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PREFACE. | 


HE Evmperour's Life, and Ga- 
taker’s Inztroducive Difcourle be- 
ing annex d, there's no Necelfity 

; for a loug Preface: For there the 
Reader will find an Account of the Author 
both as to Principles and Perfon:s How- 
ever, a Word or two of each way not be amif>. 
tt. As to the Stoicks notwithftanding 
their Advantage of other Sckts - They were 
not without their Miftakes. For Luftance s 
They believ'd a Plurality of Gods, that the. 
Soul was apart of the Deity, and that their 


. Wife Man might difpofe of himfclf, and 


make his Life as fhort as he pleas'd. Thefe 
with fome other lefs material Errors, 1 
have mark'd in the Margin. 
_ Tas true, “tis abjetted againft the Stoicks 
that they allow d no Degrees in ill Praéfife, 
but made all Faults equal 5 that they held 
Compalfiox an Infirmity, and would not με 
fer it 12 the Character of az improv'd Phi- 
lofopler 5 that the Happinefs of a Wife Max 
| A 3 de 
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The Preface. 


was πὸ Neceffity of addreffing aSuperiour 
Being. 

To anfwer this Charge Monfieur D’acier 
obferves, that Zeno’s ( the Founder of the 
δεξί, ) Opinion was Fair, and Defenfible in 
thefe Points: That he was mifunderflood by 
fome of his Scholars, and unreafonably 
firain'd’ up to the Letter. But there's no 
necd to infelt any farther upon Fuftifying, 
for I don't remember our Author is at all 
concern'd in this Matter. 

To proceed therefore to the Ezperour with 
reference to his Book, |) 04 ὅς pe Cost 

His Thoughts thew are Noble, and On- 
common, and his Logick very true and ex- 
ad. Hé generally flies his Game home, fel- 
dom leaves his Argument till he brings it 
to a Demonftration, and has purfued it to 
‘ats firft Principles. Seneca, bas a different 
manner, and moves more by ftart and faly : 
He flafhes a Hint iv your Face and difap- 
pears 9 Aud leaves you to carry on the Rea- 
foning, and mafler the Subjed, as well as you 
can. This looks like an Apparition of Philofo- 
phy,and is fometimes more Surprizing than In- 
firuEive. (But this Remark bas no reference 
to the excellent Englith Abftrad which rs dif- 
ferently managed from the Original. )But as for 
the Emperor he charges thorough and thorough, 
and no Difficulty can fland before him. i: 
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The Preface. 
—— Reafon ἦς no lefs irrefiftible than his Arms, 
| and be loves to Conquer in his Clofet, as 
well as in the Ficld. There's a peculiar Air 
of Greatnefs and Gravity in his Difcourfes : 
He feems to ‘think up to his Station, and 
writes with that Magnificence of Notion ; 
| as if he believd himfelf obligd, to exceed 
other Authors as much in the Vigour of his 
Mind, as inthe Luftre of his Fortune. 
He appears to have thought to the bottom 
of his Argument, and to have had a Com- 
prehenfive View of the World, of the Intereft 
and Relations of Socicty. Hence it is that 
his Morality is fo particularly Serviceable 
and Convincing, that his Sentences are fo 
Weighty, and his Reafoning fo very ji 
By thus digging to the Foundation, He's 
in a Condition to affign every thing its true 
Grounds, and fet every Duty upon its pro- 
per Bafis. Farther, the great Probity of this 
Prince, his Fortitude, and the Noblenefs of 
ῥὶς Mind, gave Freedom and Spirit to his 
Thoughts, and made him exert for the 
Service of Principle and Truth. Befides he 
feems to have been born with a Prerogative 
of Nature, ble{sed with a fuperiour Genius, ~ 
and made up of richer Materials for Seafe 
and Virtue, than other People. Thefe Ad- 
vantages together with an iniprovd Educa- 
tion, raisd him to that Pitch of Majefty, 
and Diftinition, and made his Pen almoft 
equal to bis Scepter. Flow 


=" ee tee. a 
~ How does he defpife the Purfuits of Fame, 
and the glittering Objects of Ambition ? And 
that in no empty Rhodomontades, and Tu- 
mour of Exprelfion: No, he pulls off the 
Paint, difcovers the inward Coarfenefs, and 6. 
brings fieh Evidence of the Infegnificancy of 
thefe things, that he perfetly commands the 
Reader's Affent, and forces him into his 
own Opinion. Now an Emperour’s Argu- 
ment againft a Fondnefs for Pleafure, or 
Power, comes better Recommended than 
from aprivate Philofopher: For in this Cafe 
‘ ἃ Man fpeaks fron Experiment, and dif- 
putes azainft the Privilege of his Condition: 
Here the ufual Pretence of Envy, or Ignorance 
is ont of Doors 5 And nothing but Dint of 
Reafon could drive hime upox fo unacceptable 
a Conclufion. 

The Generofity of his Principles are no 
lefs remarkable. He fhews the Iniquity of 
afelfith Temper 5. that Il] Nature is aContra- 
dition to the Laws of Providence and the 
Tatereft of Mankind 3A Pnifhment no Tels 
than a Fanlt, tothofe that have it. Allthe 
great Offices of Humanity, Fufiice, and Ac- 
quiefcence are cuforced with urifual Advan-~  — 
tage: His Turns of Reafow being often as, ὦ 
fuvprizing for their, Strength, as for their eM 
Novelty. fa foort + Abating for fomeofthe Ὁ 

Errors above-mention'd, he feems to have 4 


drawn up an Adizsirable Schenre of Natural 
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~ Religion. ἀπά which is fill more commen- 
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dable, he pratis’d his Maxims upon himfelf, 
and made his Life a Tranfcript of his Do- 


| Erin. He was fo great alover of Truth and clear 


Dealing, that he would rather have loft his 


Empire than firain'd a Principle. Indeed, 


Falfhood and Legerdemain fink the Chara- 


| Ber of a Prince, and make him look like a 


Royal Jugler: Publick Character,and Com- 


mon Good, as they call it, are no fufficient 


_ Defence in fuch Cafes. Sixtus the Fifth, who 


mult be allow'd agreat Man, usd to fay, That 


‘twas fhort Thinking which made Confcience 
ImpraFioable, and Politicks fall foul upox 
Morals: That zfStatefmen were well Qua- 
lifted, and work’d their Heads, there would 
beno Occafton for Latitude, and Infincerity. 
Reafon without doubt, well manag'd, would 
fence againft Inconvenience much better thar 
Craft: [2 earneft, “twonld be avery hard 


Cafe, and a great Reflection upon Providence, 
if Men could not be happy without breaking 


their Faith, and blemifhing their Honoxr. 
However, to fay nothing more, fome People 
are too Lazy tobe Honeft. But this Cuftom 
apart, there's ne Neceffity to make Reafons . 
of State, incompatible with the Laws of Fu- 
ftice 5 our Emperour is a noble Inftance to the 


_ Gontrary. Por never were the Fuxttions of 


Peace and War better perform'd, the Subje% 


_ more Eafy, and the Empire more Flourifing 
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~The Preface, 


than under this Prince : and yet ’twas one 
of his way to indulge his Politicks, and 
warp in the leat from his Notions. “Twas 
his conftant Practife 9 a well as his Rule, 
If *tis not Juft never do it; If’tis not 
Truth never fpeak it. | , | 
As to the Emperour's way of Writing, if 
any one Objects againft his fometimes coming 
over again with the fame Thing, he may 
pleafe to confider that this Prince did not 
take Philofophy for. meer Diverfion, and 
Amifement : Inftruion was his main De- 
fren 3 Upon this View “twas not improper te 
repeat the ftroak, to make the Impreffion go — 
deeper. The Prejudices the Empcrour difputes — 
againft are inveterate, and not to be remov'd 
without Difficulty: And if one Dofe won't 
cure the Patient, why fhould not the Bill be 
wade up again ° If this Rule holds in Me- 
dicine, mhy not in Morality ὁ Are not Peo- 
ples Onderftandings as valuable as their 
Health 2 And is not a Difeafe in the Paffi- 
ois much worfe than one in the Conftitution ? 
And after all, when the Matter is clofely ex- 
amin εἰ, the Ground of the Objection will in 
4 great meafure,vanifo.For when the Enperour 
does come over with an old Thing, ‘tis his — 
Cuflone to improve upon't. He Repeats, but — 
tis for Advantage to the Argument, and his — 
latter Thoughts, are generally Supplemental — 
to the former. He either extends the Moti- } 
Oy 
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ἢ ; The Preface. . 


on, or reinforces the Proof, or gives anew 


: Turn 4 if Strength, and Beauty to the Expref- 


fron. Andthus the Reader is always a gainer 


by the bargain. 


tt Tranflating the Author I have made 
We of the quarto Edition publifh'd iz 1697. 
lx which befides Gataker’s Annotations, I 
had the Affiftance ofMonfieur Da’cier’s Re- 
marks, turn'dinto Latin by Dr.Stanhope.As 


ον bis French Tranflation, I ever far it 


till fometime after my own was finifed, and 
part of it printed off: However, one thing I 
fhall obferve, and which is the onlyufe Ihave 
made of Monfieur Dacier’s Tranflation : Tis 
his Remark upon Sekt. VI. Book I. where 
citing Pollux, he tells ws, that the Romans 
in imitation ofthe Greeks, us’d to fight 
Quails for Divination, as well as Diverfi- 
on; and had a Fancy their own Fortunes 
might be Prognofticated by the Suc- 
cefs of the Battle. This piece of Superftition 
I confefs was more than I was aware of, and 
yet by the Context, the Experour feeus to 
have had it in his View, 

One Word more of the Emperour’s Stile, 
and I have done : Now his way of expre(fing 


_ binfelfis extraordinarily Brief: His Words 


- are fometimes over-burthen'd with Thought, 


and have almoft more Senfe than they can car- 
ry. Indeed, *twas part of his Character to 
wrtte in this Concife manners for neither the 
: —m- 
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Emperour, zor theStoick would allow of any — 
length of Expreffion. Befides, he wrote chief- — 
ly for himfelf, which makes him ftill more 
Sparing ia his Language : He fometimes drawe — 
zn little, writes bis Meaning, as it were in 
Short-Hand, and does not beat ont his No- 
tions to their full Proportion. To which ἢ 
may add, that fometimes the height of his 
SubjeE carvies hine almoft out of Sight. For _ 


there is an obfcurity in things, as well asin — 


Language. For thefe Reafons “tis no won- 
der if we find his Senfe now and then a lit- 
tle perplex'd : And therefore where I was a- 
_ fraid the Reader might poffibly be at a Lofs, 
I have endeavour'd to direct him right by a 
Note inthe Margin: I have likewife in fome 
few Places ventur'd to throw in a Word or 
two, to make the Text more Intelligible. But 
whew this Liberty wastaken, I have beeu al- 
ways careful to [peak the Emperour's Mizd, 
and keep clofe to the. Meaning of the Ori- 
ginal, t 


THR | 


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. 


Tranflated from the French Original 
of Monfieur D’acier, and {upport- 
ed by the Authorities Colleéted 


by Dr. Stanhope. 


Fter the Death of Fuliws Cefar, the 
Roman Empire fell under the moft 
_ different Adminiftrationsimaginable: The 
Famous Triumvirate, together with the 
Reigns of Caligwla, Nero, and Domitian, 
fat heavy upon the People, and made 
_ them fenfible of the moft Tyrannical Ex- 
᾿ς ercifes of Power: The Emperours Augu- 
hy fius, Velpafian, Trajan, Adrian, and Anto- 
᾿ς winus Pius, were quite of another Tem- 
a per, 
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* Jul. Ca- 
pit. Eu- 


trop. Dio. 


time of Day thofe Princes were look’d on 
as extraordinary in their kind, and to 
have been perfect Examples of Virtue, and 
Vice. But God, who fends Governours 
according as hie intends to profper or pus 
nifh a Nation, was pleas’d to make it ap- 
parent, that the good Qualities of the firft 
Cefars were but faint Refemblances of 
thofe in Marcus Anrelivs. In earneft, we 
may venture to fay that Providence pro- 
portion’d the Conduct of this Prince, to 
the Calamities of his Reign. The Times 


were never fo Tempeftuous, nor the State © 


fo Diftrefs'd before : So that Humanly 
fpeaking, nothing lef$ than fuch a Per- 
fon at the Helm, could have prefervd it. 
If the Reader expects a Hiftory of Court 
Intrigues, and Politick Maxims, he'l be 
difappointed : For I am now to write the 


Life of a Royal Philofopher ; that is of — 


an Emperour who was made up of Truth, 
Honefty, and Religion, and who fcorn’d 
to be governd by any other Rule than 
that of Reafon and Juftice. — 

The Family of Marcus Aurelius was one 


of the πιο Noble and Iluftrious inal. 


Italy. * By his Father Avwins Verus, he 
was defcended from Nuwa, King, and Suc- 
ceflor to Rowulus. His great Grandfather 

| was 
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per, and made the Government remarka- 
ble for Juftice and Clemency. At that 
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was Pretor * and Senator, and his Grand- ‘A P:ator 


father thrice Conful and Governour of nema 
Rome. His Father died in his Pretor {hip and theNature 
left Iflue Anna Cornificia , and AnninsVerus, Chief Jor 
who is the fame with our Marcus Aurelins 5 tice, bur 
his Aunt, or Father's Sifter, Axnia Galeria much 
Fauftina ; was married to the Emperour f 4,37 
Antoninus Pins. So much for his Father’s Figure 
Family : His Mother Domitia, Calvilla, Lu- vot 
cilla,was extracted from Malenninus,a Prince 
of the Salentines : + She was Danghter tO + The 
Calvifius Tillus, who had been twice Con- iy cars 
ful, and Grand- daughter to Cetilivs Seve- in jsiy, 
rus, who had likewife been twice Confql Capitol. 
and Governour of Rome. 

Marcus Aurelius was born at Movzt Ce- 


linus, the 25th of Apri, || in the Second |An.Dom, 


? Confulthip of his Mother’s Grandfather, 2) “P* 


> tol. 


and from: him had the Name of Catilins 
Severus. Afterwards the Emperour Adriap 
eall’d him Aznins Veri{fimus, in allufionto 
his Difpofition ; and the remarkable re- 
gard he fo early difcover'd for Honefty, 
and Truth. * But after his Minority was + pio. 
fomewhat wern off, and he was admitted 
to put on a Mans Habit ° + He took the ¢ Tega 
Name of his Family, and was call’d Azni- “Ὁ. 
us Verus, till he was Adopted by the Em- 
perour Antoninus Pius, and tranfplanted 


into the Family ofthe Aurelii, from which 


Ἵ time he was known by the Name of Mur- 
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Father died, he was remov'd to his Grand- 
father ; Who took fuch care of his Edu- 
cation ; thatas foon as he was big enough 
to appear outof the Nurfery, he put him 
into the Hands of a Governour of great 
Merit and Integrity ; and procur'd him the 
beft Mafters for all the Improvements of 
Youth. Exphorion taught him to Read, 
and Geminusa Player to pronounce Grace- 
fully. And Azdro was pitch’d upon to 
inftruct him in Mufick, and Mathematicks. 
He learned Grammar for the Greek Tongue 
of Alexander, and for the Latin of Trofus 
Aper, Pollio, and Entichins Proculus. His 
Greek Rhetorick Mafters, were Azniuns 
Marcus, Caninius Celer, and Herode ; and 
Cornelius Fronto did him the fame Service 
in Latin. But being of an elevated and 
noble Genius, and having a Paflion for no- 
thing but Reality and Truth, he {pent not 
much time in thefe Studies 5. but pafs'don 


toa more fignificant and neceflary part cf — 


Learning, and applied himfelf wholly to 
the Stock Philofophy.~ For this purpofe 
he entertain’d Sextus Cheronenfis, Plutarcks 
Granfon, Funins Rufticus, Claudius Maxi- 
mus, and Cinna Catulus, who were the 
moft Eminent Storcks of that Age. He 
likewife had the Affiftance of Claudius Se- 
_ verus, a great Peripatetick ΜΝ 
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cus Anrelins, Being very young whenhis 
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The Life of the Emperour 

- He always paid a great Regard to his 
Preceptors, as being fully fenfible of the 
Advantages of Education, and ofthe Va- 
lue of that Pains which had been taken 
with him. This acknowledging Temper 
work’d fo far that he erected Statues for 
Fronto, and Rufticzs, which Rufticvs, and 
Proculus, another of his Mafters, He rais’d 


to the Confulfhip: * And the latter hav- ++, 
ing no great Fortune, he furnifh’d him hight 
with Mony to live up to the Grandeur of °° in the 
his Office: + And as for Rufticus; he al- menx. 
ways did him the Honour to Salute him t Capitol 


before the Captain of the Guwerds. But 
this was notall.» For being convine’d, that 
Mony and Preferment, were no fufficient 
Return for Senfe and Principles, which 
Jatter Advantages being either the firlt 
Growth, or at leaft the Improvements of 
Isftrucion 5 he waswilling to let the World 
know how much he was indebted to the 
Care of thefe Great Men: The fatisfying 
of this Obligation was the Principal Mo- 
tive which put him upon Writing his ad- 
mirable Meditations. An extraordinary 
piece of Gratitude This, which as twas 
an Original in him; fo no body fince has 


had the Ingenuity to Copy after it. When 


People have any good Qualities, they are 
apt to thank themfelves for the getting 
them. To impute their Virtue tothe Af- 
| 3.32 fiftanee 


vi Marcus ANTONINUS’S 


fiftance of another, is the way, they fan- 
cy to tarnifh the Luftre, and. lofe the 
Credit on’t. But Marcus Aurelius was al- 
ways a declar’d Enemy to this fort of Self- 
Love : This Impartiality of Temper made 
his Acknowledgments run high, and treat 
his Mafters almoft with the fame Refpec& 
he did his Dezties. For after their Death 
he erected them Statues of Gold among his 
Domeftick Gods, made frequent Vifits to 
their Tombs, and there honour’d them 
with the Solemnity of Sacrifices and 
*TheRo. Flowers. ἢ 
mansus'd And fince the Advantages TT ae 
tel confift in Pradife ; it muft be confefs'd 
ofthof that to perfe& the Character of a good 
oy bd a Prince, He fhould not be unacquainted 
for, with With the Meafures of Fuftice, which are fo 
all forts of ferviceable to the Publick Intereft : Mar- 
ewers. ous Aurelins took care not toneglett fo fig- 
nificant a part of Knowledge, he took con- 
fiderable pains in the ftudy of the Law, in 
which he was inftructed by L. Volufius 
+ Copiro, Mecianus, the moft able Lawyer of his 
Ariftid. in Time. of | | 
comO.n, ..He was a Favourite of Adrians from 
. his very Infancy; who loved to have him 
Ue Piel always. at his Court, this Emperour pre- 
guns Pur- Lented him with a/Horfe uponthe Publick 
Jicus was Charge, ||. when he was but fix Years olds 
Knight °*'aa Honour which had never been fo ear- 
bol. ἐγ θεῖον ἃ uponany one before, = And- 
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ο Ζ7}ὲ Life of the Emperour ὙΠ 
‘And it being the Cuftom among the 
Romans for youre Perfons of Quality to 
pafs through the Priefthood, in order to 
qualify themfelves for State-Employment, 
he was admitted one of the Sa/ii, that is 
a Prieft of Mars. * And in this BufinefS * Capitc’s 
he was far from behaving himfelf as other 
young People do, in an Office, Which 
they look upon only as a Title, and Quali- 
fication for fome other more confiderable 
Promotion; No, he perform’d all the 
parts of the Function with that Conftancy 
and Exactnefs, as if this Poff had beenthe 
utmaft of his Ambition. This Applicati- 
on made him Mafter of the Mujrck, and 
Head of the Order, fo that during his be- 
ing there, all thofe who were either en- 
tred into this Society or difmifs'd it, were 
always admitted, or difcharg’d by him. 
And at thefe Solemnities there was no 
need of a Prompter to affift him, for he 
hiad all the Holy Forms, and Ceremonies 
by heart. And thus he praétifed betimes 
one of his own Maxims, To do every thing 
according to the Rules of Art, and with the 
utmoft Improvement. *Twas in'this Soctety 
that he receiv’d the firft Prefages of his 
coming tothe Threwe - For the Priefts ac- 
_ cording to Cuftom throwing Garlands of 
_ Flowers upon Mars’s Statue, laid upon a 
Couch of State, that which was thrown by 
ad Mareus 
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Marcus Aurelivs fell as exaély upon the 
Head of this pretended Deity, as if ithad 
been put on by a Mans Hand; Nowthe 
Crowning of this Statue was the peculiar 
Privilege < of the Emperour. 
At fifteen Years of Age he put on his 
ea Mans Habit, * and by Adrian’s Order had 
the Daughter of L. Ceiovins Commodus con- 
tracted to him. Not long after he was 
trufted with the Government of Rome, du- 
ring the Abfence of the Confuls, who went 
to Moxnt Alba to keep the Latin Holydays s 
{Fee In this. Poft of Authority he behaved 
fitured by Limfelf with the Gravity of an Old Magi- 
Tarquin {trate ;\ And reprefented the Emperour 
pee amit creat Dignity, and Prudence. || 
Coniede- -- His Sifter Ayna Cornificia was married to 
ted ing -Numidius Quadratussand that her Hushand 
with the Inight not upbraid this Lady with want of 
hg τα Fortune, he gave her all his Paternal E- 
Holi ib ttate 5 And alfo gave his Mother the Li- 
erty of adding what part of her own Set- 
etlement fhe pleas di i 
Ὁ He was not without fome Fancy for the 
Pencil, and, for this Study. Déiogvetus was 
his Matter, a Perfon. eminent both for 
14. Painting, and Philofophy..-F 
He loved Wraftling, Foot-Races tie 
4. and Henting,. || not fo much for. the fake 
of the Diverfion, as becaufe he look’d up- 
‘omthem asa fort of innocent Prele Raney 
Ἢ " Οἵ 
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of Health. Nay he went fomewhat far- 
ther, and was of Socrates and Ari/tippus’s 
Opinion, that the Exercife of the Limbs 
was not unferviceable to Virtue it felf, 
Before his Conftitution was weaken’d with 
Fatiguing and conftant Bufinefs, he ufed 
Hunting, and would frequently ride fingly 
at the biggeft Wild Boars, and attack them 
with great Dexterity and Courage. ~*But 
his Paflion for Philofophy, got.the Afcen- 
dant .. and made him cool:in ether Di- 
verfions. This Paflion feiz'd him fo ftrong- 
ly in-his very Infancy, that when he was 
but twelve Years Old, he put on.the Ha- 
bit of the Stoick Philofophers; +. practis’d + τρίτοι. 
their Aufterities, andlay upon the Ground 
with nothing but his Cloak under him, 
And his Mother hadall the Difficulty ima- 
ginable, to perfuade. him to lie upona 
oarded Bed, tho’ it had nothing but a 
few Skins thrown over it. || Nature feem’d 
᾿ to have made him on purpofe to reftore 
and encourage that Philofophy, which 
had always been moft firm to the Intereft 
of Virtue. For-even in his Childhood the 
Equality and Gravity of his Temper was 
fuch, that neither Pleafure nor Uneafinefs 
could ever make him fo much as change 
Countenance. * But then this Gravity ha-* ta. 
ving no mixture of Morofenefs, was not at 
all troublefome. to his Friends, nor to thofe 
wha 
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who had Bufinef$ with him: To do him 
Juftice ; hts good Qualities ne’er run out 
into Excefs ; his Prudence in Converfati- 
on was without Pride, and his Complai- 
fance without Meannefs. 

Adrian having loft Cetonivs Commodus, 


Re ve Capitol. * whom he had Adopted for the Empire, 


Spatian. and being in queft of one to fupply his 
dpi Place, Meta Aref big came into hia Mind, 
but finding him too Young,for then he was 
{carcely Eighteen, the Etmperour adopted 
Antoninus Pins, but with this Provifo, 

that he fhould adopt Marcws Aurelius, and 

I. Verus, Son of Commodws \ately deceas'd. 

And thus Marcus Aurelius was Adopted 

Capitol. at Eighteen Years old. { The Night be- 
Dio. fore this Honour, he dream’d his Hands 
Bee and Shoulders were made of Ivory 5 and 
139.  upontrial whether they would bear any 
vee Burthen, he found them much 

ronger than formerly. 

The News of his being Adopted did 

but difturb him; And when his Dome- 

{ticks ask’d him how he could receive an 
Honour of that Bulk, with fuch an Air of 
Diffatisfaction ; He made them a long 
Difcourfe concerning the Misfortunes, 

which perpetually attend a Royal Station. 

Some few Days after his Adoption, A- 

§Spertian. arian went into the Sevate, || and moved ~ 
m Adrian. that hig want of Age for the Office of 


Queftor 


The Life of the Emperour 
Quefior might be difpenc’d with; This 
was the laft Favour he receiv'd of this Em- 
perour, who died foon after at Baie: Mar- 
cus Aurelius made him a Magnificent Fu- 
neral; And brought the Gladiators into 
the Amphitheaters to Fight in honour of 
the Deceas'd. : | 

After Adrian’s Death, Antoninus Pius 
broke the Contra&t which Marcus Anrelis 
in Obedience tothe late Emperour, had 
made with the Daughter of Lacivs Οὐδ ες 
modus, and offer'd him his own Daugh- 
ter Fauftina, precontratted to Vervs ; But 
Verus being too young to be married, the 
Emperour made Choice of Marcus A:veli- 
ws, whom after his having been Qxeffor 
he preferr'd to the Coxfulfhip, tho’ the 
Laws were fomewhat ftrain’d in his Fa- 
vour: He likewife gave him the Title of 


᾿ς Cefar, * made him Colonel of one of the + 


An. 


fix Companies of Kwights, and was pre- Vom το, 


fent at the Shews furnifh’d out by Marcus 
and his Fellow-Officers. He forc’d all the 
Honourable Diftin@ions of a Prince upon 
him, and by an Order of the Sexate had 
him admitted into the College of the High- 
Priefts. 

_ Marcus Aurelius being conftrain’d in his 
Genius, and rather burthen’d than pleas’d 
_ with his Promotion ; was oblig’d to be 
ο΄ conttantly at the Conmer! Board, to qualify 

3 himfelf 


* Capitol. 
in pio. 
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himfelf for the Functions of Government, _ 


but: all this’ forcing did but increafe his 
Inclination for PAzlofophy, in which he 
{pent all the time he could {pare out of 
Publick Bufinefs : This Paffion of his for 
the ftudy of Wifdom, was not a little pro- 
moted by the Emperour Avtoninus Pius: 
Who befides the engaging him farther by 
his own Example, fent for the Famous 
Apollonius of Chalcis from Athens 5 now 
the Converfation of this Stoick Philofo- 
pher was not unferviceable to the young 
Prince. And here I can't omit the rela- 
ting a Paflage, the oddnefs of which will 


help us to underftand the Temper both of. 


the Philofopher, andthe Emperour. As 
feen as Appollonins was arriv’d at Rome, 
Antoninus Pins {ent bim Word, That he 
might ‘come to Court as foon as he pleas'd, 
and his Scholar (hould be put into his Hands. 
* Tothis Meflage the Philofopher reply'd; 
That twas the Scholar's Bufine{s to wait up- 
on his Mafier, and not the Mafiers to run 
after the Scholar. This Anfwer being ear- 
ried to the Emperour, he only fimil’d at 
it, and faid,That Appollenius,he perceivd 
found lefs trouble in his Fourney from Athens 
to Rome, than in walking from his Inn to 
the Palace; This was all the Notice he 
took of Appolonins’s Freak, and fent Mar- 
cus Aurelins to his Lodgings. 


About | 


a 
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About this time the young Prince loft 
hisGovernour. The Death of this Perfon 
touched him fo fenfibly, that he forgot 
his ufual Fortitude, and fhed Tears upon 
the Occafion. And when fome of the 
Court rallied upon him, as if he had gi- 
ven way to an Inconfiftency, the Empe- 
rour replied, Pray give him leave to be a 
Man, Nature will have its Courfe in fome 
meafure 3in {pight both of Empire, and Philo- 
Sophy. 

He married Fauftina two Years after his 
fecond Confulfhip, * This Prince{S was * 14. An. 
anextraordinary Beauty, but of too airy °°" 47: 
a Temper to be any great Bleffling to her 
Husband ; fhe was for living by her Mo- 
thers Example, and getting Beavx to ad- 
mire her Perfon: As for the Charms of 
Marcus Aurelivs, fhe underftood nothing 
of them, nor had any Relifh for fo much 
Wifdom and Regularity.He had a Daugh- 
ter by her the firft Year after he was mar- 
ried, at which time he had alfo the Tyi- 

᾿ bunician and Proconfilar Authority, which 
were commonly the fole Prerogatives of 
the Imperial Crown. 

To this Dignity and Grandeur, the Se- 
mate added another extraordinary Privi- 
lege, firft invented for Avgufiws, but much 
enlarged in the fucceeding Reigns: By 
the Roman Law no Ag could pafs in the 

Sonate 
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firft Propofal of the Matter. The Confuls 
relinguifh’d this Right in favour of Azgu- 
fius, and by a formal Ad empower'’d him 
to make his Report, as they call'd it, eve- 
ry Day in the Senate; that isto Move, or 
propofe the pafling what he had a mind 
to, every Day of their Sitting. | 

But when People have once begun to 
Flatter, and Complement away their Pri- 
vileges, ‘tis a difficult Point to make a 
Halt, and keep within Bounds. Thus this 
Privilege granted to Auguftzs of Moving 
for a new Ad once a Day, was afterwards 
improv'd to fucceeding Emperouts, and 
mounted to the Liberty of bringing in 
three, four or five diftiné Bills in the fame 


compafs of Time; and Marcus Aurelius 
hadit inthe laft, and largeft Extent. Now 


this Prerogative ‘carried fuch a vatt weight 


of Power along withit; that’twasenough — 


of it felf to make all the Seffiovs of the Se- 
mate infignificant. 

But as it happen’d this Axthority was 
lodg’d in the beft Hands imaginable. + For 
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Sevxate unlefs the Conful, who was the 


Principial Member, brought in the Bil? 
*VidSeb * Bor twas his Prerogative to make the 
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all ‘tite ufe Mareits Aree made of tt | 


was only to maintain the Liberties, and 
pe pote the Happinefs of thie People. 


Far- 
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_ Farther ; He never abus’d the Intereft 
he had with the Emperour, who prefer’d 
none but thofe of his Recommendation ; 
for he was always very careful never to 
mention any but fuch as were well quali- 
fied for their refpective Employments.And 
here we may obferve that his Submiffions 
to the Emperour always kept pace with 
the Growth of his own Authority: For 
he conftantly paid his Imperial Majefty 
the fame Regard as if himfelf had been 
no more than a private Perfon: Indeed 
his Affection to the Emperour feem’d daily 
to encreafe upon him: For during his 
three and twenty Years at Court he never 
left him, nor fomuch as lay abroad above 
two Nights. 

This clofe Attendance, together with 
all the Marks of Tendernefs and Regard, 
made {o {trong anImpreflion upon Avtoni- 


wus Pius, that he would never liften to 


the Suggeftions of thofe who endeavour’d 
to create a Jealoufy againft Marcus Aure- 
lizs, and put him upon fufpetting the Re- 
ality of his Affection. One day whenhe 


᾿ς was walking in the Garden with one of 
᾿ his Courtiers, and feeing Lucila Marcus 


Aurelius’s Mother on her Knees in a pri- 
vate Place before Apol/o’s Statue s the Gen- 


 tleman whifpers him in the Ear, what do 


you think, Sir fays be, that Lady is fo earneft 


1: 


* Canicol. 


in her Dai. for : 3 The 5 aa Apo O, 


that your Majefty may trip off, and that her 


Son may govern in your Place. This’ Sen- 
tence, which had they hada Tyrant'to 
deal with, might have been fatal both to 
Mother and Son, was difregarded ‘by the 
Emperour, who was too well affur'd of 
the Good-faith and Probity of Marcus 
Aurelius, to believe any Report to his Dif- 
advantage. The good Underftanding be- 
tween thefe two Princes, continued with- 
ont the leaft coolnefS till the Death of Az- 
toninits 5 who falling fick at Lorium, and 
perceiving himfelf patt hopes of Recove- 
ry’; order’d his Captains of the Guards, 

Principal Officers, and thofe he could con- 
fide in, to be brought into his Bed-cham- 
ber, *And before this Company he con- 
firm’d the Adoption of Marcus Aurelius, 

naming him for his fole Succeffor, without 
any mention ofVerus: And the Comman- 
der in Chief coming to receive Orders, he 
gave him Equanimity for the Words let- 
ting them underftand, that by teaving fuch 
a Succeffor, they had all’ they could rea- 
fonably wifh for. Immediately after this, 

he order’d the Golden Fortune to be car- 
fied. into Marcus Aurelius’s Apartment : 
Now this Statve was look’don as an Omen 
of good Luck, anda kind of Publick Secu- 
rity, and was always kept in the Empe- 
rour’s Bed-chamber. After 
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_ After the Death of this Prince the S:- 
nate prevail’d with Marcus Aurelivs totake 
the Government upon him. * And here* An. 
the firft Act of his imperial Authority was 2°™-':. 
to grant it to an Afféffant; for he made 

Lucius Verus his Partner, gave himthe 
Tribunician Power, the Title of Experour, 

and an equal fhare with himfelf in the 
Adminiftration. + This was the firft time + Capitot 
Rome was ever govern'd by two Soveraigus. 

A fight extraordinary enough inany place, 
ef{pecially in a Town where the Choice of 

a fingle Prince, had often occafion’d fo 

much Confufion and Blood-fhed. 

The fame day Marcus Aurelius took the 

Name of Antoninus, and gave it to his 
Colleague Verws, to whom he contracted 
shis Daughter Luci//a. || And asa mark of ἢ Capirot, 


their Satisfaction in this Alliance . and το. δύσι 


the good Correfpondence between them; 
they fetled a confiderable Fund for the 
fupport of thofe who were lately Natu- 
raliz'd, and at that time very numerous. 
The two Emperours upon their going out 
_ of the Sesate-Honjfe, had the Guards drawn 
- up before them, to whom they gave a 
Largef$ or Bounty of five hundred Crowns 
a Man,and proportionably to the Officers, 
᾿ς, This. being done they proceeded to the 
_ Funeral Solemnity of their Father the late 
_ Emperour,.whofe Corps they carricd to 
=: . Adrian's 
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Adrian's Tomb, andlodg’dit there : They 
likewife proclaim’d a Vacation out of re- 
{pect to the Mourning ; and then accord- 
ing to Cuftom went on to the Detfying- 
Ceremony 5 Which was perform’d in the 
manner following, * a ἘΝ 

In the Palace Porch, there was an Ivo- 
ry Bed of State, made higher than ordi- 
nary,with a Counter-paneof Gold Tiffue, 
and upon this they laid the Effigies of the 
deceas'd Prince in Wax-work: On the 
left hand of this Bed, the Senators or No- 
bility fat all in Black. The Ladies ofthe 
firft Quality were placed on the right 
hand ; they appear’d in a plain white Ha- 
bit, without any thing of Jewels, or Dref- 
fing. This part of the Ceremony lafted 
a Week, during which the Phyficians paid 
their Attendance, treated the Effigies like 
a Patient, and alwaysat their’going away 
pretended the Difeafe gain’d Ground, and 
that the Symptoms'grew Mortal. At laft 
whenthe Emperour’s Death was publifh’d, 
a certain number of young Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of the beft Quality, took up 
the Bed and carried itupon their Shoulders 
through a Street call'd the Via Sacra, into 
the Old Forus: or Square, where the Ma- 


eiftracy ufed to refign their Refpedive © 
Employments. Two fides of this Square | 
were Scaffolded : Upon one of which — 

: + there — 


The Life of the Emperour : ἘΠ 


4 


‘ 


yee ia 


é 


Marcus ANTONINUS.. 


there was a Choir of Youths, and on the 
other, one of young Ladies, and both 
Sexes of the beft Quality : Their Bufinefs 
was to fing Hymns,and Funeral Poems in 


~ Honour of the dead, and that in the moft 


Solemn , Affe&ing manner imaginable. 
Thefe Dirges being over, the Nobility and 
Gentry above-mentioned, took upthe Bed 
of State and carry'd it out of the City in- 
to the Campus Martiws, in the middle of 
which Field there was upon this occafion 
a little wooden Pyramid built feveral Sto- 
ries high. The firft Story was made like 
a little fquare Chamber, fill'd withall fort 
of combuftible Matter, and ornamented 
on the out fide with pieces of Gold Tiflue, 
Ivory Statues, and Paintings of the beft 
kind: The fecondStory being of the fame 
Figure with the firft, but a little lef$, was 
embellifh'd in the fame manner, only with 
the difference of being open on the four 
fidesofthe Square. Above thisthere was 
feveral other Stories which lJeffen’d by de- 
grees, till the laft grew narrow to a Point. 
The Bed, and Effigiesin Wax was placed 
inthe fecond Story ftuffed with Perfumes 


_ of all forts, as Gums, Flowers, and Odo- 


“ 


riferous Plants, the People both in City 
and Country {triving to out-de each other 


: in this laft Refpec& to their Prince. This 
_ being done the Gentry march’d on Horfe- 


bh 2 back 
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back round the Pyramid in good order ; 
adjufting the Motions of their March to’ 
the Tune of feveral Military Inftruments 
which plaid to them ; This fort of Tour- 
nament was follow’d by Chariot-Racing 


managed by young People inHabitsedg’d 


with Purple, and difguis’d in Vifers,which 
reprefented the Perfons of the moft cele- 
brated Generals, and Emperours of Ro- 
wan © xtraction. | 

This Cavalcade and Racing being over, 
thofe who were to fucceed to the Empire 
came up to the Funeral Pile, and fet fire 
to it with Flambeaux ; the Confuls, No- 
bility, and Gentry: doing the fame after- 
wards intheir Order. And thus all being 
prefently in a Flame, there was an Eagle 
privately let loofe from the topof the Py- 
ramid + which immediately towring out 
of fight, was fuppofed to carry the Em- 
perour’s Soul into Heaven; whofromthis 
time was reputed a God, and worfhip’d 
accordingly. 

After this@eremony the two Emperours 
made each of them a Funeral Oration in — 
Commendation of their Father, chofe him 
a high Prieft out of hisown Family ; fet — 
up a Fraternity of Pricfts call'd Aurelians 
in Honour of him, and concluded the So- 
lemnity with playing of Prizes, or Com- — 
bats between the Gladiators. | 
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The Detfying of his Father was no foon- 
er over, but Avtoninws was crouded with 
Addrefles from the Heathen Priefts, the 
Philofophers, and Governours of Pro- 
vinces, defiring they might have the Li- 
berty to revive the Perfecution againft the 
Chriftians, who had. been fheltred from 
their Malice during the Reigns of Adriax 
and Aztoninus Pivs. The Emperour who 
was no lefs an Enemy to Rigour than ei- 


_ ther of thefe Princes, and being inclinable 


befides to govern by their Maxims, would 
by no means hearken to this unreafonable 
Requeft: And to protect the Chriftians 
from Violence in the remoter Provinces, 
he wrote to the Convention of Afra, 
then fitting at Ephefws, this admirable 
Letter fecured us by Exfebius. 

I'm well fatisfied that the Pracifes of the 
Chriftians are not conniv'd at by the Inmor- 
tal Gods, and that they'l take care to punifh 
thofe that refufe to worship them much deeper 
than you can. As for the Perfecutions you 
raife againft thefe People upow the fcore of 
Religion, it does but fortify them the more in 
their Perfwafion. And fince they believe they 
lofe their Lives for their God, you may 
imagine theyl rather wifh for Death, and 
reckon it an Advantage. And thus they 
get the better of you upon the Experiment, 


_ ebufing rather to dye, than fubmit to your 
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quakes, I think it not amifs to put you in 
mind to compare your own Behaviour with — 
theirs under fuch Misfortines as thefe. Now 
their Reliance upon their God rifes always in 
Proportion to their Danger 5. whereas your 
Courage prefently finks upon {uch am occafton: 
Indeed you feem to behave your felves igno- 
rantly during the whole courfe of the Affiidi- — 
ons for you not only ποσί οδξ the τοί of the 
Gods, and over-look that Inmortal Bein 
worfhipd by the Chriftians, but banifh and 
perfecute thofe People to Death who ferve and 
adore hinr, Several Governonrs of Provinces 
have formerly written about this Bufinefs to 
the late Enperour our Father of Divixe Me- 
mory : The Anfwer they recetu'd was, that 
they fhould give that Perfwafion no trouble, — 
unlef{s they found them practifing againft the. 
State. Now I being willing to follow my Fa- 
ther’s Meafures, and being folicited by feve- 
ral Informations about this matter, my In- 
firuétions were to the fame purpofe. And 
therefore if any one for the future fhall Pro- ὦ 
Secute a Chriftian meerly upon the Account v6 ν 
his Religion, the Chriftian fhall be difcharg’d, 
and the Profecutor punifi'd. This Letter was 
publith’d in the Temple when theConxven- ὦ 
vention, OY Commeon Conncil of Affa was 
fitting. 


This | 
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. This Order was obey’d, and the Em- 
pire feem’d to be all over fettled in Peace 
and Profperity. Indeed the beginning of 
this Reign was fo happy and undifturb’d, 
that one would almoft have thought the 
very Soul and Reafon of Antoninus Pins 
had been Transfus'd into his Sweceffors : 
Which was the more to be wonder'd at, 
fince in reality there was nothing more 
different than the Temper and Inclinati- 
on of thefe two Princes. 

Marcus Antoninus was {ettled and cer- 
tain in his Humour, unpretendingly Grave, 
and not without a Mixture of Affability 
and Complaifance : He was both Merci- 
ful and Juft, and no lefs Indulgent to o- 
thers than Rigorous to himfelf ; Deaf to 
the Charms of Vanity, immovable in his 
Enterprizes, and Refolutions, which were 
never fix'd and taken up without Mature 
Deliberation ; being never {wayed by Paf- 
fion and Freak : He hated bufy Informers, 
was. Religious without Affectation, un- 
tranfported and free from Eagerne{s upon 
all occafion; always under an Equality of 
Temper, always Mafterof himfelf, and re- 
fign’d to the Reafon of the Cafe; a per- 
fe& ftranger to Difguife and Diflimulati- 
on, and always upon his Guard againft 
the Exceffes of Self-love; never uneafy 
nor impatient, very inclinable to pardon 
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the greateft Crimes againft himfelf ; ‘but — 
not to be prevail’d on where Reafons of 
State and Publick Intereft required Seve- 
rity. His Laws had a Regard to the com- | 
mon Advantage of all Ranks and’ Nati- 
ons under hisGovernment ; neither could 
any Frince be more tender of the Proper- 
ty and Privileges of the Swbjed. The. 
Good of the Commonwealth was always 
his Rule to a& by, from which he was 
never diverted by any Private Fancy, In- 
tereft, or Ambition of his own. Tocon- 
clude, fince his Defigns were only to ob- 
lige Mankind, and Refign to Providence, 
he never ftrain’d his Politicks to the Pre- 
judice of his Morals, but always kept 
within the compa{s of Juftice and Truth. 

Lucius Verus had none of thefe good 
Qualities ; his Inclinations were eager, un- 
ballafted, and lewd ; ‘tis true, he could 
not be tax’d with the Savage Fancies and 
Barbarities offome Tyrants, and that was 
the beft of him. But this Contrariety of 
Temper did not appear in the firft Years 
oftheir Reign. The irrefiftable Merits of 
Antonings toade fome Impreffion upon his 
Brother, infomuch that the Motives either 
of Shame or Gratitude, gave check to his 
Humour, and kept him in Order, while 
they liv’d together. Nay he pretended to 
Copy after this Prince, and imitate the 
Prus 


Prudence of his Conduct : ΤῸ give him his 


q due, he manag’d himfelf in every refpe& 


as if Marcus Antoninus had been fole Em- 
perour. For Verws treated him with the 
fame Refpec&, or if you pleafe with the 
fame Submiffion which a Deputy-Gover- 
nour gives to a Proconfus, or aGovernour 
of a Province to the Emperour himfelf. 
But *tis a difficult matter to keep Vice un- 
der any long Reftraint. This force ferved 
only to heighten Defire, and therefore 
Verus took care not to lofe the firft Op- 
portunity of throwing off the Difguife, 
and fhewing himfelf in his Natural Co- 
lours. 

Commodws was born at the latter end of 
this firft Year of AstowinussReign. The 
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Birth of this Prince, who proved afcan- | 


dal to Human Nature, wasufher'din with 


all the terrible Calamities imaginable. *° 


The over-flowing of the Tyber led the 
way: The Inundation ofthis River was 
fo vielent, that it over-turn’d a great part 
of Rome, {wept away abundance of Cat- 
tel, ruin’d the Country round about, and 


two Emperours ftept in immediately to 
the Relief of the People, fupplied the Ne- 
ceflities of thofe who had {uffer’d, and 


repaird the Damages with all the {peed 


that was poffible. After this Inundation 
there 
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-occafion’d an extraordinary Famine. + The + Capiret. 
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there happen’d Earthquakes, great Fires in 


feveral Cities, and an univerfal Infeétion 
of the Air, which produced fuch an infi- 


nite number of Infects on the fuddain ; 


that what little Forage the Floods had 
left was deftroy’d by this Plague: And at 
the fame time the whole World feem'd to 
be up in Arms, and the Miferies of War 
were juft breaking in from every Quar- 
ter. The Parthians headed by their King 
Vologefes, farpriz'd the Roman Troops in 
Armenia; and cut them in Pieces; from 
thence they marched into Syria,and forced 
the Governour Attillivs Cornelianus to quit 
the Country: The Catt: ravaged Germany, 
and the Country of the Grifozs with Fire 
and Sword; and the Brittains were juft 

upon the Verge of an Inftrrection. 
Calpurnins Agricola was difpatched a- 
gainft the Revolt in Great Brittain, Auft- 
dius Vidorinus againt the Cattz, and the 
Parthian Expedition was referv'd for Verws, 
who left the Towz fome few Days after. * 
Marcus Antoninus being by the pofture 
of Affairs, οὔ] σ᾽ ἃ to ftay at Rome, went 
with Verws as far as Capua, treated him 
with all the Regard imaginable, and gave 
him feveral of his Favorites, and Princi- 
pal Officers to attend him; which was 
done poffibly to obferve the Motions,and 
fecure the Conduct of this Prince, or it 
may 
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“Marcus ANToNINUus. 
may be ’twasonly toraife his Figure, and 
make his Court appear more Magnificent; 
or laftly, which feems more probable, 
it might be defign’d asa Check upon his 
Extravagance ; and to keep him from fly- 
ing out by the Authority of the Company. 


- But all thefe Precautions fignify'd nothing. 


For Verws, who was now quitetired with 
Diffembling, was notat all over-aw’d by 
the grave Retinue which Avtoninus had 
given him. As foon as this Emperour was 
out of fight, Verme was refolv'd to knock 


ΟΕ the Shackles, for now he had neither 


Fear, nor Fancy to continue Reftrain’d 
any longer : Now he {uffer’d his Inclina- 
tions to {trike out 9 forgot the Defeat of 
the Roman Legions, took no notice that 
Syria wasready toRevolt, but lanch’d in- 
to Vice immediately, and went all the 
Lengthsof an Infamous Liberty ; carrying 
his Debauchery to fuch an Excefs, that it 
threw him into a dangerous fit of Sicknefs 
at Canufium. ThisNews being brought to 
Rome, Antoninus, tho’ juft come thither, 
fet forward to vifit him. But before he 
began his Journey, he made Vows for his 
Brother's Recovery in a full Houfe of the 
Sezate; which upon his Return he very 
Religioufly perform’d, after he under- 
itood that Verws was ΕἸ Αγ Κ᾽ ἃ, 
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This young Prince’s Wildnefs recover’d 
with his Health, and his Sicknefs prov’d 
no fufficient Difcipline to Reform him. 
He purfued his Debaucheries in his Voy- 
age; and upon his Arrival in Syria, he 
made a halt at Daphne, part of the Sub- 
wrbs of Axtioch, and here he perfectly for- 
got himfelf to all the purpofes of Virtue, 
and Sobriety. This Place, by reafon of the 
Temperature of the Climate, the Delici- 
oufnels of the Gardens, Fountains, and 
Groves, invited the Men of Pleafure thi- 
ther, and was grownthe very Seat, and 
Sink of Debauchery: Infomuch that Peo- 
ple of Virtue and Reputation, were almoft 
afham’d to be feen there. Verws encreas’d - 
the Scandal of this Daphwe by fuch Im- 
provements in Lewdnefs, as were meer 
Difcoveries to the Inhabitants, tho’ other- 
wife the greateft Libertines on the Face of 
the Earth. 

In the meantime this Emperour’s Gene- 
rals fought the Parthians with great Succefs. 
* Statins Prifews took Artaxata: Caffiws 
and Martivs Verws routed Vologefes, made 
themfelves Mafters of Seleucia, fack'd and 
burnt Babylor, and Crefsphon, and pull’d 
down the Noble Palace of the Parthian 
Kings. Thefe Vitorious Troops which 
had done fuch brave Exploits, and beaten 


an Army of five hundred thoufarnd Men, 
had 
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had a worfe Enemy to encounter at their 


Return, * and were half of them deftroy’d "Dio ib 


by Sicknefs, and Famine. This Mortality ’ 
Jay fo hard upon Caffiws’s Army, that by 
that time he had reach’d Syria he was able 
to mufter but a very few. However, thefe 
Misfortunes made no Impreflion upon /- 
russ Vanity, who immediately took the 
Title of Conquerour of Armenia and Par- 
thia ; as if he had fairly won all this Ho- 
nour by keeping out of the Fie/d, and 
Debauching at a diftance. 

Marcus Antoninus, who pretended to 
know nothing of thefe Sallies, was of O- 
pinion that Marriage was the moft likely 
Expedient to Retrieve him: His Daugh- 
ter therefore Lucia contracted to Verus, 
and one of the moft Beautiful Ladies living, 
was immediately put into the Hands of 
Antoninus Sifter, in order to embark for 
Syria, the Emperour feeing them on their 
way, as faras Bruudufium. “Vis {aid he 
once defign’d to go along with her to Ve- 
ras, but chane’d his Refolution upon a 


Report being fpread, that the meaning of Capitol 


this Progrefs into Syria was only to get 
the Honour for himfelf, of putting an end 
to the Parthian War. He ftaid at Brxz- 
dufium till the PrincefS was embark’d, and 
wrote to the Procon{uls, and Governours 
ef Provinces, not to meet, nor attend her 

ΠΡΟ 
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Vero. 


. τὰ ἊΝ, ee τ, ὁ, 
ΜΕ ΔῈ 
ἑὰς. ΣΉ ὩΣ 
ὠωου . > ΕΝ 
Ε 6 Ou) a : ; Ἢ 
“7 i κ᾿ . t 


would come through, .and make hima 
Vifit, and being afraid he fhould hearof — 
his Diforders, left Dzaphve, and went.to, — 
meet his Brother Emperour at Ephefus, 
from whence he departed fome few Days 
after the Solemnity of his Marriage, and 
return’d to Axtioch with his Emprefs ; 
and here this great Lady foon learn‘d to 
imitate the Liberties of Verws, and was 
too conformable to the Example her Mo 
ther Fanfiina had fet her. | 
Verus having made a King of Armenia, 
and gain’d an entire Conqueft over the 


‘Parthians, * return'd to Rome, and had 


his ἔπαγε in the Honour of a Triumph, 
with Marcus Antoninus. His Return was 
likely to have been very Calamitous to 
the whole Empire, for he’ brought the 
Plague along with him, and. left it in all 
the Places he marched through.The caufe 
of this Peftilence was fupposd to proceed 


from thé following Accident... Upon the 


taking of Babylon, the Soldiers breaking 
in to Apollo's Temple to plunder it, found 
a little Golden Cabinet under Ground, ~ 
which was no fooner open’d, but fucha 

{trong 


{trong Dofe of Infection flew out οπΈ, 
_ that it poifon’d the Air to a vaft Extent, 
and carried the Mortality from Mefopota- 
mia, as far as χε. But this Conjecture 
apart, ‘tis more probable the Plague was 
bred by the Famine and Difeafes in Caffi- 
uss Army, at his Return fromthe Defeat 
of the Parthians. 

About this.time the Germaas revolted, 
made an Irruptioninto Italy, and put the 
Country under Military Execution. 


Pertinax +aMan of known Bravery,tho’ Ὁ 


by the ill Offices. of fome Envious People 
his Fidelity being fufpected, neither his 


own Merit northe Intereft of his Friends, ward- 
could ever prefer, him any higher than to ς 


the Command οἵ fome Auxiliaries ; this 
Perfon, notwithftanding the Oppofition 
of the Courtiers, was pitch’d on with his 


Friend Claudius Pompetanus, to make head Die. 


againft this terrible Invafion, which 
threatned-as far as Rome it felf. Antons- 
wus Made them both his Generals, and 
was refolv'd they fhould fhare with him 
inthe Honour of this Expedition. Pert- 
nax being highly fenfible of the Favour 
of this Truft, took care that the Emperour 
fhould have no Caufe to repent it; and 
pave no lefs Proof of his Honefty than of 
uis Experience, and Courage. In fhort, 
the Romans charg’d the Enemy briskly, 

who 
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Life of the Emperour 
ae who receiv’d them in good Order, and — 
ἢ" fought with great Refolution. The Fight — 
ΤῊ was obftinate, and held a great while, but — 
at laft the Germans were cut in pieces ; and 
1 which is remarkable, they found a great 
ve many Women in Armour amongft the 
: Dead, who fell fighting by the fides of 
their Husbands, and Children. 
Thus a great Victory was gait’d, and 
the Rowan Army had behav’d themfelves 
Dio. exceedingly well; However, the Empe- 
rour was not to be prevail’d on by any 
unreafonable Demands ; and_ therefore 
when the Soldiers petition’d him to raife 
their Pay, he refus’d them with this An- 
fwer; ‘ That to give them Mony extra- 
“ordinary for the Succefs of the Battel, 
* was in effect to Tax the Corps of their 
“Parents and Relations, and to fet an 
“ἔχε upon their Blood, for which he 
** was anfwerable to God Almighty, the 
““ only Perfon to whom Princes were ac- 
“ countable. Indeed, let the Difficulty of 
the Juncture be what it would, he was. 
always Matter of fo much Fortitude, and 
Prudence,as never to be over-ruled beyond 
Juftice, either out of Fear, or eafynefs of 
“ΕΝ Lemper. 
ἐν Upon this Succefs he was proclaimd 
, Experour the fifth time, the Victories of 
Perus, having given him the fame Za¢le ; : 
j four. 
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four times before. The Night before the τά. 
Battel, a Spy being taken in the Camp, 
was brought to hisTent. Andthe Em- 
perour having a mind to examine him, 
the Man told him; [am fo very Cold that 
1 can’t fpeak, therefore if you would know 
any thing of me, you muft firft order me fome 
Cloaths to my back, if you have avy. The 
Emperour was not at all difpleasd with 
his Bluntnefs, but gave him what he ask’d 
for, and fo let him go. 

And here we mutt not forget the Ex- 1, 
ploit of a private Soldier, who ftanding 
Centinel one Night onthe bank of the 
Danube, and hearing the Voice of fome of. 
his fellow Soldiers, whomthe Enemy had 
taken by furprize on the other fide, he - 
immediately fwam the River in his Ar- 
mour, difengag’d his Comerades, and 
brought them off with him into the Camp 
* the fame way. 

The Year following there broke out a 
much more dangerous War than that which 

they had finifh'd. The Marcomanni, * and + Tey 

the Quadi, a very warlike People rais’d ἀπε] in 
- agreat Army, at which the Rows were τε ei 
| extreamly difpirited, being ina very ill card Be- 
_ Condition to refift fo powerful an Enemy, "5: 

at a time when the Plague raged violent- 
Jy both in Town and Country, and fwept 
away va{t Multitudes into their Graves. 

ε The 
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The Emperour was the only Perfon notin 
Defpair, his Confidence lay in the Prote- 
ction of Heaven, for whichheendeavour’d 
to qualify himfelf in the firft Place, by 
the offering of Sacrifices : He madea Pro- 
ceffion round about the Town, and the 
Statues of the Gods being laid upon 
"The Bs Couches,* a great Entertainment was fery'd 
to eat in UP to them in their Temples ; and for 
that po- fear any acceptable part of Worfhip fhonld 
"be omitted, all foreign Religions were 
taken in, and Priefts fent for from almoft 
every Quarter: And which is {till more 
{trange, he reftor'd the Solemmities of Ifs, 
-whichhad been Prohibited ever fince the 
ttme of Auguftws ; and made no {cruple to 
worfhip that Goddefs, whofe Temple had 
been pull’d down in the Reign of Tiberius, 
the Decorations burnt, her Statue thrown 
into the Tiber, and her Priefts knockt on 
the Head. There was fo much Cattel fa- 
crificed upon this Cccafion, that fome fa- 
tyrical People, whofe Tongues are never 
to betyed, madea Jefton’t; and faid that 
if the Emperour fhould have the geod 
luck to return Conquerour, he would 
fearccly be able to finda piece of Beef for 
the Gods in the whole Empire. 
Sasa Thus when the Religious part was fi- 
Vero, nifn’d, he fet forward againft the Enemy, 
and tookVerws aleng with him; “who | 
would © 
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would gladly have been left at Rome to, 
have carried on his Debauchery, but this 
Antoninus was willing to prevent. The 

two Emperours therefore marched dirett- 

ly for. Aquileia 3 and immediately after 
their Arrival, made up to the Marcowans, 

who lay entrenclid not far off; And heré 

they forc’d their Camp, and routed them 

with a great Slaughter. In this Fight Cpitoi. 
Furius Vidorinus, Captain of the Guards, 

with fome of the beft Troops, was cut off. 
However, this did not difcourage thetwe 
Emperours from puthing their Point, and 
going on with their Advantage ; In hort, 

they prefs'd the Enemy fo hard, that at 

Jaft their Army grew Mutinous: Upon 
which the greateft part of their Confede- 

rates drew. off their Forces, Κι ἃ thofe 

who advifed the Revolt, and fent to beg 
Peace of the Romans. Verus being fatit- 

fied with their Submiflions, and ford of σι ρίοι. iy 
the Liberties of the Town, wasearneft with Vero. 
Antoninus to grant them their Requeft; 

and march home. What. greater Adinin- 
tage, lays he, caw your Majefty hope for than 

this offer 2. Have you a wind to force your 
Enemies upon fome defperate Attempt, cud 
fhew them the Weakwefs of the Empire whe» 

ther they will or no? Let us rather manage 
their Ignorance, and make the mol? of ther 
Conflervation, and give them Leavis, while 

€ 2 they 
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theyare difpos'd tot, to think more of a Re- 
treat, than a Revenge. To this Antoninus 
anfwer'd, That there was no trufting to 
thefe Barbarians, that theit pretence of | 
Submiffion was only to gain time; and 
keep the Storm from falling upon them: 
That ‘twas the Intereft of the Empire 
to make Advantage of the Mifunderftand- 
ings, and Diforders amongft them, and 
not give them leifure to agree, and rally 
all their Forces upon the Romans, when 
probably we hall be ftill in a worfe Con- 
dition to receive them ; and having thus 
deliver'd his Opinion, he immediately or- 
der’d his Troops to march. 
Capitol. | Lhe two Emperours pafs'd the Alps, 
purfued the Enemy, and defeating them 
feveral times, difpers'd them entirely at 
‘Jaft, and return’d without any Confidera- 
ble Lofs. Winter being now pretty for- 
ward, they refolv’d to go into Quarters at 


Domine, Aquileia ; but the * Plagueforc’d themto 


alter their Meafures, and go off with a few 
Cnitol. in Of their Troops. Upon their March, Ve- 
ἴον γάρ Was feized with an Apoplectick Fit 
near Altimum, whither he wascarried, and 
where he died foon after ; his Body was 
convey'd to Rome by Antoninus, who 
fhew'd him the fame Funeral Refpe& 
which had been paid to the Emperour 

.. dus:Father ; and ne’re fcrupled to make a 
I 


Capitcl. is : 
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I grant we have reafon to believe that 
Antoninus was well enough fatisfied with 
his Death ; fuch a Suppofition is no lefs 
than what may be expected fromthe Pru- 
dence and Gravity of this Prince, and 
from the tender Regard he had for the 
welfare of hisPeople. Butthat, asa cer- 
tain Hiftorian adds, * He fhould publick- * Capitol. 
ly own his Satisfaction in a Speech of Με. 
Thanks to the Senate, this is altogether 
incredible. However, that Author will 
have it, that the Emperour hinted to the 
Floufe, that the Parthian War had never 
been fo happily ended, had it not been ma- 
nagd by his Dire#ion and Advice; and 
then declar’d, That having now the Sove- 
raignty wholly in his own Hands ; and no 
longer enbarrafsd with a debauch'd Alfi- 
fant, he would alter his Meafures, avd be- 
gin anew Reign. Now Antoninus wastoo 
Modeft, and too Wife to talk at this rate; 
fuch Difcourfe was neither fuitable to his 
own Maxims, nor to the Character he Capitol. 
gives of Verus in his firft Book, nor in fine 
to the purport of his Speech, the defign of 
which was to thank them for ordering 
the Apotheofis of Vervs. His Enemies no 
doubt fet this Report about, to give fome 
Colour to another Calumny which they 
{pread at the fame time, that the Empe- 

rour having difcover'd the Defign of Ve- 
C 3 PHS 
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rus to poyfon him, prevented him in his - 
Plot, help’d him to a Dofe, and prattis’d 
his own foul Play upon him :: Or as fome 
faid, prevail’d with his Phyfician to bleed 
him to Death. The fufpicion of fuch a 
Praétife being too grofs to ftick upon Az- 
toninus, a great many People threw it up- 
on Fauftina 5 giving out that this Princefs 
Fapitol.in had reveng’d her felf by Poyfon ee Ve~ 
Yeo. ys, being enraged againft him for betray- 
ing the fcandalous Correfpondence be- 
tween them to his Emprefs Lucila. But 
the moft general Opinion was, that Lweil- 

Ja was the Perfon that put him into this. 
Mortal Fit ; for not being able to endure 
the Raffion Verus had for his own Sifter 
Fabia, and being lefsconcern’d at the Lofs 
of her Husband’s Affection’; than:at the 
haughty Behaviour of her Sifter in law, 
who with an Infolence proportionable to 
her Lewdnefs, abus‘d her Intereft with hér 
Brother, and treated the young Emprefs 
with Negleé&t: For this Reafon Lucifa 
chofe rather to level her Revenge direétly 
againtt Verws, than againft her Rival, con- 
cluding fromthe proud Humour of Fabia; 
that to tumble her down in this manner 
from that Criminal height of Greatnefs, to 
which her Inceft had raifed her, would 
be the feveteft Punifament imaginable : 
for being thus reduced to a private Stati- 
Ons 
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on; and having no Countenance of Roy- 
al Authority to fupport her, fhe woukl 
be no longer in any Condition, to difpute 
Quality with the Daughter, and Widow 
of an Emperour. 

After the Deification was over, Amtoni- 
nws being Apprehenfive leaft the Town 
fhould be infected with a worfe Mortaii- 
ty, than that they had lately felt, by the 
Lewdnefs of thofe Manumis’d Slaves, who 
had the Afcendant over Verus in Syria ; 
and ferv'd him in his Debaucheries ; he re- 
folv'd to remove them from the Court ; 
And to do it in a manner that might leaft 
reflect upon his Brother's Memory, He 
fent them off with confiderable Offices in- 
to diftant Countries ; and thus tho’ they 
feem?d prefer'd, they were no better than 
decently Banifh’d : In fhort, he kept none 
ef them with him but Elecz, of whom 
he hada much better Opinion than of the 

reft. | 
The Liberty, and Diforders of the War 
réviv'd the old Malice of the Heathens ; 

who taking no notice ofthe kmperour’s © 
Orders, began to perfecute the Chriftians 
in the remoter Provinces. St. Poljcarp was 
the τίς that was facrificed ; the Flames 
of whofe Martyrdom ferv’d for a fort of 
Beacon to light up the Perfeevtiow in Gaul 
and Afia.. ’Tis pretended thit Avtowinus 
| ς 4 had 


i 


we ae: Lee = »ἪΥ ᾿. a ~~ : ΤῈ ΩΡ 
wey 
‘ - ῖ 
᾿ 7 ¥ 


ΧΙ “ΞΟ 706ε Life of the Emperour 


hada Hand in’t. Foruponthe Lord De- 
puty of Gauls writing to the Emperour | 
to know his Pleafure about fome Chrifti- 
ans in Cuftody, his Anfwer was, that he 
would have him execute thofe who confefs'd, 
and difcharge thereft. But here ‘twas none 
of his intention to make the owning of 
Chriftianity Capital ; his meaning was on- 
ly that thofe fhould fuffer who could not 
clear themfelves of the Crimes charg’d up- 
on them. For the Governours of Pro- 
vinces, and inferiour Magiftracy, perceiv- 
ing that the only way to oppref$ the Chri- 
fiians, was toafperfe their Innocence, and 
furprize the Emperour by Mifinformation 5 
‘Upon this View, they ufed to load the 
lgdiG ment, and make the pretended Cri- 
minal as black as pofflible ; the Particulars 
of which they took care to fpecify in their 
Packets to Court 5 And to fortify the Evi- 
dence, tranfmitted the Depofitions of fome 
bribed, or frighted Slaves, who being fet 
upen the Rack, confefs'd what they had 
a mind to. And thus having gain’d a ge- 
ΠΟΙᾺ] Order by mifreprefenting Matter of: 
Fact, they explain’d it to their own Hu- 
mour, and did what Mifchiefthey pleas‘d. 
And don’t fuch Mifmanagement as this 
fometimes happen under the beft Empe- 
rours? Don’t their Viceroys, Generals,and 
Magiftrates often abufe their Power, and 
Ye ak oie tae a 
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pupiction ὁ And would it not be unrea- 
-fonable to charge the Violence, and In- 
juttice of the Mizifters, upon the mifin- 
terpreted, and mifapply'd Orders of the 
Prince >? He that confiders the Circum- 
{tances of Time, and Place, together with 
the Temper of Aztoninus, his Good Na- 
ture, his Juftice and Refolution ; he that 
confiders this can never believe that he 
would fet a Perfecution on Foot after ha- 
ving fo long, and fo Publickly declar’d 
againft it ? that he fhould doit when he 
was foleSoveraign, and at a time too, when 
the Plague and the War, had almoft dif- 
peopled the Empire. How can this pre- 
tended Severity be reconciled with the 
Emperours Maxim, that thofe who mifs the 
Truth, are miftaken againft their Will, and 


deferve more to be pitticd than hated: * To * Book xi. 
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misbehave themfelves in their Pofts of © 


conclude ; we haveone certain Argument rae 8. 
aiid, 


more that Avtonxinus was no Perfecutor ; 
becaufe there were no Martyrdoms at 
Rome during his whole Reign and Refi- 
dences, nor fo much as one drop of Chri- 
{tian Blood fhed within the Bis of Mor- 
tality. | 

Before the Year for Verws’s Mourning 


was expired , } Avtoninus married his, 4, 


Daughter again to Clandins Pompeianus 5 Dom.172. 


this Perfon was fomewhat old, andno 
bios! Re more 
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more than the Son of a Private Gentle- — 
man ; but then he had all the Recomen-. 
ding Qualities imaginable, and was fit to — 
be prefer’d to the higheft Pofts of Truft and. 
Honour : His Fidelity and Courage, his 
Probity and old Grave way of Living, his 
Experience, and his Reputation too, were 
all extraordinary. Thefe Confiderations 
made the Emperour chufe him before No- 
blemen of the beft Quality and Figure ; 
for Virtue, and Merit were the Things he 
moft valued, and always prefer’d to For- 
tune and Birth. The young Emprefsand 
her Mother were not over-much pleas’d 
with this Match; but Avtontuys havi 
taken care that his Daughter fhould not 
fuffer in her Privileges, nor fink ia any 
part of her Quality, they both of them 
were fatisfied at laft. As for Kanftina, the 
was of Opinion her Daughter had loft no- 
thing, as long as fhe was continued in the 
Title, and State ofan Emprefs : And La- 
eila who had arnind to have her Liberty, 
and follow her Fancy, was fomewhat 
pleas'd that fhe bad taken rather a Valet, 
than a Husband. 

Thus Avtoninws having put his Daugh- 
ter into good Hands, fet forward to put 
an end to the War again{t the Marcomanni, 
who having now the Quadi, Sarmate, 
Pandales,and other Nations for their Con- 

federates 


ἢ 
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federates came on more Fierce and Formi- 
dable than before : The Wars againft 
Hannibal, and thé Cimbri, dad not carry 
more Terror along with them: In fome 
of the firft Difputes, the Emperour had 
the worft on’t For probably ‘twas in this 
War, that that Defeat was given to his 
Troops, which had likely to have coft him 
the Lofs of Aguileia, which happen’d in 
the manner following. | 

Alexander, who pretended to Prophecy, 
and whofe Life is written by Lucian; * «1.4, 
had fo great a Reputation at that time, in Pfeedo- 
that People look’d upon him 88 a kind of ™nt 
Deity : This Impoftor had the Confidence 
to fend the Emperour this Oracle in Verfe. 


Gurgitibus fiuvii turgentis ab inbribwe 
L fri 

Tnmiffiffe duos Cybeles edico Mixniftros 5 
Monte feras alitas 9 twm quantuu alit In- 
dicus aer 
Flovuns atq;Herbarun beneolentum ; mong; 
futura Μ᾿ 
ΕἸ ViGoria, pax ὦ" amabilis, & Decws 


INgeENS. 


Two Slaves of Cybel’s, + with Arabian + Twe 
Sweets, Liens, 

Let thenz be thrown inta the Ifters Stream; 
This» 


\ 
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| This Water-Sacrifice will rout the Foe, 
And blef{s the Empire with aglorious Peace. 


Antoninus comply’d with the Oracle ei- 

Haron. ad ther out of a Superftitious Principle, or 
15.060 Εἰς to fatisfy the Army, whofe Spirits he 
believ’d would be raifed by fuch an Ex- 
pectation. The two Lions were accord- 

ingly thrown into the River, with a great 
Quantity of Sweet Herbs, Flowers, and 

Guins, Thefe Lions had no fooner crofs'd 

the River, but the Enemy knock’d them 

onthe Head. Soon afterthe Battel began; 

and the Romans were fo ill handled that 

they loft above twenty five thoufand Men, 

and were purfuedas far as Aguileta, which 

had certainly been taken by the Barbari- 

ans, lad not the Emperour rallied. his 
Troops and perform’d the part ofa brave 

and experienced General. And now the 
Difhonour his Men had receiv’d, fir'd their 
Courage, and made them fight the better, 
tnfomuch that they routed the Enemy, 

ἐπι ne and at laft drove them out of Paznonia. * 

ry. While this War was depending, the 

omega “Moors harafs'd Spain; and the Egyptian 

se asfome Ficardfmen as they were call'd, being a 

fay Ae. fort of Raxditti, run to Arms, and mer: 

Pom468 headed by a Prick, and one "Ifdorus, ἃ 

Die. frout Fellow, + farpriz’ da Roman Garrifon. 
The Stratagem was this. They difguis'd 

’ them- 
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themfelves in their Wives Cloaths, and 
pretended their Bufinefs was to pay the 
Governour of the Fort a Sum of Mony. 

This Officer being over Credulous, fell in- 

to the fnare, and had his Throat cut, with 

the reft of the Garrifon. Thus flefh’d with pion. in 
SuccefS the Rebels, facrificed a Prifoner, Marc. tib. 


5 


and over his reeking Bowels, which they ae ai 
eat afterwards, fwore themfelves deeper Voleat. in 
into the Revolt, and that they would ne- %** 6. 
ver defert their Party. Upon this, they 
encountred the Rowan Troops, and de- 
feating them {everal times,had made them- 
felves Mafters of Alexandria, if Antoninus 
had not order’d Caffixs who commanded 
in Affa, to march againft them. (μη: 
was too weak to attack thefe Barbarians, 
who were both very numerous, and very 
defperate, and Jed on by a Perfon of ex- 
traordinary Courage : However, he was 
lucky enough to makea Mifunderftanding 
in their Camp, which Advantage he ma- 
nae’d fowell, that at laft they were rout- 
ed, and difpers’d. | 

The Moors in Spaiz had no better Suc- capitol. 
eefS thanthe Egyptians, for the Emperour’s 
Generals cut off a great part of them, and 
elear’d the Country of the reft. 

In the mean time Avtoninus follow'd 
his blow againft the Rebels in the NorsA, 
and fatiguedthem to that degree, by gain- 

ing 
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ing almoft every Day confiderable Ad- 
vantages upon them 5 that at laft he made 


them come too, and» fubmit to his own 
Terms ; and then returning to Rome he 


Fire bi 
ise 
Pe 
- 
Ὁ 


“TheEm- kept the Solemnity of the Decennalia, * 


ery and obferv’d thofe Religious Ceremonies 


tenth = which were ufual upon the occafion. 
lot of During the Peace, the Emperour em- 
Reign ploy’d himfelf in reforming the Laws, and 
nfed to .. correcting the Faults in the Adminiftrati- 
cepa e . ‘ 

ligious On. To give fome Inftances. Firft, To 
Feftival. the end that thofe who were Free-born, 
might never be at a lofs to prove their 
Privilege, he order’d every Citizen in 
Rome to go to the Treafury in Saturn's 
Temple, where the Publick Records were 
kept, and there give an Account of the 
Capitol, Number of his Children 5 and in the Pro- 
vinces alfo he fet up Offices to Regifter the 

Births in every Family. 
ey He very wifely Prohibited all Enquiries 
into the Circumftances and Condition of 
the Dead, after the Term of five Years.And 
that Malefactors might not be toolong 
unpunifh’d, ner the Subject fuffer fo much 
by the Interruption of the Holy Days 5 he 
follow’d Axgufins’s Precedent, and leng- 
then’d the Law Term; fo that now the 
Courts {at two hundred and thirty Days 
in the Year: This Method had two good 
Confequences ; for thus Caufes were dif- 
patch’d 
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patch’d with more Expedition, and a great 
many Temptations to Idlenefs, and De- 
bauchery, remov'd out of the Peoples way. 
He took particular care of the Concerns 
ef Mizors, and erected a new Court for 
_ that purpofe ; the Judge of it was call’d 
~ Pretor Tutelaris, becaufe he affign’d Guar- 
dians, and tried all the Caufes depending 
between them and the Infant. He like- 
wife made a Sapplemental Provifion to 
the Law calld Lex Letoria; which or- 
der’d a fort of Guardians * to Adult Mz- «cya 
nors only in Cafes of Diftraéion or De- tores. 
bauchery, whereas all fuch Perfons were 
now to be under that check without Ex- 
ception. 
He was fo careful to prevent unlawful 
Marriages, and to keep People from run- 
ning within the Prohibited Degrees, that 
he null’d a Marriage of many Years ftand- 
ing between a Woman of Quality, Ὁ and Ὁ τς 
her Uncle, but at the fame time declar’d Name was 
the Children Legitimate. The Emperour’s πανία 
Refcript, or Order fent to this Lady by a 
Manumis‘d Slave, is ftill extant ; It runs 
in the Name of Verws and Antoninus, and 
isvery well worth the inferting. 
The long time you have been married to 
your Uncle, || the Number of your Children, ) μοι, 
ana your being difpos οἱ of by your Grandmo- Lib. 23.7 
ther at an Age when you were nat nes of ae 
: uncder- 
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ΟΧΙΝΗ © 
underftanding the Laws, and Cuftoms of our 
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Empire, are Confiderations of Weight with 


us all thefe Reafons concurring, prevail up- 


on us to allow your Iffue, by this Marriage of — 


forty Years flanding, the Quality, and Pri- 
vileges of their Family, and to make thene 
as much Legitimate, as if they had been bore 
in lawful Wedlock. | 
He moderated the Charge of Publick 
Solemnities, and Entertainments, and lef- 
fen’d the Number of the Rowan Shews, 
that by this means he might hinder his 
Subjects from being over-fond of trifling 


Diverfions, and prevent their Ruin by 


fuch unneceflary Expence, and which was 
often manag’d fo unluckily, as to create 
Mortal Feuds between the beft Families. 
He likewife regulated the Players Salary, 

and order’d it not to exceed fuch a Sum. 
He took great Care to keep the Streets, 
and High-ways in good Repair; He re- 
form’d the Abufes at Avéions, and re- 
{train’d the Bazkers from taking unreafo- 
nable Intereft. He very much mollified the 
Rigour of the Lam by which Aliezs who 
were either Legatees, or Heirs were oblig’d 
to pay the twentieth part of what fell to 
them, into the Exchequer ; tho’ this bur- 
then had been in fome Meafure made 
lighter by the Emperour Trajan. He alfo 
provided that Children fhould ae 
their 


| 
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_ their Mothers Eftates, who died Inteffate. 
The Romans had a Law that thofe who 
were not Originally Italians, in cafe they 
{tood for any Office at Rowe, fhould be 
oblig’d to lay out a Third of what they 
were worth upon Land in Jtaly, that fo 
they might look uponthat, and the Toww, 
astheir own Country : Antoninus τοῖα χ᾽ ἃ 
a little upon this Point, and bound them 
to no more than a Fourth. 
He was particularly careful of the Ho- 
nour, and Intereft of the Senate. For he 
not only rémitted a great many Caufes to 
the Hosfe, which ufed to be tryed at the 
Council Board 3 but alfo impower’d them 
to give Judgment without Appeal. He 
commonly referv’d the Offices of Aidiles 
*and Tribunes, or Treafurers, for thofe +The 
Senators who were decay'd in their For- <#e:.. 
+ ea ' , tec forth 
tunes, provided they were not grown poor ,h- pup. 
by their Vice and Extravagance. “Twas lick stews, 
never his way to receive any Perfon into τέβο μιᾷ 
this Order, without the Confent of the weights 
whole Hoxfe, nor then tfll he had ftriftly 24 Me 
a : , , .7. fures, fur- 
enquired into his Charater. When any vey'd the 
Nobleman was fried for his Life, he al- Buildings, 
ways took care to bé fully inform 'd of the zal ἀν 
Matter alledg’d againft him, and never 7” — 
fuffer’'d any Commoner, tho’ of the beft 
Rank, to be concern’d in Caufes of this 
Nature. His Cuftom was to come tothis Capitol. 
d Senate, 
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~~~ Senate, or Henfe of Lords, as. often as his 
Affairs would give him leave, tho’ he had 
nothing to moves; And when he had any 
BufinefS to. prepofe, he made no Difficulty 
to come up.to Towsx, from the, remoter 
Parts of Jtaly. The greateft part of the 


“Some. Curators * of Towns, were chofen by him 

wha lke Out of the Sewate ; being perfectly of Au- 
M: > 5 ' - . 

ors.ang. S#ftws's Mind, that a Prince by raifing the 

Aldermen. Character ofthe chief Magiftrates ; makes 


his own Figure fhine out the better, and 
fortifies the Royal Authority, whichnei- 
ther can, nor ought to ftand upon any 
other thana Jutft adh 

His Regards for the Sezate did not pre- 
vent his Favours coming down to the In- 
feriour Magiftracy, nor indeed fromreach- 
ing the Subje& in general. He never 
thought any Perfons, let their Condition 
be never fo mean, beneath his Concerns 
his care ftoop’d even to the Gladiators, 
and Ropedancers 5 ordering the firft. to 
fight with Fors, or Buttons upon their 
Swords ;. and that the other fhould have 
Feather-beds, or Mats {pread under them, 
to prevent the danger οἵ ἃ Fall; and from 
hence the Cuftom began of hanging Nets 
under the Rope a great while after. 

He made very fevere Laws.to fecure 
the Privilege of burying Places, and to 
prevent the defacing of Tombs, and Monu- 
} ments 5 
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ments ; he likewife order’d that the Poor 

fhould beburied at the Publick Charge:And 

how inclinable he was to pardon a Malefa- 
cor, we may learn from the following In- 
{tance; a Captain of a Troopof Bazditti, 

who had a mindto be plundering of Rome, 

bethought himfelf ofthis Opportunity. He 
soesinto'Mars’sField in the Suburbs.climbs 

a wild Figtree there,and entertains the Mob 
with abundance of Prognoftications, telling 
them withal that upon fuch a day when 

they faw him fall off theTree,and turn him- 
felfinto a Storke, the Sky would rain Fire, 
and lay the World in Afhes: The People, 
being generally given to Superftition, and 
over-credulous, {wallow’d this Prophec} 
witha great deal of Belief,and Admirations 
and inthe mean timethe Camerades of this 
Figure-flinger 5 made their Advantage of 
their Folly, and {trolling from home. When 
the Day for this terrible Metamorphofis was 
come,the Knave drops off the Fig-tree, and 
in the Tumble,Jets a Stork loofe outof his 
Bofom with a good:cleanly Conveyance, 
and then dives himfelf out of fight in the 
Crowd; The Mob were ftrangely amaz’d at 
this Miracle,and expecting a fhower of Fire 
would come powdring down upon them, 
madea great hubbub, and confufion in the 
City. The Emperour being inform’d of this 
Adventure, had the pretended Prophet 
brought before him; and after having got- 
d 2 ten 
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tenthe Truth out of him (Sa ραν of 
Pardon,he was as gqod as his Word, tho’ 
notwithftanding his Stoical Gravity, he 
could fcarcely forbear laughing at the Fel- 
lows Roguery. ) 

He made ufe of all forts of Expedients 
to reform the Misbehaviour and Diforders 
among Women,and young People of Con- 
dition ; not Knowing how much his own 
Family was concern’d inthefe Misfortunes. 
For he was ftill ignorant of the Liberties 
taken by hisEmprefs Fauftina 5 aswe may 
eafily perceive by his Letters to her a little 
beforeher Death: And befides; we have 
reafon to believe, that had he been ac+ 
quainted with her Irregularities, hé would 
rather have made ufe of proper Reniedies, 
than conceal’dthe Injury : Indeed we can't 
fuppofe him capable of fo fcandalous an 
Indulgence, efpecially fince fuch Abufe of 
Families was feverely punifh’d in Private 
Perfons by the Roman Laws. 1 grant a cer- 
fain Hiftorian is of another Opinion, who 
reports, that when the Emperour was ad- 
vis d by fome of his Friendsto be Divorced 
from ἔμπα upon the fcore of her ill 
Condué, he made Anfwer, I wu returz 
her her Fortune then 9 Now this jeft of an 
Anfwer, has taken mightily, and gone a 
great way in Peoples Belief. 

I am not ignorant of the Rifque a Man 
rans in oppofing his PrivateSentiment — 

againft — 
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againft Authority and common Belief. 
However fince there is but one Hiftorian 
who delivers this Paflage, and even he 
none of the moft confiderable for Indif- 
ferency, Judgment,and Exactnefs, one may 
very well imagine that the Credit of this 
Sentence is not fo much owing to its own 
Truth, as to the Negligence and Inad- 
vertency of thofe that took‘it upon Truft. 
For granting the Empire was really Fux- 
inaS Portion; as we mult fuppofe in Fa- 
vour tothe Hiftorian, this Avfwer notwith- 
{tanding would have been improper, and 
unworthy the Character of Antoninus 5 
who fcorn’d to hold the Empire of the 
World, by fuch a fcandalous Texure - But ¢., 
then the Empire’s being Faxuftina’s Dower 4. 
was fo far from Matter of Fact, that ig‘ δ᾽ acer- 
was really fettled upon Avtoninus before wi... τς 
there was any Profpect of this Marriage : Emperour 
For when Adrian Adopted this Emperour, καρ τς 
he oblig’d him to a Contra& with the ofthe « 
Daughter of Lucius Commodus. nares ᾿ 
That Satyrical Stage-Jingle upon the ria oz 
Name of Tertullus, when the Emperour * Name 
was at a Play, proves nothing; For Axto- Meat 


ninus had no neceflity of taking this Jeft * /ax-, ον 
The other made Anfwer as it were with fome litrle Viffical- Wore 
ty of Recolle&tion, 7u/ius, Tullius, Tullus. He that pu: the Mafer: 
Queftion, being impatient to know the Nime. replies, what 

fay you? I told you, {ays his Friend in the Dialogue, fer Tullis, 

that is thive repeated Tullius ter, orthrice, which is as much 

asto fay the Mans Mame is Tertillue. Capitol. 20. 
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to himfelf, there being enough befides to 
juftify the Application. Σ 

The appearing in great Cities ina Coach, 
a Horfe-litter, or on Horfe-back, was al- 
ready Prohibited by Adrian: This Law 
was revived by Aztovinws under exprefS 
Penalties : For he could not endure a Cir- 
cumf{tance peculiar to Trixmph που] grow 
cheap by common Ufage ; And that the 
Subjeét fhouldtake the Liberty of an Equi- 
page, which even the Emperours declin’d 
unlefs upon extraordinary Occafions. 

He was fully perfwaded that the pre- 
ferring unworthy Perfons to the Magiftra- 
cy, was one ofthe greateft Misfortunes 
that could happento aPrince. And thus 
taking all poffible Precaution to prevent 
fuch a Mifchief from himfelf, he never 
made any Difficulty to deny an unreafo- 
nable Requeft : A Perfon of a very ill Re- 
putation having beg’d an Office of him, 
he gave him this Anfwer ; Purge your felf 
firft of thofe bad Reports that go of you : To 
this the Man prefently replied, Sir, I know 
Several Fudges as great Rakes as my felf. The 
Emperour took no notice of his Boldnefs, 
but made it his BufinefS not to give any 
Occafion to fuch Reproaches fer the fir- 
ture. ' 

When he found any Perfon qualified to 
ferve the Publick, he gave them their due 

| ~ Com- 
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Commendation ; and put them into fuch 
Pofts as they were fit for ; upon fuch oc- 


cafions he us’d to fay, That tho' a Prince Dio. 


could not make his Subjets what he had a 


_ mind to, yet “twas in his Power to turn 


them to Account, by employing them in 
fuch Bufinefs asthey underftood. No fort 
of Confideration could make him over- 
look Merit, and Capacity in any Perfon. 
Nor did ever any Prince delight more in 
making the Fortune of his Friends. Some 
of them were rais’d by him tothe higheft 
Pofts in the Government; And thofetwho 
had pitch’d upon a Condition of Life 
which lay out of the way of Employment 
and Office ; he tookcare to prefent them 
Jargely, and fettle fuch Penfions upon 
them, as might make them amends for 
the Privacy of their Station ; and for theif 
voluntary baulking themfelves in their In- 
tereft, and Honour; But at the fame time 
he always avoided the granting of Penfi- 
ons to fuch as were perfeGly Infignificant 
to the Commonwealth : Not forgetting 
the wife Maxim of his Father Antoninus 
Pivs, who ufed to fay, That ’twas a fhazte- 
fil Piece of Injuftice to let thofe People fted 
upon the Publick, who were too lazy to ferve 
zt. As for the Poor, they never applied 
to him invain; And the relieving ofthem 
was fo great a Pleafure to him; that he 

da jook’d 
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~ Jook’d upon it as one of the greateft Hap- 


* Books. 
Se&. 17. 


Capitol. 
34. 


id. 12. 


pinefies of his Life, never tohave been 
unfurnifh’d for this Purpofe; *And returns 


Thanks to the Gods for this conftant op- — 
' portunity of doing Good. 


In the punifhing Part his Method was Ὁ 


to mitigate the Sentence, and go lower 
than the rigour of the Law. He was fo 


exa& in the Bufinefs of Juflice, efpecially: 


in Criminal Caufes, that he reprimanded 
one of his Judges feverely, for flubbering 
over a Tryal of fome Perfons cf Fafhion, 
and»condemning them in a hurry: He 
madethe Judge grant the Prifoners a new 
Tryal, and told him withal, That the leaf? 
thing which a Magiftrate commiffion'd for 
Juftice, could do, was to have Patience to 
hear what People of Condition could fay fer 
themfelves. Another Judge having misbe- 
hav'd himfelfin a Caufe of great Concern ; 
the Emperour inftead of turning him out, 
made him lye by a little, and affign’d his 
Jurifdi&ion toa Brother of the fame Bench, 
In fhort, he left no Expedient untryed to 
difcourage People from doing amifS, and 
to engage them to their Duty. He re- 
warded their Merits, fcreen’d their Fail- 
ings, and corre¢ted their greater Faults, 
by fuch a Temper of Difcipiine,as carried 
more Advantage than Rigour along with 


ifs 
Lig As 


-- 


ἵ 


~~ Marcus ANTONINUS. 


As none of the Actions of Princes are 
without Force and Example, but do ei- 
ther a great deal of Good, or Mifchief to 
their Subjects, fo Aztoninus’s making Phy- 
lofophy his Inclination, had likely to have 
been very prejudicial to the Romans: For 
now the Empire was almoft over-run with 
pretending Sages,who to {punge upon their 
Prince 5 tookthe Habit, and Title of PAi- 
lofphers, but left the good Qualities be- 
hind them; infomuch that they were not 
only burdenfome to Private Families, but 
even to the State it felf. The Emperour 
being fenfible ofthis Diforder, put a ftop 
to it. For now the Sham-Philofophers 
were thrown out of all Privilege and Fa- 
vour granted to that Faculty, and none 

ut Men of approv'd Virtue, Charaéter, 
and Merit, taken into the Coege. 

He usd to fay that an Emperour ought 
never to precipitate any Bufinefs, nor dif- 
patch it, as it were Ex paffant, andthat 
Negligence in little Matters, is fometimes 
an occafion of great Miftakes, Whena 
Caufe was before him * he always ufed 
to give the Lawyers what time they de- 
fired in their Argument: For he look’d 
upon it as a very rath and unadvis’d Me- 
thod, to limit a Hearing to fo many Mi- 
nutes, without knowing the Extent, or 
the Importance of the Matter to be al- 
ee ἊΣ ᾿ς Ἰεάρ' ἡ: 
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ledg’d ; Efpecially fince Patience is one 
part of Fuffice;; And that ‘tis much better 
to fuffer the Long Robe to plead twenty 
things Foreign and wide ofthe Cafe, than 
hinder them from faying one that’s Mate- 
rial, and to the Purpofe. He ufed the 
fame Care and Exattnefs in fmaller Caufes, 
as in thofe of the greateft Concern, it be- 
ing his Maxim that Fu/tice ought to be 
uniform, and hold out to the whole length 
of her Adminiftration, and that nothing 
relating to Right and Wrong was little. ° 
And thus he would fometimes fpend ten 
or twelve Days.upon a Jryal, and keep 
the Council at the Board till Night ; nei- 
ther would he ever leave the Senate, till 
the Conful had difmifs’d the Πρ in this 
Cuftomary Form, My Lords, we have xo 


_more trouble to give you : And which made 


allthis Patience and Application themore _ 
Remarkable, his Conftitution was but © 
weak, he could not bear the leaft Cold, ~ 
nor venture himfelf with any more than a | 
flender Meal, which he always eat at — 
Night, and took nothing in the Day- — 
time but a little Treacle to fecure his Sto- 
mach. But none of thefe Difadvantages 
could make him indulge, or neglect any | 
ef thofe Publick Functions, which as he © 
us'd to fpeak,the Character ofa Prince,and — 
Legiflator, oblig’d hum to. Siged 
He 
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He could not endure Trifling, but coun- Capitol- 
ted ita great Crime to throw away the _ 
Jeaft Minute to no Purpofe. That time, 
which in Compliance to Cuftom, he fpent 
at the Publick Shews, was not altogether 
loft; for even then, ‘twas always his Me- 
thod either to Write, or Read. In his 
Voyages and Expeditions, and when he 
he was moft embarrafs’d with Bufinefs, he 
made the ufual Intermiffions for Sleep, 
and Recreation, turn to fome very figni- 
ficant Account. Thefe Intervals he gene- 
rally employ’d in converfing with himfelf, 
in examining his Condu@, the State of 
his Mind, and the Quality and Condition 
of his Enterprifes ; “Tis to this Vigilance, 
andCare of himfelf, that we are indebted 
for his Excellent Meditations. By the Date 
of his two firft Books, we are inform’d 
that the one was written at Carnuntuma, 
--and the other in his Ca#p amongit the 
Quadi, when the Emperonr was ingae’d 
in the-moft formidable War of his whole 
Reign. This great Frugality of Time pro- 
duced feveral other Pieces which have 
fallen fhort in the Conveyance. Thelofs 
of his Commentaries, or the Hiftory of his 
Life, which he left for his Son’s Inftru- 
se 5 is that which is moft to be lamen- 
fed. . 
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"Twas always his Opinion that the Cre- 
dit and Security of the Government de- 
pended chiefly upon Good Meafures ; For 
this Reafon he would never undertake any 
thingin War, or Peace, without the Ad- 
vice of his Privy Council 5 and which is 
more, not without confulting thofewho 
had the beft Reputation for Senfe, whe- 
ther Courtiers, Burghers, or Sexators : And 
here he was fo far from the Vanity of 
dragging the reft into his own Opinion, 
that he was always glad of a reafon to 
follow the Board ; and ufed to fay; ‘Tis 
much more aecountable for me to refign to the 
Advice of fuch great Men who are all my 
Friends,than that fo many Wife Heads fhould 
be over-ruled by my fingle Opinion. Andto 
cure that common, but dangerous Miftake, 
which makes it uncreditable to yield up 
an Opinion, he has left us this fignificant. 
Truth in one of his Meditations, That 
a Man that gocs in to the Sentiment of 
another, is no lefs at bis Liberty than if he 
had ftuck clofe to his firft Thought 5 For ‘tis 
purely his own Senfe and Fudgment that pre- 
vails with him to alter bis Mind. 

He counted ita great Crime to warp the 
jeaft from Veracity and Good Faith; and 
to prevent being furpriz’d by the falfe Rea- 
foning of thofe Politicians who pretend, 
that a Wife Prince is not to be tyed to 
his 
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his Engagements, when they diferve his 
 Intereft ; that promifes are only Things 
of Courfe, nothing but handfome Baits 
to catch the unwary ὁ to keep thefe Kna- 
vith Principles from getting within him ; 
He lays down this admirable Maxim, 
which all Princes are concern’d to take 
notice of ; Take efpecial care ( {ays he) 
mever to count any thing an Advantage that 
will force you, at one time or other, to break 
your Word. 

As reafons of State diredted ; He fre- 
quently chang’d the Governours of Pro- 
vinces, taking thofe into his own Hands 
which had been managed by Proconfuls in 
behalf of the Senate and Commons, and 
giving them others govern’d by Deputies 
and Viceroys Commiflionated by himfelf: 
And here according to Awgufiws’s Rule, he 
gave the People fuch Provinces as he could 
moft confide in, and receiv’d thofe of 
which he was lefs affur'd. 

He loved to be throughly inform’d of 
what People faid of him, not to punifh 
thofe who took too much Liberty, but to 
Fearn what was liked, or diflik’d in his 
Management ; The ufe that he made of 
Publick Cenfure, or Commendation, being 
only to recover a falfe {tep, or go on ina 
Defenfible Method, with better Affurance. 
And when his Adminiftration, or private 
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Condué& were blam’d without Reafon, his 
Cuftom was to reply to the Charge ei- 
ther by Letter or Word of Mouth, not fo 
much to juftify himfelf, as to undeceive 
thofe that fpread the Report, and ac- 
quaint them with Matter of Fact. 
He would never admit of thofe over- 
rown Ambitious Titles, which usd to 
e given to other Princes, nor fuffer any 
Temples or. Altars to be built for him ; 


Bejing fully convine'd,that the Flattery of 


the Subject fignifies nothing in true Great- 
nefs, that [15 the peculiar Privilege of 
Virtue, to raife up a Monarch tothe Gods; 
and that a Prince remarkable for Juftice 5. 
has the whole World for his Temple, and 
all honeft Men will be his Priefts to wor- 
fhip him. ? 


The Marcomanni, whofe Submiffions 


were only to deceive the Emperour, and 


make their Advantage by his drawing off, — 
levyed Forces again, and Menaced higher — 
than ever. This Enemy. had now en- | 
lare’d their Confederacy, and made them- — 


felves more formidable than before, by be- 
ing reinforced with all the Nations from 
TLyricum to Gaul. * On the other fide, 
the Romaz Troops were very much lef- 


fen’d both by Plague, and Service, and — 
the Exchequer quite exhaufted by a long 
War, infomuch that the Emperour found — 

) him-— 
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himfelf in greater Difficulties than ever. 
The firft part of this Misfortune was re- 
medied by lifting the Gladiators, the Ban- 

ditti of Dalmatia and Dardania, andthe 
Slaves too, which was never done finee 

the Second Pumnick War. And here ‘tis 

very Remarkable to obferve, tlrat the Ro- 
mans. were very loath to lofe their Di- 
verfions, to fave their Skins : They were 
mighty warm to have their Fexcers dif- 
charg’d : The Streets were crowded with 
Tumults, and they were perpetually baw- 

ling out fuch Sentences as this; What ? Capitol. 
muft we be condemn'd to Senfe in fpight of *3- 
our Teeth? Are we all to be made Philofo- 
phers.;, and χρη never fee any Prizes, and 
fine Sights any more ὁ The Emperour was 

not in the leaft fhock’d with this Diftur- 
bance ; he was no ftranger to the Tem- 

per of the People, he knew very well, that 

tho’ they» made a Man a Brute one Day, 
they'd make a God of him the next, pro- 
vided he maintain’d his Ground, and ftood 

firm to.a reafonable Refolution. * Coo Boot 
_ The main Difficulty of raifing Mony was 4. 5:8.16 
ftill behind; which by a Prince of Avto- 
zinus s Goodnefs was not fo eafily mafter’d: 

For he could not endure the Thought of 
‘laying any new Taxes upon the People. 

The beft and quickeft Expedient for a μη. ἐν 
Fund, which he could pitch on, ri CQ Ῥάπεξβ εν 
Ο]- 
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follow the Precedent of Nerva and Trajan, 
and fell the Furniture of his Palaces. Now 
the Subje& being not allow'd to have 
their Houfes fo richly Futnifh’d, or be 
ferv'd in Gold, ot Silver Plate like the 
Emperour ; to promote the Sale therefore, 
Antoninus was forced to permit Perfons of 
Quality to make their Figure and Equi- 
page, as magnificent as they pleas’d. Up- 
on this Liberty the Avéion began ; and 

Capitol. al the beft of the Crown Jewels, Paintings, 

uveP: Criftals, Plate and Hangings, together 
with the Emprefs’s Wardrobe, were fet to 

Sale, and fo were a vaft number of rich 

Pearls in Adrian’s Cabinet. Now the Ro- 

iuans who were too poor to carfy on the 

War, to fecure their Country, and affift 

a brave Prince, found Mony enough to 

buy his Furniture: This Axion lafted 

two Months, and rais‘d fuch a vaft Sum, 
that the Emperour was plentifully fupply’d 
for the Charge of the Campaign. At his 
coming home he publifh’d a Proclamati- 
on to let them know, it would be kindly 
taken if they would return the things at 
the Price paid for themi, but forc’dno 
body to part withthem againft their Will. 

- Before he took the Field he loft his 

35. youngeft Son Verws Cefar; This Prince 
was but feven Years old, and died of an 
Impoftumation in his Ear, the Phyficians 
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larch the Tumour before ‘twas Ripe. 

He bore this Lofs like a Manof Fortittide, 
would not fuffer Fupzter’s Holy Days, 
which happen’d at that time, fhould be 
difturb’d by a Publick Mourning , {poke 
kindly to the Phyficians, and paid them 
well for their Attendance ; and was {atif- 
fied in getting a Golden Statue voted for 
his Son, which he order’d to be caitied 
about in a Pompous manner at the Circen- 
fran Diverfions; and that the Salzz * fhould ἡ Priefts 
make a Panegyrical Poem in honour of * “**: 
the Deceasd: Thefe Ceremonies being 
over, he reaflum’d his Bufinefs, and took 
care of the Government, and having bee’d 
the Affiftance of the Gods by Sacrificing 
and Devotion, fet forward againft the 
Enemy. 

This Expedition was much longer and 
more Troublefome than all thereft. The 
Emperour being come up to Caruuntunz, 
which he made his Head Quarters, pafs’ d 
the Dazube upon a Bridge of Boats, at 
the Head of his ‘Troops, ‘marched on to 
the Enemy, beat them in feveral Difputes, 
and burnt their Villages ; Upon which 
feveral great Lords of the Confederacy 
being amaz’d at the Prosrefs of his Victo- 
ries, came in, and fabmitted. One Day 
as he was fearching i in Perfon for the Ford 
of a River which ftop’d his March, and 
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was a fort of Fortification tothe Barbari- 
ans; the Enemy’s Slingers on the other 
fide the Water, difcharg’d fuch a Volee of 


Stones upon him, that he had certainly — 


been loft, if his Men had not immediate- 
ly come up and cover'd him with their 
Shields, This furprize ferv’d only to make 
the Army advance with greater Refoluti- 


on; fo that paffing the River in a Heat, | 


they power’d in upon the Barbarians, and 
made a great Slaughter of them. After 
the Rout, the Emperour went to view the 
Field of Battel, not to boaft of his Vidéto- 


Ty, nor entertain himfelf with a bloody 
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Spectacle ; but to weep over the Wounds 
and Misfortune of the Dead ; and to pre- 
ferve thofe who were not paft help; and 
before he marched any farther he offer’d 
Sacrifices upon the Place. 

The Quadi concluding, and that rea- 
fonably enough, they fhould be purfued, 
left fome Companies of Archers, fuppor- 
ted by a Body of Horfe, to skirmifh with 
the Enemy, and pretend to difpute the 
Ground : And here the Romans prefsd on 
with more Courage than Caution, ‘a fault 
not uncommon in thofe who have the 
better of the Day. They attack’d the 
Archers with great Vigour, who accord- 
ing to Orders gave way ; and counterfeit- 
ing a halty Retreat, drew the Romans in- 


to 
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toa fort of Defile , and enclos’d them be- 
tween a Ledge of f{teep and fandy Monn- 
tains. The Emperour’s Men, not percei- 
ving the Danger they weve in ; and think- 
ing nothing too hard for their Bravery, 
fought very briskly at firft, notwithftand- 
ing the Difadvantage of the Ground : The 
Enemy were not fo eager to pufh the 
Point, but {tood barely upon the Defen- 
five, being unwilling to run a hazard for 
an Advantage, which a little Patience 
would put into their Hands. The Ro- 
mans were at a lofs to explain this Con- 
duc, till the exceflive Heat pent in be- 
tween the Mountains, till their Wovnds, 
their Wearinefs, and their Thirft, rade 
them fenfible of theirError. Then, when 
‘twas too late, they underftood, that they 
could neither Retreat, nor Fight, that 
they muft either-be {corch’d, and parch’d 
to Death, or have their Throats cut by 
the Enemy. And now things were brought 
to that Extremity, that neither Anger, nor 
Defpair could raife their Spirits: The 
Emperour who was much more concern’d 
for their Misfortune than his own, rid 
about the Army, and endeavour’d both 
by Perfwafion and Sacrifice to reaffure 
them, and retrieve their Courage: But 
they had no Faith intheir Devotions, and 
heither Rhetorick, nor Religion, fignified 
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any thing. And now being harrafs‘d, and 
τι {pent by the Heat of the Weather, 
the Enemy prepar’d to attack them : So 


that expecting no manner of Relief either © 


from their Courage, their Fortune, or their 


Gods, theylook’d upon themfelves asjuft — 


ready to be Sacrificed: And now when 
there was nothing but Groans and How- 
ling to be heard, and Things appear’d in 
the moft lamentable Condition imaginable, 
all on the fuddain the Sky was over-caft, 
the Sun fhrowded,and a prodigious Showr 
powrd down upon their Camp. Thefe 
poor Wretches, who look’d more like 


Ghofts than Men, and had fcarcely ftrength — 


to ftand on their Feet, were fomewhat 
reviv'd at the fight of this unexpected 
Rain; and imagining they fhould find 
more of it by marching farther, prefsd 
forward, and at the fame time held up 
their Mouths, their Head-picces, and their 
Shields to catch the Water. 

The Romans were too bufy in quenching 
their Thirft, to mind Difcipline, and keep 
their Ranks ; And thus their Forces being 
in fome Diforder,theBarbarians not willing 
to lofe the Opportunity, charg’d them 


on all fides. The Romans fought anddrank | 


at the fame time; And many of them 
{wallow'd down theirown Blood, which 
running from their Wounds, mix’d it felf 
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with the Water they had provided. 
Notwithftanding this feafonable Relief 
their Cafe was very defperate, for ftill 
there wasno hopesof holding out againft 
the Force andFury of the Enemy: when 
by another extraordinary Providence no 
lefs furprizing than the former, the fame 
Clouds which refrefh’é the Romans with 
Rain, difcharg’d a ftorm of Hail, mix’d 
with Thunder, and Wildfire, in a terrible 
manner upon the Barbarians. And thus 
while the firft quench’d their Thirft at 
their Leifure, the other were burnt, and 
almoft roafted by a Fire which was patt 
their Skill to Extinguifh. Some Hiftori- 
ans report, that when any of this Wild- 
fire happen’d to light upon the Romans, 
it did them no differvice, whereas on the 
other hand, the Rain which fell amongft 
the Barbarians, was like Oy! thrown into 
a’ Furnace, and made the Flames rage the 
fiercer ; infomuch that they cried out for 
Water to cool the {calding of the Rain: 
‘Nay ᾿εἰ5 faid many of them wounded them- 
felves, to try ifthey could put out the Fire 
with their own Blood ; And that abun- 
dance of the ref® came with their Wives 
and Children, and furrendred to the Ro- 


 #1ans, that they might have the Benefit of 


that miraculous Showr which was fo fa- 


| vourable to them. Thofe who yeilded 
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were treated with great Clemency by the 
Emperour ; But the Soldiers, who were 
more enraged at the Affront they had re- 


eciv'd than affected with the Danger they © 


had efcap'd, cut all in pieces that durft 
make any Refiftance, routed the reft, and 
took a great many Prifoners. 

The Means and Occafion of this Deli- 
verance are varioufly reported. Some faid 
that one Arzuphis, an Egyptian Magician 
raisd this Storm, at the Emperours In- 
ftance, by the Strength of his Enchant- 
ments. For who can imagine that amongft 
fuch a Number of Heathens over-grown 
with Folly and Superftition, there thould 
not be a great many very forward to give 
away the Honour of the Miracle to their 
own Religion? But this Conjecture is eafi- 
ly confuted by Aztoninws in his firft Book, 
* where he tells us, that he was better In- 
{tracted than to be led away with the Impo- 
fiures of Wizards, and Figure-flingers, who 
pretend they can Difcharge Evil Spirits, and 
do ftrange Feats by Virtue of a Charm. 

Others who hada great Opinion of the 
Emperours Virtue and Piety, which in- 
deed were Extraordinary, imputed this 
wonderful Refcue tothe Prevalency of his 
Prayers. To confirm this, ‘tis faid when 
the Day was juft upon the Point of being 
loft, the Emperour lifting up his Hen 
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addrefs'd himfelf to*Heaven in this man- 
ner: O Lord the Author of Life, I humbly 
implore thy Affiftance,and lift up thofe Hands 
to thee which were never fiain'd with Hx- 
man Blood. 
The great Pains the Heathens took to 
carry off the Honour of this Miraculous 
Event, proves thus much at leaft, that we 
have no reafon to queftion the Matter of 
Fact. However, if we wanted this Tefti- 
mony, the Truth of the Hiftory may be 
proved by other Records of unqueftiona- 
ble Credit. Not fearing therefore the. 
Cenfure of being over-credulous, or ha- 
ving a mind to fupport the Chriftian Re- 
ligion by Fable and faifhood: An Artifice 
of which our Holy Faith has no manner 
of need; Being fatisfied I fay of the Truth, 
I fhall produce the Evidence: And here 
I defire to know with what fair pretence 
of Reafon the Faé can be doubted when 
‘tis vouched by Authors, wholived atthe 
fame time: The Relation is this. The 
Captain of the Guards having acquainted 
the Emperour, that God never denied 
any thing to the Chriftians, that he had a 
great Number of that Perfwa/fon in the 
Melitene Legion, a Town of Cappadacie, xiniin 
and that he thought it advifeable for his 
_Majefty, to try iftheir Prayers could dif- 
engage him, fince there was nothing to be 
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expected from any other Quarter; upon — 
this the Emperour order’d thefe Chrifti- — 
ans to be brought before him, and defired 
them to pray to their God for him: 
Which being done, their Prayers: were 
immediately heard, and by the f{trange Di- 
ftinétion, and Pointing of the Storm, ‘twas 
demonttrably apparent that they belong’d 
to the true Ged, who had the Winds and 
Thunder at command, and had often de- 
liver'd his Servants by fuch an extraodi- 
nary Interpofition. 

Antoninus being too juft to ftifle the 
Miracle, wrote to the Sezate mm favour of, 
the Chriftians,.and order’d thofe. fhould 
be punifh’d with Death, that inform’d a- 
gainft them; A very clear Argument that 
he believ’d the late Deliverance was allof 

Tertull. it owing totheir Prayers. Tertullian, and 
aes, feveral other Writers, about the fame time 
ς. 4. mention this Letter, and argue upon it; 
which they durft not have done had it 
not been well known, and unqueftiona- 
bly. Authentick. For a Forgery.of this 
kind, would only have ferv'd to enflame 
the Perfecutien, and make their Caufe fo 
much the worfe. But the preferving this. 
Record weuld have been too great a blow ᾿ς 
sf to the Heathen Religion. This Spirit of. 
Falfhood and Impofture, was no doubt the 
cecafion that this noble Beftimony for, 
ae i Chri- 
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| Chriftianity was deftroy'd. As to the Le- 
- ter in Fuftiz Martyrs Works under this 


and their Camp Fortified and Flank’d with 


Name, ‘tis an apparent Counterfeit; nei- 
was there any true Copy Extant a great 
while before the time of Exfebiws. 


Thofe Authors are likewife miftaken, y;), p,- 
who report this Legion of Meliteme, was ron. ad 


call’d the Thundring. Legion upon the {core 

efthe Miracle. For the Thundring Legion 

wasraisd by Avgufivs,and had that Name 

Bays it becaufe of the Figure of a Thun- 
erbolt upon the Soldier’s Shields. 

And now the Army “ proclaim’d Az- 
toninws Emperour, the feventh time; this 
Honour he accepted this bout, tho’ ’twas 
not his Cuftom to do fo,till it had been firtt 
τον ἃ, and voted by the Sevate: The 
Empre{s Faufiina alfo had the Title given 
her, of Mother of the Militia. + 
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| The very Night after this. remarkable Caftro- 
Itt, 


Day, the Emperour drew off from this 
dangerous, Ground, and feizing a Poft of 
Advantage intrench’d his Men... And here 
allowing the Army fome Days for Re- 
frefhment, and having receiy’d certain In- 


_ telligence of the. Motions, and Counte- 
} nance of the Enemy, he held a Council 


of War, in which ‘twas refolv'dto purfue 


_them.. This Defign being executed, he 


found them encamp’d beyond a River, 
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Ε΄. Villages oneach fide. HisTroops paffing 
the River in fpight of the Refiftance of 
the Slings and Archers, attack’d the Bar- 
barians briskly, who after having ftood 
the firft Shock, and loft their beft Men, 
gave way and retreated. And here the 
Romans made a horrible Slaughter of them, 
the Field was all ftrew’d with Carcaffes, 
and the greateft trouble the Emperour had 
was to check the Heat and Fury of his 
Soldiers, who as weary as they were, 
feem’d to Refrefh themfelves by cutting 
the Throats of the Enemy. There was a 
great Number of Prifoners taken, and Az- 
toninus had fome of their Kings brought 
in Chains to him, with their Wives and 
Children. 
After this Victory the Emperour 
march’d his Army to the River Granua, 
"erom Ἃ which parts the Quad: from the Fazy- 
ths Place. Ν ν 
theEm- g#a2 Sarmate, the moft warlike Nation οὗ 
oe all the Barbarians 5 Beyond this River | 
firft Book, there was another, and the Sarmate were 
and pro. encamp'd upon the Ground between them. 
iy a ΤῊς Thundring Legion being order'd to 
fome part march firft, made their way over a Bridge 
adr of Boats, and planted their Colours upon 
ἐν the Bank of the fecond River; and the 
Sarmatians that oppos'd them were almoft — 
all either drown’d, or ΚΠ ἃ : In the mean 
time the whole Army pafs’d, and Anto-\ 
| Hani inUs— 
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ninus after having firft facrificed, mark’d 
out his Camp between the two Rivers, 
and order’d the throwing up Retrench- 
ments. The Barbarians being furpriz'd at 
his Succefs,difpatch’d Ambafladors to him, 
but their Propofals proving toofkort, Az- 
toninus bid them found a Charge, and 
drew out his Men againft the Enemy. 
The Thunder Legion again pafsd the Ri- 
ver firft in the Emperour’s Sight, and at- 
tack'd the Fazygian Cavalry with fo much 
Bravery, that they foreed them to wheel 
off, and Ride for’t. Upon this the Ro- 
mans were Matters of the Field, and Fo- 
rage, and brought off a great many Pri- 
foners, and Cattle: And all the Neigh- 
bouring Inhabitants fent their Submiffi- 
ons to Axtoninus, and beg’d a Peace of 
him. He receiv’d all their Hoftages, and 
having Intelligence that the great Men of 
the Country, were according to €uftom 
met ina felitary Place for Confultation ; 
he order'd his Troops to march, and 
mov'd with{fo much Speed and Condué, | 
that he furpriz’d the Barbarians before 
they had any notice of his Approach. 
They were aftonifh'd at fo unexpected a 
Sight, and being more amaz'd,than frigh- 
ted, threw themfelves at his Feet. The 
Emperour fent them off into his Camp, 
| and adyancd with the beft of his Forces 
eta φΠπΠῸὰὺ τὺ 0 ὃ ΓΝ 
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to attack their Army,which was encamp’d 
between 2 Fen cover'd with Reeds on one 
fide, and a Foreft on the other. The 
fight was obftinate enongh, and the Ro- 
mans Blood was fo heated upon this Oc- 
cafion; that after they had broken ‘the 
Sarmatians, ΚΙ ἃ a great many of them, 
and fet allthe Country on Fire, they went 
Quefting with Flambeaux to pick up the 
Enemy that were hid in Forefts and 
Marfhes. And here Avtoninws’s Behaviour 
was fo remarkably Noble, that ‘tis more 
for his Honour than the Victory it felf 
For he went in Perfon into the Woods, 
and amongft the Reeds, to preferve thofe 
poor Wretches, encouraging them to truft 
his Clemency, and furrender themfelves. 
All thefe Advantages were not fuflicient 
to put an end to the War ; there was {till 
wanting a more compleat Victory for a 
finifhing {troke. But this was a hard mat- 
ter to come at, in regard the Barbarians al- 
ways fought with Referves, and would 
never venture their Fortune with’ their 
whole Force. Axtoninus perceiving the 
beft part of the Seafon was over, ρα ἃ 
no pains to bring the Expedition toa 
Point : And therefore without lofing 
time in treating with Ambafiadors, fent 
to him from all Quarters, niore for Amufe- 
ment, than Submiffion, ‘he chofe ratherto 
inake 
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_ make up to the Place whither they had 
withdrawn their beft Effects, and where 
their mainBody lay encamp’d. This En- 
terprize was fo much the more hazardous, 
becaufe the March was long, the Ways 
almoft Impra¢ticable, his Troops perpe- 
tually harrafsd by the Barbarians, info- 
much that they were forced to move ve- 
ry flowly, for fear of falling into an Am- 
bufcade, or fighting upon ill Ground for 
want of knowing theCountry. But thefe 
Difficulties at laft were all luckily got over: 
And Antoninus cameup to the Place where 
the Surmatians lay encampd, between the 
Ifter which was frozen over, and a great 
Wood. And having concerted how to 
attack the Enemy in fuch a Poft of Ad- 
vantage, he drew up his Army in Battalia, 
the Barbarians did the fame: And thus 
the Charge being founded, the Rovaws 
threw their Darts, and powr’d in upon 
the Enemy, whoreceiv'd them with great 
Courage. The Fight was long and fmart. 
and the Romans being almoft afham’d to 
find fo much Refiftance, exerted them- 
felyes with unufual Bravery, and prefs’d 
the Surmatian Cavalry fo hard, that at 
laft they were forced to give way, and 
retreat to the Iffer : And here making a 
ftand upon the Ice, the Imperial Infantry 
caine immediately up with them. And 
now 
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now the Fight was renewd with greater 
Fury than before; forthe Enemy per- — 
ceiving the Romans not ufed to fight up- — 
on Ice, and fcarcely able to keep their — 
| Feet, concluded they would not abide the 
: Shock: Prefuming upon this Advantage 
they immediately rallied,and charg’d them 
on all fides. Avtoninus’s Infantry were fha- 
kena little atthe firft onfet, and had been 
abfolutely loft had not the Soldiers reliev'd 
themfelves by a new Invention in the ufe 
of their Shields: Thefe they threw upon 
the Ice to ftand firm with one Foot; And 
having thus recover'd themfelves, they 
made head againftthe Enemy, feizd their 
Bridles, catch’d hold of their Bucklers and 
Lances, and pull’d them fo clofe to them, 
that at laft they were drag’d off their 
Horfes. For thefe Barbarians having but 
flight Armour were in no Condition to 
refit the Romans, who were well αὐ ἃ 
Cap 4 Pit. In fhort, of all this vaft Num- 
ber of Sarmatians, But a fmall Party 
efcap'd, by running off into the Foret, or 
into fome Camp they had fortified. The 
Emperour not lofing time in the purfuit 
of thofe that fled, attack’d them in their 
fKetrenchments, and carricd his Point not- 
withftanding a ftout Refiftance of the E- 
nemy, who look’d upon thefe Pofts as — 
their laf Refuge and Security, and de- © 
fended them accordingly. ἄξειν 
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After this Victory, Axtoninus put his 
Army into Winter-Quarters, and retired 
to Sirmium * himfelf ; that being the near- 
eft, and moft convenient Town for the 
Service ofthe War. During hisftay here, 
he heard the Impeachment of Herodes, + 
profecuted by Demoftratus and Praxagoras 
in behalf of the Athenians ; And likewife 
the Complaint Herodes preferr'd againft 
thefe Commiffioners. They charg’d Herod 
-with an Infolent and‘Tyrannical Manage- 
ment in his Poft, and having had an inti- 
‘mate Correfpondence with Verws, they 
made broad Signs as if he had been privy 
to the pretended Confpiracy of that Prince 
- to Poyfon Avtoninws. On the other Hand, 
Herodes accus’d Demoftratus and Praxago- 
yas of an Attempt to raife the Mobupon 
him. Thefe Enemies of Herod were en- 
couragd under-hand by the Quiztilians, 
who having the Government of Greece, 
had.a great Intereft, and were glad of any 
occafion, to revenge an Affront put upon 
them by Herod : For this Orator having 
formerly mention’d the great Honour, and 
Promotion the Emperour had beftow’d 
upon them, cited a Verfe from the Iliads, 
amti made a Jeft upon their Country by. 
Allufion, they being Originally of Troas, 
This Homer's Fupiter, {ays he, is not to be 
| endur'd for loving the Trojans at this rate. 
, This 
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in vit. He- was by no means unferviceable to Demo- Ὁ 
firatus, and Praxagoras ; for | 


This Jeft did much more harm to him that 
fpoke it, than to thofe ‘twas broke upon. © 
For the Countenance of the Quintilians 


The Emperour and the Emprefs admit- 
ted them feveral times into the Prefence, — 
heard them upon the Subje& of their Com- 
miffion, and treated them with fo much 
Diftiné&tion, that Herod took notice of it, 
not in the leaft doubting, that Antoninus 
favour’d the Athenians in Complaifance to 
Fanftina, and at the Inftance of one of his 
Daughters, who appear’d for them. Thus 
Herod being difturb’d with Jealoufy, and 
extreamly troubled for the lofs of two fine 
Slaves (whom he call’d his Daughters, ) © 
jut kill’d with Lightning, being thus ruf-_ 
fled to a degree of Rage'and Impatience, 
away he hurries in the Morning to the 
Emperour, and behaving himfelf with a 
creat deal of Paflion, infolently tells him; 
Thy [ am rewarded for my Trouble with 
Verus, who you fent for Inftruction to my 
Houfe ! Call you this Fuftice to facrifice me 
to the Humour of a Woman, and a little 
Girl 2 At this the Captain of the Guards 
was juft ftepping forward, either to take 
him by the Collar, or cut his Throat; 
but was prevented by <Aztoninus, who ἢ, 
without etther changing Countenance, or ἢ 


fhowing 
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fhowing the leaft fign of Diflatisfacion, 
turnd to the Athentans and told them, 
Gentlemen, you may open your Caufe and go 
on with it, notwithftanding Herod is xot at 
prefent in the Humour to hear you. Demo- 
ftratus harangud, and argued with fo mueh 
Force, that he drew Tears from the Em- 
perour, who finding the Manumis‘d Slaves 
of Herod moft in fault, let all hts Difplea- 
fure fallthere, tho’ according to hisufual 
Clemency, he did not go to the Rigour of 
the Cafe with them neither: The Father 
of the two young Women, that were kill'd 
with Lightning had his Punifhment whol- 
ly remitted ; for he was fufficiently pu- 
nifh’d already, the Emperour faid, by the 
lofs of his two Daughters. 

Thofe who report that Herod was ba- 
nifh’d to Epirus, {cem’d to miftake his re- 
fiding a great while at Oricw7 in that Coun- 
try, for a Banifhment 5 occafion’d bya 
long SicknefS he was feiz'd with, at his 
return from Paznonia. * For in earneft «τ 
which way can we reconcile this Exile 
with Hered’s Letter fome little time after 
to the Emperour, in which he takes the 
breedom to Expoftulate, why his Majefty 
did not do him the Honour of his ufual 
Correfpondence by writing > And tells 
| him, that be fad formerly received three 
| Couriers fron him in a Day, and defires to 
| δ kyon 
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know whether that tine was never to come 
again ¢ This Opinion is farther confuted 
by Aztoninus’s Anfwer, in which he calls — 
Hered his Friend, and after having juft 
mention’d his Winter Quarters, exprefs'd 
his Grief for the Death of his Emprefs, — 
and given fome Account of his ownill © 
Health, he adds, I wifh with all my Heart — 
that this may find youwell, that you would not 
queftion the Continuance of ny Kindnefi, “or 
fancy I have done you any wrong by punifbing 
fome Malefakors, who were ufed more fa- 
vourably than they deferuvd : Pray don't Tet 
this Matter trouble you ; and if Ihave dif- 
oblig’d you any other way, or given you the 
leaft Oncafinefs 5 I would have you demand 
Satisfaction cf ute in Minerva's Temple at 
Athens, at the Initiating Myfteries 5 For 
notwdthftanding the Heat of the War, Tam 
very defirous of being Initiated there, and 
would gladly have the Ceremony perforu: A ‘by 
your felf. AK Prince does not ufe to write 
in tkis manner to a banifh’d Subjed. 

As foon asthe Spring came on, Avtoni- 
nus not being willing to give the Barbari- 
ens time to raife new Forces, took the 
the Field to prevent them. And having 
ταί ἃ the Danube he fought the Enemy — 
feveral times and routed them ; infomuch — 
that at Jaft defpairing to make Head ἃ-- 
gainft a General fo remarkable for Cou- [ . 

rage, 
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rage, Condud, and Indefatigable Induftry. 
They fent to bega Peace, and offer him 
Hoftages. So that now all his time was 
taken up in giving Audience to Ambafl- 
dors, and in receiving a great many Kings 
who came in Perfon todo their Homage. 
The King of the Sarmatians, whom we 
may imagine was no {mall Prince, re- 
ftor’d him a-hunder’d thoufand Romux 
Prifoners, which he had taken, and gave 
him eight thoufand of his Troops, the 
greateft part of which were fent away a- 

gain{t the Britains. And here the Em- | 
perour adjufted the Articles to the Tem- 
per of the People he had todeal with ; 
and either rais‘d or relax’d the Rigour of 
the Terms, according as he foundthe Peo- 
ple more or lefsinclin’d toa Revolt : And 
now they were alldifpos'd tocomply with 
what was put upon them, iffomuch that 
the Country of the Marcomann:, Quadi, 
and Sarmatians, had all been made Pro- 
_winees of the Empire, if the News of Ca/- 
fiwss Rebellion had ποῖ happen’d, who 
was fo hardy as to affume the Imperial 
Stile, and fet up for himfelf in Syria at 
the {fame time. This News wasa furprize 
upon the Emperour, arid rais’d the Spirits 
of the Barbarians 9 who valuing their Li- 
berties much above their Honour, took 
Advantage of the Juncture, and obliged 
f 2 fue 
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Dio. . Antoninus to foften the Articles in a great 
Meafure, and to make a New Treaty, — 
much more in their Favour thanthat they — 
had fworn. And this in all likelyhood is 
the Reafon, why Axtoninws, centrary to 
his Cuftom,omitted the recital of the Con- 
ditions of this Peace, in a Letter which 
he wrote to the Senate to acquaint them 
with his Proceedings. . a 

The Defign of feizing the Empire could 
never have been projected by a Perfon © 
more likely to fucceed than Caffivs. For, 
to give him his due, he was qualified in 
all Points proper for his Purpofe. The 
Victories won by him in Armenia, Arabia, 
and Egypt, had gain’d him the Efteemand 
Love of the Soldiers. ‘To give fome part 
of his Character ; he was very {tout in his 
Perfon, and firm to his Refolution, admi- 
rable at Fatiguing, andnolefs a Libertine 
in his Pleafures when he thought them 
feafonable ; prodigal of his own Fortune, — 
and wild to make himfelf Mafter of ano- 

ect ἰὴ ther Bodies : His Qualities were govern'd 
“by his Intereft, and he was either Good- 
natur'd, or Severe, Profane, or Religious, 
asoccafion’d ferv’'d. Hehad improv‘dthe 
Watural Craftinefs of his Temper by Pra- | 

Ctife, and Pains: He had an extraordina- — 

ty Talent to guild his Chara&er, and co- 

ver his Deformities, to conceal Vice, and ὁ 

haw Couns — 
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Counterfeit Virtue : He was (Π6 Μαπ that 
_ reftor’d the old Difcipline in the Army, 
in the exacting of which he was fo fevere, 
. that he call’d himfelf Maris the fecond, 
and would never be perfwaded to pardon 
the leaft Fault. 
-. To givefome Inftances of his Rigour: ibia. 
_ He always executed his Soldiers immedi- 
ately, who took any thing by force from 
the Town where they kept Garrifon. 
When he had the Command of the Army - 
in Germany, fome of his Auxiliaries hap- 
pen'd to furprize a Detatchment of three 
_thoufand Sarmatians, by the Danube, very 
muchin Diforder. Upon this Advantage 
they fellon, and cut them inPieces : But 
πὴ inftead of Rewarding the Captains 
of thefe Companies, had every Man of 
them Crucified; letting them know that 
they had no Liberty to fight without Ο»- 
ders. For how could they tell but that 
they might have fallen into an Ambufh, 
andexposdthe Arms of the Empire toan 
Affront : Befidesthe Authority and Force 
of Difcipline muft be loft this way. * This * via. 
Severity was look’d upon as a moft Ty- ae 
rannical piece of Cruelty, and occafion’d fi, aac 
a terrible Mutiny in the Camp. Caffrwsc. 34. 
hearing a Tumultuous Noife, fteps out of 
-his Tent unarm‘d, and coming up to fome 
of the moft daring Mutineers, with 3 me- 
yee a nacing 
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Vole. =Farther, Caffivs was τῆς firft who οὐ- | 
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nacing Look, {peaks fternly to them, Sol- 


diers, fays be, you a heft murther your Ge- 


neral, and add Villany to your Ungowerna- 


blenefs. This bold ftroak frighten’d the 
Soldiers, who are moft afraid where they. 
are leaft fear’d, and difhearten’d the Ene- 
mies, who concluding that an Army un- 
der fuch exaé Difcipline, where even a 
Victory out of Rule was puniflfd, mmuft 
needs beinvincible, made it their Bufinefgs 
to negotiate a Peace. 


Caffio. 5. der’d the Hands of Deferters to be chop’d 


Ibid. 6. 


off, or their Hams cut, and forbid the 
Soldiers carrying any other Provifion but 
Bacon, Bifcuit, and Vinegar. He mufter'd 


his Menevery Week, examin’dtheir Arms, ἡ 


and their Cloaths, and oblig’d them to be 


Exercifed. For ‘twas a fhame, he {aid, fince 


Wraftlers, and Fencers were always prattifing 
in their Faculty, that Soldiers thould not 


be ufed to Training, who when they are kept ὦ 


in conftant Exercife find it much more eafy 


than otherwife : He would not endure any — 
thing of Luxury, or unneceflary Accom- — 


modation in the Camp: And when any 
Soldier wascatch’d ina Fault of this kind, 


he would not fuffer him to go into Quar- — 
tems all the Winter : This Rigour in Difl- | 
cipline made Antoninus give him theCom- | 
mand of the Legions which Vergs’s Expe- 
| | dition | 


᾿ 
i" 
eae 

‘ 


δῇ 7 γ ay Pen Pe Ri ial 
ea, ᾿ ae 
: Marcus ANTONINUS. Ixxxvl 
rr π΄... -΄Ππ,1ππιὈἄ, , .΄͵-Ππ 


dition had Debauch’d in Syria ; upon this 

Occafion the Emperour wrote the follow- 

ing Letter to one of the Governours of his 

Provinces. . 
I have given Cafhius the Legions which ἘΣ Ἢ 

the Luxuries of Syria and Daphnehave Ὁ 

made good for nothing, and which Cefonius 

Vedtilianus found perfe#ly emafculated, and 

aloft drown'd in the hot Baths. Iperfwade 

my felf you will like wey Fancy, efpecially fence 

you know Caffius to be a Commander of great 

StriGnefs, and that he comes up to the Dif- 

cipline of the old Caffii. You remenzber the 

famous Verfe in Ennius, who was ποτ Poet. 


Go back for Difcipline to former tines, 
Old Cuftoms are the Nations main fupport. 


Allthat I have to deffre of you is, that the 
Army may not want Provifions, and if Iun- 
derftand Caffius, I dare engage he'l give a 
goed Account of it. 
The Anfwer wrote by this Governour 
tothe Emperour, will give ws a farther 
light into the Character and Reputation 
of Caffius - “Tis this. 
Your Majefty has made an Excellent Choice 
in cifpofing the Legions of Sytia to Cafiius ; 
For *tis highly neceffary that an Army de- 
bauch'd. by the Luocuries of Greece, fhould 
be put under q goed feyere General. Le ear- 
3 tangs ay | weft 
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weft he'l quickly pull them out of their hot 
Baths, and perfwade them to fight without 
Nofegays, and Effences: The Provifions for 
the Troops are ready: Indeed there's no fear 

of fcarcity under a good Commander ; For in 

fuch a Cafe, both the Demands, and the Ex- 

pence, are ufually very moderate. 

This Caffivs notwithftanding the Stri&- 
nefs of his Government was born in Syria, 
a Country notat all remarkable for Sobri- 
ety of Manners. He was the Son of that 
Famous Rhetorician, Heliodorws, who by* 
the Strength of his Elocution was made 
Secretary of State to Adrian, and after- 
wards Viceroy of Egypt. 

Now tho’ Fortuze can’t change the Cir- 
cumf{tances of Birth, yet it often puts Men 
upon Projectsin Genealogy. Caffins wasno 


fooner mounted in hisStation, but he be- 


gan to bethink himfelf of drawing a De- 
{cent from that old Ca/fiws, who was con- 
cern’d in aPlot againft Fuliws Cefar : For 
in Heraldry the fame Name oftentimes 
makes two Thirds of a Proof. Having 
founded his Pedigree upon this Pretence, 
he endeavour’d to fortify his Claim by a 
Conformity of Manners. Like old μία, 
he always had an Averfion to the very 
Name of an Emperour; and ventur’d to 
fay, That there was nothing more intolerable 
te the State than this Title, which had this 
re δὼ ἢ ee : Partie | 
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Particular unfortunate Circumftamce in it, 
that he who went aboutjto fupprefs it in ano- 
ther, was [γε ἡ to takeit upon himfelf. Like 
his pretended Anceftor he valued himfelf 
upon his Inclination to reftore the old Li- 
berty: And ufed tohint, Thatif the Gods Ibid. 13. 
would but Countenance a good Caufe, the Caf- 
fii would fet up the Commonwealth as high 
| aever. This Averfion heighten’d by a 
vaft Ambition ; and brought to an Ex- 
pectation by fome Knavifh Fortunetellers, 
who are feldom wanting in fuch Cafes, 
had like to broke out inthe Reign of 45- 
toninus Pius. Caffiws, tho’ then very young, 
had form’d a Confpiracy againft him: 
But Heliodorus, a Perfon of great Prudence 
and Authority, ftifled this Plot in the 
Birth, hoping time would qualify his Son’s 
Heat, and make him Wifer. Caffius du- 
ring his Father's Life, kept within Com- 

afs, and feem’d reform’d by his Advice, 
bie this reftraint, ferv'd only to provoke 
Defire ; which at laft grew tooftrong to 
_ be manag’d. The Emperour Verus when 
he went into Syriz, was the firft that dif 
cover'd his Defign ; and being glad of an 
Opportunity to deftroy a Man, whofe 
Exploits and Bravery, had made him fome- 
what Jealous, he wrote to Avtoninus as 
follows: 


Calfr HS. 
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Voleat. in Coffins, as I am well inform'd, is making 
Caio. fis may to the Throne, and: going upon the 
Old Defign difcover'd in my Grandfather your Ὁ 
Father's Reign. I beg of you his Motions — 
may be obferu'd ; nothing that we do can 
pleafe him, and he is filling his Coffers at a 
mighty rate: He makes a jeft of our Incli- 
nation for Letters, calls you, old Philofophy 
in Petticoats, and me a little Libertine. 
You fee therefore what you have to do, for 
my part, I have no Spleen againft the Man: 
But I entreat your Majefty to take care for 
fear you and your Children fhould one day be 
fenfeble of the danger in continuing a Gene- 
ral of his Temper, fo much belovd, and fo 
wery abfolute in the Army. 

Antoninus imputing Verus’s Sulpicion, 
either to his Jealoufy, or Difaffection to 

Caffius, return’d him this Anfwer. 
Tread your Letter, and find it too full of 
Diffidence and Apprehenfton for an Emperour, 
and not at all fuitable to the Character of 
our Reign. If the Gods have decreed the 
Expire to Caflius, “tis not ix our Power to 
prevent it 5 you remember the faying of your 
Grandfather Adrian, that no Man could 
Volcat. in kill his Succeflor ; But if his grafping at 
m0. 2+ the Scepter is difconntenanced by Heaven, 
hel deftroy binrfelf without our Cruelty, be- — 
fides, ‘twill look very oddly ta try aManz — 
without Euidence, and who, as you obferve 
Be’ 
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as fovery much below'd by the Soldiers. [ 
may add, that in Cafes of High Treafon the 
Prifoner is generally thought to be hardly 
ufed, when fairly convitted. I fuppofe you 
han't forgot what Adrian ufed to {ay upon 
this Occafion. That Prtnces were the moft 
Onxfortunate of all People, for πὸ body will 
believe there's any Truth in a Confpiracy till 
they fee it Executed. “Tis true, this fine 
Sentence belongs to Domitian, but I rather 
chufe tocite Adrian; becaufe the Sententious 
Sayings of Tyrants have not the fame Weight 
and Authority, as thofe which are deliver'd 
by a Good Prince. Let Caffius then take 
his Humour, for to give him his due, he is 
a great General, brave in his Perfon, and 
ome that we can by no means {pare as Affairs 
νά. As to what you infinuate, that his 
Death is the onby Security for my Childrens 1 
for, if Caffius’s Merits out-fhine theirs, let 
them {mart for't 5. for if ‘tis more the Intereft 
of the Empire that Caflius fhould live, than 
the Iffue of Antoninus, I (ῥα never be 
_concern'd about their Death. 
It appear’d by the Event, that Verus 
had made aright Judgment of the Cafe, 
and penetrated the Defigns of Ca/fins bet- 
ter than his Brother Emperour: But Ἐς 
common for Honefty and good Meaning, 
to make too favourable ConftruGions up- 
on other Men. | 
(ifle Anto- 
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Volcat ia Antoninus was fo beloved by the Peo- 
Capito, Ple, thatCaffivs found the working of his 
24. Proje& a difficult Bufinefs ; And notwith- 
ftanding his Intereft in Egypt and Syria he 
could never have made any Progrefs in 
the Matter, had it not been for aSham- — 
Report of Aztoninus’s Death. Some were 
of Opinion that this News was rais'd by 
himfelf, and that Fauftiza perceiving the 
Moca. Emperour broken by Age, Fatiguing, and 
pitol. Dio, Ul Health, that his Son Commodus was too 
young to fucceed him, and being afraid 
her Quality of Emprefs would not laft, 
held a Correfpondence with this Rebel 9 
and by a ftrange piece of Politicks, had 
awaken’d his Ambition, and made him 
the offer of her Perfon, and the Empire, 
which latter fhe hoped to fecure for her 
Children by this Contrivance. But there’s 
no likelyhood Fauftiva fhould take fuch 
wrong Meafures, and indeed the Temper 
of Caffius is enough in all Confcience to 
juttify her. But let this be as it will, ‘tts 
certain he publifh’d the News of the Em- 
perour’s being dead, and that with all the 
Appearance of Grief and Mortification 
imaginable ; adding withall, that the 
Army in Paznonia not believing Commo- 
dus old enough to govern, had proclaim’d 
him Emperour in his ftead. This Pre- 
rence was fufficient for Caffzus to fet up 
| with 5 
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with 5 who having given the chief Com- 
mandsin the Army to his Friends, endea- 
vour'd to fecure himfelf againft Oppofiti- 
on, and in a little time made himfelf Ma- 
fter of all the Country from Syrrato Mount 
Taurus ; and at the fame time he wrote a 
Letter fomewhat in the form of a Manifé- 
fio, to his Son * the Governour of Alex- * Or Son 
andria 9 Τί runs thus. dean 
Nothing can be more unhappy than aGo- ius. 
wernment which Cherifhes fuch an in{atiable 
fort of People as we are now pefter'd with. 
Antoninus is really a very good Man, only 
he firains too much for the Charatter of Cle- 
mency, and fuffers thofe Wretches to co on, 
whofe Misbehaviour he is fully convined of s 
where's the brave Caflius, whofe Name wre 
have the Honour to carry, tho without much 
Significancy at prefent 2 Where's Cato the 
Cenfor ὁ What's beeome of the Difcipline of 
our Ancefiors ? Alafs! It expired with thofe 
great Men, and now we have fcarcely the 
Manhood left fo much as to think on’t. At- 
toninus zs perfedly fubdued by Philofophy : 
Fe fpends his time in reading upen the Elc- 
ments, diffedting the Soul, and makine fine 
Difcourfes upon Decency and Fuftice, but as 
for the Government, that’s the leaft of his 
Bufinefs. In fhort, you fee there's nothing 
but Steel, and extrean Remedies can relieve 
ws, and fet the Commonwealth upon the eld 
Foot 
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Foot. What! do you think Ile endure fuch 
Governours of Provinces as thefe are ὃ fl 


may call {uch Fellows Governours and Pro= 


confuls, who fancy Antoninus, and the Se- 
nate give thew the Command of a whole 
Cauntry, only to fill their Pockets, and fup- 
ply their Debauehery. I fuppofe you have 
heard that our Virtuofo’s Captain of the 
Guards was but a mere Beggar juft before bis 
Preferment 9 and now all of a fuddain his 


Fortune ἧς fwell’d to avaft bulk: And which © 


way can his Coffers grow thus faft, unlefs by 
preying either upon the Publick Revenues, or 


Private Property? »Well! Tm not forry for 


their Thriving; let thefe Spunges fuck as 
plentiful) as they pleafe, I hope to fquecfe 
then’ into the Exchequer fhortly. Let but 
the Gods vouchfafe to Countenance a good 


Canfe, and the Caflii will not fail to fet up. 


the Commonwealth as high as ever. 

Martius Verws, Lieutenant General,who 
451 obferv’d, had a great fhare under Caffiws 
in the Action,and Succefles in Armenza, ha- 
ving now the Government of Cappadocia, 
difpatch’d away Couriers to Aztoninus, to 
inform him of the Revolt. The Empe- 
rour being afraid left ας fhould by 


fome Means or other, feize upon Commo- — 
dus,or get him Murther’d, wrote private- — 
ly to Rome for the young Prince tobe — 


convey d to him, and endeavour'd to con- 


ceal | 


] 
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ceal the News from his Army: But as 
foon as he underftood it was divulg’d,that 
the Camp had taken the Alarm, and the 
Soldiers had Meetings about it : He order’d 
them to be drawn up before his Tent, and 
made a Speech to them as follows. 

“ Fellow Soldiers, My Bufinefs with you 
“is neither to fhow my Diflatisfaction, 
“nor make any Complaint: For why 
“‘ fhould we be difpleas’d at the uncon- 
“troulable Power of Providence: *Tis 
“τας, to complain whenone’s ill ufed as 
“Tam, is naturalenough. In earneft, is 
“it not a hard Fate to be perpetually em- 
“¢ barrafs’d, and embroil’d, to ftand always 
** with ones Sword drawn, and be tofs’d 
“ from one Tempeftto another ? fs it not 
“4 deplorable Bufinefs to be thus drag’d 
“into a Civil War ? But is it not ftilla 
“more lamentable Confideration, that 

“ there’s no fuch thing as Fidelity in Na- 
* ture,and that one of thofe Men whom I 
“ believ’d moft firm to my Intereft, fhould 
“take the Field again{t me without the 
““Jeaft Injury, or Provocation imaginable? 
*“* At thisrate what have we truft to>Where 
“can Innocence and Honefty be fecure ? 
“ΤΠ am thus ferv’d, where istrue Friend- 
“Πρ. and Sincerity to be met with ? Has 
““not Good Faith taken its leave, and 
“ what canwe expect from Mankind ae 

“© this : 
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* this?If the danger pointed at none but my 
“ Perfon,I would give my felflittle trouble 
“ about it,(for I don’t pretend to be immor- 
“ tal;) but now fincethe Revoltis general, 
“ the f{torm bears down upon us all. 1 hear- 
“ tily with Ca{fzws would come hither, and 
“ refer his Pretentions, and make you,or 
“ the Sexate Judge of them : For if after 
“‘ fucha Debate ‘twas thought Serviceable 
“ to the Publick, I fhould willingly refign 
“to him without ftriking a ftroak. ᾿Τ 5 
“only for the fake of the State that I 
“have thus long harrafs'd and ventur'd 
“my Perfon: “Tis only upon this Ac- 
“ count that I haveas it were banifh'd my ~ 
; “ felf my Native Country, and deniedan 
Εις “ old and infirm Body the Conveniencies. 
“ of Italy, and that I can very feldomen- 
, “joy one eafy Minute, either to Eat or 
“ Sleepin. But Caffivs will never confent 
* tothis Propofal. For how can he truft 
“ himfelf with me, after his barbarous 
“Ufage, and Breach of Faith? As for 
““ you Gentlemen, you have great reafon 
“to keep up your Spirits, for the Cilicians, 
“© Syrians, Egyptians, and Ἴων», were never 
“yet your Equals in Bravery, nor ever 
“ will be, tho’ they exceeded your Num- 
“ bers as much as now they fall faort of [ 
“Ποῖ, Nay evenCa/fim himfelf, asgood — 
“ἢ General as heis, andafter all the great 
“Ee 
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_“ Exploits he has done, is 2 meer Cypher 
“as things ftand: For what can an Ea- 

“ gle fignify that has nothing but a Flock 
“of Pigeons to Muttet, or a Lion that 
“heads no other Forces but Fallow-Dear > 
_“ Befides, “tis you, not Caffius, that beat 
“ the Parthians, and Arabians; and grant- 
“‘ing he has gain’d a great deal of Ho- 
** nour in this War, have you not Mar- 
“ tius Verus on your fide, not at all his 
*¢ Inferiour ; and who has contributed as 
*“much as the other to all our. Succefles 
“in the Field? But it may be Caffius 
““ hearing mealive, has now repented: his 
“ Attempt ; for ‘twas only the Report of 
“my Death which has;)made him thus 
“¢ Enterprizing. And fuppofing he fhould 
“be obftinate at prefent, when he has 
“ once notice of our March againft him ; 
““ hee’l fcarce ever evet have the Refolu- 
“tion to Fate us. Hee'l be confounded 
““ between your Force, and my Prefewce, 
‘“¢ and Shame and Fear together will make 
“him drop his Sword. Fellow Soldiers ; 
| “the only thing ἘΠῚ afraid of is, that 
| “Οὐ: not having the Confidence to 
| “look me in the Face fhonld make him- 
 felf away, or that fome other Body, un-: 
|“ derftanding ['m going to fight him; 
} * fhould do me this ill Offce, and (ὁ de- 
| “ prive me of the moft gloriens, Advar- 
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“tage of my Victory. And what Ad™ 
“‘ vantage is this? “Tis to Pardon an Ene™ 
“ my; ‘tisto be True toa falfe Man, and 
‘to continue his Friend that has broken 
“‘ all the Laws of Friendfhip. - This ‘tis 
“ likely looks very Impracticable to you, 
“but for all that I would not have you 
“ disbelieve it. For Goodnefs and Gene- 
“‘rofity have not fo utterly forfaken the 
“ Earth, as not toleave us fome Remains 
“ of the Antient Virtue. But if this muft 
“be counted Incredible, I have ftill:the 
“< greater defire to it; To convince you 
“ by Matter of Fatt, of what you all 
“ thought impoffible. And by this means 
“1 fhould gain the Satisfaction at leaft of 
“* fhowing the World that the greateft Pro- 
““ vocations may be overlook’d, and that 
“ tis poffible to turn even a Civil War it 
“ felf to fome handfom Account. 
This Speech was fent in a Letter to the 
Senate, where Caffins was attainted of High 
Treafon, and his Eftate forfeited to the 
City Chamber, for the Emperour would-not 
haveit brought into his Excheguer. In the 
mean time Commodus came to the Army, 
and had the Tribunitian Authority gran- 
ted him by Aztoninus : And now having 
provided every thing ready for the march- — 


ing his Troops, the Emperour wentinto | 


Italy to take the Emprefs, and his other | , 
Children | _ 
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Children along with him. And being 
come 4s far 45 Mount Alba he wrote this 
Letter to the Emprefs. 

~ Verus was in the right in the Advice he Voicat. in 
Sint me of Caffius's Defign to ufurp the Ἐν 6% 9. 
pire. I fuppofe you may have heard what fine 
things the Fortune-tellers have promis d him. 
Pray come forthwith to Mount Alba, and 
fear nothings For here I wait for you, and 
hope by the God's Affiftance, to difcourfe with 
you farther about our Affairs. 

 Fauftina wrote him this Anfwer. 

Lintend, according to your Orders to be 

at Mount Alba to Morrow ; iz the mean 
time I beg of you, if you have any Love for 
your Children, to make an Example of all 
thefe Trattors : For thefe Rebellions are an 
ill Prefident to the Officers, and Soldiers, 
who will infallibly do your Buftnefs, unlefs 
you prevent them. 

 Fauftina being hindred by fome Acci- 
dent from going to Mount Albz, the Em- 
perour wrote’ to her to come to Formia- 
num, and embark with him there, but be~ 
ing detainid at Rome by their Eldeft 
Daughters falling Sick, fhe fent hin this 
Letter. eee δ 

_ When Celfus’s Rebellion was on Foot, my 
Emprefs-Mother Faultina, defired our Fa- 
ther Antonints, to be kind ix the firft place 
to his own Blood, aud Fantily, and then if 
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he had any Mercy to fpare, to let Strangers be 
the better fort: For indeed an Emperour Ὁ 
can't be faid to be good Natur'd, unlefs be 
takes care of his Wife and Children... I need 
not tell you of the Difadvantage of your Son 
Commodus his Minority, nor that your Son 
in Law Pompeianus, is both in Years, and 
ia Fa’ a Foreigner. * Take care then how you ma- 
Antiechi- #age your felf with Caflius and his Adhe- 
an. rents. Ne'er fpare thofe Rebels, who you fee 
don't {pare you 3 neither would they have any 
greater Tendernefs for me and my Children, 
if they fhould carry their Point. I intend to 
follow you immediately , Fadillas falling ill 
has hindred me in my Fourney to Formi- 
anum, but if I can’t reach you there, I hope 
Volcat. in 29. do it at Capua; the Arr of that Town I 
Callion το. pect will fet me and my Children up again. 
I defire you would fend me your Phyfician 
Soteridas to Formianum ; for really [have 
no Faith in Sofitheus 3 In my Opinion, he is 
| but aforry Doctor, to prefcribe to a Child. 
t Puella } Calphurnius Aas deliver’dme all your Let- 
Virgini. ters with the Seales whole; if wy Fourney ἧς 
delayd I'l write you an Anfwer, and fend it 
by our Trufty Servant Cecilius, who foall 
inform you by Word of Mouth what Cafiius’s — 
Wife and Children, and Son in Luw talk of | 

you, and which I don't think convenient te 
commit to Paper. | 


ἔα, 
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Caffius, who wasa Man of too much 
Senfe not to know there was no {fleep- 
ing over Treafoz, puth’d his Point, and 
endeavour'd to gain Greece to open his 
᾿ς Pafflage the better into Italy. And here 
forefeecing the Intereft and Elocution of 
Herod would be ferviceable to his Purpofe, 
he left no Stone unturn’d to prevail with 
him, and torefrefh his old Difguft againft 
Antoninus. But Herod without liftening 
in the leaft to his Propofals, or fo much 
as-reading his Letters all over, return’d 
him this fhort Anfwer, and indeed the 
only right one for a Rebel. 


Caffius, thou art out of thyWits. * "Maivn. 
εν was no luckier in other Places ; Philoftr. 


in Vit. 


he could not fo much as fhake the Alle- κα το. 
siance of any Confiderable Town, nor 
decoy any Body to his Party, excepting 

fome beggerly Libertines, who were over 

Head and Ears in Debt, and Debauche- 

yy. This ill Succefs began to make him Dio: Vol- 
lofe his Credit amongft the Soldiers ; and Caifio. 7. 
thus after three Months, and fix Days 

from his firft Revolt, this Vifionary Reign 
concluded, and the Ufurper was ΚΙ 

by two of his Officers. His Head was 
brought to the Emperour at Formianum, 

as appears by his Anfwer to Fawftina’s Let- 

} ter which the wrote after fhe had receiv'd 

1 the News of Caj/zws's Death. 

δ 3 ‘Ts 
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Voleat.in "Tis zmpoffible my dear Faultina, for an 

sash one to γρῤακῶ Tendernefs ‘and lesion 

than you have done upon this Occafion, for 

me and the Children. I have read your Let- 

ter at Formianum ower and over, in which 

you advife me to punifh the Caffian Rebels, 

But for my part I am refolu'd to pardon Caf- 

fius's Wife and Children, and Son in Law 9 

And an now going to write to theSenate to 

perfwade them to moderate their Rigour,and 

wot make too many Traytors., for there's no- 

thing that recommends a Roman Emperour 

fo much as his Clemency. “Iwas this Quali- 

ty which made Julius Cxfar greater than his 

Vidories, and gave him and Auguttus their 

*Made Apotheofis 5 * and proeur'd our Father, } the 

on Honourable furname of BIUS: || could this — 

+ Antoni: War have heen ended as Iwould have hadit, — 

ΜΝ Pius. even Caffius fhould not have loft his Life. 

cifal Neer difturb your felf, For, the Gods who 

love my Clemency will be fure to prote& 


ions ἔπε me. * J have nominated our Son in Law 
ἔπος a POmpeianus, Conful for the enfuing Lear. 
Verfe This Clemency was admired. by fome, 
rom. 


Horace. andcenfured by others: One of this lat- 
Capitol. ter fort took the Liberty to ask Antoninus 
24 Vor what he thought Caffivs would have done — 
Caffio.9. If he had gotten the Vidory. The Em- 
‘ perour replied, We have not feru'd the Gods — 
fonegligently, nor lived foill, as to have had — 

any manner of fear of being conquer by yal 
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ONE ete REC CAB,” Nal Ae aca, 
fius.. Then he went on and inftancd in 
thofe Princes who were either defeated 

_ by the Rebels in the Field, or privately 
murther’d by their Subjects, fhewing that 
they mifcarried either by their Cruelty, 
or their ill Condu&. Nero and Caligula, 
fays he, way thank themfelves for their 
Misfortune, Otho and Vitellius, wanted 
Courage to govern, and Galba perfectly loft 
himfelf by his Avarice: He added, that 
there was hardly one Good Prince upon Re- 
cord, whowas thus {νυ ἐς. That Auguttos, 
Trajan, Adrian, 2zd Antoninus Pitts, bad 
always the upper hand of Rebels and Traitors, 
the create? part of which were executed either 
contrary to their Orders, or before they knew 
ont. “Twere very well, if this Maxim 
would hold, but alafs! Since this good 
Emperour’s time it has faild ina great 
many Cafes: I fhall now give the Reader 
his Letter to the Sewate upon this Occafion. 


My Lords, | 

You have voted my Son in Law Pompei- Volcat. in 

anus Conful, as a Teftimony of your Satisfa- sane 
Bion for my Succe[s: Indeed his Years de- 
ferv'd this Honour long fince, had not Per- 
fous of extraordinary Merit appear'd agatnft 
hin 5. And where the State was fo much in- 
 debted, Ὥρας but reafonable to dY charge the 
Obligation. As to Caffius’s Revolt, I ix- 
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treat and conjure you to wave the ufual Se= 
verity in fuch Cafes, and not to let me, or 
rather your felves, fuffer in theCharatter of | 

Clemency, by condemning any Perfonto Death. ὦ 
Let none of the Senate be punif'd, Let no 
Noble Blood be drawn : Recal the Banifh'd, 
and let thofe under Forfeiture enjoy their 
Bftates : And Theartily wifh ‘twas allo im 
my Power to bring the dead to Life again, 
and fetch then out of their Graves ! For I 
don't love an Emperour fhould take Revenge 
for himfelf : This Method tho’ never fode= 
fenfible is generally interpreted as over Ri- 
gorous. For thefe Reafons I conclude you 
will be willing that Cafhus's Wife, Children 
and Son in Law thal have their Pardon: 
Their Pardon ! Why fhould I fay that, fince 
they hawe done nothing to need it! Let them 
live then undifturb’'d, and be fenfeble they 
five under the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. 
Let their Eftate, their Mony, and their Fur~ 
uiture be refiord 5 Let them be rich, and 
eafy, and go where they pleafe, and wherever 
they Move let them carry the Marks of your 


᾿ Clemency, and mine about them. 


My Lords, ‘Tis no great Inftance of Good- 
nefs to pardon the Wives and Children of 
thofe Attainted, I defere you would do fome- 
thing more for my fake than this comes to 3 
proted I befeech you thofe Senators and Gen- 
themen concern'd in the Plot, from Executi- 

ons 
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ons and Forfeiture, from Fear and Infamy, 


| ana from all forts of Injury, and Difadvan- 
tage whatfoever ; aud let it be the peculiar 
He ines of my Adminiftration, that no Re- 
bel who loft his Life in Skirmifh, or Tumult, 
may be thought ill dealt with. 


The reading of this Letter was receiv'’d Copia. 
with great Acclamations, and all the figns ** *” 


of Acknowledgment and Refpet imagina- 
ble. In the mean time the Emperour or- 
der'd Caffius's Head to be buried, and ge- 
neroufly fhew’d himfelf troubled for his 
Death ; and then continued his March to 
put an end to the Rebellion ; and bring 
the Hafterz Army totheir Duty. He be- 
gan with Egypt, and pardon’d all thofe 
Towns which revolted to Caffius; And 
when he came to Alexandria, a very dif- 
affected Place,heleft one of his Daughters 
there, as a Security, that he was Friends 
with them. 


Being arrivd at Pelufium he faw the Capito. 


Solemnities of Serapis perform’d there ; 23 


which being frequented by vaft Numbers 
from all Parts of Egypt, occafion’d a great 
deal of Debauchery and Extravagance : 
Therefore, without minding how the Peo- 
ple would take it, who are generally Dif- 
concerted at any Change in Religion ; 
he put down thefe Holy Days, and or- 
der’d that the Sacrifices to this Idol fhould 
a , be 
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 beoffer’d by the Priefts-in Private, without 


Capitol. 
2 τ᾿ 


Bio. 


any Concourfe of the Multitude. And all | 
the way of his Progrefshevifitedthe Tem- 
ples, Schools, and fuch frequented Places, 
inftruéting the People ina familiar conde- 
fcenfive manner: And explaining fomeof 
the grand Difficulties: in Philofophy, ἴη- 
fomuch that wherever he came, he was 
extreamly admir’d for his Senfe and Capa- 


city. 

The firft thing he did in Syriz wasto 
burn all the Letters found in Caffius’s Ga- 
binet, that he might not be fore’d almoft 
to hate any Perfon whether he would or 
no. Some are of Opinion that Martims 
Verus, whom the Emperour detatched ‘for 
Syria, and for his Loyalty, gave him the 
Government of that Province, fome fay 
this Martius Verus burnt the Letters before, 
of his own Head, declaring thatthe Em- 
perour would likeit: But if he thouldbe 
founhappy as to Difpleafe his Majefty, 
he fhould fuffer Death very willingly to 
fave the Lives of fo many People: Such 
an Inftance of Goodnefs and Generofity 
is rarely to be met with ina Heathen, or 
it may be in a Courtier either. . 

Towards the endof this Year Astoni- 
nus was proclaim’d Emperour the eighth 
time, as appears by the Medals where the 
Infcription Imp. VIII. is join’d = 

rhe 
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Faftina died in this Progrefs at the σαρίτοί. 
Foot of Mount Zaurus, Antoninus was ve-** Di 


ry fenfibly Afflided at her Death; And 
the Senate imagining the Emprefs might 
have fowr'd his Temper againft thofecon- 
cern'd in the Reyolt, and that the bef 
way to condole with him was to facrifice 
{ome of his Enemies, thus they fell into 
a new Fit of Punifhing, out of Flattery, 
and over Complaifance ; Vices which of- 
tentimes creep into thofe Great Bedies no 
jefs than into the Breafts of Private Peo- 


ple... But the Emperour being inform’d p;,, 


how the Sezate {tood affected, fent them 
a Second Letter, to let them know that 
their Sagerity would only make his Trou- 
ble for the Lofs of the Emprefs the great- 
er, defir’d that no Body might be put to 

eath, and concluded with thefe Words, 
[1 can't prevail with you to fpare the Lives 
of the Revolters, you'l force me to wifh I 


were dead my felf. 


_ But to prevent fuch Rebellions as this pio. 


from coming over again, he made a Law 
that for the future the "Government of 2 
Province fhould be given to no Man that 
was born in it. 


As concerning €affius's Children none of votcat in 
them loft their Lives but the Eldeft Me- Caffio. 7. 


CLANHS,, 


cvii 
the XIX Year of his Tribunitian Autho- 
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τ cianws, who being Governour of Alexan* 


dria, was kill'd there by fome of hisown 

Party, the fame Day that his Father was 
difpatch’d in Syria. Helzodorwys another of 
his Sons was Tranfported * and forfeited 
his Quality and Eftate: The reftwere 
only banifh’d at large, and had their For- 
tune allow'd them. . His Daughter Alexs 
andra, and her Husband Druncianws, had 
the Liberty, either to live at Rome, or 
go whither they pleas’'d.. Avtoninws took 
care to fecure them in the Privilegesof 
their Condition, and had fuch a Regard 
for them upon all occafions ; that once 
when they had a Caufe of great Concern 
tried before the Sezate, he forbad the o- 
ther fide to reproach them with the Mif- 
fortunes of their Family, and fined feve- 
ral who had given themfelves too much. 
Liberty in this Point. : 
In the mean time the Sexate, who per- 
ceiv'd they could not make their Court to 
their Prince by their Rigour, endeavour'd 
to doit by inventing fome new Honours 
to the Memory of Faxftina. It feems the 
building her a Temple was not enough for 
them. They ereéted her a Golden Statue, 
and pafs'd an Order that every time the 
Emperour went to the Play-Houfe, this 
Figure fhould be placed in the Emprefies 
Box,and that the Ladies of the firft Quality 
| | Should 
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fhould be feated round it. But they re- 
fin’d ftill farther upon the Old Model of 
Flattery, and voted Astoxinws and Fanfti- 
na two Silver Statues, placed them in Ve- 
nus's Temple, and fet up an Altar for them, 
upon which all the young Women, and 
their Bridegrooms were order’d to facri- 
fice ontheir Wedding Day. 


Antoninus gave the Senate thanks for Cc: 
26 


their Refpect to him and the Emprefs, 
and being refolv'’d to do fomething for 
hershimfelf, he founda Society of fingle 
Women, whom he call’d Fauftinians,and 
maintain'd them at hisown Charge, and 
built a Temple for his Emprefs at the Vil- 
lage where fhe died : This Temple was 
ἐβανιναμεν provided witha fuitable Dei- 
ty, it being confecrated to Heliogabalus, 
one of the greateft Monfters in Lewdnefs 
that was ever heard of. 

After Axtoninus had thus fettled the 
Eaft, he made his way towards Rome. In 
his return he ftaid fome time at Swyraa, 
and as every Body almoft were crowding 
to pay their Duty, or get a fight of him, 
He remembred one Evening he hadnot 
{een Ariftides, andwas afraid that Orator 
might take it for a Negle& : For ‘twasone 
of the Emperour’s Chief Maxims to pay a 
diftinguifhing Regard to Men of Probity 
and Charaéter, and to treat every Body 

ac- 
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according to their Merit. Heé acquainted 
his Courtiers with his being miledty about 
this Matter, particularly the Qui#rilians, 
who had the Government of Greece - ‘They 
Philoftrat. affur'd him, Ariffider had not been there 5 
fide.  forif hehad, they would have difengaged 
him from the Crowd, and prefentéd him 
to his Majefty: And the next Day they 
were as good as their Word, and brought 
him. As foon as Antoninus faw him, hé 
ask'd him,How comes it to paft Ariftides that 
jou make your Vifit fo late? Sit, fays Ati- 
ftides, I was bufy about a Point, and you know 
as well as any Perfon living, that when a 
Man is warn in his Study, he can't endure 
é be interrupted. The Emperour being ὦ 
extreamly pleas’d to fee Nature thus open 
and undifguis’d, asks him, and when may | 
we hear a Difcourfe from yon then? Ariftides — 
with the fame Affurance, replies, If you — 
pleafe to give me a Subje to day, you foal — 
hear to Morrow what Ican fay ont, for] am — 
none of thofe Extemporary People that ven- — 
ture to let fly what comes firft at their — 
Tongues end, xo, I love to work up my Things 
flrong 9 but then Sir, fays be, I beg leave 
that all my Friends may make part of the 
Audience, with all my Heart {ays the Em~ 
perour : But Sir, replies Ariftides, [have © 
another Condition to throw in, ‘tis that my — 
Friends may be allow'd to Clap, and make 


as 
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δε much a Noife in my Commendation as if 

your Majefty was not there. That, {ays the 
Emperour with a {mile, jhall be perfe#ly at 

your Management. The next Day Ariftides 

made a Panegyrical Harangue upon Smyr- arisia. 
za, and came off with great Reputation ; Toms. 
_ the Oration is Extant among his Works, 0°" '® 

From Swyrza the Emperour travel'd to 
Athens, where he had his With of being 
Initiated in the grand Myfteries of Ceres, 
the moft facred and folemn part of the 
Heathen Religion : Nothing could paf¢ capitol. 
Mufter here bnt great Innocence of Life, 27: 
and a Reputation without the leaft Ble- 
mifh in’t. Thofe who were admitted were 
firft examin’d in their Moral Qualificati- 
ons; by a Prieft appointed for that Pur- 
pofe. 

He was very kind to the Athenians, and Dio. Phi- 
did their Town abundance of Honour; he οὗτος 
left them Profeflors in all Sciences with ani. 
great Salaries to fupport them; made 
them Noble Prefents, and gave them a 
peat deal of Privilege and Franchife. In 

is Voyaee home he met with a terrible 
Storm, which had like to caft him away. 
Upon jhis arrival at Brindifz, he put off Cxpitol, 
his Soldiers Habit, and made his Troops 27: 
dothefame, who during his whole Reign 
_ were never fuffer’d to wear Buf in Italy. 
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He was receiv'd at Rome with all the 
* Dio. An. Demonttrations of Joy imaginable. * And 


q 


με. 4 


Dom.176. bere at his firft coming having been eight 


Years abfent he gave all the People eight 
+ TheRo- piecesof Gold + a Man, forgave them alf 


man4vre the Mony they ον ἃ either to the City 
ws at that ϊ he 
time was Chamber, or his own Exchequer, from fix- 


worth a” ty Years upward, burnt all the Bonds and 
Shillings Evidences of the Debt in the great Square 
Sterling. Or Forum,gave his Son Commodus his Mans 
παῖς; Hlabit, dub'd him Prince of the Youth, || 
Juventutis made him his Partner in the Empire, tri- 
commer umph'd with him and named him Conf 


ded the ; 
Boysof forthe next Year, and to honour his Con- 


τὰ fulfhip the more, follow’d his Triumphal 
Troj2, ana Chariot inthe Circus on Foot. After this, 
was gene. he retired to his Philofophy for fome time 
Ree at Lavinium 5 This Study he ufed to call 
Empe- : 2 y ἢ 

rou son, his Mother, and the Court his Step-mother. 
licen, And this faying of Plato was frequently 
and by’ Mention’d by him, that the way to have a 
ay Nation happy, was either to make their Phi- 
ee ati tgs or sept ca Pes. (eee. 
him. Phi: Notwithftanding being well fatisfed that 
on a Conquering People in the tinie of Peace 
Dio. Ari are apt to be fond of Publick Shews, and 


fid.Tom. that in Prudence it may not be amifs to 


Orat. 20, 


23 


gratify them with fuch Amufenients, both 
to refrefh their Spirits, and keep them from 


racking their Brains with Seditious Pro-’ 
sects, for thefe Reafons he entertain’d- 


3 them 
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therh with very Magnificent Specfacles, 
tho’ he had no manner of Relifh for the 
Diverfion himfelf. poet 
While Rome enjoy’d the Advantage of 
Peace, and the Satisfaction of having the 
Emperour at home, Swyrva was mifera- 
bly handled by Fire and Earthquake, the 
greateft part of the Inhabitants being bu- 
ried under the Ruins: Ariftides wrote fo 
moving a Letter upon the Subject of this 
Misfortune tothe Emperour, that he could 
- mot, forbear weeping as heread it; In 
fhort, it made fuch an Impreffion upon 
him that he iffued out Commifiions im- 
mediately for the raifing a fuficient Fund 
for Rebuilding the City; ordering a No- 
bleman. to. take care of the Bufinefs ; In- 
fornuch, that the Accident was.in ἃ man- 
ner retriev d, and the Town had no Rea- 
fon to regret the Lofs of her former Mag- 
nificence, The Fownfimen being full of 
Acknowledgement for Ariffides, cretted 
him ἃ Statue of Brafs in the middle of the 
Market place : An extraordinary thing this, 
and of it felf enough tofhew the Happinefs 
of the Times, when the Honour chiefly 
due. to the Prizce’s Liberality, was all of 
it given away to the Orator’s Rhetorick. 
| Axtoninys took this Opportunity to re- 
_ ward the Citizens of Syrzafor their Loy- 
_alty, and the Service they haddone him: 
rye For 
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For at the breaking out of the Parthiaw 
War, when Atidiws Cornelianus, whocom- — 
manded in Syri2 was wounded and forced _ 
to retreat, the Army being quite routed, 
and the Baggage loft; Swyrna receiv'd 
the Soldiers with all the Humanity imagi- 
nable, buried Corzelianus who died of his 
Wounds ; and all the People ftriving as 
it were who fhould treat the Soldiers beft, 

ave them Cloaths, Arms, and Mony, as 

enufiu7a had done to thofe who efcap’d 
from the Battle of Caxue. The fame Af- 
filtance which the Emperour gave upon 
this Occafion to Swyrna, he had already 
beftow’d in Italy, and upon other Towns 
elfewhere, which fell under the fame Fate, 
as Cartage, Ephefus, and Nicomedia. 

The Emperours Expence in furnifhing 
out Shews, the Largefies he beftow'd upon 
the People, the vaft Sums he was out in 
Rebuilding Towns ruined by Fire, and 
Earthquakes, and the Cufloms and Impofi- 
tions which he forgave the Subje@ when 
his Neceflities were moft preffling, are 
Arguments fufficient to confute any Obje- 
ion againft his Liberality. “Tis granted, 


he was ἃ good Husband, and like his Fa- 


ther Antoninus Pins, manag ἃ his Reve- 
nues with Frugality enough; But when 
the Eafe of the People, or the Honour of 
the Empire requir’d it, he open'dhis Hand — 

εν 
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even to Prodigality: Being convinced 
that thefe are the only proper Occafions 
for a Prince to be free of his Exchegiver : 
and that Avarice infuch Cafes is a very 
dangerous Quality. Nay, he ufed to fay 
that when the People faw the ‘Prince Li- 
beral to the Publick, and thrifty in his 
Private Expence, they paid their Taxes c,firoi. 
more willingly, looking upon his Wealth 73. Dic. 
in a manner as their own, and as a fortof 
Fund, for the general Happinefs. The 
little Juftice done to Antoninus upon this 
Head, is notat allfurprizing : The Boun- 
ties of Princes which have leaft Difcreti- 
on are commonly moft taking with the 
People ; whereas Prudence and Reafon 
goes for Covetoufnefs with them: For 
they never diftinguifh between giving and 
fquandring, and make their own craving 
Temper the Standard of Liberality : But 
after all, ‘tis certain Rowe never hada 
Prince more beneficent than Avxtozings, 
who was alfo the firft that built a Tem- 
ple, to the Goddefs prefiding over Geod },; 4. 
Turns, and whichit may be was at that 
| time of Day, the only Virtue unworfhip’d 
by the Romans. Indeed Antoninus was 
the fitteft Perfon living to introducethis 
new Devotion, confidering he underftood 
the Book-part of Obliging fo well, and 
was fo remarkable in the Practife of it: 
ae h 2 For 
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Towards the end of this Year. we under~ 
ftand by the Medals, that he was pro- 
claim’d Emperour the ninth time ; it be- — 
ing likewife the one and thirtieth Year of 
his Tribunician Authority. | | 

Fabia above-mention’d, who had been 

Verus's Wench, tho’ fhe was his Sifter, and 

whofe Ambition was little lefs than her 

impudence ; this Lady being willing to 

make the moft of her tarnifhing Beauty, 

left no Trick untried to perfwade Axtoni- 

nus tomarry her.. The Emperour under- 

ftanding her better than he had done Fau- 

ftina, and befides having no Inclination 

to marry, always put her off. ‘Tis faid 

he took a Mifs or Concubine, to prevent 

the Inconvenience of a Mother in Law to 
hisChildren. Now tho’ the Confequence 

from Writing, to Life, won't hold without 

Exception, becaufe Mens Difcourfe and 

Practife are not always ofa Piece, yet 

fince Avtoninus’s Life was fo exactly {uita- 

ble to his Philofophy, we may very well 

queftion the Truth of this Paflage ; And 

“indeed the Falfhood of it appears plainly © 

“en | by his giving the Gods thanks in his firft — 

Oo Book. & for being but alttle while, in his — 
Childhood, under the Management of his — 
Grand fathers Wench. Now 'tis highlyim- — 
probable he fhould bring his own Chil- 
dren within the danger of fuch an Exam-. | ' 
ple, || 
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~ ple, from which he reckons it a Bleffing 
to have been quickly deliver'd himfelf. 

The Peace the Romans were fo happy Dio. 
in, lafted {carcely two Years. The Schy- 
thians, and Northen People took the Field 
again, and attacked the Emperour’s Vice- 
Roys, who were in no Condition to make 
any great Refiftance. This oblig’d Axto- 
ninws to prepare for an other Expedition : 
Going therefore to the Sezate he men- 
tion’d a Supply, which was the firlt time 
he had demanded any new Tax. 

This Mony, had he been willing to ufe 
his Authority, might have been rais‘d by 
the Strength of Prerogative; But this was 
none of his Method : He was fo Conde- 
{cenfive as to fay the Emperours had no 
Property of their own; and that the very 
Palace they lived in, belong’d to the Lords 
and Commions. 

_ About this time he married his Son. to 
Crifpina, Daughter to Brutivs Valens, who 
had been Conful ; the Wedding was kept 
life that of a private Perfon, without any 
thing of Royal Grandeur, or Expence int. 

After this, he went to BeHona’s * Tem-* The 
ple, and perform’d the Ceremony of the SU 
Dart: This Cuftom was very Antient, 
and only prattis\d upon a War beyond 
Sea 5 andagain{t fome very remote Coun- 

try. The Emperour. coming into the Tem- 
| EE ple 
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ple took up the Bloody Lance which was 

kept there, and threw itover an oppofite 

Column, in the Circus Flaminius, which 
ointed toward the Enemy's Quarters, 

μιν Dom." The Romans perceiving their Emperour 

“broken with Age and Fatiguing, ready to 

fet forward, and expofe his Perfon to all 

the Hazards of a new War, and being 

afraid they might lofe this brave Prince, 

and the benefit of that admirable Prudence 

too, which was not likely toont-live him; 

having thefe Apprehenfions they came in 

a Body to the Palace, to defire him not 

to leave them till he had given them fome 

Rules for their Condu& ; that in cafe the 

Gods fhould take him to themfel ves, they 

might have fome DireGions to fteer by; 

and be enabled to hold on that Courfe of 

Virtue into which his Example had led 

them. Axtoninus was fo much affected 

with the Probity, and good Difpofition 

ofthis Addrefs, that he fpent three whole 

Days in Moral Difcourfes, explaining the © 

greate{t Difficulties upon that Argument, 

and giving the People fome fhort Maxims, 

to affift their Memory, and govern their 

Practife. . 

In the beginning of Auguft he left the 

Town, taking Commodus along with him, 

and gave the Command of the Troops to 

Paternus. The Schythians loft the beft Pa 
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of their Forces in the firft Battle, which 
was fought with fuch Refolution, that it 
Jafted a whole Day. And now Axztoninis 
was proclaim’d Emperour by the Army, 
the Tenth time. 

‘Twere to be wifh’d we could give a 
particular Account of thefe laft glorious 
Campagnes, but fince there’s no Hiftorian 
extant to tran{mit the Detail, we muft be 
contented to underftand in General, that 
this War was no lefs Troublefome than 
any of the former; That the King of 
Schythia beheaded feveral of his Officers 
upon a Sufpicion of their holding Corre- 
fpondence with the Romans 5 That-Ante- 
ninus fought a great many Battels very 
obftinate and bloody, in whichthe Vi&o- 
ry was always gain’d by the force of his 
ConduG, and the extraordinary Bravery 
of his Perfon : that he was always at the 
Head of his Troops in the hotteft Service ; 
That he Built and Garrifon’d feveral Forts 
to keep the Country in Awe ; And that 
in the beginning of March, when he was 
going to open histhird Campagne, hewas 
feiz’d with a Diftemper atViewna, * which 
carried him off in a few Days. 

"Tis faid his Phyficians ufed him ill 


7 ty 


and haften’d his Death, to make their κῆτος 
Court to Commodus : Dion Caffivs is poke seugory 


tive in this Opinion, whichif it be true, “Ὁ 
Ν h 4 An- 
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every Le- 
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Antoninus had more Grounds for that 
Common Saying than he was aware of: 


How many Reafons, fays he, will People mu- — 


fier up to be rid of us ¢ Thofe who have had 
the greateft fhare in my Affetdion count my 
Life but a Grievance, and would be glad to 
fee an End owt. _ Neither did he fail in the 
leaft to practife his own Advice upon this 
Occafion: Tisthis; * However this Fhought 
mift not go [Ὁ decp as to fower your Humour : 
You nuft keep your Temper, wifh the World 
well, and part friendly with every Body. 
This Rule, I fay, was exa&ly obferv'd by 
the Emperour, for the fame Dion Caffins 
Reports, that he took a great deal of care 
to conceal the Caufe of his Death, that 
he recommended his Son tothe Army ; 
And that when a Tribuxe ἦ came to him 
for the Word, he bid him go te the Rifing 

Sus, . . ᾿ ' _ 
But Commodus being very young, and 
having as yet given no Sufpicion of any 
fuch unnatural] Barbarity, makes this Re- 
lation look Improbable: Efpecially when 
we confider Herodian’s Teftimony, || by 
which it appears plainly that Commodus 
did not fly out into Vice and Diforder 11 
after his Father's Death. The Odiamthis — 
young Prince ; when he came to govern, 
drew upon himfelf by bis Cruelty, was 
the occafion no doubt that Fame keparied 
um 
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him a Parricide; ( that fo no fort of 
Wickednefs might efcape him ;}) People 
being generally willing to believe all the 
Til of Princes which their latter Actions 
fhew them capable of doing. 

To return. The Emperour’s Sicknefs 
had. fuch ill Symptoms, that his Recove- 
ry was quickly defpair'd of. In this Ex- 
tremity which generally fhocks the Forti- Herodian. 
tude of moft Men, this Prince held up ἰἕα Com. 
in his Spirit and Temper, and gave a no-* * 
ble Proof of the force of his Notions and 
Philofophy. But notwithftanding his Sub- 
miffion to Providence reconciled him to 
Death, yet the generous Regard he had 

for his People, gave him many a Me- 
lancholy Thought.This Anxiety encreas’d 
with his Difeafe, infomuch that the Day 
before he died, his Mind feem’d reftlefs 
and uneafy. The Mifcarriages of thofe 
Princes,who coming young tothe Throne 
were too weak to govern their Fortune, 
and makeHead againft theirVices and Flat- 
terers, were perpetually in his Thoughts. 
The Scandalous Reigns of Neroand Domi- 
tian, made him more Solicitous : He was 
afraid hisSon might make a falfe ftep, and 
not keep his Feet where the Ground was 
{o Slippery; that his Education might be 
- loft upon him, the Notions contriv’d in- 

te him mifcarry, and all the care of his 

' In- 
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Inftruéters prove infignificant ; In fhore, 


he was afraid he fhould grow Lewd, and 


Licentious, and provea Tyrant to his Peo- 
ple, inftead of a Protection. Onthe other 
Hand, he faw his Northerw Conquefts but 
flenderly fecur’d, that thofe People were 
enclin’d to a Revolt, that the Enemy had 
their Swords in their Hand, and upon 
fuch a Junéture were the more to be fear’d, 
for their having been often defeated : He 
had therefore reafon to be Apprehenfive 
left his Death might bring all thefe Nati- 
ons to a Confederacy again{t the Empire, 
and ‘that taking Advantage of hisSon’s 
Youth, and want of Experience, they might 
make an Attempt to retrieve their For- 
tune, and wipe out their former Difgrace. 
Being fomewhat perplex’d with thefe 
Thoughts, and floating between Hope and 
Fear, He order’d his Friends, and Princi- 
pal Officers to be brought in: When he 
faw them about the Bed, he bad Commo- 
dus {tand before them, and then raifing 
himfelf with fome Difficulty to fit up, he 
_ fpoke to them in this manner. 
ictal I’m not furpriz’d at your being troubled to 
the Origi-fee me in this Condition : Compalfion from 
24], one Man to another, is very Natural ; And 


thofe Objetis which ftrike the Sight are al- — 


wore 


ways molt Affecting : But I perfwade my felf 


your Concern upon this Occafion 1s fomewhat 


t 


ἣ 


Marcus ΑΝΤΟΝΙΝΊΙ5. ΟΧΧΙΣ 


more than ordinary: For the Regard I have 

always had for you, makes me reafonably ex- 
| ~pe# a fuitable Return. And now Opportuni- 

ty prefents fair for us both ; For Me, that I 
may have the Satisfaction to be fenftble my 
Eftcem and Affeétion have not been mifplaced ς 
For you, to make your Acknowledgements, 
and fhow you are not unmindful of what you 
have Receiv'd. 

You fee my Son here, who has been Edu- 
cated under you, juft Launching into his 
Youth ; This part of Life for a Prince efpe- 
cially, is like putting 10 Seain a Storm 5 
where without Ballaft and good Pilots, he'l 
be in Danger of being over-fet by his Paffions, 
and fplit upon fome Rock or other : And 
therefore fince he is going to lofe his Father, 
1 hope that Relation will be fupplied, and 
multiplied ix you: Pray take care of hin in 
this dangerous Station, and let him never 
want good Counfel: Put him in Mind, that 
all the Wealth in the World, is not fuffici- 
ent to fatisfy the Caprice and Luxury of a 
Tyrant. And that a Prince's Guards, tho 
never fo Numerous, are but a flender Pro- 
tedion without the Love of the Subje& - That 
thofe generally fit longeft, awd moft fecure up- 
on the Throne, who Reign over the Affedi- 
ons of the People, and govern more by Good- 
ne{s, than Terror. Fortis Inclination and 
wot Force, which keeps Loyalty firm, and 


makes 


oe 
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makes Subjettion go down eafily. In fuch — 
Cafes People are Friends, not Flatterers, and | 
never ftart fron their Duty, unlefs provok’'d ἢ 
by Injury, and Ill-ufage. “Tis true, ’tis a 

hard matter to Reign and be Regular s and 
to fet Bounds to your Will, when your Power 

is almoft Abfolute. If you fuggeft fuch Things 

as thefe, and remind him of what be hears 

now, youl beth fecure an Excellent Emperour 

for yourfelves, and alfo oblige my Memory 

u the higheft manner imaginable, this being 

your only way to make it Immortal. 

At this Sentence the Emperour grew 
SpeechlefS, fainted, and fell back in- 
to the Bed : and dying the next Day, was 
much lamented by thofe of his own Time, 
and no lefs admired by Pofterity. As foon 
as his Death was publifh’d, the Army, and 
all Italy were mightily Afflicted at the 
News. So general a Mourning in earneft 
was never feen. And never was Rome in 
a greater Confternation. All the Happi- 
nefs and Glory of the Empire feem’d to 
expire with Aztoninus:, Their Grief ex- 
prefsd it felf in all the Varieties of Affe- 
ction and Regard : Some call’d him their 
Father, and others their Brother, fome 
their brave General, fome their Good-na- 
turd Emperour, their Prudent, Exempla- _ 
ry, andevery way well qualified, and ac- 
complifh’d Prince : And. which 15 very 
LIAWW extra- 
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extraordinary, among fich a Multitude of 

Commendors, there was not one Soul of 

them that over-fhot his Character, or faid 

more of him than he deferv'd. The Sezate 

and Commons, made hima God, even be- 

fore the Solemnity of his Funeral. * And *The Em- 

as if it had been a fimall Matter to eredt Rerout’s: 

him a Statue of Gold in the Fulian Chap- fis did not 

pel, + They branded all thofe fora par- Com 

cel of lewd ungodly Wretches, who ac- ey sa 

cording to their Circumftances, had not neral was 

either a Picture, or a Statue of Antoninus ἡ Ἠενοτας 

in their own Houfes. Senate 
Thus in the fifty ninthYear almoft com- ™* 

pleat, died the beft and greateft of all the 

Roman Emperouts : || He reign’d nine Years {| Ann: 

with his Brother Vers, and ten by him- Saath by 

felf. .“Twas a great Happinefs for himhe ὁ 

lived no longer: For by this means he 

was unacquainted with the wretched Qua- 

lities of his Son Commodws, who, for all 

manner of Wickednefs, was one of the 

greate{t Monfters in Hiftory. 


Adver- 


Advertifement. 


(Alnus ᾿Αντανίνα τῷ ᾿Αὐτοχράτορίῷι, 7H 
Bodie ἑαυτόν Βιβλία 6’. Marci Anteni- 
ni Imperatoris, de rebus fuis, five de eis 
que ad fe pertinere cenfebat, Libri XII. 
— Lecis haud Paucis Repurgati,Suppleti, Refti- 
tuti : Verfione infuper Latina Nova ; Le- 
Cionibus item variis, Locifg; parallelis ad 
Marginem adjectis: Ac Commentario Perpe- 
tuo Explicati atque Illuftrati. Studio Ope- 
raque Thome Gatakeri, Londinatis. Huic 
Secunde Editioni acceflere Annotationes 
Selectiores A. D’ Aceriz Latinitate Donate, 
Necnon Mera: Antonini Vita, Pafiim aucta, 
& Idoneis Scriptorum Veterum Teftimo- 
nus firmata; a Geo. Stanhope, Goll. Reg. 
apud Caztabr. quondam Socio. 

Londini : Impenfis Edv. Milingtoni, in 
Vico vulgo ditto Little Britain. Veneant 
apud Bibliopolas Loudin. ὃς utriufque Aca- 
demiz. 1697. 
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CONVERSATION, 
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‘Difcourfes with Himfelf νυν. 


BOOKI. 


1. ΗΕ Example of my Grandfather 


Verws gave me the Advantage of 
a Gandidand dif {paflionate Temper. 

II. By the Recollection of my Father’s 
* Character, I learn’d to be both Modefk * smntue 
and Manly. this: 

_ ΠῚ, As for my Mother *, fhe taught me “ pinieze 
to have a Regard for Religion, to be ge- Calvi. 
nerous and open-handed, and not Otily to 
forbear doing any Body an ill Turn, but 
not fo much as to endure the thought ΟΠ, 

By Her likewife I was bred to a plain un- 


_ expenfive way of Living, and very diffe- 


rent from the common Laxury and Liber- 
ties, of young People of my Quality. 
Ἷ | IV. I ἃ 


* Catilius 
Severitse 


+ Quail. 
fighting 
amongtt 
the Anti- 
ents, like 
ock- 
fighting 
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IV. Iam to thank my Great Grandfa- 
ther * for not running the Rifque of a 
Publick Education, for providing me good 
Matters at home, and making me fenfible, 
that I ought to return them a large and 
honourable Acknowledgment. 

V. From my Governour I learn’d not to 
over-value the Diverfions of the Race- 
Ground, and Amphitheater, nor to dote upon 
the Liveries and Diftin&ions of Fockeys and 
Gladiators. He taught me alfo to. put my 
own Hand to Bufinefs upon occafion, to 
endure Hardthip and Fatigues,and to throw 
the Neceflities of Nature into a little Com- 
pafs. That I ought not to meddle with 
other Peoples Matters, nor be eafy in giv- 
ing Credit to Lvformers. δεῖν mare 

VI. Diognetus gave me the Hint not to 
keep Quails for the Pit, + or beftow my: 
Pains and Inclination upon Trifles : Not 
to be Jed away with the Impoftures of 
Wizards and Figure-flingers, who pretend? 
they can difcharge Evil Spirits, and do 
{trange Feats by the ftrength of 4 Charm.’ 
This Diogwetws help'd me to the Faculty of 
bearing Freedom and ’Plain-dealing in o- 
thers ; brought me to Relith Philofophy, 
and apply my felf to’t § and procured me 
the Inftruction of thofe celebrated Men, 
Bacchins, Tandacides, and Marcianws. He 
Hikewife put me upon improving my μι | 
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ΜΕΡΙΤΑΤΤΟΝϑ, @e. 
ο΄ ΒΥ writing Dialogties when I was a Boy, 
ο΄ prevail’d with me to prefer a Couch co- 
 -ver'd with Hides, to a Bed of State; and 
reconcil’d me to other refembling Rigors 3 
of the Stoick Difcipline. fa wrt fer 
VII. “Twas Rufticws * that firlt fet me ich 
upon cottrecting my Humour, and bringing phe. 
it to a better State : who prevented me 
from running into the Vanity of the Sa- 
phifts, either by writing pretendingly upon 
Learning and Life, Haranguing upon Mo- 
ral Subjects, or making a fanta{tical Ap- 
pearance of being mightily taken up with 
Exercifes, Difcipline, and Bufinefs. This 
Philofopher kept me ftom being fmitten 
with the Charms of R.hetorick aridPoetry, 
from affecting theCharacfer of a man of plea- 
fantry, or the Drefs and Mien of'a Beau or 
any thing of this kind which looks likeGon- 
ceit and Affectation: He taught me to write 
Letters in a plain wiornamented Stile, Itke 
that dated from Sinweffz to my Mother. 
By his Inftractions I was perfwaded to be 
_ eafily reconcil’d to thofe who had misbe- | 
hav'd themfelves, and difoblige’d me. And 2 
of the fame Mafter I learn’d to Read ari 
Author carefully. Not to take up with a 
fuperficial View, or refign to every Noify 
Impertinent ; but to look thro’ the Argu- 
ment, and go to the Bottom of the Matter. 
And to conclude with him, he procur’d 
me a Copy of Ep:etus’s Works. Vit. 
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— *Moftpro- ΨΠΠ, * Apolonins taught me to give my 


bly a 
SroickP 


,;- Mind its due Freedom, and difengage it 


lofopher. from.dependance upon Chance: And fur- 


. 


, 
in 


nith'd me with fuch Precepts for Steadinefs 
and Ballaft, as not to Flote in Uncertain- 
ties, or beat a Lofs about Defign or Event ; 
nor fo much as to look towards any thing 
uncountenanc’d by Reafon and Truth: 
To maintain an equality of Temper under 
trying Circumftances, fuch as tedious Sick- 
nefS$, acute Pains, and lofs of Children. 
To give him his due, his practice was a 
handfome Inftance, that a Man may be 
Mafter of his own Behaviour, that he may 
be earneft and eafy, force and unbend his 
Humour as occafion requires. To go on 
with him:,The Heavinefs and Imperti- 
nence of his Scholars could feldom throw 
him off the Hooks. And as for his Learn- 
ing, and the peculiar Happinefs of his man- 
ner in Teaching, he was fo far from being 
{mitten with himfelf upon this Score, that 
one might eafily perceive, he thought it 
one of the leaft things which belong’d to 
him. This great Man Ict me into the true 
{ecret of managing an Obligation, with- 
out either leflening my felf, or being un- 
grateful to my Friend. 

IX. The Philofopher Sextws recommends 
ed Good Humour to me, and to make Na- 
ture and Reafon my Rule to Live by. He 
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alfo gave me to underftand , that good 
Ufage and Authority were not inconfiftent, 
but that a Family might be govern’d with 
the tendernefs and concern of a Parent. 
By his Precedent I was inftrutted to.appear. 
with an unaffected Gravity, to πᾶν the 
Temper and Circumftances of my Friends 
in order to oblige them. To bear with 
the ignorant and unthinking; to beCom- 
plaifant and Obliging to all People, even 
up to the Smoothnefs of Flattery; and yet 
at the fame time not to fuffer in ones Qua- 
lity, or grow a jot the Cheaper for't. Con- 
verfing with this Philofopher put me in a 
way how to draw up a true, intelligible, 
and methodical Scheme, for Life and Man- 
ners; and πονεῖ [Ὁ much as to fhew the 
leaft fign of Anger, or any other difturb- 
ing Thought: But to be perfectly calm and 
indifferent, yet not in the latitude of let- 
ting my Fancy ftand Neuter, and be un- 
concern’d for the Advantage of others : 
However, he let me fee in himfelf, that a 
Man might fhow his Good-will fignificant- 
ly enough, without Noife and Tranfport; 
and likewife be very knowing, on this fide 
Vanity and Oftentation. 

X. Alexander the Grammarian taught 
me not to be ruggedly Critical about Words, 
nor fall foul upon People for improprieties 
of Phrafe, or Pronunciation - But to fet 
git: B 3 them 
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them right, by {peaking the Thing pro- 


perly my felf, and that either by way of 
Anfwer, Affent, or Enquiry; or by fome 
fuch other remote, and Gentlemanly Cor- 
rechion..) {i +d tbe? 2 dee «ἈΚ Δ 
XI. Froxto my Rhetorick Mafter, obli- 
ged me with the knowledge of Men: For 
the purpofe, that Envy, Tricking, and 
Diffimulation,, are the Character and Con- 
fequences of Tyranny; And that thofe we 
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call Top Quality, have cominonly not. - 


much of Nature in them. ζ, χά ἴδ 4.1 


ΧΙ. Alexander the Platonift advifed me, 
that without Neceffity I fhould never'pre- 
tend not to be at Leifurerto aflift ak riend. 
Nor make Bufine(fs:an Exenfé to decline 
the Offices of Humanity... SC. Ὁ 

ἈΠΕ, 1 kearn'd of CatnHws* not to flight 
a hriehd for making a: Remonftrance, tho 
it fhould happen to: beunreafonable). but 
rather to retrieve his Femper, andimake 
him EBafy. That like Dewitivs and Athe- 
nodetus, 1 fhould never: be backward to 
give an Honourable Characéer of thofe 
who had the Care of my Education: “And 
that I fhould always preferve am Hearty 
Affection for my -Children, without any 
little }caloufies of being fupplanted, or 
evertoppd by them. | | 

XIV. Lam indebted to Severas for the 


due regard I have for my Family and Res: 


lations, 
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lations, and for keeping this Inclination 
_ from growing too ftrong for Juftice and 
Truth. He likewife mad¢ me acquainted 
with the Character and Sentiments of thofe 
Celebrated Patriots and Philofophers, Cato, 
Brutus, Thrafeas, Helvidins, and Dio; and 
gave me the Idea of a Commonwealth, in 
which the general Intereft was confider'd 
without Preference, or Partiality in the 
Conftitution ; And alfo of a Monarchy, 
where the Liberty of the Subject was prin- 
cipally regarded. To mention fome more 
of my Obligations to him: Twas of him 
I learn’d not to grow Wife by Starts, ‘and 
broken Fancies, but to be a conftant Ad- 
mirer of Philofophy and Improvement : 
That 4 Man ought to be Generous and 
Obliging; Hope the beft of Matters, and 
_ never queftion the Affe&tion of his Friends : 
To be free in fhewing a reafonable diflike 
of another, and no lefs clear in his own 
Expectations and Defires; and not to put 
his Friends to the Trouble of Divining 
what he would be at. | 
XV. The Proficiency I made under ¥ Another 
* Maximus wastoCommand my felf, and pbc at 
not to be overborn with any Impotency of °°?" 
Paffion or Surprife. To be full of Spirits 
under SicknefS and Misfortune. To appear 
with Modefty, ObligingnefS, and Dignity 
of Behaviour. Toturn off Bufinefs finooth- 
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τ τ “ly as itrifes, without Dag ogAne Com- 
~~ “plaint.. By obferving the prattice of this 
Maximus I came, ἰῷ underftand, ἃ Man 

night manage himfelf fo as to fatisfie the 
World, that there was nothing but Truth, 
Sincerity, and Fair play, in his Words.and 
Actions; Attain that Greatnefs of Mind, 

as not to Admire, or Start at any, Thing. 
Neither to Hurry an Enterprife, nor Sleep 

over it. Never to be puzled, difpirited, or 

lye Grinning at a Difguft, or Difappoint- 

ment. His way was to be neither Paffio- 

nate, nor over-{ufpicious, Forward to do 

a good Turn, and to forgive.an all-One. 

In fhort, He feem’d to be always in. the 
poffeffion of Virtue, .and to have nothing 

which ftood in need of Correction.: And 

which is very remarkable, No Body ever 
fancied they were {lighted by him; or had 

the Courage to think themfelves his Bet- . 

ters; And to conclude.with him, another 

part of hisPhilofophy was, not to be tas 

otf » ken with Raillery and Jefting. op 6... 0 <) 
*TheEm-° XVI. In my Father's * Converfation and 


‘Peror x- Management I obferv’d a fmooth and in- “ 


ioainus Pi. > . ὁ ἥ 
us, whoa- Offenfive Temper ;. with great fteadinefs in 


doptedour keeping clofe to Meafures judicioully ta- 
Author. ken: A Greatnefs proof againft Vanity, 
and the Impreflions of Pomp, and Power, 

From him a Prince might learn,to love Bus 

finefs and A¢tion, and be conftantly at ie 
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To be willing to Hear out’ any Propofal ὁ 


relating to Publick Advantage. To over- 
look no Bodies’ Merit, or Misbehaviour. 
To underftand ithe Critical Seafons, and 
Circumftances for Rigour, or Remifsnefs.; 
᾿ς when ‘twas proper to take up, and when 
᾿ς to flacken the Reins of Government. To 
have no He-Sweet-Hearts, and Boy-Favou- 
rites: Not to:ftand upon Points of State 
and Prerogative; but to leave his Nobili+ 

ty at perfe& Liberty in: their Vifits, and 
_ Attendance: And when he was upon ‘his 


᾿ς Progrefs, no Man loft his Favour for not 


being at leifure to follow: the Court. ‘Fo 
debate matters nicely, and: throughly at 
the Council-Board, and then’ to ftand by 
what was Refolv'd on. To be conftant to 
a Friend, without Tiring, or Fondnefs. 
To be always fatisfied and chearful : To 
reach forward into the Future, and manage 
accordingly. Not to neglec& the leaft Con- 
cerns, but all withoutHurry,or beingEmbar- 
tafsd. Farther. By obferving his Methods 
and Adminiftration, I had the: opportuni- 
ty of Learning, how much it was the part 
of a Prince to check the Exceffes of Pane- 
gyrick, and Flattery. To have his Maga- 
zines and Exchequer well furnifh’d. To be 
_ Frugal in his Favours and Expences, with- 
out minding beingLampoon’d for his pains. 
Not to Worfhip the Gods tq Superftition 5 
| Not 
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Not to Court the Populace, either by Pro- 
digality, or Compliment’, but rather to be 
Referv'd, Vigilant, and well-pois’d upon 

vail Occafions, keeping things ina fteady ~ 


2°~" Decorum, without eat and changing 
8 


of Meafures.. To enjoy the Plenty and Mag- 
uificence of a Soveraign Fortune, without — 
Pride or Epicurifm; And yet if a-Cam- 
paigne or Country happen to prove crofs; 
not to be mortified at the lofs of them? 
And to behave himfelf fo, that no Man 
could charge him with Vanity, Flourith, 
and Pretendingnefs. with Buffooning, or 
being.a Pedant; No, He was a Perfon 
Modeft,Prudent,and well-weigh’d ; fcorn’d 
᾿ς Flattery, and Fooling, and was throughly 
qualified both to govern himfelf, and o- 
thers. In a word, he had nothing οὗ the 
Sophift in him: Andas for thofe that were 
Pbilofophers in earneft, he had a great Νὰ: 
lue for them, but without Reproaching 
thofe: who were otherwife.. To go‘on 
with him, He was Condefcenfive and 
familiar in Converfation ; and Pleafant 
too, but not. to Tirefomenefs and Ex- 
cefs. His Drefs.was neither Beauith, ‘nor 
Negligent. As for his Health » he was 
not Anxious about it, ike one fond of | 
Living, andyet managed his Conftitution © 
with that Care as {eldom to ftandin need of 
the. Affiftances of Phyfick.. Farther. He © 
: | ον never 
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never envy'd and Brow-beat thofe that 
were Eminent in any Faculty, or Science ; 


either Orators, Hiftorians, or Others *, but * This was 


on the contrary, encourag’d them in their Fenscor 
way : and promoted their Reputation. He Commen- 
obferv'd Decency and Cuftom in all his dion for 
Adtions, and yét did not {eem to mind Reion of 
them: He was'not Fickle and Fluttering in rien an 
his Humour, but conftant both to Place and sfc 
Undertaking. And I have feen him after any kind, 
violent Fits of the Head-ach, return frefh, ἜΡΟΝ 
τῶν we tip pi 
and vigorous to BufinefS. He kept but few salto the 
Things to himfelf, and thofe were Secrets Owner. 
of Government. He was very moderate ¢orissii 
and frugal in Publick Shews, Triumphal κι. 
Arches, Liberalities, and fuch like 5 being 
one that did not Ὁ much regard the Po- 
pularity as the Reafon of an Action: Twas 
none of his cnftom toBath at unufual Hours, 
or to be overrun with theFancy of Building, 
toftudy Eating and Luxury; to value the 
Curiofity of his Cloaths, or the Shape, and 
Perfon of hisServants.Indeed hisDrefs at his 
Country Palaces was very Ordinary and 
Plain, where he would fearcely fo much as 
put ona Cloak without making an excufe 
fort. To take him altogethér, There was 
nothing of Ruggednefs, Immodefty, or, 
Eagerne(s in his Temper. Neither did“he 


. ever feem to Drudg and Sweat at the Helm. 


Things were difpatch’d at leifure, and with- 
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- gut being felt, and yet the Adminiftration 


was carried on with great Order, Force, 
and Uniformity. Upon the wholes; part 


of Socrates's Character is applicableto him ; 


For he was fo much Matter of himfelf that 
he could: either Take or Leave thofe Con- 
veniences of Life with refpect to which, 
moft People are either uneafie without 
them, or intemperate with them. Now to 
hold on with) Fortitude in one Condition, 
and Sobriety in the other, is an argument 


of a great Soul, and an impregnable Vir- 


tue. And Jaftly, when. his Friend Maximus 
was Sick, he gave me an_inftance, how J 
ought to behave my felf upon the like’oc- 
cafion. ᾿ tit ons 
XVII. I.am to thank the Gods that my 
Grandfathers, Parents, Sifter, Preceptors, 
Relations, Friends, and Domefticks, were 
almoftall of them Perfons of Probity. And 
that I never happen’d to difoblige, or mif- 
behave my felf towards any of them ; not 
withftanding if my Humour had beenawa- 
ken’d, and puth’d forward, I had been like- 
ly enough.to. have mifcarried this way: 
But by. the, goodnefs of the Gods,-I met 
with no Provocations to difcover my In- 
firmities. "Tis likewife their Providence, — 
that my Childhood was no longer manag’d 
by my Grandfather’s * Miftrefs; that my — 
Youth was undedauch’d, and that Ibarrd — 
my 
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my Liberty for fome time in ftanding clear 

from Engagements with Women: That ἢ 
_ was obfervant of the Emperour my Father, 
and bred under him: who was the moft 
proper Perfon living to put me out of con- 
ceit with Pride, and to convince me, that 
Authority may Ὅς fupported without 
the Ceremony of Guards, without Rich- , 
nefs, and Diftincion of Habit, without 77!" 
Torches*, Statues, or fuch other Marks of or Fire, al- 
Royalty and State;-and that a Prince may “4s <r 


νυν" 


ried before “. 


fhrink himfelf almoft into the Figure of athen was 

private Gentleman; and yet act neverthe- a"Honour 

lefs, with all the Force and Majefty of his ape! 
Character when the Government ‘requires Emperors 
it, "Tis the favour of the Gods that I hap- Cie 
pend to meet witha* Brother, whofe Be- * Lucite 

haviour and Affection is fuch, as to con- “τ ye. 
tribute both to my Pleafure and Improve~ ted by the 
ment: “Tisalfo their Blefling that my Chil- Emperor 

dren were neither Heavy in their Heads, 7"""™ 

_ nor Mifhapen in their Limbs: That I made 

no farther Advances in Rhetorick, Poetry, 

and fuch other Amufements, which pofii- 

bly might have engaged my Fancy too far, 

had 1 found my felf a confiderable Profi- 

cient: That without asking, I gave my Go- 

vernours that fhare of Honotir, and that 

fort of Bufinefs, which they feem’d to de- 

} fire; and did not put. them off from time 

| to time with Promifes and Excufe. That 
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I had the Happinefs of being acquainted 
with thofe celebrated Philofophers, Apol- 
lonius, Rufticws,and Maximus: For having 
a clear Idea of the Rules of Practice, and 
the true way of Living; and the Impreffis 
on frequently refrefh’d ; fo that confider- 
ing the extraordinary Affiftances and Di- 
rections of theGods, ’tis impofiible for me 
to mifS the Road of Nature and right Rea- 
fon, unlefs by refufing to be guided by the 
Dictates, and almoft fenfible Infptrations 
of Heaven. “Tis the Favour of thefe fupe- 
rior Beings, that my Conftitution has held 
out fo well, under a Life of Fatigue and 
Bufinefs : That I never had any infamous 
Correfpondence with Beneditta or Theodo+ 
*Theone tas *; And that after fome Amours, and © 
ae ee intemperate Sallies, I took up, and reco= 
move. Ver d: That when 1 fell out with Ruftiews, — 
Wenchand as it frequently happen'd, I was not tran — 
me cther ported into any Act of Violence » That I 
Catamite, had the fatisfaction of my Mother's Life | 
and Company a confiderable while, tho | 
fhe was very near dyitig when fhe was 
Young. To give more Inftances of their 
Bounty ; “Tisthey that kept me from ftand-. 
ing in need of any Man’s Fortune : And: 
that when I was willing to Relieve the 
Neceflities of Others, I was never told } 
that the Exchequer, or Privy Purfe, were 
out of Cafh. And farther, “tis from ran 
that 
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that my Wife is fo very obfequious, and ae 
affectionate, and fo remote from the Fan- po Τὰ 
_ ey of Figure and Expence: That I had 
choice of good Gowernours for my Chil- 
dren: That Remedies were prefcrib’d me 
in a Dream, again{t Giddinefs, and Spitting 
of Blood; AsIretnember,it happen’dboth 
at Cajeta, and * Chryfa: That when I hada * A Town 
mind to look into Philofophy, I met nei- 57°“ 
ther with a Pedant, noraKnave to inftru@ 
me: That I did not {pend too much time in wy i 
᾿ Voluminous Reading, Chopping Logick,or 
Natural Philofophy : Nowrallthefe Points 
could never have been Compafs’d, and 
Guarded, withouta Protection fromabove, 
and. the Gods prefiding over Fate and 
Fortune. | 
This was written in the Country of the *Qua-* tn High ὦ 
di, i my Expedition: again{t them. \G7any- 


ag * 


BOOK I. 


ΓΒ Emember to put your felf in mind 

every Morning, That before Night 
‘twill be your Luck to meet with fome In- 
quifitive Impertirfent, with forme ungrate- 
ful, and abufive Fellows with fome Kna- 
| vith, Envious, or unfociable Chur! or other. 
| Now all this perverfenefs in them proceeds 
| from their Ignorance of Good and Evil? 
i | And 


ae 


Marcus Anroninus’s 
And fince its fallen to my fhare to under> 
ftand the Natural Beauty of a good Action; 
and the Deformity of an ill Ones fince E 
am fatisfied the Perfon difobliging is of Kin 
to me, and tho we are not juft of thefame 
Flefh and Blood, yet our Minds are nearly | 
related, being both extracted from the Dei- 
ty; fince I am likewife convinced that no 
Man can dome a real injury, becaufe no 
Man can force me to misbehave my felf 5 
For thefe Reafons, I can’t find inmy Heart 
to Hate, or to be Angry with one of my 
own Nature and Family. For we are all 
made for mutual Affiftanae, no lefs than 
the Parts of the Body are for the Service 
of the whole; From whenceit follows that 
Clafhing and Oppofition is perfectly Un- 
natural: Now fuch an unfriendly Difpofi- 
tion. is imply’d in Refentment and Aver- 

fion. 
If. This Being of mine, all that’s on’, 
confifts of Body, Breath, and that Part 
which governs : Now would you examine 
your whole Compofition ? Pray then let — 
your Library alone, what need you puzzle 
your Thoughts, and over-grafp your felf? 
To come tothe Enquiry? Asfor your Car _ 
cafs, value it no more than if you were — 
jutt expiring, and taking Leave on’t. For | 
what is it in comparifon ? nothing but a 
little paltry Blood and Bones; a piece of 
| Net> _ 


_ on, aad what it lofes one way, it gets an- 


| Network, wrought up witha Company of 


Nerves, Veins, and Arteries twifted toge- 
ther. In the next place you ate to exa- 
mine what fort of Thing your Breath is : 
why only a little. Air fuck’d into. your 
Lungs, and pump’d out again. . The third 
part of your Compofition is your Mind; 
which was made for Government and A= 
thority: Now here make a Stand ; confi- 
der you are an Old Man: Don’t fuffer this 
Noble Part of you under Servitude any 
longer: Let it not beoverborn with Selfith 
Paffionss; Let it» not quarrel Fate, be 
unealy atthe Prefet, or afraid of the Fy- 
cure. | 

_ UL. Providence fhines clearly through 


the Adminiftration of the World: Even. 


Chance: it' felf is not without Steadinefs 


and Nature at the bottom ; being only an 


Effect of that Chain of Caufes which are 


under a providential Regulation > Indeed 


all Things flow from this Fountain - Be- 
fides, There is Neceffity, and General Con- 
venience that Matters fhould lie as they do; 
and to fpeak out, the Intereft of the whole 
World,of which you area part,is concern’d 


-in’t.. Nowthat which is both the Produc, 


and Support of Univerfal Nature, muft by 
confequence be ferviceabletoevery Part of 
it: But the World Subfifts upon Alterati- 
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other ; For Generation, and Corruption, aré — 
no more than Terms of Reference, and 
Refpe&. Let thefe Reflections Satisfy you, 
and make them your Rule to Live by: As 
a for Books,never be over-eager about them: 
| Such a fondnefs for Reading will be apt to 
perplex your Mind, and make you Die Un- 
pleas'd: Be fure therefore to Refign wil- 
Mer lingly, and go off m Good Humour, and 
vcs... heartily thank the Gods for what you 

ay have had. 

; IV. Remember how often you have 
‘« poftpon’d the minding your Intereft, and 
ΠΙΡ᾿ ἃ thofe Opportunities the Gods have 
given you. “Tis now high time to confi- 
der what fort of World you are part of, 
EP and from what kind of Governour of it 
Gey you are Defcended : ‘That you have a fet 
» « © * Period affign’d you to A& in. And unlefs 
you improve it to Brighten and Compofe 
your Thoughts, ’twill quickly run off with 
you, and be loft beyond Recovery.> . 
V. Take care always to purfue the Bu- 
finefs in Hand with Vigour and Applicati- 
on; Remember your felf a Man and aRo- 
man; And let the AGion be done with 
all the Dignity and Advantage of Circum- 
{ftance: Let unaffected Gravity, Humani- τὺ 
ty, Freedom, and Juftice fhine through it. 
And be fure you entertain no Fancys, 
which may give check to thefe qe bie) 
ι | ‘xe This | 
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This Task is very practicable if you will vs 


but firppofe every thing you are upon your 
Laft; If your Appetites and Paffions don’t 
crofs upon your Reafon; If you ftand 
clear of Rafhnefs, and don’t complain of 
your Deftiny, and have nothing of Infin- 
eerity, and Self-Love to infect you. You 
fee what afew Points 2 Man has to gain 
in order to 2 Happy, and Godlike Way of 
Living: For he that comes thus far, per- 
forms all which the Immortal Powers re- 
quire of him. 

VI. In earneft at this rate of Manage- 


ment thou ufeft thy felf very coarfly ; * τ sees. 


neither haft thou much time left to do XV! 


tight tothy Honour. For Life hurrys off 
apace : Thine is almoft up already ; And 
yet inftead of paying a due Regard to thy 
own Reafon, thou haft placed thy Hap- 
pinefs in the Fancies of other Men. 

VIE. Don’t let Accidents difturb, or 
outward Objects engrofs your Thoughts, 
but keep your Mind quiet and unengaged, 
that you may be at Leifure to learn fome- 
what that’s Good; and don’t ramble from 
one Thing to another. There is likewife 
another dangerous fort of Roving to be 
avoided: For fome People are Bufy and 
yet do Nothing ; They Fatigue and Wear 
themfelves ont, and yet drive at no Point, 
nor propofe any general End of Action, or 
Defign. C 2 VII. A 
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VIII. A Mancan rarely mifcarry by be- 


ing Ignorant of anothers Thoughts, but 


he that does not attend to his own, is cer- 
tainly Unhappy. .;, 

IX. The Reflections following ought al- 
ways to be at Hand: To confider well the 
Nature of the Univerfe and my own; 
together with the Communication and Re- 
ference betwixt them; And in what degree 
of Proportion and Quality, I ftand with re- 
{pect tothe whole: And that noMortal can 
hinder me from Acting, and Speaking fuit- 
ably to the Condition of my Being. 

X. Theophrafiws in comparing the De- 
grees of Faults, (as we commonly {peak,*) 


«This is talks like a Philofopher, where he af- 


{aid be- 


caufe the 
Sioicks e 


firms that thofe Inftances of Misbehaviour 


_which proceed from Defrre, are greater 


fteem’d all than thofe of which Ager was the occa- 
Sinsequal. {ion, For a Man that is Angry feems to 


quit his Hold unwillingly, to be teaz’d out 
of his Reafon, and ftart out’ of Rule be- 
fore he is aware. But he that runs Ri- 
ot out of Appetite and Pleafure is fway'd 
by a Libertine Principle, and appears a 
more f{candalous Offender. The Philofo- 
pher therefore was certainly right in pro- 
nouncing upon the Difference of the Cafe. 
For the firft looks like an injured Perfon, 
and is vext, and as it were forced into a 
Paffion, whereas the other begins with In- 

| clination, 


πο 
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clination, and commits the Fault with a 
Gutft. 

XI. Manage all your Actions and 
Thoughts in fuch a Manner as if you were 
juftjgoing to ftepintothe Grave; And what 
great matter is the Bufinefs of Dying ; if 
the Gods are in being you can fuffer no- 
thing, for they’ll do you no Harm: And 
if they are not, or take no Care of us 
Mortals; why then I muft tell you, that a 
World without eitherGods, or Providence, 

15 not worth a Mans while to live in. But 

there’s no need of this Suppofition ; The 

Being of the Gods, and their Concern in 
Human Affairs is beyond Difpute: And as 

an Inftance of this, They have put it in 

his Power not to fall into any Calamit 
properly fo called. * And if other Misfor- *TheEm- 
tunes ( as we count them, ) had been re- nea 


ally Evils, they would have provided a- πὸ Man is 


under a 


gainft them too, and furnifh’d them with Neceriry 
Capacity to avoid them. And here fof com- 
would gladly know how that which can’t *"gin 
make the Man worfe, fhould make his Life agion, ~~ 
fo? To {peak clearly, I can never be per- 
{waded that the Fir/t Canfe can be charg’d 
with the want of Power, Skill, or Inch- 
nation, to take Care of thefe Matters. Or 
that Nature fhould commit fuch an Error 
as to fuffer things really Good, and Evil, 
to happen promifcuoufly to Good, and 
| C 2 Bad 


"Bad Men. Now Living, and Dying, Ho- 


nour and Infamy, Pleafure and Pain; 
Riches and Poverty, all thefe Things are 
the common Allotment of the Virtuous, 
and Diforderly ; why fo Ὁ Becaufe they 
have nothing of Intrinfick Creditablenefs, 
or Scandal in their Nature; And therefore 
ῷ properly, are neither Good, nor 
ad. 


ΧΙ. A Mans Reafon will eafily convince 
him how quickly all Corporeal Things 
Moulder off, and vanifh both in Appear- 
ance, and Memory; And are neither fo 
much as feen, or talk’d of. The fame Fa- 
culty will inform him of the Quality and 
Size of the Objects of Senfe, particularly 
thofe which Charm us with Pleafure, 
frighten us with Pain, or are moft δά πηγή 
upon the Score of Reputation... A little 
thinking will fhow a Man how infignifi- 
cant, defpicable, and paultry thefe Things 
are, and how foon they wither and go off: 
‘Twill fhow one what fort of Bulk thofe 
People are off, upon whofe Fancy and 
Good Word, the Being of Fame depends, 
Thus a Man may examine the Point of 
Dying, which if once abftraéted from the 
Pomp and Terror of the Idea, *twill be 
found nothing more than a pure Natural 
Action. | Now he that dreads the Courfe 


. Of Nature is a Child. Befides there's ge- 


-neral 
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~~ neral Advantage in the Cafe. * Laftly, we "526 5.11. 
_  fhould confider how nigh we are Related 4 
‘to the Deity, and in what part of our Be- 
ο΄ Ing,and what becomes of that Honourable ει 


- fide, when the Compofition is broken. 
XIII. Nothing can be more unhappy 
than the Curiofity of that Man that Ranges 
every where, and digs into the Earth for 
Difcovery; That is wonderfully bufy to 
force a Paflage into other Peoples 
Thoughts, and dive into their Bofom; 
But does not confider that his own Mind 
is large enough for Enquiry, and Enter- 
tainment. And that the Care and Improve- 
ment of himfelf will afford him fufficient 
Bufinefs. . And how is all this to be done? 
Why by being neither Paffionate nor Heed- 
lefs, nor yet difpleas'd upon any account 
either with the Gods or Men. For as for 
the Gods their Adminiftration ought to be 
Revered upon the Score of Excellency, and 
Station. And as for Men, their Actions 
fhould be well taken for the fake of Com- 
~monKindred. Befides, They are often to 
be pitied for theirIgnorance of Good and 
Evil: Which Incapacity of Difcerning be- 
tween Moral Qualities, is a greater Mif-. 
fortune than that of a Blind Man, who 
can’t diftinguifh between White and Black. 
XIV. Suppofe you were to Live Three 
Thoufand, or if you pleafe, three enters sige 
} ro 2 Oper ee eh 
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of Years, yet you are to remember that no 
Man can Jofe any other Life than that 
which he lives by, neither is he poflefs’d 
of any other than that which he Lofes. 
From whence it follows, that the longeft 
Life,as we commonly {peak, and the fhort- 
eft,come all to the fame Reckoning. The 
Proof lies thus: The Prefext is of the fame 
Duration every where, and of the fame 
Extent to all People; Every Bodies Lofs 
therefore is of the fame Bignefs, and reach- 
es no farther than to a Pozwt of Time. For 
to {peak {triétly, No Man is capable of lo- 
fing either the Paff, or the Future 5 For 
how can any one be deprived of what he 
has not. Sothat under this Confideration 
there are two Notions worth the laying up; 
One is, that a little while is enough to 
view the World in; for things are Re- 
peated, and come over again apace: Na- 
ture Treads in a Circle, and has much the 
fame Face through the whole Courfe of 
Eternity. And therefore it fignifies not 
a Farthing, whether a Man ftands gazing 
here an Hundred, or a Hundred Thoufand 
Years; for all that he gets by it is only 
to fee the fame Sights fo much the often- 
er. The other Hint is, that when thelong- 
eft, and fhorteft Lived Perfons come to 
die, their LofS is equal: For as I obferve 
: the Prefexé is their AU, and they can Suf- 
a fer no Farther, 2 XV. 
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XV. Moninus the Cynick Philofophet 


ufed to fay that all Things were but meer 


Fancy and Opinion; pretending there was 


~ no infallible Rule for the Teft of Truth 


and Certainty. Now this rallying Ex- 
preffion may undoubtfully prove fervice- 
able, provided one does not turn Sceptick, 
and carry it too far. 

XVI. There are feveral Ways of Beha- 
viour by which a Man may fink his Qua- 
lity, ufe his Perfon very fcurvily, and ’tis 
poffible without being aware on’t. And 
this in the Firft place is more remarkably 
done by murmuring at any thing which 
Happens. By doing thusyHe makes Him- 
felf a fort of anExcrefcence of the World, 
breaks off from the Conftitution of Nature, 
and in{tead of a Limb becomes an Ulcer. 
Again, He falls under the fame Misfortune 
who hates any Perfon, or Crofies upon 
him; with anintention of Mifchief, which 
is the cafe of the Angry and Revengeful. 


_ Thirdly, A Man Leffens and Affronts him- 


felf when he is overcome by Pleafure, or 
Pain: Fourthly, When he makes ufe of 
Art, Tricking, and Falfhood, in Word, 
or Action. Fifthly, When he does not 


-: ἑ 


know what he would be at in a BufinefS, ~ 


but runs on without Thought or Defign ; 


of 


| whereas even the leaft Undertaking ought | 
to be aim'd at fome End: Now the End 
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Marcus Anroninus’s | 
of Rational Beings is to be Govern'd by. 
the Laws of Nature, and the Intereft of — 
the Univerfe; Forthefetwo, are both the — 
oldeft, and the beft Rules, we can go by. — 

XVII. The Extent of Human Life is 
but aPoint; Metter is in a perpetual Flux: 
The Faculties of Senge, and Perception, 
are Weak, and Unpenetrating : The Bo- 
dy flenderly put together, and but a Re- 
move from Putrefaction: The Soul a ram- 
bling fort of a Thing. Fortune and Fu- 
turity, are not to be guefs'dat; And Fame 
does not always ἀπά upon Defert, and | 
Judgment. Ina Word; That which be- 
longs to the Body ftreams off like a River: 
And what the Soul has is but Dream and 
Bubble: Life, to take it rightly, is no o- 
ther than a Campaign, or Courfe of Tra- 

.  yels; and Pofthumous Fame has~ little 
*See Book More in’t than Silence, and Obfcurity. * 
3.Se&t.10. What is it then that will ftick by, aMan ~ 
ao + and prove,fignificant? Why, Nothing but 

Wifdom, and Philofophy. Now the Func- — 
tions of this Quality confift in keeping the 

Mind from Injury and Difgrace ; {uperior 

to Pleafure and Pain, free from Starts and 

Rambling, without any Varnifh of Dif- — 

fembling, and Knavery, and as to Happi- — 

nefs, Independent of the Motions of an- — 
other. Farther, Philofophy brings the 

Mind to take things as they fall, and ac- 
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 quiefce in the Diftibutions of Providence , 
In as much as all Events proceed from the 


= 
—.. 


fame Caufe with it felf; and above all to 


have an eafy Profpe& of Death, as being 


, nothing more than diflolvying the Compo- 


fition, and taking the Elements to Pieces. 


Now if the Elements themfelves are ne- 


ver the worfe for running off into one an- 
other ; What if they fhould all Unclafp, 
and change their Figure? Why fhould 
any Man be concern’d at the Confequence? 
All this is but Nature’s Method; now Na- 
ture never does any Mifchief. 

Written at Carnuntum * 4 Town of Pan- 

nonia, er Hungary. 
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3 E ought not only to remember, that 

, Life is perpetually wearing off, and 
in a Litteral Confumption; but alfo to 
confider that ifa Mans Line fhould happen 
to be longer than ordinary, yet ’tis uncer- 


tain whether his Mind will keep pace with 


his Years, and afford him Senfe enough 
for BufinefS, and Speculation, and to look 
into the Nature, Reafons, and References, 
of Things both Humane, and Divine. For 


if the Underftanding falls off, and the 


Man begins to Dote; what deeshe fignify? 


»δὴὲ or Fis 


~~ 
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*Tis true the meer Animal Life may go on, 


he may Breath and Nourifli, and be fur- — 


nifhed with Perception and Appetite; But 
iy ato make any proper ufe of himfelf, to 


it he, work his Notions to any Clearnefs and 


ce Confiftency ; to ftate Duty and Citcum- 
a ae dtance, and Practite to Decency and Ex- 
Ae actnefs ; to know whether it is time for 
/ *The Sto. him to walk out of the World or not, * 

dies _ As to all thefe noble Functions of Reafon, 

Murder, and Judgment, the Man is perfectly dead 
es already. It concerns us therefore to pufh 
Sia forward, and make the moft of our mat- 
ters, for Death is continually advancing ; 
and befides that, our Underftanding fome- 
time dies before us, and then the true Pur- 
pois and Significancy of Life are at an 
End. : 

If. ΤΙΝ worth ones while to obferve that 
the leaft defign’d and almoft unbefpoken 
Effects of Nature, are not without their 
Beauty: Thus, to ufe a Similitude, there 
are Cracks, and little Breaks on the Sur- 
face of a Loaf, which tho’ never intended 
by the Baker, have a fort of Agreeablenefs 
in them; which invitethe Appetite. Thus 


Figs when they are moft ripe, open and 


gape: And Olives when they fall of them- | 


fe felves and are near decaying, are partt- 
righ cularly pretty to look at: To goon; The 
με bending of an Ear of Corn, the Brow of | 
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_ aLion, the Foam ofa Boar, and many o- 
ther Things, if you take them fingly, are 
far enough from being handfome, but 
when they are look’d on as parts of 
fomewhat elfe, and confider’d with Refe- : ae 
- rence,and Connexion; are both Ornamen- | 
tal, and Affecting. Thus, if a Man has 
but Inclination and Thought enough to 
examine the Produé of the Univerfe; he'll 
find the moft unpromifing Appearances not 
unaccountable; and that the more remote 
Appendages have fomewhat to Recom- 
mend thew. One thus prepared will per- 
ceive the Beauty of Life, aswell as that of 
Imitation ; and be no lefs pleafed to fee 
a Tyger Grin in the Tower, than in a Paixz- 
tersShop. Such aonewill find fomething 
- agreeable in the Decays of Age, as well as 
— inthe Bloflom of Youth: I grant many 
_ of thefe Things won't Charm us at the 
firft Bluhh: To Pronounce rightly, a Man 
muft be well affected in the Cafe, and 
_ throughly acquainted with the Methods 
and Harmony of Nature. 
Ill. Hippocrates who cured fo many 
Difeafes, was not ableto Recover himfelf: ΩΝ 
The Chaldeans who foretold other Peoples 7 
- Death, at laft met with their own. Alex- | 
ander, Pompey, and Fulius Cefar, who had 
_ deftroyed fo many Towns, and Cut-off fo 
fo many Thoufands in the ἀκ λον 
ore 
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᾿ forc’d at laftto March off themfelves: Hes — 
raclitus who argued fo much about the — 
Worlds being fet on Fire, perifh’d himfelf — 

by a Counter-Element, and was Drown’d — 

in a Dropfy. Democritus was eaten up 


“a nis With * Lice, and Socrates was difpateh- 


fory €d by another fort of Vermin. # And 
al what are thefe Inftances for ? Why, to 
rus, the fhew what we muft all come to. Look yous 
Empexwr You are got Abroad, you have made your 
fingular, Woyageand your Port; Debark then with- 
t Ths In- Outany moreado 5 if you happen toLand — 
Arytusana Upon another World, there will be Gods — 
Melitu. enough to take care of you: But if it be 
your Fortune to drop into nothing 5 why 
then your Virtue will be no more folicited 
. with Pleafure and Pain; then you'll have | 
done drudging for your CarcafS: whereas 

as Matters go now, the beft Moyety of 
you has fometimes the worft Office: For — 
if fF miftake not, the one is all Soul, and 
Spirit, whereas the other, is but Dirt, and 
Putrefaction. | x 
‘ye AV. For the Fature, don’t fpend your 
Thoughts upon other People, unlefs you 
are put upon it by Common Intereft. For 
the prying into foreign Bufinefs, that is 
miufing upon the Talk, Fancies, and Con- 
trivances of another, and gueffing at the 
what, and why, of his Actions; All this 
does but make a Man forget noni and 
am 
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_ Ramble from his own Reafon. He ought ~ 
_ therefore not to work his Mind to no pur- 
pofe, nor throw a fuperfluous Link into 
the Chain of Thought ; And more efpeci- 
ally, to ftand clear of Curiofity, and Ma- 
lice, in his Enquiry. And to come Home, ἢ 
and make all fure; Let it be your way to 
think upon nothing, but what you could 
freely Difcover, if the Queftion was put to 
you : So that if your Soul was thus laid 
open, there would nothing appear, but 
what wasSincere, Good-natur’d, and pub- 
lick Spirited ; not fo much as one Liber- 
tine, or Luxurious Fancy, nothing of Li- 
tigioufnefs, Envy, or unreafonable Sufpi- 
cion, or any thing elfe, which would nor 
bear the Light, without Blufhing. A Man 
thus qualified, may be allowed the firft 
Rank among Mortals; he is 2 fort of Prieft, 
and Minifter of the Gods, and makes a 
right ufe of the Deity within lim ; * By * So the 
the Affiftance of which he is prefery’d πη- E™Perour 


Σ ν : . calls the Ὁ 
infected with Pleafure,invulnerable againft Soul or 


bove the Malice of Ill People. Thus he ΡΝ 
Wraftles for the nobleft Prize,-f {ands firm tAo Allu- 
on the moft flippery Ground, and’ keeps pio-:fone 
his Feet againft all his Paffions; To goon & Wnt. 
with him, “his Honefty is right Sterling, '8' the 
| and touches as wellasit looks; he always 
_ refigns to Providence, and meets his Fate 

f | with 
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_ Pains out of the reach of Injury, and a- Revfosing π΄ 
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' with Pleafure : He never minds other Peo- 


* The 
Mind, or 


Powers of 


Reafon. 


ee Oe ee ed ee ee 
΄ 


Marcus ΑΝΤΟΝιΝ 98 "i ἐπ 
ples Thoughts, or Actions, unlefs Publick 
Reafon and General Good require it. Nos 
He confines himfelf to his own Bufinefs, 
and contemplates upon his Poft, and Sta- 
tion; And endeavours to do the ΕἸΜΙ as it 
fhould be, and believe well of the Latter : 
I fay of the Latter ; for Fate is both ine- 
yitable, andconvenient. He confiders that 


all Rational Beings are of Kin; and-that 


General Kindnefs and Concern for the 


whole World, is no more than a piece of 


Humanity. .That every ones Good Opi- 
nion is not worth the gaining ; but, only, 
of thofe who live up to the Dignity, of 
their Nature... As for others, he knows 
their way of Living,, and their Company 9 
their Publick, and their Private Diforderss: 
And, why indeed fhould he value the Com- 
mendation of fuchPeople, who are fo Vi- 
tious and Fantaftical, as not to be able to 
pleafe themfelves ? a 
V. Be not Haled, Selfith, Unadvifed, or 
Paffionate in any Thing you do; Don’t 
affect Quaintnefs, and Points of Wit: nei- 
ther Talk, nor Meddle more than is necef- — 
fary. Take care that your Tutelar Genius 
* has acreditable Charge to prefide overs © 
That you appear.in the Character of your — 
Sex, and Age; Act like a Roman Empe- — 
rour, that loves his Country : and.be al-, 
Ways — 


πο 
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ways in a readinefs to quit the Field, ἢ δὲ +7. pie, 
the firk founding of the Retreat. In the 
mean time manage your Credit fo, that 
_-you need neither Swear your felf, nor 
Ἵ want a Voucher. Let your Air be chear- 
ful; depend. not upon Foreign Supports, 
nor beg your Happinefs of another. And 
in a. word, never throw away your Legs, 
to ftand upon Crutches. ra 
ΜΙ. If in the whole compafs of Humane 
Life,you find any thing preferable to Juftice 
and Truth, to Temperance, and Fortitude ; 
Toa Mind Self-fatisfied with its own Ratio- 
nal Conduét,and entirely refign’d to Fate :If 
I fay you know any Thing better than this, 
never balk your Fancy, count it your Su- 
pream Happinefs, and make the moft on’t 
you can. But if there is nothing more 
valuable than that! the Gewivs and Spirit 
within you * fhould be Abfolute in its Reeds +pp cout 
fon, Matter of its Appetites, enquire nice- |, rs 
ly into the Quality of anObject, If there’s 
nothing more to be wifh’d than that with 
Socrates, it fhould {απ off from the Im- 
preffions of Sences fubmit to the Govern- 
ment of the Gods, and be helpful, and be- 
nevolent to Mankind; If all things are Tri- 
fles with re{pect to this, don’t divide your 
Inclinations, mifplace your Thoughts, and 
_ weaken your Satisfattion, by any Foreign 
} Purfuits; Rational Choice, and Benevolent 
oe f ΡΥ . De- 


Wy 
η. 


es 


Fancy, you'r gone: TFhefé new Favourites 
will Govern your Motions; and Ride-you 
at Difcretion. Let your Choice therefore 
run-all one way, and be bold, and’.refo- 
lute for that which is Bef. Now Ufe and 
Significancy, isthe proper Teft of this Qua- 


lity : So that the Queftion will be’whe- 


ther a Thing is ferviceable to your Ratio- 


nalCapacity; If fo, dlofé with the Offer; 


But if ‘tis no more that’ a fenfual Advan- 
tage, hold your Hand’; And that you may 
Diftinguith rightly, keep your Judgment 
Unbyafs'ds and don’t let it {tick inthe 
outfide of Matters. ὁ 8 ΠΟΥ͂ 
VII. Don’t be fond’ of any Thing, of 
think that for your Intereft, which makes 
you bréak your Word}: quit yout Modefty, 
be of 2 Diflembliite; Sufpicious, σὲ Οἷς: 
ragious Humour ; ‘which puts you upon 
Hating any Perfor, ‘and enclines. you to 
any Practice, which wont bear the Light, 
and look 'the World inthe Face.’ For' he 
that values the Virtu¢of his Mind, andthe 
Dignity of his Reafoa, before all’ other 
Things, ifeafy, and well fortified, aiid has 
nothing for a Tragedy to workidn 3 He 
laments under ‘no. Misfortine, and! wants . 
oh tae bi itor pres 


ΓΙ ΤΊ 


Μὲν 
neither Solitude nor Company 5 And which 
ig ΠῚ more, he neither flies Death, nor 
purfues it; but is perfectly itidifferenc 
about the Length, and Shoftriefs of his 


rrations, Uc. 


Life. And if he was to expire this'Mo- | 


ment, the want of Warning would not 
fixrprife him; He'd né’er ftrugele for more 


time, But go off with Deceney’ atid Ho- 


tiour. Indeed, he is folicitous about No- 
thing but his own Conduct, and'for' fear 
he fhould fail in the Functions of Reafon, 
Prudence, and Generofity. ΦΟΡΆ Δ 
VITIk If you examine a Man that has 
been well Difciplined by Philofophy; you'l 
find nothing that’s Unfourid, Foul,;orFalfe 
in him: Nothing that’s Servile, Foppifky, or 
Fond; No felfifh, no obnoxious, and-ab- 
feonding Practices > To give hitn' his due, 
his Bufinefs is always'done’s His Life may 
be fhort, but néver imperfe&: So that mo 
Body can fay he goes off the Stage before 
the Play is quite Acted. 
- YX. Fhe Happinefs of your Life de- 


“pends upon the Quality of your Thousglits, 
therefore guard’ accordingly: And take 


eare that you entertain'no Notions unfuit 
‘able to Virtue apd’ reafonable Nature’; 
‘Now in order to'this, you muft be wary 


π᾿ yout Affent; Obedient to the Gods, 


and Benevolent to Mankind. i 
Χ, As for other fpeculations, throw 
D 2 them 
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them 4}} out of your Head, exceptingthofe _ 

few Precepts above mentiond; Remem- 

bring withall, that every Mans Life lies 

all within the Prefewt 5 For the Paft is 

{pent,; and done with, and the Future is 

uncertain: Now the Prefent if {tridly ex- 

amin’d, is but a point of Time. Wellthen! 

Life moves in a very narrow Compafs ; 

yes, and Men live in.a poor Corner of the 

᾿ World too: ἀπά the moft lafting Fame 
wun will ftretch but to a forry Extent. The 
Paffage on’t is uneven and craggy, and 

therefore it can’t run far. The frequent 

Breaks of Succeffion,drop it in the Con- 

hy veyance : For alas! poor tranfitory Mor- 

oy tals, know little either of themfelves, or of 
thofe who were long before them. 

XI. To the foregoing Hints you may 

add this which follows. And that is, to 

furvey and define every Object andThought 
extraordinary ; and that with fuch Penetra- 

tion, as to diffect it throughout, pull off its 

Mask and Fucus, and view it in its naked Ef- 

fence: To call the Whole, and the Parts by 

their true Names; and be truly informed of 

their Force and Nature, both Single, and in 
Compofition. For nothing is fo likely to 

raife the Mind toa pitch of Greatnefs, as to — 

bring Accidents, Perfons, andPretenfions to 

atrue Teft. For inftance, Tobe ready to — 

tell ones felf, to what fort of. purpofe this — 

thing © 


ara ἘΌΝ δὶ ee aay bee ‘oe 8 rey A — fs ρὸν ΡΨ ΡΥ wa. y 
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thing ferves, and what fort of World ‘tis 
which makes ufe on’t ὃ what proportion 
of value it bears to the Uxiverfe, and what 
to Men in particular 5 to Men I fay, who 
are Citizens of that great * Capital, in re- ᾿ The; 
{pe& of which all other Towns, are no nee 
more than fingle Families. To return: 
My Bufinefs is to examine nicely into the 
prefent Object; to know what ‘tis made 
on, and how long twilllaft; what Virtue 
it requires of me, and gives occafion to, 
whether Fortitude, or Truth, Good Na- 
ture, or Good Faith, Simplicity, Frugali- 
ty, and fo forth s upon every Impreffion 
and Accident, a Man fhould be ready to 
pronounce, This was fent me by Heaven, 


This is a Confequence of Deftiny ; This “πη ** 


comes from Chance, over-ruled by Provi- 

dence. And this other was done by one of 

the fame Clan, + Family, and Corporati-; See Book 
on with my felf; “Tis true, I don’t like the 2. Se 1 
Ufage, but the Man was a Stranger to the 
Relation he ftood in ; and knew no Bet- 

ter; But I am under none of this Miftake, 

and therefore I will be Juft,and Friendly to 

him, and treat him by the Laws of Common 4 +1. So. 
Society; for why fhould any Man forfeit icksreck- 


for hisignorance, and lofe a Natural Right.7¢ all ~~ 


things in- 


However, as to Things Indifferent, || I {hall disterent, 
take care to look into them too, and rate excepting 


‘ , 4 Hone 
them according et their refpective Value. navirne 


͵ 


ξ΄ 


Xx. If you will be govern’d by Rea- Ἵ 


fon, and manage what lies before you 
with Induftry, Vigour, and Temper; ifyou 


won't run out after New Game, but keep 


ω . your Mind Stanch, and well Difciplined, 
' © as if this trial of Behaviour was your Laft: 


And then, if you will but ftick to your 
Meafures, and be True to the Beft of your 
Self; and keep your Fears and Defires 
from going farther: If living up to your 
Nature, minding an opportunity ,and ftand- 
ing boldly by the Truth : If thefe Things 
I fay will fatisfie you, you may be a Happy 
Man; now if you are but willing, the World 
can't hinder you from doing all this. 
XIII. As your Surgeons have their In- 
ftruments ready for fudden Occafions, fo 
be you always furnifh’d with Rules and 
Principles, to let you into the Knowledge 
and Extent of Things Humane and Divines 
for thefe Two have their Reference and 
Connexion with each Other. The confe- 
quence is, that your whole Praétice ought 
to Turn upon this fuppofition: For with- 
out looking into the Nature and Admini- 
tration of the Gods, you'l fail in your 
Behaviour towards Men ; and thus the 
Reafoning holds backward, to the other 
fide of the Argument. | 
XIV. Don’t go too far in your Books, 
and overgrafp your {elf. Alas! you have 
7 : i 5 tara flQ, 
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no time left to perufe your * Diary, to read * p-4.;., 


Ou 


over the Greek and Roman Hiftory, or fo 
much as your own Common-Place-book ς a. 
which you Collected to ferve you when ἡ 
you were Old: Come, don’t flatter and . 
deceive your {ΕἸ Look to the main 
Chance, to the end and defign of Read- 
ing, and mind Life more than Notion: 
I (αν, if you have a kindnefs for your Per- 
fon, drive at the prattice, and help your 
felf, for that is in your own power. 
XV. Many People don’t know the true 
Compafs and Extent of Language: For 
in{tance, They an’t aware in how many 
Senfes the words to Steal, to Buy, to Sow,to 
beat Quiet, may be taken ; nor how much 
meaning the Duties of Life carry in them. 
Thefe Actions aré commonly either {trait- 
ned in the Notion, or mifapplied in the 
End. To fay no more on't, He that would 
view this Matter rightly, muft Think a lit- 
tle, and look inward, 
XVI. There are three things which be- 
long to a Man, the Body, the Soul, and |, 
the Mind : And as to the Properties of tThefa- 
the Divifion, Senfation belongs to the Bo- Pr 
dy, Appetite to the Soul, and Reafon to dittindion 
the Mind. To have the Senfes’ affected, ae : 
and be ftamp’d with the Impreffion of an ana qe” 
_ Objekt, is common to Brutes and Cattle : Mind, or 
To be hurried and convuls'd with Paffion, °° 
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πρὸ is the Quality of Beafts of Prey, and Men 


‘The Greet Of Pleafure, of Libertines and * Tyrants; 
Sg jae 
Phalar 


of Atheifts and Traytors, and of thofe 


and Nev, Who don’t care what they’ do when no 


body fees them ; and fince théfe Qualities 
are both Coarfe and Common, lets find 
out the Mark of a Man of Probity : His 
diftinétion then lies, in keeping Reafon at 
the Head of Practice, and being Eafy in 
his Condition. To live in a Crowd of 
Objects, without fuffering either in his 
Senfe, his Virtue, or his Quiet. To have 
a good underftanding at Home, and be go- 
vern'd by that Divine Principle withiz 
him: To be all Truth in his Words, and 
Juftice in his Actions: And if the whole 
World fhould disbelieve his Integrity, dif- 
pute his Character, and queftion his Hap- 
pinefs, he'd neither take it ill in the Jeaft, 

nor alter his meafuress but purfue the Ends 
of Living, with all the Honetty, Eafe, and 
Refignation imaginable. 


BOOK IV. 


1. Hen the Mind Ads up to Nature, 
and isrightly Difpos‘d, fhe takes 


τ, ‘Things as they come, ftands loofe in her 


Fancy, and Tacks about with her Circum- 


ἢ ἴϊδποεϑβ : As for fixing the Condition of her 


For- 
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Fortune, fhe is not at all Solicitous about 
that. “Tis true, fhe is not perfectly Indif- 
_ ferent, fhe moves forward with a Prefer- 
ence in her Choice ; but then ’tis always 
with a Referve of Acquiefcence, and being 
eafy in the Event. And if any thing comes 
crofs, fhee falls to Work upon’t, and like 
Fire converts it. into Fuel. For as this 
Element when ’tis weak is eafily put out ; 
but when once well Kindled, it feifes up- 
on what lies next, fubdues it into its own 
Nature, and encreafes by Refiftance. 

I]. Let every Action tend to fome Point, 
~and-be perfect-in its Kind. 

ΠῚ. *Tis the Cuftom of People to go to 
unfrequented Places and Country Seats for 
Retirement; And this has been your Me- 
thod formerly. But after all, this is but a 
Vulgar Fancy. For ‘tis in your Power 
to withdraw into your felf whenever you 
have a Mind to’t. Now ones own Breaft isa 
place the moft free from Crowd and Noife 
in the World, if aMansRetrofpettions are 
eafy, his Thoughts entertaining, and his 
Mind well in Order. Your way is there- 
fore to make frequent ufe of this Retire- 
ment, and ἀργῶν your Virtue in’t. And 
to this End, be always provided with a 
few fhort uncontefted Notions, to keep 
your Underftanding True, and make you 
eafy in your Bufinefs, ForInftance, what 

is 
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is it that Troubles you? Is it the Wicked- 

nefs of the, World, amd the ill Ufage — 
you meet |with? If this be your Cafe, — 
Out with your Antidote, and confider, — 
That Mankind were made for mutual Ad- 
vantage 5 that Forbearance is one part of 
Juftice, and that People misbehave them- 
* See Book felves again{t their Wall.-* Confider like- 


Be bee 3. Se&.14- 


where the Wie, how many’ Men’ have embroyl’d 

Emperor themfelves; and {pent their Days in Dit- 

gives his putes and Animofities; and what did they 

this para’ get by it?-Why They had more Trouble 

dox. and it may be, lefs of Life than they 
would have had: Be Quiet then, and don’t 
diftarb your {elf to no purpofe. But it 
may be the Government of the World 
does not pleafe you: Takeout tother No- 
tien, and Argue thus. . Either Provtdence, 
οὐ Chance fits atthe Helv; Vf the Firkt, the 
Adminiftration can’t be queftion’d; if the 
Latter, there’s no mending on’t. Befides, 
you may remember that the World is as it 
were one Great City and Corporation. _ 
But pofflibly the ill State of your Health af- 
flic&s you. Pray Refle&, your Soul does not 
lie in yourLungs, nor your Reafonin your 
Breath, fo that if you are fomewhat Afth- 
matick, or out of Order, ’tis no fuch 
great Matter. No, Not if your Mind will 
retire, and take a view of her own Pri- 
viledge and Power. And when as: has 
| | one 
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done this, Recollect her Philofophy about ~~ *)" 
Pleafure and Pain; And to which fhe has. © 


formerly affented. Well! It may be the 
Concern of Hime fits hard wpon you. If 

you are pinch’d here, confider how qnicke 

ly all things vantfh, and are forgotten s 

what an immenfe Chaos there ftands, what 

an Extent of Darknefs and Confufions on 

either fide of Eternity. * Applaufe! confi-* of Eters — 
der the Emptinefs of the Sound, the Pre- nity paft, 
carious Tenure, the little Judgment of tity to 
thofe that give it us; and the narrow come. 
Compafs ’tis confin'd to: For the whole 

Globe is but a Point; And of this Little 

how Little is Inhabited > And where ‘tis 
Peopled, you'l have no Reafon to Brag 

either of the Number, or Quality of your 
Admirers. Upon the whole ; Don’t for- 

get to Retire into theScat of your Rea-.., 
fon; And above all Things, Let there be 

no Haling, nor ftruggling in the Cafe, but 


"ha 


_ move Freely, and Gracefully, and manage 


Matters like a Man of Senfe and Spirit, like 
a Burgher of the whole World, and like 
a Creature that muft die fhortly. Anda- 
mong the reft of your Stock, let thefe 
two Maxims be alwaysready; Firft, That 
‘tis not Things, but Thoughts, which give 


_ Difturbance; For Things keep their Di- 


rs 


ftance, and Teafe no Body,, till Fancy rai~ 
fes the-Spleen, and grows Untoward. 
flev PATE Lie > The 
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"See Book * The Second, is to confider, that the 
5.819 Scene is juft thifting, and fliding off into 
Se&.47,& Nothing: And that you your felf have — 
alib., — feen abundance of Great Alterations. In 
ig a Word, generally {peaking, the World is 
ἐπ νὴ ἔς: Rook 3}} Revolution, and Condu& Ὑ little bet- 
: € boo . 
2. Se&t.1¢, ter than Fancy. 
IV: If the Faculty of Underftanding 
lies in Common amongft us all, then 
Reafon, the Effect of it, muft be common 
too: That Reafon I fay which Governs 
Practice by Commands, and Prohibitions. 
From whence we may conclude,that Man- 
kind are under one Common Regulation: 
And if under one Common Law, they 
muft be Fellow Citizens, and belong to the 
fame Body Politick. From whence ‘twill 
follow, that the whole World is upon the 
Matter but one Common-Wealth: For 
certainly there is no other Society in which 
Mankind can be Incorporated. Now this 
common Fund of Underftanding, Reafon, 
and Law, is a Commodity of this fame 
Country, or which way do Mortals light 
on’t > For as the four Diffinétions in my 
Body belong to fome General Head, and 
fete © Species of Matter For Inftance ; The Ear- 
: thy Part in Me comes from the Divifion 
of Earth; The Watery belongs to another 
‘+ Element ; The Airy Particles flow from a 
Third Spring, and thofe of Fire from one 
Diftiné 


Diftiné from all the former. For by the 
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Way, Nothing can no more produce Some- 
thing, than Something can fink into No- 


thing: And thus in Proportion to the 


Reafoning upon my Conftitution, our Uz- 
derftanding mutt have a Caufe, and pro-, /, 
ceed from fome Quarter or other. | 
V. Death, and Generation are. both 
Myfteries of Nature, and fomewhat refem- 
ble each other τ΄ For the firft does but un- 
twift thofe Elements, the latter had 
wrought together : Now there’s nothing 
that a Man needs be afhamed of in all this; 
Nothing but what his Reeafon may Digeft ; 
And what refults from his Make, and Con- 
{titution. 
. VI. Practices and Humours are gene- 
rally of a Piece ; Such Ufage from fuch 
fort of Men, is in a manner neceflary: To 
be furpriz’d at it, is in effect to Wonder 
at the eager Quality of Vinegar. * Pray '’Tispro- 
confider that both you, and your Enemy bie she 
are dropping off, and that eer long your ands Ee 
very Memories will be extingutfhed. _ Reflexion 
VII. Don’t fuppofe you are Hurt, and ¢ivi0 
your Complaint ceafes, and then no Dam- fome great 
mages will be done. τ. OMY 
VIII. That which does not make a Man 
worfe,does not make him Live worfe; And 
by confequence he has no Harm by’t either 
one way, or t other. | 
| IX. Na- 
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1X. Nature’ was oblie’d to AG in this 
manner, for her own Convenience. “Ὁ Δ 
+ Thtis, Χ, Take notice that all Events + turn 
which tipon Merit, and Congritity.’ Which if 
Proceed you obferve nicely, youl tot only’ per 
firftCaufe. ceive a Connéxion between Caufes and ER 
fects, but a Sovereign Diftribution of Ju- 
ftice ; which préfides in the Adninifttati- 
on, and SIV es every Thing its Due. Go 
on with this Peemarks; And let 41} your 
AGions anfwer the Charatter' of a Good 
Man, [mean-a' Good Man, ‘in the Stridtne 8, 
atid Notion, of Philofophy. i SBE 

ΧΙ. If aMan Affronts you, don’t go in- 
to his Opinion, or Think juft as He would 
have you: No, look upon Things-as Reali- 
ty prefents them, and form your Judemient 
accordingly. niga 

ΧΙ, Be always provided with Princi- 
ples for the following Purpofes: Firft, Fo 
engage in nothing but what Reafon Di- 
tates, what the Soveraign and Legiflative 
Part of you thall fuggeft, for the Intereft 
of Mankind. Secondly; Fo be difpofed 
to quit your Opinion, and alter your Mea- 
fires, when a Friend fhall give you Good 
Grounds for fo doing. But then the Rea- - 
fons of changing your Mind ought to’ be 
drawn from the Confiderations of Juftice, 
Publick Good, or fome fuch Generous Mo-« 
tive; And not becaufe it pleafes your Fan- 
ΕΥ̓͂, or promotes your Reputation. ΧΗ]. 
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Ὁ MIIL. Have yowany Senfe in your Head? 
Yes: Why don’t you make ufe ont then ὃ 
For if this Faculty does but do its Part; I 
can't fee what more you need wifh for. Ὁ 
XIV. At prefénc your Nature is Diftin- 
guith'd, and ftarids” apart 5 But ‘cer long 
you'l vanifh into the Whole: Or if you 
pleafe you'l be return’d into that Adive 
and 'Prolifick Reafow which gave you your 


Bei. leak tees wf Tae! ticks fant 
XV. When Frafikificenfe is thrown up! pos the 


on the Altar, oné:Grain tifually falls be- Soul pare 
fore another; bat then ‘the Diftance of οι τις Ὅς 
— Time is Infignificant.F ΡΠ Πὲς thar ie was 
“XVI. The feétiing Singularitys of Rea- sbforb'din 
fon quickly weat off : Do’ but ftick clofé Denke | 
ἐσ 6 Principles of Wifdom, and Thofé { This 
who take you now for a Monkey, οἵ 4 thought is 


ine ci 7 to fhew 
Madman, will make ἃ God of you in 4 thatthe 
Weeks time. -/ © difference 


~, between a 


“ RVE. Don’t matiage as if you had tet jong ana 
Thoufand Years to throw away: Look sort life, 


you 5 Déath ftands at your Elbow; maké 3 ΟΜ 


if, 18 in- 

the'moft of your Minute, and! be Good for cenfidera- 

Something, while”tis in your Power. 9 es 

“XVI. Whata great deal of Time and Eternity. 
Bafe that Man gains wlio i$ not troubled 
with theSpirit of Curiofity:' Who lets-his 
Neighbours ‘Thoughts and Behaviour 4- 
lone, ‘confines his Infpetions to himfelf - 

And: takes care-of the Points of Honefty 


and 
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and Confcience. Truly as Agatho obferves, 
this malicious, trifling Hamour ought to 
__ becheck'd. In a Word, we mutt keep to 
- our own BufinefS, for Rambling, and Im- 
>") pertinence-is not to be endur’d.. > 
sal im . XIX. He that is fo very folicitousabout 
being Talk’d of when he is Dead; and | 
makes his Memory his Inclination, doesnot 
confider that all his Admirers, will quick- 
ly be gone. That his Fame will go lefsin 
- the next Generation; ‘andsFlag upomthe 
Courfe ; and, like a Ball that’s Handed 
from, one to, another, -*twill be dropt,at 
Jaft; but granting your Monuments-and 
your Mex immortal, what's their Panegy- 
rick toyou,-when you are Dead, and know 
nothing of the matter And if you were 
yo es») Living, what would Commendation figni- 
ΤΩ fy, unlefs for the convenience 8 ἘΠ ΕΒΕΪ- 
a. én? To conclude; if you depend thus 
fervilely upon the good Word of other 
People; youlact below-yourNature, ahd 
neglect the improvement of-your fél£. 
_giXX. Whatever is Good, has that,Qua- 
lity from it felf; ’tis finifh’d by its own 
Nature, and Commendation is no, part 
of it. Why then a thing is neither bet- 
ter, nor worfe, for being praisd. . This 
holds concerning Things which are call’d 
Good in the common way of fpeaking, as 
the products of Nature and Art; what do 
: 2 you. ἢ 
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ο΄ νοῦ think then of that which deferves this 
' haracter in the ftricteft Propriety ? Do 
_ you imagine it wants any, Thing Foreign 
to compleat the Idea ὃ. What is your Opi- 
nion of Truth, good Nature and Sobriety > 
Do any of thefe Virtues ftand in need of 
a good Word ; or are they the worfe for 
a bad one? I hope a-Diamond will fhine 
ne‘er the lef$ for a Mans being filent about 
the worth on’ts; Neither is there any Ne- 
ceflity of Flourifhing upon a piece of Gold, 
to preferve the Intrinfick of the Mettal. 
XXI. If Humane Souls havea Being af- 
ter Death, which way has the Air made 
Room for them from all Eternity > Pray 
how has the Earth been Ga pacious enough 
to receive all the Bodies buried in’t } The 
Refolution of this latter Queftion will fa- 
tisfy the former. For as a Corps after 
forme continuance turns into Duft, and 
makes way for another; So when a Man 
dies, and the Spirit is let loofe into the 
Air it holds out for fome time, after which 
it wears off and drops in Pieces. And ‘The Sto 
when Things come to this Pafs, ’tis ei- rag ον 
ther,Renew’d, and Lighted up into ano- Gn. 
thet Soul; * ‘or ele abforb’d into that of tion ofFira 
the Univerfe; And thns they. make room κὸν τὴν; 
+ for Succeflion. And this may ferve for an was the 
an{wer upon the Suppofition of the Souls ia 
furviving the Body. Befides, We are Hoh ment. 
: only 
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only to confider the vaft number of Bodies 
difpos'd of in the manner above mention- 
éd; but what an infinite are every Day 
devour’d by Mankind, and other Living 
Creatures, atid as it were buried in their 
Stomachs ; And yet by the Tranfmutati- 

τς ΟΠ of the Food into Blood and Humours, 
and by the Conveyance of Perfpiration, 
there’sStowageenough. Andnow which 
way can a Man take a Profpe& of the 
Truth, and trace the Hiftory of Nature ὃ 
Why inorder tothis, you muft divide the 
Thing in Queftion, into Matter, and 
wALTE % Ἂ t ΑχΣ ες Ὃν 


dé 


"ἰῷ Sl i λ ἃ πώ Cabby’ 
theStoicks = “XXII. Don’t run Riot 5 keep your Un- 
meant Ὁ ; : 
God, or Gerftanding True, + and your Intentions 

we aa “iA EGeeu® 11 
ent Caufe 


_ ent Cafe" ΧΧΊΠ, Whatever is agreeable to you, 


baa 


Things O Oniverfe|lis fo tome too. Your Things 
+ SeeBook 


το 6 Se836, are never Miftim’d. Your Methods are 
“Book 7. acceptable, and your Seafozs all Spring and 


Sett. «4. Summer to me! From You all Things pro- 


By th “i 
! Wed the ceed, fubfiftin-you, and Return to You. 


Stoicks And if the Poet call’d Athens the City Be- 


fometimes 


under. Loved by Ceerops, why mayn’t the World be 


᾿ ftoodGoe. {tyl'd the Favourite Town of Fupiter ? 


4... XXIV. If you would Live at your Eafe, 


᾿ 


rae L tepfays Democritus, Manage but a few Things. 


ft think it had been better, if He had faid, 
Do nothing but what is neceffary 9 and 
what becomes-one made for Society 5 No- 

Ps - “, ching, 


᾿ς MEpI¥ATIONS 


7) Or. 


thing but what Reafon prefcribes, and in 


}<the Order too {πὸ prefcribes it. For by 


this Rule aMan may both fecure the Qua- 
lity, and draw inthe Bulk of hisBufinefs; 
And have the double Pleafure of making 
his AG@ions Good, and Few, into the Bar- 
gain. For the greateft part of what we 
fay and do, being unneceffaty ; If this 
were but once retrench’d, we {hould have 
both more Leifure, and [είς Difturbance. 
And therefore before a Man fets forward 
He fhould ask himfelf this Queftion ; Am 
f not upon the Verge of fomething unne- 
ceflary and impertinent ? Farther; We 
fhould apply this Hint to what we Thzxk, 
as well as to what we Do; For Imperti- 
nence of Thought, draws Unnecefflary 
Action after it. 

XXV. Bring the Matter to an Iflue, 
make ar Experiment upon your felf, and 
examine your Proficiency in a Life of Vir- 
tue; Try how you can acquiefce in your 
Fate, and whether your own Honefty, and 
Good Nature will content you. : 

XXVI. Have you feen one fort of For- 
tune? Pray view tother too; neer be di+ 


fturb’d, but reduce your Perfor to its πα 


tural Bulk, and be not Concern’d for moré 
than belongs to you. Is any Man gujlty 
of a Fault? *Tis to himfelf then: Has any 
Advantage happen'd to you> "Tis the 

ἘΔ Bounty 
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ὶ Bounty of Fate: Ὕνναβ 4}} of it preor- 
dain’d you by the Univerfal Caufe.. Up- 
on the wholes Lifeis but fhort, therefore 
be Juft, and Prudent, and make your moft 
ont. And when you Divert your felf, be 
always upon your Guard. : | 

XXVIII. The World is either the Effe& 
of Contrivance or Chance; If the latter, | 
‘tis a World for all that, ‘that ἴδ to fay, "Tis 
a Regular |jand Beautiful Stru@ure. Now 
ean any Man difcover Symetry in his 
own Shape, and yet take the OUxiverfe 
for an Heap of Rubbifh? I fay the Owi- 
verfe, in which the very Difcord, and Con- 
fufton of the Elements, fettles into Har- 
 -¥ThisSeee MOny and Order, * , Ge teghe 
tion is lee . XXVIII. There are feveral forts of © 
ες he {candalous Tempers, fome Malicious, and 
Hypothee fome effeminate, others Obftinate, Brutith, 
fs of Epis and Savage. Some Humours are Childifh, 
7“ ~~ and Silly: fome Falfe, and others Scurri- 
lous, fome Mercenary, and fomeT yrannical. 

XXIX. Not to know what’s zz theWorld, 
and not to know what’s Done inthe World, 
comes much to the fame Thing, and a 
Man is one way no lefs a Stranger, than 
tother. Toproceed. He is no better than 
a Deferter that renounces Publick Reafon, 
and the Laws of Providence. He is a Blind 
Man, that Winks with his Underftanding ; 
And hes a Beggar that is not furnifhed 


at Home, but wants the Affiftance of ano- 
ther. He that frets himfelf Sore becaufe 


‘Things don’t happen juftas he would have 
them, is but a fort of an Ulcer of the 
‘World ; By murmuring at the Courfe of 
‘Nature, he quits the Univerfal Body, and 


gains only the Diftinttion of a Difeafe. 
Never confidering that the fame Caufe 
which produced the difpleafing Accident, 
made him too. And laftly, He that is 


Selfith, narrow-Soul’d, ἀπ fets up fora 
Separate Intereft, ‘is a kind of Voluntary 


Out-Law, and Difincorporates himfelf from 
Mankind. | : 


XXX. This Philofopher has never a 
Watltcoat to his Coat, t’other ne’er a Book 


to Read, and a third is half naked, and 


yet They are none of them difcouraged : 
One Learned Man. has nothing for his Sto- 
mach, nor Another for his Leares ; How- 
ever they are refolved to ftarve on, and 

be Wife in Defpight of Misfortune. 
| XXXII. Be fatisfyed with your Bu /ize/-, 
and learn to Love what you were Bred 
toe: And as to the Remainder of your 
Life, be entirely refign’d, and Jet the Gods 
do their Pleafure: And when this is done, 
be neither Slave, nor Tyrant, to any Body. 
AXXII. To begin fome-where, confi- 
der how Bufinefs, Humour, and Fortune, 
went with the World in ἔα ξέρε» Times 
a Conli- 
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“Confider thisI fay, and you'l find Mankind 


juft at the fame pafs They arenow. Some — 
Marrying, andfome concern’din Educati- 
on, fome Sick, and fome Dying; fome 
Fighting, and fomeFeaftings; fome drudg- 
ing at the Plow, and fome upon the Ex 
change; {ome were too Afable, and fome 
over-grown with Conceit; one was full of 
Jealoufy, and t'other of Knavery; Here 
you might find a parcel wifhing-for the 
Death of their Friends ; and there a fedi- 
tious Club complaining of the Times; 
fome Loved their Wexches, and fome their - 
Bags, fome grafp'd at the Conful/hip, and 
fome at the Scepter. Well! All's over with 
that Generation long fince. Come for- 
ward then to the Reign of Trajaz3 Now 
here youl find Mortals in the fame Circle 
of Bufinefs, and Folly, they were in be- 
fore: But they are all gone too. Goon 
with the Contemplation, and carry it to 
other Times and Countries, And here you'l 
fee abundance of People very Bufy, and 
Big with their Projects, drop off prefently, 
and Moulder to Duft and Ajhes; More par- 
ticularly recolle& thofe within your own 
Memory, who have been hurried on in. 
thefe vain Purfuits; How they have ever- 
Jook'd the Dignity.of their Nature, and 
thofe better Satisfations in their ewn 
Power. And here you muftremember to — 

pro- ἢ 
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proportion your Concern to the Weight, © 


and Importance of Bufinefs: Thus youl 
be fafe againft Trifling, and part with 
Amufements without Regret. 

XXXII. Thofe Words which were for- 
merly currentand proper, are now become 
QObfolete, and Barbarous. Alas! This is 
not all: Fame Tarnifhes in Time too; 
And Men grow out of Fafhion, as well δὲ 
Language. Thofe celebrated) Names of 
Camillus, Cefo, and Volefus are Antiquated ; 
Thofe of Scipio, Cato, and Anguftws will 
have the fame Fortune; and thofe of A- 
drian, and Antoninus, mult foliow. Ali 
thefe Things are Tranfitory and quickly 
{wallowed up in Oblivion, I {peak this 
of thofe who have been the wonder of 
their Age and fhin'd with Unnfual Luftre. 
But as for the Reft, they are no fooner 
Dead, than Forgotten. And if you could 
Perpetuate your Memory, what does Fame 
Everlafting fignifie ? Meer Stuff! What then 
is it, that’s worth ones while to be con- 
cern'd for? Why nothing but This; To 
bear an Honeft Mind, to A@for the Good 
of Society ; to Deceive No body ; to fore- 
δ dee the Worft, and be contented with what 
happens, upon the Score both of the Can/e, 
and-the Neceffity. 
᾿ς KXXIV. Put your felf frankly into the 
Hands of Fate, and let her Spin you ont 
what Fortunefhe pleafes;s Eq ΣΧΧΥ. 
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~ XXXXV. He that does a Memorable 4 


A@ion, and thofe that Report it, are all 
but fhort-liv'd Things... © 

XXXVI Accuftom your felf to confider, 
that whatever is produc’d, is producd by 
Alteration : That Nature Loves nothing fo 
much as fhifting the Sceze,and bringing new 
Perfons upon the Stage. To {peak clofely ; 
The Deftruétion of one Thing, is the Ma- 
king of another : And that which Subs 
at prefent, is asit were the Seed of Succef- 
fron, which fprings from it. But if you 
take Seed in the Common Notion, and — 
Confine. it to the Field, or the Garden, 
you have a dull Fancy. 

XXXVII. You are juft taking ate of 
the World, anddon’t you know what you 
are, and what you are not? Han’t you 
done with unneceflaryDefires? Are you not 


_ yet above Difturbance and Sufpicion, and 


fully convine'd that nothing mithout your 
own Wl can Hurt you? Have you not 
yet learn’d to be Friends with every Body, 
and that to be an Honeft Man, ‘is the only 
way to be a Wife one? 

XXXVIII. To underftand the true Qua- 
lity of People, you muft look into their 
Minds, and examine their Purfuits, and 
Averlions. 

XXXIX. Your Paix can’t lie in another 


A ei 
ihe ee } Man's Head, neither can his Mifmanage- 


“ment, 1] 
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‘ment, be your Misfortune. Nay farther, — 


the Declenfion of your Health, or the Ac- 
cidents in your Carcafs need. not affeé you. 
Where then are you Paffive and Vulnera- 
ble? Why in that Part of you that forms 
Judgments and Opinions of Things. Don’t 
imagine you are hurt, and you are Impres- 
nable : Suppofethen your Flefh was Hack’d, 
Sear’d, or Putrified 5 for your Life, let your 
Fancy lie ΠῚ]: That is, don’t concludé* A Sti. 
what 15 common to Good, or ΠῚ Men, can c!Rhodo- 


be Good, or Evil in its {elf. For that sais: 


which may be every bodys Lot, muft in 
its own Nature be Jndifferent. ' 

XL. You ought frequently to confider 
that the World is an Azimal, + confifting +The sto- 
of one Soul and Body; that an Univerfal i“ belie 
Senfe: runs through the whole MafS ‘of wo:ta a- 
Matter. You fhould likewife refle& how »imued, 
Nature Aéts by a Joynt Effort, and as it oc 
were altogether; And how every thing the Sout 
contributes to the Being of every thing: ° “- 
And Jaftly, what Connexion and Subordi- 
nation there is, between Caufes, and Ef- 
fé&s, | , 

XLI. Would you know what you are? 
Epifetws will tell you that you are a Liv- 
7 Soul, that drags a Carcafs about with 

er. 
KXLY. Things that fubfift upon Change, 


_ and owe their Being to Inftability, can 


ΟΣ: 


*See Book neither be confiderably Good, nor Bad. * — 
el XLII. The World Hurries off a Pace, — 


alib 


and Time is like aRapid River: A Thing 
is no fooner well come, , but ‘tis paffs; And 


thenanother is pofted after it; Andit may - 


be at length, the firft will return under 
another ADOSERRCE- ats 
XLIV. Whatever happens Here, is as 
Common, and well known as a Rofe in 
the Spring, or an Apple: in Autumn : Of 
this kind are Difeafes, and Death, Calum- 
ny and Undermining; And feveral other 
Things, which Raife, and Deprefs the Spi- 
rits of unthinking People. . _ | 
XLV. Antecedents, and Confequents are 
dexteroufly tyed together in the World: 
Things are not carelefly thrown on a Heap 
and joyn'd more by Number than Nature 5 
but as it were Artifidally inlay’d into each 
other. And as the prefent Set of Appear- 
auees. are very. curioufly contrived, fo thofe 
upon the Stocks are carried on by Rule,and 
comeforward with great Uniformity. 


- XLVI. The Elements are always fhift- 


ing their Forms, and Tran{muting inte 


each other. Therefore don’t forget theSay- _ 
ing of Heraclitus ; That the Earth dies into — 


ater, Water into Air, Air into Fire, and 


fo Backward. Remember likewife the Sto- — 


ry of the Man that Travelled on, with- 


@ut knowing to what, place the Way | 
| . would | 
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unacquainted with thofe things which oac- 
cur daily. Farther, we muft not Nod 
over Bufinefs, nor dream away Life, like 
People who fancy they are mightily em- 
loy'd, when they are faft in their Beds. 
Neither are we to be wholly govern'd by 
Tradition; For that’s like Children, who 
belieye any thing their Parents tel] them. 
XLVI. Putthe cafe fome God fhould 
acquaint you, you were to Die to Morrew, 
or next Day at fartheft. Under this War- 
ning, you would be a very Poor Wretch 
if you fhould ftrongly folicit for the long- 
efttime: For alas! how inconfiderable is 
the difference? In like manner if you 
would Reafon right, and compute upon 
the Notion of Eternity, you would not 
be much concern’d whether your Life was 
up to Morrow, or a Thoufand Years hence. 
XLVIII. Confider how many Phyfici- 
ans are Dead that us'd to value themfelves 
upon—theCure—of their Patients; How 
many Aftrologerswho thought themfelves 
Great Men by foretelling the Death of o- 
thers 5 How many Philofophers have gone 
the way of all Flefh, after all their Lear- 
| ned Difputes about dying, and Immerta- 
| lity 


_ would bring him: And that many People 

 conteft the Point with that Reafox that 
Governs the World, and with which they 
are daily Converfant: And fee perfeGly 


thad knock’d fo many Mens Brains out ; 


ging and making way for Funerals; 


this Accident made me, crys fuch a one! | 
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lity ; How many Field-Worthies, who 


How many Tyrants who manag’d the 
Power of Life and Death with as much 
Pride and Rigour, and as if themfelves - 
had been Immortal ; How many Cities, if 
I may fay fo, have given up the Ghoft: 
For Inftance Helice in Greece, Pompeii, and 
Rerculanum in Italy 5 notto mention many 
befides. *Do but recollect your Acquain- 
tance; And here you'l find People Mana- 


Mourning for their Friends, and giving 
Occafion for the fame Office themfelves. 
And all within a fmall Compafs of Time. 
In fhort, Mankind are poor Tranfitory 
Things! They are one Day in the Rudi- | 
ments of Life, and almoft the next, -turn’d.._ 
to Mummie, or Afhes. Your way is there- | 
fore to manage this Minute Wifely, and 
part with it chearfully; And like a ripe 
Nut when you drop out.of the Husk, be 
fure to fpeak well of the Seefon, and make 
your Acknowledgments to the Tree that 
bore you. om 

XLIX. Stand Firm like a Rock, againft 
which tho’ the Waves Batter, and Swell, 
they fall flat at laft. How unfortunate has — 


Not at all! He fhould rather fay, what a Ι΄ 
‘Happy Mortal am [ for being unconcern’d Ji 
: upon | 
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upon the Occafion! For being neither 
 fhocked at the Prefent, nor afraid of what's 
toCome. The Thing might have hap- 
i pee to any other Man as well as my felf, 

ut for all that, every Body would not 
have been fo eafy under it. Why theris 
not the Good Fortune of the Bearing, 
more confiderable than the I] Fortune of 
the Happening? Or to {peak properly , 
How can that be a Misfortune to a Man, 
which is no Difappointment to his Na- 
_ ture? And how can that crofs upon a 
Man’s Nature which falls in with the ve- 
ΤΥ Intention and Defign of it? Now what 
Humane Nature, rightly difpos'd, drives 
at, I fuppofe you are not to learn at this 
time of Day. To apply this Reafoning : 
Does the prefent Accident hinder your 
being Honeft and Brave, Temperate and 
Modeft, Judicious, and Unfervile >? ce. 
Now when a Man 15 furnifhed with thefe 
Good Qualities, the higheft Notion of 
him is finifh’d, and his Nature has what 
fhe would have. Farther; When any 
thing grows troublefome recollect this 


Maxim; That generous Behaviour is to. 


{trong for Ill Fortune, and turns it to an 
Advantage. 

L. To confider thofe old People that re- 
| fign’d fo unwillingly, is for acommon No- 
tion, not unferviceable ; it helps us fome- 

what 


4 at 


what to Face Death, and ¢ontemin it: ΟΡ 


' Jook upon the aftonifhing Notion of Time — 


ἐν: 
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what are thefelong-liv’d Mortalsmorethan 
thofe that went off in their Infancy? what's — 
become of Cecilianus, Fabius, Fulianws, and 
Lepidus ὁ Their Heads aré all laid forme- 
where; They buried a great many, but 
eameé at laft to’t themfelves.. Upon the 
whole; The difference between long, and 
thort Life is infignificant; efpectally 1f you 
confider the Accidents, the Company, and 
the Carcafs you muft go through with: 
Therefore don’t let a Thought of this kind 
affe& you one way or tother: Do but 


and Eternity : what an immenfe deal has 
run out already, and how Infinite ’tis ftill 
in the Futures Do but confider this, and 
youl find three Days and three Ages of | 
Life, come much to the fame Meafure and 
Reckoning. 
Lf. Always gothefhorteft way towork; | 
Now the neareft Road to your Bufinefs — 
fies through Honefty. Let it be your con- 
ftant method then to deal clearly and 4- © 
bove Board. And by this means you neéd — 
not Fatigue it, you need not Quarrél, Flou- 
rifh, and Diffemble like’ other People. ° 
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Wie you find an unwillingnefs to 
/ rife early in the Morning, make this 


fhort Speech to your felf: I'm getting up 
now to do the Bufinefs of a Man; and am 
I out of Humour for going about that I 
was made for; and for the fake of which 
I was fent into the World > Was I then 
defign'd for nothing but to Doze and Bat- 
_ ten beneath the Counterpane ὃ Well! but 
this is acomfortable way of living. Grant- 
ing that : wer’t thou Born only for Plea- 
fure 5 were you never to do any thing> ἢ 
thought Action had been the End of your 
Being: Pray look upon the Plants and 
Birds, the Pifmires, Spiders, and Bees, and 
youl fee them all Regular and Induftrions, 
exerting their Nature, and bufy in their ° 
Station. For fhame! Shall a Spider act 
) like a Spider, and make the moft of her 
Matters, and fhan’t a Man aét like a Man? 
| Why don’t you rouze your Faculties, and 
manage up to your Kind >’For all that, 
τ there’s no Living without Reft: True ; 
- But then let’s follow Natures direétions; 
_ and not take too much on’t: She likewife 
| has given you leave to Eat and Drink 
_withina Rule; but here you generally ex- 
Ἢ ceed your Commiffion, and go beyond 


we. 


Con- 


Convenience: Whereas in bufinefs you αἴθ 
apt to Favour your felf,-and do lefs than 
lies in your power. In earneft, youhave — 
no true Love for your felf: If you had, 
yoy would improve your Nature, Hurhour 
er Motions, and folicit her Intereft. Now 
when a Man loves his Trade, how he’} 
Sweat and Drudg to perform toa Curiofity, 
and make himfelf Mafter on’t!. But to {peak 
out, You mind your Perfon lefs than a 
Turner does the making of a Chair s A 
Dancing Matter has much more regard for 
his Heels, than you have for your Head : 
And as for Wealth and Popularity, how 
{trongly are they purfued by the Vain, 
and the Covetous? All thefe People when 
their Fancy is once ftruck, pufh their Point 
might and main, and will {carcely allow 
themfelves neceflary Refrefhment. And 
now can you think the Functions of Rea- 
fon, Juftice, and Generofity, lefs valuable 
than thefe petty Amufements? —__ ΣΙ 
If. What an eafy matter ’tis to ftemthe — 
Current of your imagination; to difcharge — 
a troublefome, or improper Thought, and 
grow as calm and regular as one would 

with ? ne ἀμεὶ 
ς ΠῚ. Don’t think any Action beneath 
you, which Reafon and Circumftances re- 
quire 9 and never be milled by, the appre- 
henhonof Cenfure, or Rept 0 tag Ne 
} ~ F40- 
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τ ΜΕΡΙΤΑΤΙΟΝ5, &c. 
- Honefty prompts you to fay, or do any 
thing, ne‘er Baulk your felf, or ftart at the 
matter. “If other People are particular in 
their Fancies and Opinions, mind them 
not: Be you govern’d by the Reafon 
within you; purfue that which is moft for 
your own, and the Common Intereft. For 
to {peak πηδᾶν, thefe Two are but one 
and the fame. 

IV. I'le jog on in that Path which Na- 
ture has Chalk’d out, till my Legs fink un- 
der me ; and then I fhall be at Reft, and 
expire into that Air which has given me 
Breath ; fall upon that Earth which has 
maintain’d. my Parents, help’d my Nurfe 
to her Milk,: and fupply’d me with Meat 
and Drink for fo many years; and tho its 
Favours have been often abus'd, {till fuffers 
me to Tread upont. 

V. Wit and Smartnefs are not mightily 
your Talent: What then? There area 
great many other good Qualities in which 
you can’t pretend Nature has fail’d you: 
Improve them as far as you can, and let’s 
have that which is perfe@ly in your Power. 
_ You may if you pleafe, behave your felf 
_ like a Man of Gravity, and good Faith, 


endure Hardfhip, and defpife Pleafure ; 


| want but a few things, and complain of 

nothing; you may be difpaflionate, ftand 

_ upon your own Legs, and be Great if you 
ἜΝ 


- pleafe, .. 


’ - “ζω 
᾿ aa ti Ὁ,» 
ἐ ᾽ ὡς 
Be a 2 ν - 


force you upon Grumbling, Miferablenef&, 
or laying your Faults upon your Conftitu- 
tion, upon Flattery; or Oftentation’; upon 
uncertainty of Temper, and rolling from 
one. Folly to another ὃ Can you fay you 
are fo weakly made, as to be driven upon 
thefe Pra&@ices?. The immortal Gods know 
tothecontrary! No, you might have ftood: 
clear of 411 This long fince: And - after 
all, 1f your. Parts were fomewhat low, and. 
your Underftanding heavy, your way had) — 
been to have taken the more pains with 
your: felf, .and.not to have Jain Fallow, 
and doted ypon. your.own, dullnefs. 
 VI..Some Men whenthey do you.aKind- 


ἡ nef, are prefently. for Ringing the Obli- 
᾿ gation in your Ears 5, others are more mo-~ 


deft. than this comes.to :’ However, ‘they. 
remember the Favour, and look upon you 
as their Debtor. .A.third fort thall be’ 
every jot.as nmch Benefactors, ‘and: yet: 
fcarce know, any thing. of the matter zy 
Thefe are. much hike .a’ Vine, whichis fa-: 
tisfied by. being fruitful in its Kink aoe 

| ears 
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bears a Bunch of Grapes without expect- 
ing any Thanks for it. A Fleet Horfe or 
Greyhound, don’t ufe to make a Noife 
when they have perform’d handfomly, 
nor a Bee neither when fhe has made a lit- 
tle Hony : And thus a Man that’s rightly 


Kind, never proclaims a Good Turn, but? 


does another as foon as he can; juft like 
a Vine that bears again the next Seafon. 
Now we fhould imitate Thofe who are fo 
obliging, as hardly to remember their Be- 
heficence : But you'l fay, a Man ought to 
underftand the Quality of his own AGi- 
ons. “Tis fomewhat natural for One that’s 
Generous, to be Confcious of his Genero- 
fity s yes truly, and to defire the Perfon 
oblie’d, fhould be fenfible of it too; I 
Rei what you fay, is in a great meafure 

rue; And if you don’t take me right, 
youl make one of thofe untoward Bene- 


‘factors 1 firft mention’d : Indeed, They 


think their grounds plaufible enough; for 
their Vanity impofes upon them. Butif 
youl view the cafe in its true Colours, 
the privacy of doing a good-turn will ne- 
ver difcourage you. a teri | 

VIE The Athenians us'd to be-mighty 
Clamorousto Fupiter for Rain upon theie 
awa Lands, .but-not ἃ word for other 
People. Now to my mind; They had e’en 
better have held their Tonsues, or elfé 


EF 2 pray ἃ 


= 
Sane ee 


ET ποτ nn, 
Marcus AnToninus's i, 
pray’d with more of Extent, and Genero= 
fity. “δ 
VII. Aifeulapivs, as we commonly 


‘Probably {peak, has prefcrib'd fuch a one * Riding 


κ 
Wn 


inadream ont. Walking in his Slippers, or a Cold — 


Bath 5 Now much to the fame meaning 
we may affirm, that Prowzdence, or the Sout 
of the Univerfe, has ordered this or that 
Perfon a Difeafe, lofs of Limbs or Eftate, 
or fome fuch other Calamity. For as in 
the firft cafe, the word Prefcribed, figni- 
fies a Direction for the Health of the Pa- 
trent : {o in the Jatter it means an Appli- 
cation, proper for the Cowftituttox and Be- 
nefit of Fate. And thus thefe harfher 
Events may be counted fit for us; as Free- 
fione which is well joynd, and lies Snug 
in a Building, may be faid to fit it. In- 
deed, the whole of Nature, confifts of an 
Harmony and Consruity of Parts; Foras 
the World has its Form and Entirenefs 
from that univerfal Matter of which it con- 
fifts ; So the Character, and Diftinction of 
Fate, refults from the Quality and Con- 
currence of all other Caufes contained in 
it. The Common People underftand this 
Notion very well; Their way of {peak- 
ing 15, This was fent him by Deftiny > Say 
you fo; was there not then fomcewhat of 
Purpofe and Defign in it? Let us then 
comply with our Doom, as we do co 
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the Prefcriptions of a Celebrated Phyfici- 
an: Thefe Dofes are often unpalatable 
and rugged ; and yet the defire of Health 
makes them go merrily down. Now that 
which Nature efteems Profit and Conve- 
nience, fhould be no lefs valued than your 
own Health: And therefore when any 
crofs Accident happens, take it quietly to 
you, ‘tis for the good of the Univerfe, 
and Jupiter himfelf is the better for’t. * 


_ Depend upon’t, This had never heen fent 


you, if the World had not found it’s Ac- 
count int: Neither does Nature act at 
Random, or order any thing which is not 
fuitable to thofe Beings under her Govern- 
ment. You have two reafons therefore 
to be contented with your Condition : 
Firft, becaufe you were Born, and fingled 
out for’t: “Twas affign’d you from the be- 
ginning by the higheft and moft antient 
Caufes. Secondly, “Tis for the Intereft of 
him that governs the World; * It perfects 


his Nature in fome Meafure, and conti- piesroict-s 


nues his Happinefs: For it holds inCzu/es, 
no lefs than in Matter and Quantity ; If 
you lop off any part of the Continuity 
and Connexion, you Maim the Whole. 
Now if you are difpleas’d with your Cir- 
cumftances, you difmember Natxre, and 
pull the World in pieces, as much as lies 
in your power. : 

. F 3 IX. Be 
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Precept, in {ome particulars, If you hap- 


τ ΙΧ, Be not uneafy, difcourag’d, oreut - 
ως ΟΕ Humour, becaufe Pradice fails (Ποτέ of — 


pen to be beaten off your Reafon,. come 


; he 


on again ἃ and let your Fancy ftrike in δὲ 
your fecond Trial; and don’t go like a 
School Boy to his Mafter, with an Itl-will, 
No, you muft apply to Philofophy with 
{nclination, as thofe who have Sore Eyes 


make ufe of a good Receipt. And when. 


you are thus difpos’d, you'l eafily. acqui- 
efce, and be govern’d by Reafon: And 
here you are to remember, that Philofo- 
phy or true Wifdom will put you upon 
nothing but what your Nature wifhes and 
calls for: And can you be fo unreafonable 
as to crofs the inclinations of your Nature > 


Is not her Fancy the moft agreeable of any | | 


Thing? And does not Pleafure often de- 
ceive us under this pretence ? Now thinka 
little, and tell me what is there more de- 
lightful than downright Honefty and Re- 
ligion, than Generofity and Greatnefs of 


* TheSto- Mind?.Andonce more, what can be more 
: icksmax- entertaining than Prudence ? than to be 


im is 


| Wife Man tarnifh’d with that Underftanding which 


can never keeps ἃ Man from making a falfe Step, and 
πες helps him to Good Fortune in all his Bu- 


uate, let Ἵ 
bis Circum finefs > * 


fences bX. ‘Things are fo much perplex’d, and 


what they . . 

wit, ° inthe dark, that feveral confiderable Phi- — 

Ree | | lofopher 
‘fee%e 4 teal 


ἀν το ορδυμνν Ὁ RB τον rs 
prrations, Oe t 
lofophers look’d upon them as altogether _ 
unintelligible,* and that there was no cer- ¥ of this, 
tain Τοῖς for the difeovery of Truth; Even Opinion 
. 4 TRF ᾿ ro sit) were Pyrs 
᾿ς the Stoicks agree, that Nature and Certain- εν ana 
* ty is very hard to come. at ; that our Un-the New 
derftandings are always liable to Etror, A=“*™ 
and that Infallibility 1s meer Vanity and ‘ 
Pretence. However, Our Ignorance ts not fla 
fo great, but that we may difcover how his. 
tranfitory, and infignificant all things are; 
That thofe we commonly call the beft Cir- 
cumftances, are fometimes in thé worft 
Hands ; and that.’tis pofiible for Threves, 
Whores, and Catamites to run away.with 
the World ; and who then would care 
Three pence for’t ? Farther, Confider the 
Temper of thofe you converfe with, and 
youl find the Beft will hardly do; ‘not to 
mention, that a Man has work enough to 
make himfelf tolerable to himfelf. And 
 fince we have nothing but Darknefs, and ; 
_ Dirt to grafp at, fince Time and Matter, oli 
᾿ς Motion and Mortals, are always Rolling,. 
and running out of themfelves; for thefe | 
reafons 1 fay, I can’t imagine what there .- ὁ 
is here worththe minding. Onthe other*“*°) >” 
hand, a Man ought to keep up his Spirits, 
for “twill not be long before his Di/charge (ἢ 
comes: In the mean time, his point is to. « “΄. a 
be eafy, and fatisfy himfelf with cthefe 
two Confiderations; the one is, that no- 
F 4 thing fom 


Me 


«(οὐδὲν 


~~ Marcus Anroninus’s” 


thing will befall me, but what is for the 


j  * See Se. Intereft of the Univerfe : >* The other, 
: 8. 


that no body can command my Prattice, 
or force me to att againft my own Judg- 
ment. 

XI. What ufe do I put my Soul to, or 
what Hand do I make of my Reafon? ’Tis 
a ferviceable queftion this, and fhould fre- 
quently be put to ones felf > I fay, how 
does my foveraign Part ftand affected ὃ 
And what's the Furniture and Complexi- 
on of my Mind ? Is there nothing of the 


Boy or the Beaft in’t ὃ Nothing that’s ei- 
ther Tyrannical, or Effeminate Ὁ 


XII. What fort of good Things thofe 
are, which are commonly fo reckon’d, you 
may learn from hence: For the purpofe, 
if you reflec& upon thofe Qualities which 
are intrinfically valuable, fuch as Prudence, 
Juttice, Temperance and Fortitude, you 
won't find a Jeft upon them apt to Relith, 


and make Sport : Whereas upon the ad- | 


vantages of Fortune and Common Eftima- 
tion, a piece of Raillery will pafs well e- 
noush. Thus we fee the generality are 
{truck with the diftinGion, otherwile they 
would not diflike the Liberty i in one Cafe, 
and allow it in the other. The Felicities 
of Riches, Luxury, and Ambition, are all 
within the privilege of Buffoons, ‘and li- 
able to the Lath of the Stage : Now what 

| figni- 
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fignificancy can there be in thefe things, 
when a Poet's Jeft will take Place upon 
them ? And that comical Droll may be 
patly applied to the Owner; He is fo 
fixffid, {ays the Play, with Wealth and Fi- 
nery, that he has no room for his Clofe Stool; 

XIII. My Being confifts of Matter and 
Form, that is, of Soul and Body ς Ayni- 
Ailation will reach neither of them; For 
as they were never produced out of No- 
thing, fo they will always remain Some- 
thing: The confequence is, that every 
part of me will ferve to make fomething 


in the World 5 and thus 1 fhall be tofsd — 


from one Figure to another, through an 
infinite fucceffion of Change. And what 
wonder of all this ? This conftant method 
of alteration gave me my Being, and my 
Father before me, and fo on to Eternity 
backward ; For 1 think I may {peak thus, 
though the World is confin’d within a cer- 
tain determinate period. * 

XIV. Reafon needs no foreign Affi- 
{tance, but is fufficient for its own pur- 
pofes. This Faculty moves within it felf, 
and makes directly for the Point in view. 
For to take the matter rightly, Honefty is 
always the neareft way to fuccefs. 

XV. Thofe things don’t belong to a Man, 
which don’t belong to him as a Man, or 
under the definition of his Species. This 
Ὁ): ΠΥ. ὶ Notion 


* SeeBook 
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Notion may be applyed to» all Extermal 
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Advantages. For Thefe are not included 
in the Idea ; They are not requited of us 
as Mens Humane Nature’ does not pro-— 
mife them, neither is fhe perfected by 
ἄνα From whence it follows that They 
‘an neither conftitute the Chief End of 
Man, nor ftridly contribute towards it. 
Farther, if thefe Things were any real 
Additions, how comes the Contempt of 
them, and the being ¢afy without them, 
to be fo great a Commendation ? To balk 
an Advantage would be Folly, for one 
cant have too much of that which is 
Good. But the Cafe ftands otherwifes For 
we know that Self-Denial, and Indiffe- 
rence about thefe Things is the Character 
of a Good Man, and goes for a Mark of 
true Greatnefs. |, Ὁ | | Ona 
XVI. Your Manners will depend very 
much upon the Quality of what you fre- 
quently think on; For the Soul is as it 
were Tinged with the Colour, and Com- 
plexion of Thought. Be fure therefore to 
work zz fuch Maxims as thefe. A Man 
may live as he fhould do, and Behave 
Himfelf well in all Places, By confequence, 
a Life of Virtue, and that of a Courtier are 
not inconfiftent. Again: That which a 
Thing is made for, ‘tis made to A& for 
and that which ‘tis made to Ac for, ‘tis. 
| natu 


| naturally carried To: And in the due pur- 


fuit of this Tendency the End of the A- 
gent confifts. Now where the Exd of a 
Thing is; there the Advantage and Im- 
provement of it is certainly lodg’d. From 
hence the Inference will be, that the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind lies in Society, and Cor- 
refpondence: fince that we were made 
for this purpofe, I have prov'd already. 
* For is it not plain that the lower Order 
of Beings are made for their Betters, and 
the higher for the Service of each other? 
Now as Life is preferable to bare Exiffexce, 
fo amongft all Living Creatures, the Ra- 
tional are the beft Quality. 

XVII. To expect an Impoffibility is 
Diftration; Now ‘tis impoffible for ΠῚ 
Men not to follow their Biafs, and {ΠΟΥ 
their Temper in fome Inftance or other. 

XVIII. There’s nothing happens to a- 
ny Perfon but what 1s in his Power to go 
through with: fome People have had ve- 


* See Book 
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ry fevere Tryals, and yet either by having ’ 


lefs Underftanding, or more Pride than 
ordinary, have charged bravely through 
the Misfortune, and come off without-a 
Scratch; Now ’tis a fcandalous Indecency, 
to let Ignorance, and Vanity do more with 

us, than Prudence and Principle. 
XIX. “Tis Thoughts, not Things which 
take hold of the Soul. Outward Objects 
: ‘ can’t 


I. 


— al 


ag. we 
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can’t force their Paflage into the Mind, 
nor fet any of its Wheels a going. No, — 
The Impreffion comes from her felf, and / 


“tis her Notions whichaffe& Her. As for 


the contingencies of Fortune, they are ei- 
ther Great or Little, according to the O- 
pinion fhe has of her own Strength. 

XX. When we confider we are bound 
to be ferviceable to Mankind, and bear 
with their Faults, we fhall perceive there’s 
a common Tye of Nature, and Relation 
between us. But‘when we fee People grow 
troublefome and difturb us in our Bufi- 
nefs, Here we are to look upon Men as 
Indifferent fort of Things, neither Good, 
nor Bad to us, but according to our Man- 
agement. “Tis true like a Crofs Wind _ 
They may hinder Me in the Executin 
Part, but all this while my Inclination 
ftand Firm, and the referve of a Good 
Meaning is fecured to me. Being rightly 
Difpos'd, I can paf$ on to the Exercife 
of another Virtue; And thus ’tis proba- 
ble I may gain by the Oppofition, and 
turn the Difappointment to an Advan- 
tage. 

ΧΧΙ. Among all Things in the Uxizerfe, 
direct your Worfhip to the Greateft: 
And which isthat ? “Tis that Being which 
Manages, and Governs all the Reft. And 
as you worfhip the beft Thing in a 

2. Ὁ 
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77 
_ fo you are to pay aproportionable Regard 
to the beft Thing in your Self: You'l | 
know it by its Relation to the Deity. ; 
The Quality of its Functions. will difcover . 
it. "Tis the Reigning Power mithix you, 
which difpofes of your Actions, and your 
Fortune. 
XXII. That which does not Damnify , 
the City, * or Body Politick, can’t pro- City = 
petly {peaking damnify any Perfon that Emperor 
elongs toit. Therefore when you think mens the 
you are ill ufed, let this Reflection be which, με 
your Remedy, and fay thus to your felf; be οὔτ 
If the Community is not the worfe for’t. 5? 
neither am I. But if the Community is vantages 
_ injured, your Bufinefs is to thew the Per- 319 3 Com 
- fon concern’d his Fault, but not to grow = 
Paffionate about it. | 
XXIII. Reflect frequently upon the In- 
{tability of Things, and how very faft the 
Scenes of Nature are fhifted.. Matter is in 
a perpetual Flux; Change is always, and. 
every where at work, τὸ ftrikes through 
Caufes, and Effeés, and leaves nothing 
fixt, and Permanent. And then how ve- 
ry near the two vaft Gulphs of Time, the 
Paft, and the Future, ftand together ἢ 
Now upon the Whole, is not that Man a 
Blockhead that thinks thefe Momentary 
Things, big enough either to make him 
_ Proud, or Uneafy? 


XXIV. 


ΟΧΧΙΝ. Remember what an Afome your — 
Perfon ftands for inre{pett'of the Univerfe, 
what a Minute of unmeafurable Tim 
comes to your fhare, and what a-{mal 
Concern you are in the Empire of Fate ! 

XXV. A Man misbehaves himfelf to- 
wards Me; what's that to me? The Ac- 
tion is his, and the Will that fet him up- 
on't is His, and therefore [ἐξ him look 
to’t. As for me, I am in the Condition 
Providence would have me, and am doing 
what becomes me. ee 

XXVI.. Whether the Motions of’ your 
Body are Rugged, or Agreeable, dont let 
your Reafon be concerned with thems 
confine the Impreffions to their R.efpective 
Quarters, and let your Mind keep her di- 
ftance, and not run in. ’Tis true, That 
which refults from the Laws of the Oxi- 
on from the force of Sympathy, or Con- | 
{titution, muft be Felt, fit Nature will. 
have its Courfe; But tho’ the Sexjatioxz 
can't be ftop’d, it muft not be over-rated, 

r ftrain'd to the Quality, of Good, of 

vil, 

XXVII. We oughit to converfe with the 
Gods, and live the Life that they doz 
This is done by being contented with the 
Appointments of Providence, and by obey= 
ing the Orders of that Geviws, which is. 
both the Deputy, and the Offspritig of 

7 Jupiter : 


πεν τονε, 99 
Jupiter: Now this Divine Authority is 

_ neither more, nor lefs, than that Soul and 
Reafon, which every Man carries about 

jai | e 
XXVIII. Are you angry ata Rank Smell, 

or an ill fcented Breath ὃ Why if a Man's 
Lungs, or Stomach, are ulcerated, or his 
Arm-pits out of Order, how can he help 
it, But you'l fay, the cafe is not paralel, 
between an ill A@tion, and an ill Breath ; 
the oneisChoice, and the other Neceflity. 
Well, If you think Mankind fo full of 
Reafon, pray make υἱὲ of your own: Ar- 
sue the Cafe with the Faulty Perfon, and 
fhow him his Error: If your Advice pre- 
vails, he is what you would have him; and 

_ thenthere isnoneed of being angry : And 

 laftly, Don't ‘mifinanage either by your 
Haughtinefs, or Servility. (7 fatto! 

» XKIX. You may live πο if you pleafe, 

as you would chufe to do if you were near 

dying: But fuppofe People won't let you; 

why then give Life the Slip*, but by no* A Stoi- 

theans make a Misfortune on’t. If the ech 

Room fmoaks { leave it, and there’s an @ion, 

end; for why fhould one be concern’d at 

| the matter ὃ However, if nothing of this 

kind drives me out, 116 ftay, behave my. 

{elf like a Man of Spirit, and do what ἢ 

_ have amindto; but then Tle have a mind. 

| to nothing but what I am led to by Rea= : 

_ fomand publick Intereft. XXX: τῇ 
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- XXX. God, or the Soul of the Unioerfe 
is of a fociable Difpofition : For this rea- 
fon. he has made the coarfer Part of the 
Creation, for the fake of the Finer. And 
as for thofe Beings of the higher Rank, 
he has engaged them to each other by 
Inclination. You {ee how admirably Things 
are ranged, and forted, according to the 
Dignity of their Kind ; and cemented to- 
gether by Nature, and Benevolence ! 70° 

XXXI. Recolleét how you have behav’d: 
your felf all along , towards the Gods, 
your Parents, Brothers, Wife and Chil- 


dren 5 towards your Inftructors , ~Go- 


vernots, Friends, Acquaintance and Ser- 
vants : Whether you have not done, 
or faid fomething unbecoming to fome 
of them. _ Recollect how much bufinefs 
you have been engag’d in, and how 
well you have gone through it: That 
now. your Task is done, and the Hi- 
{tory of your Life finifh’d. Remember 
likewife , how much Bravery you can 

make out, how much of Pleafure , and’ 
Pain, and Grandeur, you have defpis'd 5 _ 
and how often you tiave done Gond a= 
gain{t Evil. om” 
XXXIT. Why fhould Skill and Rol 
ledge be difturb’d at the Cenfures of Ig- 
norance ? But youl fay, who are thefe 
Knowing, and Skilful People? Why thofe _ 
now 
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who are acquainted with the Original 
Caufe, and end of all Things, with that 
Reafon that Pervades the Μαίξ of Matter, 
Renews the World at certain Periods, and 
Governs it through all the Lengths of 
Time. of 
XXXIII. You'l quickly be reduced to 
Afoes and Skeleton; And it may be you 
may have a Name left you, and it may be 3 
not: And what’s a Name ? Nothing but 
Sound, andSyllable. And then for thofe 
Things which are fo much valued in the 
World, they are miferably empty, and 
mfignificant. The Prize is fo mean, that 
it makes the fcuffle about them Ridiculous. 
It puts‘one in mind of a parcel of Puppies 
- f{narling for a Bone; And the contefts of 
- little Children fometimes tranf{ported, and 
fometimes all in Tears about a Play-Thing. 
And as for Modefty and Good Faith, 
Truth and Juftices they have left this» 
wicked World , and: retired to Heaven: 
And now what is it that can keep you 
here. For if the Obje&s of Senceare float- 
ing, and changable, and the Organs 
mifty, and apt to be impos’d on: If the 
Soul is. but a Vapour drawn off the Blood, 
and the Applaufe of little Mortals infigni- 
| ficant 9 Ifthecafe ftands thus, what is it 
you ftay for ? WhyI am refolved to have 
Patience, till Iam either Extinguifh’d, or 
| Remov'd. 
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comes, - 

peration, What is) to be done? The: anfwer is 

| eafie: To worfhip: the Gods; and fpeak 
honourably of them; tobe beneficial to 


eR Mankind; to bear with their Faults, and 


let their property alone. And laftly, to 

remember, that wliatevet lies without the 

compafs of your Perfon , is nothing of 

yours, nor in your power. rik RE 

XXXIV. You may be always fuccefsful 

if youdo but fet out well and let your 

Thoughts and Practice. proceed upon 

Grounds and, Method, There aretwo pro- 

perties and, pfiviledges common to God, ὁ 

and all Rational Beings; The one is, not 

to be hindred by any thing Foreign 9 

The other, to make Virtue their fupream 

fatisfaction, and notfo muchas to defire 

any. thing farther. ! y:2ic0'T οἱ (in nome 

XXXV. If this Accident is no fault of 

mine, nor a confequence of it; And be- 

fidesif the Community is ne'er the worfle 

for’t, why am I ‘concern’d > Now which 

“py the Way the Community * may be damnified, I 

Communi fhall difcourfe afterwards. * : 
cheWorld . XXXVI. Don’t fuffer a fuddain Impref- 

* SeeBook fion to overbear your Judgment. Let | 

thofe that want your Affiftance have it, | 

as far asthe Cafe requires. But if For- 

tune as they call it, lies hard upon them ; — 

don’t you conclude upon any real Damage,. 

for — 


; 


y 


 Mgprrarions, Θὲ 
for there’s no fuch thing. However up- 
on the fcore of Tendernefs,and Humani- 


ty, you may condefcend to their Weak- 
nefS, and Treat them a little in thir own 


— I 


πον ἐν mt 5s wel! And becaufe other ΘΟΩΥ Es 
΄, muift you be fo too? Noy leSions. 
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: AS Matter is all of it plyable, and ob- pes 
Τὶ fequious, fo that Sovercicn Reafoa ae 


1 which gives Laws to it, has neither Mo- 
G2 tive 


Marcus ΑΝΤΟΝΙΝΙΙ55.. 
tive nor Inclination, to bring an Εν} up- 
on any thing. This great Being is no 
way Unfriendly or Hoftile in his Na- 
ture, He Forms and Governs all things, 
but hurts nothing. ee 

II. Do but your Duty, and don’t treu- 
ble your felf about your Condition: If 
you behave your felf well ; ne’re mind 
whether ’tis inthe Cold, or bya good 
Fire, whether you are overwatched, or 
fatisfied with Sleep, whether you have a 
Good word, or aBad one 5 whether you 
are in Health, or Dying; For this laft 
muft be done at one time or other. *Tis 
part of the Bufinefs of Life to _loofe it 
handfomly, Uponthe whole; If we do 
but manage the Prefent to Advantage , 
that’s enough. : + 

III. Look throughly into Matters, and 
let not the DiftinGion, or intrinfick Va- 
: lue of any thing efcape you. _ 
pave. IV. The prefentappearance of Things, 
phersheld Will quickly undergoe a Change; and 
all Mater he either exhaled into Common Mafter, 
dip or difperfed into their refpective Ele- 


ethers ments. * 


miaintain’d : ὃ 
that che Ψ, That Intelligent Being that Governs 


Four Εἰ. the Oniverfe, has perfeé Views of every 
onbeiry Thing 5 His Knowledge penetrates the 
Original Quality of Matter, and fees through all 
Principles the confequences of his own Operations. 
of Bodies, | VI. The 


“ ἐν ie ” 
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VI. The beft way of Revenge , ‘is not 
‘to imitate the Injury. 

VII. Be ‘always doing fomething fer- 
viceable to Mankind, and let this conftant 
Gencrofity be your only Pleafure; not 
forgetting in the meantime, a due Refer- 
ence and Regard to the Deity. 

VIII. ’Tis the governing part of the 
Mind, which awakens: Thought, and al- 
ters the Quality of it ; which gives what 
Air fhe pleafes to her own Likenefs, and 
to all the Accidents and Circumftances 
without her. 


IX. The particular Effects in the World, Ὁ 


are all wrought by one Intelligent Nature. 
This Univerfal Caufe , has no: Foreign 

Affiftant, no interloping Principle, either 

without his Furifdikion, or within it. 

X. For Atgument ‘fake let’s ufe a Dif- 
junction; The World then is either nothing 
but a Rencotnter of Atomes, aheap of Con- 
fofion,and a hurry of Chance,orelfe’tis the 
effet of Défigu, and under the Laws of 
Order, and Providence: If the firft, what 
fhould I {tay for, where Nature : in fuch 
να Hotchpotch, and Things are fo blind- 
ly jumbled together ? Why ἀριδέ I rather 

‘makeit my Choice to difengage, and re- 
turn to the Element of Earth * as foon as 
‘maybe? Why fhould 1 give my felf any 
trouble? Let me do what I will; my Cov- 
Gs [ritution 
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fiitution mutt be Brokex, and. my Atomes 


you would pay a regard to the Firft, your 


the Cook. fets upon them, and givethem | 
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all Disbanded ina littletime, .Butif there © 
isa Providence, and the latter part’of the 
Disjunctien holds good, then I Adore the 
Great Governour of the World; and am 
eafie inthe profpect of Protection. — 
XI. When you happen to be ruffed 
a little, and thrown off your Temper by 
any crofs Accident, retire inimediately 
into your Reafon ; And don’t move out 
of Rule any longer than needs muft: For 
the fooner yourecover a Falfe Step, the — 
i you will be Mafter of your Pra- _ 
CEM ort 3 PORT eT OI 
XII. Put the cafe, you had a-Mother — 
in Law,and a Motherat the fame.time,tho’ | 


Converfe I conceive, would be moftly with 
the Latter. Let the Court and Philofophy, 
reprefent thefe two Relations to you's — 
apply frequently to this laft, 804 fet up | 
your frand with her. .For *tis a Life of © 
Virtue ; and Philofophy , which makes — 
you, and your Courtiers, tolerable to.each © 
other, ἢ mort 1 

XIII. Fo cheek the pleafure of Luxury, i 
we {hould in our Fancy at. leaft; ‘take a- ἡ | 
way the Garnithing of the Dithes,the value | 


Nanies le{s tempting then ordinary.For the | 
purpofe,we may fay,this is but the Carkafs | 
pA, | of | 
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᾿. - . 
ofa ΕΠ; this Fowl has no more Life 1η Ὁ 
then I fhall have when I am Buried ; and 
tother is no better then a Piece of a 
Dead: Hog. Andthenfor this Bottle of 
Falérno, * what is it but a little Moifture ("| 
fqueaz'd out of the Fumour ofa Grape? in cumpe. 
And to mortifie the Vanity of Fine Cloths, 2," 31ch 
and prevent your Purple, * from growing richer 
to big for you, confider that. *tis nothing Wines in 
but Sheeps Hair twifted togethether, and rion ὺ 
{tain’d in the Gore of a little: Shell-Fith. was fo 
And if we were to proceed to {ome other vaio 
fatisfactions of Sence., we fhould find oftheEm- 
them but courfein their Caufes, and Con- ate 
{titution ; And 45. thefe Notions: ftrike te So. 
through the Sfirface,: prefs into the; heart forthe - 
of Things, and thew them. intheit Natu-°)* $. 
ral Colours; fo we fhould carry: them on, ne 
and apply them to ail) the Pageantry of 1: .. 
Life, And where things appear moft 
Plaufible, and Pretending , be fiire to 
bring them to the Teft, and look within 
them.) And when the Paint is ‘thus pull’d 
of; the Courfnefs of them will -eafily be 
difcovered, Without this Care, Figure 
and: Appearance are: great Cheats; And 
when you think your Faricy is beft en 
ploy’d, -you’l be moft Fooled : Even Vir- 
tue at felf is fometimes Counterfeited, 
_ and Gravity is nothing elfe but Grimace. 
Thus Crates difcovered) Xexocrates’s Philo- 


G4 | fophy 
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fophy to be only skin deep; great De- 
marenef{S without , and no lefs Vanity 
within.» 44 (293 Es ay. | 
_ XIV. The Inclination of the generality, 
may be reduced to thefe Heads, fome Peo- 
ple arelittle enough to be fmitten with 
things in the ftate of bare Exiftence, or 
Vegetation ; As with Wood, Stones, Fruit, 
and fuchlike. Others who are fomewhat 
more tolerable intheir Fancy, mutft. have 
Life to Charm them; And thefe, it may 
be are mighty in love with their Flocks 
and Herds. A Third fort, better furnifh’d 
than the former, admire nothing beneath 
Humane Nature; But then they don’t 
*Asin takeinthe whole Kind, but ‘tis either the 
Shaves Skill, Parts, or Property * of fome parti- 
ny cUlarswhich Affe& them. But he. that 
their Ma- values a Rational Creature without Limi- 
ftes. tation, or Partiality, runs into none of 
the Dotages abovementioned: But makes 
it his chief bufinefs to look at Home, to 
keep Reafon and Good Nature ftirring, 
and to affift all Mankind in the publick 
Intereft. Pane : 

XV. Some Things are prefling for Birth, 
anb Being, and others are pofting off, and 
that which was entire juft now, 1s part of 
it {pent already. The World is. renew’d 
by this Change and Rolling, no lefs than 
lime is by a perpetual Succeflion; Now — 
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who wou'd Dote npon Things hurryed 
down the Stream thus faft, and which ’tis 
impoflible totake hold on > Such a Paffion 
is much like falling in Love with a Spar- 
row flying over your head, you have as 
it were but one glimps of her, and fhe is 
out of fight.. Togo on; Life is but a fort 
of Exhalation of the Blood, and a little 
Air fuck’d into the Lungs. Now to re- 
turn’ your Breath for the fupport of 
Life., and expire your laft, when you 
lofe it, is much what the fame Action. 

XVI. Neither the perfpiration of Plants, 
nor the Breath of Animals, nor the Im- 
prefiions of Senfation, nor the Poppet-mo- 
tions * of Paflions, are priviledges of any + Becaufe 
great value. To which we may add the they doas 
Inftinc&t of crowding into Herds, together 5 Sr 


i OR : ner | τ" danceMen 
with the Functions of Nywtrition 5 This upon 


Jatter being not unlike a feparating kind Wi. 


of Evacuation. What then is it that you 
count worth your Efteem ἢ Huzza’s and 
Acclamations ? Not at all. Why then you 
mutt not value Harangues and Panegyrick, 
for this is but a Mannerly fort of bawlin 

about a Man. Well: I find Fame and Glo- 
ry won't tempt you, what then is there 
behind worth the having? To govern 
your Motions, and make ufe of your Be- 
img according tothe Intentions of Nature; 
This is the defign of Arts and [mprove- 
ΠΟΥ ment, 


i 


which it wasintended.. This for inftance, 
is the Defign of Vine-dreffers, thofe that 
manage Horfes, and make Dogs ; ‘Their 
bufinefs is ta. make the moft of, things, 
and drivethem upto the top of their Kind, 
And what other view has Learningand, Ἐ- 
ducation, but.to improve the Faculties, 
and fet them,the right way at work ?’Tis 
agreed then the main’ point lies shere: 
compafs but this, and let the World Rub: 
what ? Mutt your Inclinations always run 
Riot, and will you never keep them true 
to one thing ὃ Muft you be, ftill, hanker- 
ing after this Fancy’ and tother ? Why 
then let me tell you, youl always bea 
Slave ,. always in Wants, and Difquiet: 
This Temper will let loofe abundance.of 
uneafy Paffions upon you: ‘Iwill make 
you grow envious, full of Jealoufie, and 
Sufpition, and apt to overreach Thofe © 
who are poflefied of fomething you have ~ 
a mind to, And when ftrong defires; are 
unfatisfied, you'l find your felf mightily 
difturb’d... And this will make you,.mur- 
mur, and grow mutinous again{t the Gads, 
But if you come once to pay ἃ due Regard 
to your Reafou, youl be, pleasd with | 
your felf, ferviceable toSocéety, andCom= 

Σ plyant 
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Οουρῃ Ufage, nor fufped& him afterwards 
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entirely fatisfied..with their Adminiftra- 
tion, is δε δ δε | bagi’ 
_ XVI. The Elements either prefs: up- 
wards, or tumbledownwards, or elfe run 
round in a Circle: But Virtue has none 
of thefe Motions; the is of anobler Kind: 
Her ;Progrefs in Regular Thoughts, | is 
fomewhat unintelligible, but always prof 
REO sliiw fetnoD sdicearrecn bi 
ΧΥΠΙ, What a ftrange Humour there 
is amongi{t fome People? They don’t.care 
to.afford a.Good Word to their Contem- 
poraries, and yet are very) defirous of be- 
ing’ prais‘d by Pofterity: That.is by thofe 
they never faw, nor everwill. have the 
leaft acquaintance. with ;.,Now this 19 al- 
moft,fuch. a Freak, as it would be to be 
difturbed becaufe you, were not Commen- 
Aled by the Generations that lived before 


XIX. Becaufe, you: find a Thing very 
dificult, don’t prefently conclude that no 
Man can matter it. But whatever you ob- 
ferve proper, and practicable by Another , 
believe likewife within your own Power. 
4 KX. If an Avtagonift. in the Circus tears 
our Fleth with his Nails, or Tilts againtt 
us; with his Head; we don’t ufe to cry 
out Foul-play, nor be offended at the 


as 


Mepsrarions, &. or 
plyant with the Gods; That is you'l be 
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as a-dangerous Perfon in Converfation. 
Tis true, when we are atthe Exercife, we 
Guard, and Parees But all this is done 
without raifing ill Blood, or looking up- 
on the Man‘“as’an Enemy. Let us δὲ at 
‘this' rate in the other Inftances of Life: 
When 'we receive a Blow, let us not think 
‘our’ felves in a Battle, but at a Tryal 
“Of Skill. We may Fence as I faid before, 
and manage the Conteft with Caution, 
‘but not with Malice, and Il Will. 
~ “XXXIT. If any one can convince me of an 
Error, I fhall be very glad to change my 
Opinion, for Truth is my Bufinefs ; and 
right Information hurts no body. No: 
He that continues in Ignorance and Mi- 
ftake, ‘tis He that receives the Mifchief. 
XXII. Fill do my Duty, that’s enough. 
As for other Things I fhall ne'er be di- 
{turb’d about them. For if they happen to 
come crofs, “Tis but confidering that They 
are either without Life,or without Reajfoz, 
or without Fudgment, and thus I can eafi- 
ly pafs them over. ὧν , 
XXIIf. As for Brute-Animals, and 
Things undignified with Reafon, ufe them 
Freely, and Boldly, as being of a fuperi- 
or Order your felf. But Treat Men like Be- 
ings of your own kind, andMembersof the — 
fame Society. And in all your Affairs in= Ὁ 
voke the Gods for their Affiftance, — = 
or 
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for the time you are to continue this Re- 
gularity 5 ne‘er trouble your felf whether 
‘tis long or fhort. For three Hours of Life 


* 


_ thus well {pent, will do your Bufinefs. 


XXIV. Alexander the Great and his 


- Groom, when dead, were both upon the - 
~ fame Level : And run the fame Fortune 


of being either fcattered into. Atomes, or 
abforb’d in the Soul of the Uxiverfe. * 
XXV. What abundance of Motions* Se: Book 
there are in the Body, what abundance of *?'* 
Thoughts and Se#/fatioxs in the Mind at 
the fame time? What a vaft number of 
Operations are performed, and how mucla 
Bufinefs is Difpatch’d within us in afingle 
Moment ? He that confiders this, won't 
wonder fo much that infinitely more pro- 
ductions, fhould ftart out together in the 
Univerfe: Or that the Souk of the World 
fhould by once exerting Himfelf look 
over, Actuate, and governthe whole Mafs 
Of Matter.:... Ὁ οἱ big 
XXVI. Suppofe you were asked to fpell 
Antoninus’s Name, would you Hollow 
every Letter in the Company's Ears? Οἱ 
would you return their Paffion, if they 
were Angry ? I conceive you would ra- 
ther go mildly to work, and give them 
the Letters and Syllables as they ftand, 
without Noife. Apply this to greater In- 
{tances, and remember. that al! Duties in 
Mo- 


and Provocation. 


grant it; But then “tis your part to lead 
them out ΟΠ, atid to fhew them their 


the Rambling of Thought, and a Releafe 
from the drudgery about your Carcafs. 
XXIX. Keep up your Spirits for Bufi- 
nefS as long as your Conftitution lafts; for 
it would be afhame if your Mind fhould 
Faulter, andGive In, before your Body. 
XXX. Have a care you han’t too much 
/of an Emperour in you, and that you 
don’t fall into the Liberties and Pride of 
your Predeceflors > Thefe Humours are 
ca- 


4 
: 


eafily learn’d, therefore guard gaint the 


- Infeétion. Be Candid, Sincere,’ and Mo- 


deftly Grave. Let Jufticeand Piety have 
their Share in -your Character ; ‘Let your 
Temper be remarkable for Mildnefs, and 
Goodnature, and be always enterprizing 
and vigorous in your Bufinefs. And in 
fhort ftrive to be juft fuch a Man as Vir- 
tue and Philofophy would make you > 
Worfhip the Gods, and Prote& Mankind. 
This Life is fhort,‘and all the Advantage 
you can get by it,is the Opportunties you 


haveof Adoring Thofe Above,;*and doing* The 
- Good to Thofe Below you.’ Do every “96. 
thing like a Diftiple of Axtoninus, + Imi- + Author 


tate him in the Vigour and Conftancy of 
his''Good. Condu&, in the Equality, 


the ecnerous Ambition he had to be per- 
fec&tly Mafter of his Bufinefs. Farther : 
‘Twas his Way, to difmifs nothing till 
he had look’d through it, and view’d it 


ΟΠ Δ] fides: to bear unreafonable Re- 


monftrances: without’ making’ a return : 
never to be in aHurry : To backward 
in giving encOuftagement to Enformers ; 
He was a great Judge of Men and Man- 
ners: Bnt of no Satyrical and Repri- 
manding Humour : Not at all apt to be 

| Frighted 


| Antoninus 
Sweetnefs and’ Piety of his Temper, the Pius, whe 
Serenity of his Afpedt, the Modefty and Ajoptive 
Unpretendingnefs of his Behaviour, and Father. 
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Frighted, or Surpriz’d: Not too fufpici- 
ous, nor in the leaft over-run with Imper~ 
tinence, arid Conceit : Expence and Fi- 
gure wasnone of his Fancy; Asone might 
eafily perceive, by his Palace, his Furni- 
ture, his Habit, his Eating; and his At-: 
tendance. -Lenity was his Humour, and 
Fatiguing his Delight. He was fo Tem 
porate in his Diet, that he was able to fit 
at the Council Board till Night, without 
withdrawing into anotherRoom ; For the 
Neceflities of Nature never :return’d upon 
him till their ufual time. -He was firm in 
his Friendfhip, and fteady and agreeable 
in the. Manner of fhowing it. He gave 
his Courtiers all the Freedom Imaginable 
to.contradi& him; And was pleafed with 
the Propofal of a better Expedient; than 
his own. Toconclude he was a Religious 
Prince, but on this fide Superftition, pray: 
imitate thefe good Qualities of his, that 
you may have the Satisfaction of them at 
your laftHour. τ, 1 ον τὶ saw ἢ 

XXXI. Roufe and recolleé& your felf: 
and you'l perceive your Trouble lay only 
*TheEm in aScene of Imagination: * And when 
Perour » You are well awaken, Turn the/Tables, 
have made and carry the Contemplation through Lifes 
thisRefle- And then the World ina Dream, and the 
Jip en Wold out on’t, will appear much what 


fome {Π6 fame thing. is sc 
Dream. ἔν. 4 , δ: : 
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XXXII. My Perfon confifts of Soul and 
- Body: To this latter all things are Moral- 
ly indifferent ; the Body being in no con- 
dition to make a diftinion of this kind. 
And as to my Mizd, there’s nothing can 
affect her in the quality of Good or Evil, 
her own Aétions excepted; Now thefe are 
all within her Power : And ofall her 
Aétions fhe is only concern’d with the pre- 
Sent 5 For what’s ρα or to come, fignities 
as much as nothing, and falls under no 

Moral Character. * Akind of 

_ XXKIIT. As Jong as the Hands and Paradox. 

Feet do the work they were made for, 
they move naturally, and witheafe : Thus 
while a Man performs the Functions of his 
Species, and keeps true to his Condition,he 
feels no more weight than what Nature 

Jays upon him. Now that which is not é 


befide the Intentions of Nature, can ne- " 

ver be a real misfortune. i: 
XXXIV. What abundance of fenfual ad 

fatisfaction have Thieves, Catamites, Par- 


ricides , and Ufurpers been poflefied of ? 4 
We may guefs at the quality of Pleafure, | 
by its falling to the fhare of fuch Wretch- 


65 as thefe. Ὕ 

XXXV. Don’t youobferve amongyour . / 

Artificers, tho’ they bear the Contradidti- eect 

} on and Impertinence of the Unskilful, yet Re 

| they won't comply fo far as to be talked am 
Hi out | 


/ 


“565 Book Beautiful Produétions. * Don’t therefore 
ς ~fuppofe them infignificant and unworthy 
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out of their knowledge, or work againft — 
the Rules of their Trade ? And is it not 
a fcandalous bufinefs, that an Architect or 
a Phyfician, fhould have more regard for 
their Profe{fion, then a Maz has for his > 
For His I fay, in which he has the ho- 
nour of the Gods for his Partners. And 
what’s a Man’s Trade fimply confidered as 
a Man ? Why nothing but the ftudy and 
practice of Virtue, and Moral Philofo- 
phy. 

XXXVI. The να Continents of Ez- 
rope and Afra, are but Corners of the Crea- 
tion: The Ocean is but a drop, and 
Mount Athos but a Grain in refpect of the 
Oniverfe : And the prefent inftant of 
Time but a Point to the extent of Eterni- 
ty. Thefe things haveall of them Little, 
Changeable, and Tranfitory Beings: Re- 
member likewife that all things proceed 
from the Soul of the Unxiverfe, either by 
dire, crconfequential Caufality. Thus 
the growling Deformity of a Lyon; the 
Poyfon of Serpents, Thornsand Dirt, and 
whatever feems Catirfe , or Offenfive in 
Nature, {tart out of fomething more No- 
ble, or belongto the Entirenefs of her 
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Fountain from whence all things {pring. |, 
XXXVII. He — 
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XXXVII. He that has taken’a View of 
the prefent Age, has feen as much as if 
he had began with the World, and gone 
to the end on’t 5 for all things are of ἃ 
Kind, and of a Colour. ~~ see A 
XXXVIII. The mutual Dependance all Book o 
things have, and the Relation they ftand 5+. 35. 
in to each other, is worth your frequent 
obfervation : For all the Parts of Matter 
are in fome meafure linked together, and 
interwoven, and for this reafon have a 
natural fimpathy for each other. And 
thus Motion and the Coutinuity of Matter , 
makes one Body confequent, and connett- 
edto another. * » This fe. 
XXXIX. Bring your Wil to your Fate, tion 
and fit your Mind to your Circumftances. > 0% 
And love thofe People heartily, that ’tis sgaint Ε- 
your Fortune to be engaged with. ΡΝ 
XL. Thofe Tools, and Utenfils are {aid οἷ γα νι , 
to beright, when they ferve for the ufes «m. : 
they were made ; Tho’ in this Cafe the 
Artificer that made themis commonly ab- 
fent. But in the Works of Nature, the 
Forming Power is always prefent with the 
Fffe#, and deferves a particular Regard. 
_ From hence you are to conclude that as 
_ long as you behave your felfas this So- 
_ vereign Power directs you, you'l have 
your wifhes in every thing. Indeed ’tis 
this bent of Inclination which makes the 
ΕΒ 2 Gods 
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Gods happy, and gives fatisfaction to the 
Soul of the Oniverfe.. 9 ! 
XLI. If you fuppofe any thing which 
hes out of your command , tobe Good, — 
orEvil; your mifling the one, or falling 
into the other, will unavoidably makeyou 
a Malecontentagainft the Gods, and put 
you upon hating thofe Peeple whom you 
either know or fufpecét tobe inftrumental 
in your Misfortune. Tobe plain; our 
miftake in this. fuppofition, and. purfuing 
Objects above our reach 5 often makes us 
very unreafonable and unjuft. But if we 


_ confine the Notion of Good and Evil to 
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Things in our Power, then all the Mo- 
tives to Complaint, and ill-nature will 
drop off ; then we fhall neither Remon- 
{trate againft Heaven, nor quarrel with 
any Mortal living. 

XLII. All People concur in fome. mea- 
fure to the purpofes of Providence, tho’ 
all are not fenfible of it. . And thusas Ire- 
member, Heraclitus obferves , that thofe 
who are afleep, may be faid to help the 
World forward. In fhort, the grand De- 
fign is carried on by different Hands, and 
different Hearts too. For even he that 
complains, makes head againft his Fate, 
and {trives to pull the Adminiftration in 


pieces, even fuch atefty Mortal as this , 


isufeful in his way: * Confider then how 
| you 
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youare ranged, and whether you have 
joyn'd the Dutiful, orthe difaffected Par- 
ty. For hethat Governs the World, will 
certainly make you good for fomething , 
and prove ferviceable to his Scheme, one 
way or other. Have a care you don’t 
ferve for a Foyl ora Jeft ; and make {ποῖ 
a ridiculous Figure in Nature, as that 
Dozeril didin the Play Chryfippus men- 
tions. 

XLII. Everyone fhould keep to-his Poft, 
and be contented with the Affignments 
of Providence. The Sun never covets the 
properties of a Shower, nor does one God 
interfere with another. Every thing is 
ferviceable in his own Station; and un- 
refembling Caufes unite to advantage in 
the Effe&. Are not the Stars different 
from each other’? And yettheir influen- 
ces agree together upon Sublunary Pro- 
ductions. lo’ | 

XLIV. If the Gods have decreed me 
any thing, they have decreed my advan- 
tase. If not they muft either be miftak- 
enintheir meafures, or unbenevolent in 
their. Defign : Now asthe firft part of this 
Suppofition is abfur'd, fo the latter is in- 
comprehenfible. For to what *purpofe 
fhould they intend*me any harm >? What 
would themfelves, or theit Usiver/e get 
by it? But granting they have made no 

ENG ΕἸ 3 parti- 
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ee | particular provifion for me, yet fince their — 
a” Government of the World is not difputed, 
ΕΝ the confequence will be much the ne 2 


For this way. my affairs will be compre- : 
hended, and fall within the compafs of 


. ἊΝ their eeneral Providence, and why. then 
Ba fhould Inotbe contented with whatever 
aa happens ? To put the Cafe farther. Sup- 


pofe the Gods take care of nothing,which 
: : by the way we mutt reckon a {candalous O- 
ἣ pinion; or elfe “twill be high time to 
' leave of the common Solemnities of Sacri- 
ficing, Prayers and Religious Swearing : 
4 . es 
if things lye thus; why all this Superftiti- 
: ous trouble in thefe, and many other in- 
{tances ? To what purpofe fhould we be- 
Pe have our felves as if we were in the very 
| Court and Company of Heaven ? Howe- 
: ver fince a fuppofition implies nothing of 
reality, let it pafs for once: If the Gods 
therefore will take care of noneof us, ’tis 
certainly Lawful for me to take care of 
my felf. Now ’tis my Right to ftate the 
3 Notion of my own Convenience , and 
; whatis that? Why. that’s convenient for 
every one, which fuits his Nature, and 
his Species : Now my Nature has Reafon, 
Soctabie Principles, and publick Inclina- 
tion in't: By conmfequence the Intereft of 
my Country mult bemy own. Take me 
chen under the particular Diftin@ion of 
Ann 
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Country ; but confider me as a Man in 
general, and I belong to the Corporation 
of the World. That therefore, and only 
that, whichis ferviceable to both thefe 
Societies, is an advantage to me. 
XLV. Whatever happens to particu- 
lars, is ferviceable to the Uvxiverfe, that 
Thought might fatisfie. Butwecan car- 
ry the Reafons for Acquiefcence: farther. 
For upon Obfervation you will perceive 
that what is profitable toone Man, is in 
fome meafure for the Ivtereft of the ret. 
And here i take the word Proft ; in the 
fence of common acceptation, and not on 
the Language of the Stoicks. * a 
XLVI.) You may remember ata Play , igs, ¢ 
or fuch refembling Diverfions, coming o- ‘teem’d 
verand over with the fame thing, tires 077". 
the Sence, and extinguifhes the Pleafure. δον νας 
Remove this Contemplation into Life : 74 4°. 
: eity, tho 
For here all things comes round; And δὲ the 
bring the fame Caufes and Appearances ‘me time 
a long with them, . How long then will πὰ ae 
it be before you are cloyed with thefe things to 
Repetions ? be uleful. 
XLVI, Confider with your felf, that 
People of all Conditions, Profeflions and 
-Countrys, -arefored to Dye: Caft your 
Eyes uponwhat fort of Mortals you pleate, 
and youlofind them go the way of all 
| H -4 Flcfh. 
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Flefh. And we πῇ take our turn too ~ 
withthe reft, and remove to the fame 
place whither fo many famous Orators, 
and Philofophers , Generals, Princes, and 
Heroes have fhewn us the way. Thofe 
great Sages Heraclitus, Pythagoras, and So- 
crates 3 Thofe Celebrated Mathematicians 
Eudoxus, Hipparchus, and Archimedes, had 
no privilege , or protecfion again{t Fate. 
Not to mention a great many other extra- 
ordinary Genius’s ; Perfons of Induftry, 
Reach, and Spirit: They are all gone. 
Even thofe Buffoons, who like Menippwe — 
were always Flouting, and Fleering at — 
Mankind, tho’ they lived in Jeft , they 
dyedin Earneft. Remember they are all 
in their Graves: And where’s the harm 
of all this? Nay what are thofethe worfe 
fort, that have not fomuch as left their 
own Names behind them? In a word. 
There’s only one thing here worth the 
minding ; And that is, not to imitate the 
Degeneracy of Mortals : But τὸ δ6 True , 
Honeft, and Good-natur’d, even amongft 
Knaves, and Sharpers. | | 
XLVIII. When you have a mind to di- 
vert your Fancy, confider the good Qua- 
lities of your Acquaintance. As the en- 
terprizing Vigour of this Man, ‘the Mo- 
defty of another , the Liberality’ of a 
Third, and fo on For thete’s — 
O 


|. be always ready, and at hand. 356. 
XLIX. You are not Angry becaufé you . 
weigh fo light in the Scale; and: don’t ἢ 
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} fo Entertaing asa lively \Image of the 
Virtues, and Advantages of thofe we Con- 
 -werfe with. Let fuch an Idea theréfore 


- 


Ride Forty Stone : Why then fhould you 
be diffatisfied becaufe your Life is not 
drawn out to an unufual, and extraordina- 
ty Period » You oughtto be no more Co- 
witous of Time, than you are of Bulk, but 
becontented with the common Allow- 
ance. ; 

L.. Τίς good to try to bring People toa 
right underftanding of the Cafe; but if 
they grow ‘troublefome, be govern’d by 
your own Confcience, and never askany 
bodies leave to be Honeft-Ef there comesa 
force upon you, and ftops your ProgrefS, 
difengage and be eafy, and make a Virtue 
of Neceffity. Remember that you under- 
took the Bufinefs, upon the condition. of 
its being Feafible , and ner’e pretended to 
grafp at Impoffibilities. What was it then 
you aim'd at ἡ Why to do your beft, .and 
fecure your Reafon. Right! And this may 
_ beveffectually done , tho’ the Enterprize 
fhould happen to mifcarry. re 
ΟΣ LL The Ambitious Perfon Lodges 
_ his HappinefSin the Fancy of another: 
| The Voluptuary Admires at Home, πὰ 
By OF cyst fy »~ keeps 
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keeps within the reach of his Senfes; but © 
a Man. of underftanding depends upon 
himfelf,, and makes Action, and not Ap- — 
petite his Pleafure. YS 
~ LY. We are at liberty not. to mifenter- 
pret any Accident, and by confequenc: 
may be free from Difturbance: Things 
have no fuch powerover Thoughts, astc 
make us of what Judgment they pleafe; 
ἘΠῚ. Accuftom your felf to attend fo 
what is Difeours'd; and as far as. you 
can, getinto the Soul of him that fpeaks. 
LIV. That which is not for the In- 
tereft of the whole Swarm, is not for th 
Intereft of a fingle Bee. ὁ Ὁ 411 
LV.. If the Patient railsat:the Dottor; — 
or the Crew at the Mafter of the Veffel, — 
whowillthey mind, or what good is to — 
berdone upon them? Or which way can © 


either Health, or a good Voyage be ex- — 


pected > | 
LVI. How many People that came in- 
to the World with me, are gone out of it © 
already ? af ite 
LVII. Honey tafts bitter to fuch as are — 
troubled with an overflowing of the Gall, 
and: People bitten by a Mad Dog; ,aré | 
frighted at the fight of Water: Andonthe 
other hand, a little Ballis.a curious thing 
to aChild. This confidér’d; why fhould 
you be angry with any one?; Can you: Ir 
{93 magine 
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_ magine that Error and Ignorance has lefs 

_ force upon the Mind, than a little Gall, 

_ or Venomeupon the Body Κ᾿ 
LVI. Asno body can rob you of the 

_ privileges of your Nature, or force you 

tolive Counterto your Reafon, fo nothing 

can happento you but what comes from 

Providence, and confifts with the Intereft .. τ οι 

of the Uxiverfe. * 5. Se, 8. 
LIX. Confider with your, felf , what 

fort of People your Men of Popularity mutt 

couft, what fcandalous Submitlions they 

are Obliged too, and what poor returns 

they have for their pains ? And then how 

foon Death, and Oblivion fweep all be- 

fore them. 
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‘7H A T is Vice, and Wickednefs > 
Ὁ No Rarity you may depend on’t, 
When you are in danger of being Shock’d, 
confider that the fight is nothing but what 
you have frequently feen already. Tobe 
brief, Men and Manners are generally 
much what alike. All Ages and Hiftories, 
Towns, and Families; are of the fame 
Complexion ; and full of the fame Sto- 
ries: There’s nothing new to be met with; 
 butall things are common, and quickly o- 
hy Et, | II, Opi-_ 
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: II. Opinions, whether right or wrong, — 
| can never be pull'd out of your head, un- — 
‘ lefs the Grounds, and Reafons of them 
; are firft remov'd. ’Tis your Intereft there- 
foreto awaken your Memory, and refrefh 
thofe Notions which. are Serviceable, and 
well examin’d. For the purpofe:. you 
may fay to your felf, ’tisin my power to 
- form a right Judgment upon the prefentE- 
mergency; And why then fhould 1 be 
difturb'd atit? For nothing that does not 
enter my Mind, and get withix me,can hurt 
me. Holdtothis, and youare fafe. Come, — 
Tletell youa way how you may live your — 
| Time over again: Do but recollect, and — 
᾿ review what you have feen already, and 
: the work is done. 
1Π. Gazing after Triumphs, and Ca- 
valcades ; the Diverfions of the Stage- — 
Farms well ftock’d with Flocks and Herdss _ 
contefts for Victory in the Field; Thefe © 


are the little Pleafures, and concerns of — 
be Mortals. Would you have a farther Il- — 
Ὶ int laftration, and fee an Image of them elfe- — 


ἃ where ? Fancy then that you faw ἔσο 
| or three Whelps quarrelling about a Bone; 
Fifhes ferambling fora Bait, Pifmires’in © 
apeck of troubles about the Carriage@ofa — 
Grain of Wheat ; Mice’ frighted: ontcof — 
their Wits, and fcouring crofs the Room; 
Poppets danced upoma Wire, ec, το 
ater 


after all, tho’ Humane Life is but ordina- 
_ ry, and trifling, a Wife Man muft be eafie 
_ and Good-humour'd, and not grow Sple- 
᾿ς netick, or Haughty upon the Contempla- 
_ tion. Remembring notwithftanding, that 
the true Bulk and Bignefs of a Man, is to 
be meafur’d by the fize of his Bufinefs,and 
the Quality of his Inclinations. 

IV. Don'tlet either Difcourfe, or A&i- 
on pafS unobferved, attend tethe Sence 
_ and Signification of the one, and to the 
Tendency and Defign of the other. 

V. AmI fufficiently qualify’d for this 
Bufinefs or not? If Iam, Ple make ufe 
of my Talent as given me by Heaven for 
that purpofe. If I am not, ile either let 
it alone, and Refign it to a better Capa- 
city, or elfe rledo what I can, Tle give 
my Advice, and put the executing Part 
into an AblerHand ; And thus by look- 
ing out for help , the Juncture may be 
nick’d, and the General Intereft fecur'd. 
For whatfoever 1 Ac& either by my felf, 
or in ConxjunGion with another, Iam al- 
waystoaim atthe advantageof the Com- 
munity. 

VI. How many Famous Men are dropt 
out of Hiftory, and forgotten ? And how 
many Poets and Panegyrifts, that pro- 
mifed to keep up other Peoples Names , 
_ have loft their own ? 

VII. Never 


Marcus ANTOoNrNus’s 
VII. Never be afham’d of Affiftance: 
Like a Centinel at the Storming of a 
Town, your bufinefs is to mantain your 
Poft, and execute your Orders. Now ~ 
fuppofe you happen to be Lame at an Af 
fault, and can’t mount the Breach upon 
your own Feet , won't you fuffer your 
Comrade to help you ? ζ 
VIII. Be not difturb’d about the Fu- 
ture; forif ever you come to it, you'l 
have the fame Reafon for your Guide, 
and Protection, which preferves you at 
prefent. | 
ο ΙΧ, All parts of the Oziverfe are Inter- 
“woven, and Tyed together. And noone 
thing is Foreign, or Unrelated to ano- 
ther. This general Connexion, gives 
Unity, and Ornament to the World. For 
the World, take it altogether, is but One: 
There's but one fort of Matter to make it 
of, one God to govern it, and one Law 
toguide it: For run through the whole 
Sytem of Rational Beings, and youl find 
Reafon, and Truth, is but fingle, andthe 
fame. And thus Beings of the fame kind, 
and endued with the fame Reafon, are 
made happy by the fame Exercifes of 
If. , | 
X. All Compofitions of Matter fly off — 
apace to the Common Stock, and Recep- 
tacle: Spirits are quickly {wallow’d up a 
the | 
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7 the Soul of the Univerfe, * and fo. is Me-*SeeBook = 
ον, and Fame, in the Gulph of Time. ἦναι. 
ΟΠ ΧΙ, With Rational Beings Nature, and 
Reafon is the fame thing. By confequence 
to ac according to the one, muft be to 
a& according to the other. iq 
XII. Either ftand upright upon your % 
own Legs, orlet another fupport you. 
XIII. Does Continuity and Connexion 
create Sympathy and Relation , in the 
Parts of the Body >? Why Refemblance, 
and as one may fay, Confanguinity of 
Nature, doesthe fame thing among Ra- 
tional Beings; For tho’ they are not 
tack’d together by Extexfion, and Union | 
of Place - They feem all made to coope- e 
rate with eachother. This Thought will 
bemoreIntelligible and Affecting, if you 
frequently confider your felf as a Member 
of the Rational Syftem 9 But if you reckon 
your felf only a Part, this Relation will 
prove too weak for a Principle of Action. 
This Remoter Notion won't Cherifh good 
Natureenough, nor carry it to a Juft Im- 
provement. You won't love Mankind fo 
heartily as you fhould do: Under this 
Perfwafion; a generous Action will ne’re 
Delight and Regale you: youldoa good 
Office meerly for Fafhion and Decency , 
: δ: not asif was really a kindnefs to your 
‘fel 


* 


XIV. Let 
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“XIV. Let Accidents happen to fuch as — 

are liable to the Impreflion, and thofe 

that feel Misfortune, may complain of it 

if they pleafe. As for me, let what will — 
; come, Ican receive no Damage by it, nn- 
lefs 1 thinkit a Calamity and ‘tis in my 

; power to thinkit none, if I have a mind — 

a : toit. | 

| XV. Let Peoples Tongues, and Actions — 

be what they will, my bufinefs is to keep 

| my Road, and be Honeft. And make — 

R the fame Speech to my felf, that a piece — 

τὰ of Gold, or an Emrald fhould, if they — 

Ree | had Senfe and Language : Let the World © 

talk and take their Method, I fhan’t mind 

it, but fparkle and fhine on, and be true — 

tomy Species, and my Colour. | 

XVI. Does not the Mind give the Man — 

the Difturbance ?Does fhe not bring Fears, — 

and Fits of the Spleen upon her felf ? Let — 

any other Body try todifquiet her ifthey | 

can; When they have done their worft, © 

tis in her power ro prevent the Impreffi- — 

: on. And as for this {mall Carcafe, let it Ὁ 

: Complain, and Feel, and be Frighted, if 

it know, how. ‘Tis true the Soul is the 

Seat and Principle of Thought, and by 

confequence of Paffion, and Pain; How- 

ever this Paffive Capacity will do noharm, — 

ida old unlefs you throw her into Fancies, and 

vlog. Fears about it: * For the Mind is in her 

: own 
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own Nature felf-fufficient, and ‘muft cre- 
ate her wants before fhe ve feel ont Re A Seis 
_ This priviledge makes her Impregnable ,«7/ Piece 
and Move Reftraine 3 ‘unlefs fhe Peazes ett | 
and puts Fetters upon her felf. 
XVII. What is HappinefS but wife 
Thinking , or a Mind rightly ‘difpos’d > 
Why then does Fancy * break in and di- * That is 
fturb the Scene? Be'gone! Tle have no- Vulear o- 
: : ᾿- ; ~~ Pinon 
thing to do with the Impoftures of) Ima= concern: 
gination! However fince they have Cu- ing Good 
Ἶ Ἶ eves and Evil: 
{tom to plead in their Excufe, let ‘them yow αἱ 
withdraw, and le forgive them. ' People 
XVIIL. Is any one afraid of Diffolu- ken 
tion and Change ὃ [ would gladly know wrh che 
what can be done without it? Tf the Set ex 
Courfe of Nature, andthe method of the Piha 
Oniverfé, won't reconcile us to the Ex- 
pectation, we are fomewhat unreafonable. 
Pray muft not your Wood be turn’d intoa 
Coal, before your Bath canbe ready for 
you? Muft not your Meat be changed in 
your Stomack to make it fit to Nourith 
you ? Indeed what part of Life or Con- 
‘venience can go forward without Altera- 
tion? Now inall likelyhood a Revolution 
in your CatcafS, and Condition, may be 
as ferviceable to the World in general, as 
thofe Alterations abovementiond ate to 
you. ἔνι 


i XTX. All 
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ke AB particular, Bodies, are mee j 
ty Diffolved, and Hurried throug hithe © 
Uxiverfal Mafs,, where. at laft. pit incor- "ἢ 

porate , grow ferviceable-,and become 
afort of Limbs to the. World. ‘How ma- 
ny fuch eminent Sages, as Chry/ippus, ‘So- 
crates, and Epietws-, have funk'in the 
Gulph of Time ? Andthe fame Refledion | 
will hold good concerning any other rap 
fon, or Thing whatfoever. 

XX. I am ” only folicitous about one 
Things And that is, left 1 fhould not 
Ac up to the Nature, "and Dignity of a 
Man’; Left I fhould fail in fome of the 
Circumftances of myDuty ; and mifmanage 
either in the Matter, Manner, or Time οἵ 
doing it. : 

XXL. ‘Twill not ube long ῥοῶν you 
will have forgotten all the World; and in 
a little time, to be even, all the World 
will forget you too. 

XXII. Tis the priviledge of Humane 
Natureabove Brutes, to love thofe that 
difoblige us; To practice with Eafe and © 
Inclination, you mn{t confider, that the 
Offending Party i is of Kinto you, that Ig- 
norance 25 the caufe of the Misbehaviour; 
that the Will, and the Fault feldem go to- 
gether, '* that youl both of you quickly — 


farther ex- be in your Graves ; but efpecially confi-— 


Ne 
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der that you have received no harm by | 
the — 


' 
» 
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there can be no Damages done. 


| him{elf towards you, immediately bethink 
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the Injury : For if your Reafon is un- 
touch’d, and your Mind πεῖς the worfe, 


XXIII. God, or the Spirit of Nature , 
works the Mafs of Matier like Wax. Now 
for the purpofe, Ἐ5.4-. Horfe ; foon after 
youl have it melted down, and Run in- 
to the Figure of aTree ; And. from this 
Form ‘tis poffible it may remove into the 
Flefh and Bones of a Man; or what you 
pleafe.... And ’tis but a little while that 
‘ts fixt in one Species. Now a Trunk feels 
no more pain by being knocked in peices, 
than when it was firft put together. * “ΤΕ τς. 
XXIV. A four gruff look is very unna- milicude 
tural, and to put iton often will make it brovgh: 
fettle: and deftroy the Beauty, and Plea- ΣῊΝ 
fantnefs of the Afpect ἕο that degree, that Minds tn- 
‘tis never to be recovered: From whence 5-?°* 


ance on 


you may conclude ita foolifh cuftom. the Bod y; 
XXV. *Tishigh time for thofe People ἀγενῆ. 


to Dye, that have out-lived the Sence of dox. 
their own Mifdemeanours. 

XXVI. That Bezzg which governs Na- 
ture, will quickly change the prefent Face 
ont. One thing will be made out of ano- 
ther, by frequent Revolutions; And thus 
the World will be always coming new 
out of the Mint. 

XXVIII. When any one misbehaves 


2 your 


ἘΣ > * 8 
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Marcus ANToNINU: : 
your felf what Notions he Ha’ ‘concern- 
ing Advantage and uel Ca : When 
you have found out this, you πα, 
and neither be angry, nor farprifed at τε 
Matter. It may be upon enquiry, you 
may find ‘your Opinions upon thefe points 
much the fame, and then you ought to © 
pardon him; for you would have done 
the {ame thing your felf upon the fame 
Occafion. But if your Notions of Good 
and Hud, are different, and more juft 
than his, then your Paflion will yield to © 
your Good Nature, and you'l eafily bear | 
_ with his’ Ignorance. | 

XXVIN. Don't let your Head run up- | 
on that which is none of your own. But | 
pick out fome of the beft of your Circum- 
frances , and confider , how eagerly you 
would with forthem,were they notin your | 
pofleflion ; but then you muft take careto 
keep your fatisfaétion within compafs, 
for fear it fhould catry you too far, 
make you over-value the Objet, and be 
difturb’d at the lofs of it. | 

XXIX. Fortifie at home, and rely up-- 
on your felf. For a Rational Mind is born 
to the priviledge of Independance. . Ho-- 
nefty, and the Inward na confequent 
toit, is enough in all Confcience, tomake 
you Happy. reer. 
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a Machine of you.Confine your Care to the |” 
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XXX. Rub out the Colours of Iwagiva- 
tion ; * Don't fuffer your Paffions to make “See εξ. 


prefent 5. * Look through the Quality, and “Ses Bock 


prefs into the Nature of that which hap- 2 nr im 


pens either to your felf, or another. Di- 
{tinguifh the parts of your Subjeé& , and 

divide them into Matter and Form, and 

into Body, and Spirit * when they have ‘Sec Boo’ 
them : ‘Think upon your Laft Hour; and 4°“ τ" 
don’t trouble your felf about other Peo- 

ples Faults, but leave them with thofe 

that muft anfwer for them. 

XXXI. When you hear a Difcourfe , 
make your Underftanding keep pace with 
it, and reach as far as you can into thofe 
Things which fall under your Obfer- 
vation. 

XXXII. Would you fet off your Per- 
fon, andrecommend your felf ? Let it be 
done by Simplicity and Candour, by Mo- 
defty of Behaviour, and by Indifference 
to External Advantages : Love Mankind , 
and refign to Providence: For as the Poet 
obferves, All things are under Law, and 
Superiour Diredion. And what if the Ε- 
lements only had their Courfe chalk’d out, 
and their Motions prefcribed them ? But 
we may carry the conclufion farther. For 
there are at the moft but very few things 
in the Worid  perfe&ly turn’d over to 


Ἱ ~Chance and Liberty. [ 3 AX AIL. 
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XXXII. Let Death make Atomes, or 
Vacuum of me, or what you pleafe, ‘ewill 
come to this upfhot at laft; “Twill either 
extinguifh my Being, or Tranflatg me to 
another State. 

XXXIV. As for Pain, if ἘΠ intolerable 
the extremity will deftroy it felf, and 
quickly difpatch you: Ifit ftays long 
you'l be big enough to grapple with it 
Your Mind in the mean time will fave her 
{elf bythe {trength of Thought, keep un- 
difturb’d, and ΠΝ nothing. * And for 
your Limbs that lye under the Execution, 
if they can complain; and make out any 
thing, let them do it. 

XXXV. To moderate your Ambition 
about Fame, confider the Generality of 
the People that are to commend, and take 
notice of you ; How Infignificant they 
ate 3 and how little in their Purfuits, and 
Averfions? Confider, alfo that »as one 
Heap of Sand thrown upon another 
covers the Firft, fo it happens in the 
bufinefs of Fame, Ἂ new Glory eclipfes 
an old one; andthe later Age is a fortof 
an Ex tinguither to the former. 

XXXVI. A faying of Plato. * “ Hethat 
‘has raifed hisMind ‘toa due pitch ofGreat- 
“ nefs, that has look’d through the World 


“ from one end to the other, andcarried ὦ 


‘his View throughthe whole extent of ἢ 
“< Matter ὦ 


| 
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 “gepand’ Time, do youimaginefuch aone | 
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“‘ will think Humane Life any great bu- 
“* finefs-? Not at all ; ( fays tother Man 
“in the Dialogue :.) what then? Will 
the fearof Death afflict him? Far from 
τ, ᾿ 
XXXVII. There’s a great deal of Truth 
in that fentence of Avtifhtenes, “ That tis 
“the Fate of Princes to be ill fpoken of 
“ for their Good Deeds. 

XXXVIII. “Tis a fhame that a Man 
fhould not be Matter of his Mind, as 
well as of his Countenance. That his 
Will fhould be ftronger for his Looks than 
for his Thoughts 5 -prefcribe what Air he 
pleafes to the firft, and let the other lye 
Mutinous, and Ungovernable. 

XXXIX. ‘Tis το πὸ purpdfe to fall out 
with Accidents, and Things, for they dont 


care a Farthing fort. * * Enrip- 
XL. Manage: your felf with that Ad- yeti 


vantage y that Ϊ: and the God's £00, ay Emperour 


hie’ pleafire and fatisfation in your Con- canis 


fome Sen- 


dud. * | IO” fom Sen 
XLI. Fate Mows down Life like Corn, this the Poets 
Mortal falls 5 And t other fiands Aehilé, ® Ἰλτο his 


ς Νὴ 3 Common 

ΧΕΙ. Is my Family firuck out of Provt- placctook 

3 , *T ἃς 

dence, and do the God's forget me? If it be ice an 
fo, they have reafon for their necled. intended 

XLII. Virtue and Happinefs, 1s a Pre- ἴοι visSon 

{ J Commods, 
fent Ican make my felf. _ + Eurip. 
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eae. Not too much are ar. i Ἷ 
Peoples forrow 3, And keep your Paflions from 
all kinds of Tranfport; and Excefs. 
 KLV., More..of ‘Plato's: ‘Sentenecs: * 

“ To fuch a one I fhould returnithis very 
“ reafonable Anfwer. Heark ye Friend», 


CG 


you are mightlly out, if you /think a 
Man that’s good for any thing, is.either 
afraid of Living, or Dying. No »His 
concernis only to bring his A@ions to 
“ the Teft,.to fecure his Practice , and 
“ ftand clear of Knavery , and, Misbe- 
behaviour. | 
XLVI.. Plato again: * “ Gentlemen, in 
my opinion, when a Man is fatisfied 
<< with his own choice, or put into a Poft 
“< by his Superiours , his bufinefS is to 
“ ftand Buff againft Danger and Death , 
“and fear nothing but Difgrace and 
« Cowardize. 

XLVII. Plato once more.---- * “ With 
“ your favour Sir, “Tis not always the 
‘* part of Virtue and Bravery, to preferve 
“ either your own Life, or your Neigh- 
“ bours. He that’s a Man in good earn- 
“* eft, muft not be fo mean as'to whiné 
“ΤΟΥ Life, and grafp intemperately at 
*< Old Age : Let him leave this point to 
“ Providence. The Women in the Nur- 
“ fery can tell him; that. we miutft go, 
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** when our time is come., His Duty 18 
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a “to, confider , how he may make the 
 * moft of his Life, and fpend what there 
“1510 the beft advantage. : 
 . KEVIEL Let the Tranfmutation and 
fhuffiing of the Elements be frequently 
the Subject of your Meditation: Confider 
the Courfe of the Stars as if you were driv- 
ing throughthe Sky, and kept them Com- 
panys. Such. ‘Contemplations 845. thefe 
brighten theSoul,:‘and {cour off the Ruft 
cofitratted by coriverfing here Below. 
XLIX. ’Tis ahandfome faying, that οὗ 
— Plato's : “ That. when we-confider the 
“ State and Condition of) Mankind:, we 
‘* fhould place our Imagination upon fome 
᾿ς “ lofty Pyramid, or Obfervatoire; and from 
“ thence take a Profpect of theWorld, and 
“* look it overas it-were at one View. Here 
_ “we may feehow: Mortals. are. drawn up 
᾿ς “Into Towns,and Armies in one place, and 
“¢ difpers'd forHusbandry in another ! Here 
“are abundance of Things to be feento- 
 “ gether, Marriage and Confederacy treat- 
“ed by Nations and Families, Births and 
“ Burials,Feafting and Jolity at one Houfe, 
“and allin Tears. at another. Here they 
“are ina mighty Hurry at the Bar, and 
“ there up to the Ears in Trading and 
“Merchandize. _Towardsthe end of the 
“ profpect, it may be you may feea great 
“ deal ofBarren, and Uninhabitable Wil- 
“ dernefg, 
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“ ἀεγπείβ, with variety .of Barbatous ; 


Eurip. 


| Chryfip. 


* Eurip. 


“* People ‘beyond it. Take it altogether, 
“ *tis a ftrange medly of Bufinefs, Humour, — 
“and Condition ; And yet if yeu confi- 
“ der it throu hly, you will find the Di- 
“verfity and Difagreement of the parts, 
“« contribute to the Beauty of the whole, ἡ 

L. By looking back into Hiftory, and 
confidering’ the Fate and Revolutions: of 
Government, you willbe able to drawa 
Guefs, and ‘almoft Prophecy upon the Fu- 
ture. For things Paft, Prefent , and to 
Come, are ftrangely Uniform, and ‘ofa Co- 
lour 5 and are commonly caft in the fame 
Mould. So that upon the Matter, Forty 
years of Humane Life, may ferve for a 
Sample of Ten Thoufand. 

LI. What's fprung from Earth, diffolves 
to Earth again. And Heaven bora Leng fy 
to their Native Seat. * 

_ If the Matter does not: ftand thus either 

the Atomes will be untwifted, or the E- 
lements {catter’d into infenfibility. 
LIL. Wee feed our felves up for long Life 
with a great deal of Care and Expence; But 
alafs ! Fate will find us out, and sbeeiehe 
Gods give the Sign, we »"; Embark, tho’ 
never fo unwilling. * 

1Π. Can i: Man Ride, or Fence, 
better than you ? it may be fo. But tho’ 
you may fall fhort.in your Exerc#es, let _ 

Σ no 


ee 
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no Body out-do'you in Virtue and: Beha- 
viour. Let no»Body be more Liberal,and 
Modeft,more Refign’d, and Forgiving than 
your felf. 1 jifiw 

_ LIV. As tong as a Man can make δ οὗ 
his Reafon,; and A& in concert with the 
God’s,' he needs not queftion the Event, 
There:can be no grounds to fufpec& Mif- 
fortune, provided you. ftick clofe to Na- 
ture, and manage within the Character of 
your condition. Ἴ9) 

LV. ’Tis always, and every where in 
your power, to refign το ἘΠ: God's, to 
be juftto Mankind ; And to examine eve- 
ry Object with that Nicety, as never to 
be impos’d on. Bas Sri 
» LVI. Ne’re make any rambling enqui- 

ries after other Peoples Thoughts, but : 
Jook directly at the Mark which -Naturé 
hasfet you.NatureI fay,either that of t he 
Oziverfe,* or your own: The firft ‘leads * The Na. 
you to fubmiffion to Providence; The κώλοις 
latter to act as becomes’ you. Now ‘that is God in 
which is fuitable to the Frame and Con- a mp" 
ftitution of things, is what becomes them. thesraicks. 
Tobe more particular: The reft of the 

World is defign’d for the Service of Ratio- 

nal Beings, in confequence of this general 
Appointment, by which the lower order 

of Things, are made for the ufe of the 

more Noble. And, Rational Creatures, 
151 ftanding 
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ftanding all upon a Level, are defign’d for — 
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the advantage of each other. Now a 
Beneficent and Sociable Temper, is that 
which Humane Nature was principally in- 
tended for: Fhe next Thing defign’d in 
our Being, is to be proof againft corpo- 
real Impreflions, It being the peculiar pri- 
viledge of Reafonto move within her felf, 
to fortifie againft an Affault, and not fuf- 
fer Sexfation, or Paffion, to break in upon 
her. Forthefe are both of Avimal, and 
inferiour Quality. But the Oxderftand- 
ing part, claims a right to Govern, and 
wont bend to Matter, and Appetite ; And 
good reafon for’t, fince fhe was born to 
command and make ufe of them. The 
third main Requifite in a Rational Being, 
is to fecure the Aféxt from Rathnefs, and 
Miftake. Let your Mind but compafs thefe 
points, and ftick to them, and then fhe is 
eee of every thing which belongs to 

er. 

LVII. We ought to fpend the Remain- 
der of our Life as if twas more than we 
expected, and lent us on purpofe for wifer 
Management. 

LVIII. Let your Fate be your Inclina- 
tion, for there’s nothing more reafonable 
and prudential. πον 
~ LIX. When any Accident happens, call 
to mind Thofe who have formerly gue 
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under the fate Circumftances, how full 


of Surprize, Complaint, anid Trouble they 
were about the matter: And where are 
They now ? ‘They ate gone, theit Mur- 
muring could ‘not make them Immiortal. 
To what purpofe thould you imitate their 
Beliaviour: Can't you leavé foreign Hu- 
mours and Things, to their own Mifman- 
agement and BiafS? Your bufinefS is only 
to mind your Condué&, and give a Tum 
of Advantage to the Emergency. Now 
you may be the better fot the Misfortnne, , 
if you will but take cate, anddo nothing 


but what is watrantable. Always remem--° 


bring, that Accidents ate’ indifferent Th 
theinfelves, and only good): 6r bad fer 
us, accordingly as we ufe them. tos 
LX. Look Inwards, and turn ever your 
felf; For you have a lafting Mine of Hap- . 
pinefs at home, if you will but Dig fort. 
LXI. Take care that your Motions and 
Geftures may be Grave, and Compos’d = 
For the fame Air of Senfé and Decency, 
Which the Mind can put inte the Face, 
ought to be vifible through the whole 
Body : But then all this ‘muft be done 
Without the leaft Affettation. =~ 
ΧΙ. The right Knack of -Living, re- 
fembles Wraftling more than Dancing : 
For here a Man does not know his Move- 
ment, and his Meafures beforehand : No, 
rs He 
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‘Heis oblig ‘d.to ftand {trong againft Chance, 
.and fecure himfelf as occafion hall offer: 
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LXIU. Well! It feems youdefireto be © 
commended.:, But what fort of People are 
They that-muft do you thisKindnefs, and 


-how are their Underftandings F urnifh’d > 
Truly. if you.do but confi derthe Size of 
_their Senfe;and-the diferder ef their Paf- 
fions, you'l. ‘pity, their ignorant Misbeha- 
‘viour,, and<not care 8. ruth for their-Ap- 
probation... 


LXIV. ‘Tis, a faying of Plato’ s, * that 


Ho Body. miffes Truth. by. their Good-will. 


The fame may be faid with reference to 


Honefty; Sobriety, Good Nature, and. the 
dike: Be-particularly careful to remember 


this Hint, for ‘twill help to {weeten your 
-Fempers cays | 
LXV. When you lye under any Corpo- 
ral Affliction, ‘let this Lenitive beat hand 
to relieve you: That there is no Scandal 
in, Pain, That the Soveraign Part of your 
Mind is ne‘er the worfe for it. For how 
can fhe fuffer, unlefs her Effence, or her 
Benevolence were impair'd? Befides, Epi- 
curuss Maxim will help to fupport you 
under moft Pains; For as he obferyes, 
They will either-be Tolerable, or quickly over. 
But then you: muft keep your Notions — 
Tight, and not run into the common Opi- Ὁ 


nion about them. * And here you muft . 
re- 
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long to the Nature of Pain. Such as Nod- 


ding, when one would be awake, Brosl- 


ing in the Heat of theSunjand Naufeating 
fome part of/our' Diet. Now when you 
you find your felf Fret, and grow difturb’d 
at thefe Things; take notice that you are 
catch'd Napping ; and that Paz has got- 
ten the Better of γοῦ. =». 
_LXVI. Don’t return the Temper of ΠΕ 
natur'd People upon themfelves, nor treat 
them as they do the reft of Mankind. 
LXVII.. Which way are we to conclude 
that. Socrates was a better-Man in Virtue 
and Temper, than Telangesi* To make 
out this, ‘tis not enough to! fay, that be 
difputed better, and died),Bolder. The 
Aufterity and Difcipline of his Life; his 
Bravery in flighting the Orders of the 
Thirty Tyrants, and refufing to apprehend 
an’ Innocent Perfon*; The Gravity and 
Greatnefs in his Mien and Motion: (Tho 
the truth of this laft particular may be 


queftion’d :) All this Glitter won’t make 
the Charaéter fhine out.. To prove the 


point, we muft examine what fort of Soul 
‘Socrates carried about him: Could he be 
contented with the Con{cience of an Ho- 
nett and a Pious Man ? Did he not Fret 
and. Fume to/no purpofe at the Knavery, 

and 


remember, that there are many more Sez- 
_ fations than we are aware of, ;which be- 
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and WickednefS of the Age?! Was he'go: — 
vern'd by no Bodies Ignorance?’ Did he. } 
never queftion the Equity/of Providence, — 
erow furpriz’d at his hard Fortune, and 
fink under the Weight of it? Toconchide, 
Did he keep Pain and Pleafure at a due 
diftance, and not dip his Soul too deep 
in his Senfes ὃ Thefe Marks are the only 
Tet of a Great Mans and ‘tisto no pir 
pofe to pretend to that Chara&er with- 
out them. ~ pk, 
LXVIII. Nature has not wrought your — 
Compofition fo clofe, as to deftroy ‘the — 
propertys of Matter, and Spirit: No,the — 
Mind isin a condition to diftinguifh her — 
Faculties, to fet out her Jurifdiction, and 
do her own bufinefs her felf. And now! © 
think on’t, lodge this always in γοῦν ΜῈ: 
mory ; That a Man may be a firft Ratein © 
Vertue, and true Value, and yet be very — 
obfcure atthe fametime. You may like- | 
wife obferve, that happinefs lies in alittle | 
Room : Granting your Talent won't reach — 
very farinto Logick, and Natural Philofo- | 
phy. This can’t hinder the Freedom and ἢ 
Greatnefs of your Mind, nor deprive you — 
of the Bleffings of Sobriety, Beneficence., 
and Refignation. | , 
LXIX. You may live τ ἢ all the free- | 
dom and fatisfaction imaginable, tho’ the 1 
whole World fhould Baw] -againt{t come | 
an 


and tear you Limb from Limb. For pray 
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da you down; Nay, brace 
onsfhould quarter upon your Carca({%, 


how can any thing of this, reach up to 
your Mind , and ruffle her ferenity ? * 
How can it prevent your patiing a right 
Judgment upon your Circumftances, and 
making the beft ufe of them ? And thus 
your Reafon may repel the Attack, and 
argue thus againft the Object of Terror. 
** Look ye ! You are not fo Fierce as you 
** are Painted ; Nature has made you one 
“ thing, and common miftake anothersTo 
“ be plain, I expected to engage you, and 
“now you are come, [le turn you to 
“ [0Π16 account or ether. For *tis my 
““ way,to make every thing ferve for fome- 
“ thing. Infhort, youmay work any. Ac- 
cident into an inftance of Virtue; into 
aperformance of fome Duty, either to 
God, or Man: By confequence we need 
not be furprizd, or over-fet by any Ren- 
counter. For to take things rightly , 
there’s nothing new in them, or difficult 


»᾽ todeal with. 


᾿ς LXX. Hethat’s cometo'the top ef Wil 
dom, andPrattice, {pends every Day as 
if it were his laft; And is never guilty of 
over-driving, SluggifhnefS, or Infincerity. 
. LXXI. Tho’ the God's are immortal, 
and havetheir patience tryed through fo 
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many Ages, yet they not only bear νυ 
a τ λα, World, but oe 7 
for it into the Bargain: And are youthat — 
are juft going off the Stage fick of the Com- 
pany ὃ Are you tired with illMen alrea- — 
dy, andyet one of thofe unhappy Mor- — 
tals your felf > ‘2 
EXXII. "Tis great Folly to run from ὦ 
other Peoples Faults, and not part with — 
3 your own: This is going quite the wrong 
ἊΝ way to work, grafping at a Proje im- ὁ 
. practicable , and lofing an Advantage — 
which lies in your power. 

LXXifi:. Whatever Bufinefs tends nei- 
ther to the Improvement of your Reafon, 
mor the benefit of Society, conclude it be- 
neath you , and manage accordingly. 

LXXIV. When you have done a kind- 
nefs, and your Neighbour is the better 
for’t, what need you be fo Ignorant , as 
to look any farther , and lye gaping for 
Reputation and Reqnital ὃ 

LXXV. No body is evertired with Fa- 
¥ vours, and Advantages : Now to Act: in 

Conformity to the Laws of Nature and | 

Reafon, is certainly an Advantage?Don't © 

you therefore grow weary of doing good ~ 

Offices, for by obliging others, you are 7 

really kind to your felf. 

LXXVI. There was a time when God — 

and Nature was employed in makingthe 1 

World: | 


[EDITA 


~ World’: So that Now allEvents muft ei- “an 
ther be confequences of Decree, and Re- A 
fult from the ἅτ Meafures ; or elfe the 
Soul of the Univerfe * fail'din the Execu- 
tion of her principal Defign. Now the 
abfurdity of this latter fuppofition, will 
go a great way towards the making 4 
Man Eafie. 
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“yO keep you Modeft, and Mortified 
to vain Glory, remember that it ἢ 
has not been your good Fortune to {pend 
your Life wholly in the purfuit of Virtue, Γ 
and Wifdom : Your Friends and your felf a 
too, are fufficiently acquainted how much 
you fall fhort of PArlofophy: And tho’ 
Merit, and Character are fometimes parted, 
yet the bare Report of being a Philofo- 
pher, is no eafie matter for you to com- 
pafs: You are unqualified by your Stafi- 
ov, and too much Embarra(s'd for this Pri- 
viledge. However, fince you know how 
to come at the thing, ne’re be concern’d ὁ 
about miffing the Credit on’t. Βὲ (τ « 
fiedtherefore, ahd for the reft of your: 
Life let your own. Rational Nature diréé& 
you. Mind ‘then what fhe would be ag. . 
and ‘leenérhing Foreign diftarb-you. You 
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ὩΣ" very fenfible how much you πᾶν 
π΄) ~~ -‘Rambled after Happinefs, and fail ἀ, Nei- 
| ther Learning , nor Wealth, nor Fame, — 
| nor Pleafure, could ever help youto it. — 
as Which way is it to be had then By Adin a 
hae up to the height of Humane Nature. And 
how fhall a Man do this ? Why by getting _ 
a right Set of Principles for Thoughts,and 
Practice. And what Principles are thofe > 
Such as State and Diftinguifh Good and E- 
vil. Suchas give us to underftand , that 
A there is nothing properly good for a Man, 
¢ but what promotes the Virtues of Juttice, 
- ‘Temperance, Fortitude,and Benevelences — 
nor any thing bad for him, but thatwhich — 
earries him off tothe contrary Vices.. . 
If. At every Action , and Enterprize, 
ask your felf oe queftion; what willthe | 
confequence of this be tome? AmInot | 
likely to repent of it? 1 fhall be dead in © 
alittle time,and then all’s over with me. If 
the prefent undertakingis but fuitable to — 
Ὧν an Intelligent, and Sociable είς. and © 
Ἢ one that hasthe honour tolive by the fame 
Rule, and Reafon with God himfelf ; If 
the Cafe ftands thus, all’swell, andtowhat — 
purpofe fhould you lookany farther ? 
Til. Alexander, Fulius (ρίαν, and Pom- 
pey, what were they in Comparifon of De ὦ 
ogenes, Heraclitus , and Socrates > Thefe © 
Philofophers look’d through Caxfe, Meat, ‘al 
and ἢ 
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IV. Ne're difturb your felf, for People 
will be untoward , and play the fame 
Pranks over again, tho'you fhould fret 
your heart out. : 

_Y. In the firft place , keep your felf 
eafiec, forall things are govern’d by the 
Laws, and Order of Providence: Befides, 
youlquickly go the way ofall Flefh, as 
Augufius, Adrian; and thereft of the Em- 


-perours havedone before you. Farther, 


Examine the matter to the bottom ; and 
remember, thatthe top of your bufinefs 
isto be aGood Man: Therefore what- 
ever the Dignity of Humane Nature re- 
quires of you, fet about it prefently , 
without Ifs, or, Ands: And fpeak al- 
ways according to your Confcience , but 
det it be done in the Terms of Good Na- 
ture and Civility. 

VI, “Tits the method of Providence, to 
change the Face.of Things, and remove 
Fortune and Succefs from one place to a- 
nother. AllConditions are fubjectto Re- 


_ volution ; fo that you need not be afraid 
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of Unufufal Treatment. For you δας 


*The Sro- 
icks be- 


“upon no worfe ground than thereft of the Ὁ 
World ; and will only have your thare of 
the common Fate. 

VII. Every Being is at eafe, wheal the 
Powers of it move tegularly : ‘and. with- 
out interruption. Now a Rational Being 
iS in this profperous Condition , when 
her Judgment ts gain'd by nothing but 
Truth, and Evidence ; when her Defigns 
are all meant for the Advantage of Socie- 
ty. Whenher Defires, and Averfions, are 
- confin’d ‘to “Objects within her Power ; ; 
when fhe refts fatisfied with the Diftri- 
butions of Providence : For which the has 
great reafon ; in reward fhe is a part of it 
her felf ; * And with as much propriety 


liev'd the asa Leaf belongs tothe Nature of the Tree 


Soula pait 
of God. 


which bears it : Only with this difference, 
that a Leaf is part of a Nature, without 
Sence, or Reafon, and lyable to be check'd 
in its Operations : Whereas a Manis a 
Limb, as it were, of an Intelligent Righte- 
ous, and Irrefiltible Being. A Being that is 
all Wifdom : ; And affigns Matter andForm, 
Time , Force’, and “Fortune , to every 
thing 1 in due Meafure , and Proportion. 
And this you'l eafily perceive if you don’t 
{top fhort in your fpe culation; and make — 
3 lam e Enquiry ; But compare thewhole | 
ofene thing, with the whole of another. © 

VI. You | 


τσ ΚΕ ΨΥ, vi oo "a ee, 
ae’ ‘ ι "ἃ -- 
ἣ ; 
> 


 Meprrarions, &. 


VIII. You have noleifure toread Books, ae 
what then ? Youhave leifure not to be ἣν 


Haughty, or play the Knave. *Tis in your 

power to be Superiour to your Sences, and 
aramount over Pleafure and Pain. To 

be deaf to the Charms of Ambition, and 

look down upon Fame and Glory. *Tis in 

your power notonly to forbear being an- 7 

ery with People for their Foily , and In- 

gratitude, but over and above, to:cherifh 

_ their Intereft, and take care of them. 

IX: Never cenfure a Court Life , nor . 
feem diffatisfied with your own. 

X. Repentance is a reproof of a Man’s 
Confcience, for the neglect of fome Ad- 
vantages. Now whateveris Morally good 
is Profitable, and ought to be the Con- 
cern of a Man of Probity: But no Good 
Man was everinwardly troubled for the 
Omiflion of any pleafure, or the balking 
of his Senfes: From whence it follows, 
that pleafure ftrittly {peaking , is neither 
profitable, nor Good. 

XI. Togo to the Bottom of a Thing , 
thefe Queftions fhould be anfwered,what 
is it in its proper Nature and Dittinction Ὁ 
Of what fort of Matter, and Form does 
it confit? What fhare of Force and Acti- 
on has it in the World > and how iong 
_ isit likely to ftay there? 


᾿ K 4 XI. When 
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δ: 
ΧΗ. When you find your felf fleepy j 
ina Morning, remember that bufinefS, — 
and doing fervice to the World, is to A& 
up to Nature, and live like aMan : Where- 
as fleeping does but degrade: you for the 
time, and bring you down to a Beaft. 
Now thofe AGions which fall in with the 
a Defign and Propertiesof Nature, are more 
i) faitable, and ferviceable, andupon aCu- - 
{tom, more pleafant than others. = | 
ΧΙΗ. Upon every new Idea’, let it be 


. your conftant Cuftom to make ufe of your 
5 Talent in Phyficks, Metaphyficks, and Mo- 
BS rality, andexamine the Object in the re- 


{pettive Enquiries of thofe Sciences. 
XIV. When you are about to converfe 
withany Perfon, make this fhort {peech 
to your felf. How does this Man’s Defi- 
ὯΝ nitions {tand affected? What Notions has 
a Mu he about Good, and Evil? Nayifhis Un- 
derftanding is fo mifled, if he has fuch 

unfortunate Opinions concerning Plea- 

jure, and Pain, andthe Caufes of thems; 
If hisFancy, or his Fears are mifapplyed, 
or over proportion’d with refpect to Re- 
| 


Aa putation, or Isnominy, to Life or Deaths 

. 7 if the Cafe ftands thus with him, I don't 

| wonder at his Pradtices for indeed ‘tis next 
to impoffibl: be fhould do otherwife. 

XV. Would it not be an odd inftance — 

of furprize to tare ata Fig-tree for bearing 

| Figs ? 
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| Figs? Why then fhould it feem ftrange to 
ἶ ‘us, for the World to AG like it felf, and 
τ produce things purfuant to Quality, and 
Kind >? This is juft as Foolith as it would 
be for a Phyfician to wonder at a Fever, 
or a Mafterof a Vefiel at a crofs Blaft o 
Wind. | 

XVI. To Retract, or mend a Fault: at 
the Admonition of a Friend, hurts your 
Credit or Liberty, no more than tf ‘you 
had grown wifer upon your own Thought. 
For ’tis {tilt your own Judgment and Tem- 
per, which makes you fee your: miftake , 
and willing to retrieveit.. ΠΡ δ 
XVII. If what is done difpleafes you, 
why do you do it, if *tis in your power to 
letit alone? But if you can’t helpit, who 
do you complain of > The Atomes, or the | 
Gods >* Either way is diftraGtion, and « That is 
therefore we mutt murmtr againft nothing, Chance or 
If you can mend the Matter, go about it: jet} kde 
If youcannot, what are you the better theWorld 
for | Grumbling > Nowa Man fhould ‘ne- mee 
ver doany thing to no purpofe. by one of 

XVIII. Whatever drops out of Life, is them ὦ 
catch’t up fomewhere, for the World 1ο- | 
(65 nothing. * Within this Circumference «phat is, _ 
of Corporeity, allthings have their feveral nothing is 
Formes, and Revolutions ; And here ‘tis #™5"" 
| likewife that they return into Element,and . 

firft Principle ; Under which Notion wey 
Oo 
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of the: World and your own, are the very 
All Bo- fame ;'* And all ‘thefe laft Changes are 
made of made without the leaftR epining : And why 
ee ce me: ὅγε fhould the fame Matter that lyes qui- 
iy “retin an Element, Grumble in a Man ὃ 
XIX. Providence does not grant Force, 
and Faculties at Random, but every 
thing ismade for fome end: The Sun as 
high as ’tis, hasits bufinefs affign’d, and 
* TheEm. fo have the Geleftial Deities : * And 
; erour , ΐ 
| Ῥέαν the WuUCte’s the wonder of all this? But pray 
Stars What were you made for ? Foryour plea- 
which the fiyré δ᾽ Common Sence won't bear fo fcan- 
Heathen d 
and fone Galous an Anfwer. | 
Chriftiaas «XX. Nature * pre-ordains the End of 
εν every thing, no lefs than its Beginning, 
animated ; and Continuance»: As he that ftrikesia 
And cat Ball, defigns whither it fhould go, as well 
of intelli. AS Which way: And what's the Ball. the 
gence “as better all this while for mounting, or the 
fae. worfe for flying Lower, and coming to 
rer and the Ground ? What does a Bubble get in 
Sean the fwelling, orlofe inthe breaking ὃ The 
e Moti Z - © 
ons of the fame may be faid of a Candle, which is 
Luminary every jot as happy out, as burning. 
r Pro- 
vidence. ΚΧΧΙ. Turn your Carkafs the wrong 
fide outwards, and be proud if youcan 5 
And to improve your thought, con- 


fider what a Beauty, Age, Difeafes, and 


fi f Death, will make of you, Andto keep 
ΩΣ you low in your Computations upon 
' | Fame, 
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TioNns, (%, 
_ Fame, confider that both the Orator, and 
| theHero, the Men, and the Merit, will 
_ quickly go off, ‘and be outof fight ; that 
the Earth is but a point, and that we live 
but in a Corner of ‘this little Dimenfion 
neither, That Men differ in their Notions 
of Honour and Efteem ; and that even the 
fame Perfon, is not of the fame Opinion 
long together. 
 \XXIL. Mind that which lies before you, 
“whether it be Thought, Word, or Adti-..;... τς 
on; You are well enough ferv’d, * for Emperour 
Poft-poning your Improvement, and ‘fers to 


τῇ . Ὁ Εν fome dif- 
making Virtue wait for you'till to Mor- prom 
row. . ΩΣ ᾿ ment. 


“XXIII. Am Labout anything ? Tle do 

“it with regard tothe Intereft of Mankind: 

Does any thing happen to me extraordi- 

nary? Ile reeeive it as the appoint- 

ment of Fate, and the Diftribution of 

‘Heaver. 

-XXIV. Think a little , and tell me 

“what you meet with inthe bufinefs of Bz- 

thing ¢ There’s Oy], and Sweat, and Dir- * tyci, 

tinefS, and Water, but an Offenfive Mix- ‘vs our 

‘ture take it altogether. Why Life and ™?* 

Satisfaction is made up of much fuch indif- Daughter, 

ferent Stuff ; but Coarfeif you examine it °4 παῖς 

to the Bottom. rus, who 
XXV. Lucilla Buried Verys, * and fol- les 


low'd him foon after. Secwnwda did the the Em- 
fame pire. 


ΑΙ ψ ' ᾿ ᾿ % 
* Ν " ῬΦΙΒῚ 
, ) _ ΑΓ 
x πα ° ws 
ν ll ~ tral 

4 Γ 

{ ᾿ 

ὰ 

t + 

+ * ὦ ‘ 
¥! 

γι 


" 
—— 
a ae 


COT ΕΣ ae 
Ma a 
BAS ‘ 
Ae eu 


end pore ae Paes: 


NiNUS ‘i ae 
bg Office for Motion. "Bhd fury 


Epitynchanns, and Diotianus, with 
« Antoni. wus, and Hanftina, * with Celer ,* 
mus Dias’ Emperoor. rLAnUs 5 they aff d atsone 
On. Funeral, and quickly made another them- 


ror, or elves. Thus poor Mortals moulder away! 


| iether tc ick Where are thofe Men of Reach, ‘and Prog- 


our Em. Noftication > And t’other haughty. fan- 
_ Peronand taftical Sparks ? They made a great Noife, 


ἘΣ z,- and Figure formerly, but what’ s become 


cius Verus. ΟἿ them now >? Where are thofe Cele- 


(brated Philofophers, Charax, Eudemon., 
| Demetrius thePlatonitt , and others, of 
their Learning , and Charaéter. ~ Alafs! 
They took but a turn in the World , and 


are gone long fince. Some of them have 


funk to Rights, and left no Memory, be- 
hind them 5 The Hiftory of others is o- 
vercatt, and dwindled into Fables, anda 


but a little while. And thus it fared μι % 


d the | 


Third 'fort have decayed farther, and 
dropt even out of a Romance. Your bu- 


finefs is therefore to remember, that after 
Death your Body will fall in peices, and 


fly off into Atomes 5 And. as for your Spi-_ 


rit, that will pith be extinguifh’d, or re- 
mov ἃ into another Statien. 


XXVI. Pleafure and Satisfaction; ih | 
fiftsin following the Bent of Nature, and 


doing the things we were made for. And 
which way is this to. be compafs'd? By 


the ὁ 
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. heg J ing the Importunity , and Cla- 
~ mour of our Senfes, by diftinguifhing Ap- 
pearance from Truth, and by contem- 
_ plating the Nature and Works of the Al- 
τ mighty. All this is ating according to 
kind, and keeping the Faculties in the 
Right Channel. é 
-  -XXVIT. Every Man has three Relati- 
ons to acquit himfelf in : His Body helps "Ἢ 
to make one, the Deity another, and his ΔΎ ΡΝ 
_ Neighbours a Third. ἃ 
XXVIII. If Pain is an Affliction, it 
mutt affect either the Body or the Mind ; 
Ifthe Body is hurt, let it fay fo ; * As See Book 
for the Soul, the can fecure the Pafles, and © “Te 
keep the Enemy at a diftance; “Tis in 
- her power to be invulnerable, by fuppo- 
fing the Accident no Evil, which fuppofi- 
tion is very praGicable; For Judgmentand 
Appetite , Averfion and Defire, and all 
the Equipage of Thought , are lodged 
within, andthere no mifchief can come at 
them. * ‘The old 
XXIX. Difcharge common Prejudice, οι 
and the Fallacies of Fancy , by faying 
thusto your felf. “Tis in my power to 
be as Eafie, and as Innocent as ’tis poffi- 
ble. Tohave nothing of Vice, of Ap- 
petite or Difturbance in me. [am like- 
| wifein a Condition to State the Value , 
| | | and 


me 


ἢ fe ele 


jae "ἢ ᾿ 


fee SRT ce ate 


I εις: 
ao ee am 


oe ie ἄξεις tats eke He 
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and make ufe of themaccordingly. 
are all priviledges of Nature sand onetete 
; be remembred as fuch. 
ie XXX. When you fpeak in the Senate, | 
or elfewhere, mind Decency and Cha- © 
rattar more than Rhetorick ; And let — 
your Difcourfe be always Sincere, and — 
agree with your Meaning. : i 
ἢ ΧΧΧΙ. Anguflus his Court is buried © 
| long fince ; His Emprefs, and Daughter, © 
His Grand Children, and Sons in Law. 
his Sifter and Acrippa, His Relations and 
Domefticks, Phyficians, and Underfaeri- 
ficers, His Favourites, fuch as Arins the 
Philofopher, and Maecenas, they are all 
gone. 
Go on from fingle Perfons' to Families, — 
that of the Pompeyes , for inftance , and q 
you'l find the whole Line Extind. "BS | 
ἢ Man was the Laft of his Houfe , is not un- 
common upon a Monument. How fo- 
licitous were the Anceftots of fuch People 
about an Heir 5 and yetthe Family muft 
of neceflity fink, and the Blodd-fail at one 
time or other. 
XXXII. Govern your Life altogether — 
by Meafures , and Rules And if every | 
Aétion goes its due lengths, and holdsup ~ 
to opportunity, τοῖς contented : Now no _ 
Mortal can hinder you from putting your 
Affairs? 


*. * Pye 


Affairs in this condition. But may rot 
 fome Obftacle without interpofe ? No: 
Not fo far asto prevent your Acting: like 


‘the Creation. Confiderthen the particular 


ceffity of breaking offfrom Nature, and 
Providence at all; But fuppofing his Mif- 
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a Man of Probity and Prudence. For all 
that,my Motions may be check’d, and my 
Defign balk'd : “Tis no matter for that. : 
As long as you are eafie under the Ob- 
{truction, and pafs on {moothly to what 
comes next; This Behaviour 1s as good as 
going thorough,and ferves your Improve- 
ment, as well as Succefs. 
XXXII. As to the Cafe of good For- 
tune ; Take it without Pride, and Refign 
without Reluctance. 
XXXIV. If you have obferv'd a Hand, 
or a Foot, cut off, and removd from the a 


- Body, juft fuch a thing is that Manto his . 


Power, who is either a Malecontent, or 
Over-felfifh ; who ftruggles again{t Fate, 
or breaks off from theintereft of Mankind. 
* This untoward behaviour amounts ‘to *See Book 


Amputation, and deftroys the Union of ae a, 


- 
TS eae . 


Nature. But here liesthe Good-luck of set. s.& 


the Cafe ; “Tis in your power to retrieve “> 
the Maim, and fet the Limb on again: 
This favourisallow’d tono other part of 


Bounty of God Almighty to Man in this 
privilege. Hehas fet him above the Ne- 


c2rrrage, 
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Marcus Anrontt 
carriage ; “Tis in his power to rejoin the — 
Body, and grow together again , and τ6- 
cover the advantage of being the fame 
Member he was at firft. te, 1 

XXXV. Whencecomes all the Powers — 
and Prerogatives of Rational Beings > — 
From the Sox of the Univerfe :* Amongtt 
other Faculties, they have this which I 
am going tomention. For as God over- 
rules all Mutinous Accidents, bringsthem — 
under the Laws of Fate, and makes them — 
ferviceable to his purpofe ; So “tisin the | 
power of Man, to make fomething out of © 
every crofs Adventure, and turn all Op- — 
pofition to Advantage. | 

XXXVI. Don’t take your whole Lifein- — 
to your Head at atime, nor burthen your ~ 
felf with the weight of the Future, nor — 
Form an Image of all probable Misfor- — 
tunes ; This Method will but confound 
you. Onthe contrary, your way is upon — 
every Emergency, to put this Queftionto — 
your felf, what intolerable Circumflance is — 
thereizall this ? For here your Honour © 
will fecure you, you'l be afham’d to aflign © 
particulars, and confefs your felf Con- © 
quer’d. Befides, youareto remember, that — 
neither what's paft, nor what's to come — 
needs affli& you, for you have only todeal — 
with the prefewt. Now thisis ftrangely ὦ 
leffen’d, if you take it fingle, and by it § 
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felf; Chide your Fancy therefore if it 
offers to fhrink from a Moment, and 
grow faint under fo flender a Tryal. 

XXXVII. Does Panthea and Pergamus 
{till wait at the Tomb of Verus οὐ Cha- 
brias, and Diotimus, at that of Adrian? δ ἊΣ inces 
That would be ftuff indeed! And what if jvegme 
they were there, would thofe Princes be of their 
fenfible, of the Setvice'? Granting they F's 
were, what fatisfaction would it be to fiicks ge 
them? And fuppofe they were pleafed, con*antly 


at their 


would thefe Waitors laft always ? and be Tomis 


Immortal? Are they not doonrd to Age for fom 


and Death, with the eft of Mankind ? mer 
And when they are dead, what a pickle Ded. 
would the RoyalGhofts be in, for want 
of their Attendance? Alafs! Thefe Fan- 
cies have nothing in: them ; All this Ce- 
remony muft end at laftin Stench andDuatt. 

XXXVITI. If you are fo difcerning , 
faysthe Philofopher, make ufe of your 
Talent to fome purpofe; and Jet your 
Subject be proportionable to your Parts. 

XXXIX. I find no Moral Virtue which 
Contradicts and Combates Fuftice ; this 
cant be affirm’d of Pleafure , for here 
Temperance comes in with a Reftraint. 

XL. °Tis Opinion which gives Being to 


| Misfortune, don’t fancy your felf: hurt, 


and nothing can. touch you. But what, 
is this You ¢ Is it not fome Notional, 
L Super- 
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Superfine Thing ? No. ’Tis your Rea- — 
fon. ButIam not fo lucky asto be all 
Reafon. Make your felf fo then, and don’t 
let Reafon Degenerate,’ and grow uneafy. 
In fhort, when any thing troubles you, 
let this Thought be your Remedy. 

XLI. To be check’d in the Functions 
of Senfeand Motion and Defire, is an E- 
vil to the Avimal Lift ; That which hin- 
ders the growth or flourifhing ofa Vege- 
table, may be {aid to be an Evil there. So 
Jikewife to be cramp’d inthe Faculties of 
the Mind, is an Evilto an Intelligent Na- 
ture: Apply all thisto your felf. Does 
Pleafure or Pain Solicite, or Attack you? 
Turn themover to your Senxfes , and let 

Ν them anfwer for’t. Does any thing lye 
crofs your undertaking? Why if you were 
pofitive and peremptory about it, and fet 
your Heart upon’t then the Difappoint- 
ment isreallyan Evil: But if you engag’d 
only upon Condition,the Nail would drive, 
and with a referve for Accidents , then 
no manner of hindrance or harm has 
happen’d to you; Indeed no Mortal 
can lay the Soul by the Heels, or put a — 
Reftraint upon her. The Mindiffhewill — 
but Arm her Thoughts , and Exert her 
Courage , is Impregnable: And neither 
Fire nor Sword, Towgwe nor Tyrant, can 
touch her. 


XLII. Why 
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XLIL Why fhould I Fret, and Vex, 


that never willingly vexed any body ὃ **ThsEm — 


4 : perour 

- Certainly I can have no reafon to be feemshere | 
more unkind to my felf, than to other erage, ᾿ 
People. Sence of 


ΧΙΠΙ. Every Man has his particular tome In 
Οὐ, and Inclination, but my pleafure 275s" 
lies in Wife Thinking , and Reafonable tage ex- 
Defires: Give me a Sound and a Sober ‘sors 
Underftanding : A Temper that never ’” 
falls out either with Men, or Accidents : 
That takes all things with good humour , 
computes rightly upon their Value, and 
puts them to the Ufes they are fit for. 

XLIV. Make the beft of your Time 
while you have it: Thofe who are fo fo- 
licitous about Fame, and think of Living 
here after they are Dead, fuch Men I fay 
ne're confider that the World won’t mend 
by growing older; That Future Genera- 
tions, will be as weak, and Difobliging , 
as the prefent : Whatthen can the noife 
or Opinions of fuch little Mortals fignifie ? 

XLV. Tofs me into what Climate or 
State you pleafe : For allthatI’le keep my 
Genius * in good Humour, that is my... 
own Conftience, if ‘tis Gcod, fhall make ~ 
me Happy ; Let me but perform the Da- 
ties of a Reafonable Nature, and Ile ask 
_ nomore. What! Is this Mifadventure 
_ big enough toruffle my Mind, andthrow 
L 2 her 
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Craving, and Servile, and to fright her 


Ε΄: from the Privilegesof her Nature >? What. 
is there that can juftifie fuch Diforders, and 
it make fatisfaction for them > Sona 
XLVI. No Accident can happen to any 


Man but what is confequent to his Con- 
dition, and common to his kind. And 
the fame thing may be affrm’d of a Beaft, 
a Tree, or a Stone. Now if things fare 
no otherwife than according to Kind, and 

onftitution ; what makes you complain, 
and grow uneafy? You may be affur'd 
Providence will neverlay you in the way 
of an intollerable Evil,nor make your Be- 
ing your Grievance. 

XLVI. If Externals put you into. the 
Spleen, take notice that ‘tis not the thing 
which difturbs you,but your Notion about 
τέ : Which Notion you may difmifs if you 
pleafe. But if the condition of your 
Mind difgufts yous who fhould hinder | 
you from rectifying your Miftakes, and 
fetting your Thoughts in order? Farther, 
if you are difturb’d. becaufe you are not 
Active and Bold in the Difcharge of your _ 
Duty : If this be your Cafe, your way is 
tofallon, and doe fomething , and not 
lye growling at your own Omiffion. But 
youare under fome infuperable Difficulty. — 
If you have done your utmoft, ne’re. vex — 
: OE 
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your felf about the Matter ? For you have ἔν 
nothing to anfwer for. It may be you 
willfay, *tis not worth my while to Live 
unlefs this Bufinefs can be effected. -Why 
then en Dye; But take your leave hand- 
fomly : Go offas {moothly, as ifyou had 
fucceeded; And ben’t angry with thofe 
that difappointed you. 5 
XLVIII. The Mind is invincible when 
fhe exerts her felf, and relys upon her 
own Courage ; In this Cafe there’s no 
forcing her Will, tho’ fhe has nothing but 
Obftinacy for her Defence. What then 
mutt her ftrength be when fhe is fortified 
with Reafon, and Engagesupon Thought 
and Deliberation > A Soul unembarra{s’d 
with Paffion, * is the moft impregnable ‘Thar has 
Security’; Hither we may retire, and de- nothing of 
ffe our Enemies : He that fees not this Beart ‘of 
Advantage , muft be ignorant, and he 4verfion, , 
that forgets to ufe it, Unhappy. Ve bate 
_ XLIX. Don’t add to your Information it 
from without, nor make more of things 
than your Sexfes Report. For Inftance : 
Youare told that fuch a one has {fpoken 
illof you. Right, But that you are re- 
ally the -worfe for’t, is no part of the 
‘News; And if you think fo, ‘tis your 
own Addition : Again: I fee my Child 
| -lye Sick : True; But that he is in Dan- 
) ‘ger is morethan Ifee; And therefore if] 
2 £3 con- 
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conclude fo, I muft thank my felf for’t. 
Thus always ftopat the firft Reprefemtati- Ὁ 
on, and you are fafe: Inferences, and 
Supplemental Fancies, do but make a Man 
Unhappy. Butif you willReafonupon’t, 
( which may not be unferviceable_) do it 
the right way: Doe it like a Man that 
has look’d through the World , and is no 
Stranger to any thing that can happen. 

L. Does your Cucumber taft bitter ὃ 
Let italone. Are there Brambles in your 
way ? Avoid them then. Thus far you 
are well: Butthen don’t ask what does the 
World with fuch fluff as this is ὁ This is to 
be too Bold, and Impertinent ; Anda 
Natural Philofopher would laugh at you: 
This Expoftulation is juft as Wife as it 
would beto find fault with a Carpenter. 
for having Saw-duft, or a Taylor Shreds 
in hisShop ; They know where to be- 
{tow them, tho’ you don’t. Nay if you 
examine farther, the Abfurdity is too big 
for the Comparifon: For Oxiverfal Na- 
turehas no place for Refufe out of her 
felf. All things are lodged within her 
Circumference. Here ‘tis that they grow 
Old, and Moulder, and f{eem good for no- 
thing. But then under all thefe Difad- — 
vantages the wonder of her Contrivance _ 
is fuch, that fhe Melts them down , and ~ 
Recoins them in another Figure, and lou | 

them | 


| ~ ΜΕΡΙΤΑΤΙΟΝ 5, (9c. ier 
them new and. fhining from the Δί), 

And thus fhe neither wants any Foreign 

Oare, or Bye place tothrow the Drofs in : 

But is always abundantly furnith’d with 

Room, and Matter, and Art, within her 

felf. 

LI. Benot heavy in Bufinefs , nor di- 
{fturb’d in Converfation, nor Rambling , 
and Impertinent in your Thoughts. Keep 
your Mind from running adrift; from 
fudden Surprize, and Tranfports,and don’t 
overfet your felf with tco much Employ- 
ment. Do they Curfe you? Do they 
threaten to Kill, and Quarter you? Let 
them go on: They can never murther 
your Reafon, nor your Virtue: Thofe 
Privileges run for Life if you pleafe. 
All this Barbarity fignifies little. °Tis 
much as if a Man that f{tands by a Lovely 
Spring fhould fall arailing on’t: The Wa- 
| terisnever the worfe for his foul Lan- 

guage: And if he fhould throw in Dirt , 
or Dung, ‘twould quickly difappear, and 
difperfe, and the Fountain be aswholfome 
as ever: Which way now are you to go 
to work, to keep your Springs always run- 
ning, and never Stagnate into a Pool? 
116 tell you : You mutt be always Drudg- 
ing at the Vertues of Freedom, and Inde- 
pendances Of Sincerity , Sobriety , and 
Good nature. Make your felf but Ma- 

L 4 {ter 
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{ter of thefe Qualities, and your bufinefs 
is done. ΟΕ origi as bette 

LH. He that’s unacquainted with the 
Origine, and firft Caufe of the World , 
and with that Providence that Governs 
it, muft be at a lofsto know where Heis, 
and what Empire he lives under : And'he 
that can’t tell the Ends he was made for , 
is Ignorant both of himfelf, and the 
World too: And he that’s uninftrutted in 
either of thefe two Points, will nere be 
able to look into the Defign of His Being. 
And yet thére are abundance of People 
that would be puzzled at thefe Queftions. 
What do you think then of His Difcreti- 
on, that’s anxious about what is faid of 
Him; and values either the Praife , or 
the Cenfure of thofe little Folks , that 
know neither where They are, nor who ? 

LILI. Nothing can be more Vain thar 
the Courting of Popular A pplaufe. What! 
Are you fo Ambitious of a Man’s good 
Word, that it may be ih an Hours time 
fhall Curfe himfelf to the Pitt of Hell > 
Are you fo fond of beingin their Favour , 
thatcan’t keep in their own? Striving to 
pleafe thofe People that can’t pleafethem- 
felves, istono manner of purpofe! And 
how can they be faid to pleafe themfelves, - 
who are diflatisfted with their Condu& 
at eyeryturn, and Repent of almoft every 
thing theydo? _ LIV. Let 


ie ee ΣΝ ior - . aes Soe 
5 Α 


ἘΣ, sc er Aelia peel ee ae | se νος... ων . datheeeearente 
j [EDITATIONS, Uc. 153 
‘ - LIV. Let your Soul receive the Deity 
_ as your Blood does the Ait , for the Influ- ; 
ences ofthe πὲ, ἃς no [δ᾽ Vital that 
_ the other. This Correfpondence 15. vét ‘e 
Pratticable: For there’s an Atnbient Oni- 
niprefent Spirit, which lies as open, atid 
pervious to yout Mind, as the Air you 
breath does to yout cad : But then you » ; 
_ mutt rememberto be difpos’d to drawit. 
LV. Wickednefs is no Subftante,or Sepa- 
rate Being, and therefore one would think 
it fhould be no Neéceflary Nufante. It fub- 
fifts only in particular Subjects, and here 
it doesno harm'to any thing that is Fo- 
reign. “Tis only a Plague to the Breaft 
it lies in; and does no body any mif 
chief, but himthat may be ‘rid ofit when- 
ever he pleafes. ἬΝ EON 
LVI. My Thoughts and my Will, are 
as nuch my own , 45 my Conftitution ; 
and no more concern’d in- the Conduct of 
another Man, than my Blood isin the 
beating of another Body’s Pulfe : For tho’ 
we ate born for the Service of each other; 
Yet our Liberty is Independent, and our 
Souls all left to our felves: Otherwife my 
Neighbours Mifcarriage might be my ΜΙ 
fortune. But God has prevented this 
_ Confequence, leaftit fhould be in anothers 
| power tomake me Unhappy. | 


LVII. The 
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_ LVII. The Sun is Diffus’d and Ρεΐονγο. 
himfelf every where , but this feeming — 
. Expencejnever Exhaufts him: The rea- — 
fon is,becaufe he is ftretched like a Thread, 
and not powr'd out Jike a Liquour, And 
_ thus his Beams have their name from Ex- 
ταχτινς tention. * As for the Properties and Phi- 
7εἰνεῶς as lOfophy ofa Ray, you may obferve them, | 
the Empe- if you pleafe to let it into a dark Room 
rour “il! through a narrow paflage. Here you'l 
fee it movein a right Line; till tis broken, 
and as it were divided in Reflexion ; by 
having its progrefs {top’d upon a folid Bo- — 
dy: Andhere the Light makes a ftand , 
without dropping, or fliding off. Thus 
youfhould let your Sexfe fhine out upon 
Converfation : There’s no fear of Emp- 
tying your underftanding : And when 
you meet with Oppofition ne’re Tilt, and — 
Batter againftit, nor yet drop your Ta- | 
lent in Defpair. No: Let your Beams © 
{pread themfelves, and play on, and En- 
lighten where they find a Capacity : And 
as for that Body that won't tranfmit the 
Light, it does but darken it felf, by its | 
Refiftance. ) 
-LVIII. He that dreads Death, is either — 
afraid that his Sences will be extinguifh’d, — 
or alter'd ; Now if the Powers are loft, © 
the Pain muft be fo too.; For if he has ~ 
no Faculties, he'l have no Feeling. “π᾿ Ὶ 
iff 
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if he basnew Perceptions, and another 
᾿ Sett of Sences, he will be another Crea- 
- tures; and then he will live ftill, as I 
take it. 

LIX. Men are born to be ferviceable 
to one another, therefore either Reform 
the World, or bear with it. 

LX. Underftanding does not always 
drive onward like an Arrow. The Mind 
fometimes by making a Halt, and going 
round for Advice, hits the Mark much 
better, than if the had let fly directly up- 
on it. 

LXI. Look nicely intothe T houghtsof 
other People, and give them the fame 
Freedom with your own. 


BOOK. IX, 


“4 ~O play the Knave is to Rebel againtt 

| Religion, all fort of Injuftice is no 
lefs then High Treafon againft Heaven : 
For fince the Nature, or Soul ofthe Uni- 


verfe * has made Rational Creatures for * God 


mutual Service, and Support ; Made them 
that they fhould Affift, and Oblige each 
other, according to the Regards of Cir- 
cumftance, and Merit ; but never do any 
body any Harm: The Cafe ftanding thus, 
he that crofles upon this Defign, is Pro- 
phane in his Contradiction , and Outra- 

ges 
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ges the moft Antient Deity. “For the Νοῦς 
tire of the Univerfe is the* Caufe of it’, 
and that which gives it Being. Thus all — 
things are one Family, fuited , and a it 
were of Kin to each other. This Nature 
is alfo {tiled Trvth, as being the Bafis of © 
Firft Principles, and Certainty. He there-_ 
fore that téllsa Lye knowinsly, is an Ir- 
relisious Wretch ; For by deceiving his — 

Neighbour , he is unjuft to him; and 
Cheats him of the Truth to which he has © 
a Natural Right.And he that’s guiltyof an — 
Untruth out of Ignorance, is lyable to — 
the fame Charge, ( tho? not inthe fame — 
Degree, ) becaufe his Ignorance is Vo- 
luntary, and Affeéted : becaufe he dif- — 
{ents from the Mind of Providence, brings 
Diforder into the World, and oppofesthe — 
firft Settlement of Nature. He feems to 
be fond of Confufions, to declare for the © 
Intereftof Error , and take the Field a- 
gainft Certainty and Science. By neg- 
letting the affiftances of Heaven, and the — 
Talent he was born too : He has parted 
with the Guideof his Underftanding, loft 

the Teft of Truth, and the diftinétion ‘of 

Right, and Wrong. Farther: He that 
reckons Profperity and Pleafure ees | 


hed 


Things really Good; Pain and Har 
‘thip amongit Things really Evil , can be — 
‘no Pious Perfon: For fucha Man will be © 
| fure 


a 
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 ἢχγε to complain of the Adminiftrations 
᾿ of Providence, Charge it with Mifmatch- 
- ing Fortune, and Merit, and mifapplying 
_ Rewards andPunifhments ; He’l often fee. 
ΠῚ People furnifh’d with Materials. for 
Pleafure, and Regaled with the Relith of 
it : And good Men harrafs'd and depreft, 
and meeting with nothing but Misfor- 
tune. To goon: He that’s afraid of 
Pain, or Affliction; will beafraid of fome- 
thing that will always be inthe World ; but 
to be thus uneafie at the Appointments of 
Providence, 15 a failure in Reverence, and 
Refpe&., On the other hand; He.that’s 
violent in the purfuit of  Pleafure,. won't 
{tick to turn Villain for the Purchafe : 
Andis not this plainly , an, Ungracious., 
and. an Ungodly Humour ? Ta fet the Mat- 
ter Right, .where the Allowance of God is 
equally cleat;,.as it.1s with Regard to 
Profperity ,,and. Adverfity : For had he 
᾿ not approved: both thefe Conditions, He 
would never have made them: I fay 
where the Good . Liking of Heaven is e- 
puey, clear, Qurs ought to be fo too: 
ecaufe we ought tofollow the Guidance 
of Nature, and the Senfe of the Deity.. 
That Man therefore that does not Com- 
ply with Providence in the fame Indiffe- 
rence of Notion, with refpect to Wienlane» 
"ΠΡ ne odBerg πὸ an 
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and Pain; Life and Death, Honour, and ~ 
Infamy ; He that does not this, without — 
ftruggling of Paflions, without Unman- — 
ageable Preference , or Averfion ; is no 
Friend to the Divine Oeconomy; His 
Thoughts are Leud, and Mutinous, and fo 
would his Actions betoo,if he had Power. 

By faying that Oviverfal Nature, or 
God ftands equally Affected to thefe dif- © 
ferent Difpenfations, the meaning ts that 
they are both comprehended in the gene- 
ral Scheme, and equally confequent tothe 
firft Eftablifhment. They were Decreed 
by the Almighty from the Beginning, and 
{truck out with the Lines of the Creation. 
Then ‘twas that the Plax of Providence 
was drawn, and the Fate of Futurity De- 
termin’d. Then Nature was made Proli- 
fick, and enabled to bring forth in due’ 
Time : Then the whole Stock of Beings, 
the Revolutions of Fortune, and the Suc- 
ceffions of Time, were all ftated, and fet 
a going. | | 

II. Heis better Bred, and more a Gen- 
tleman, that takes leave of the World 
without a blot in hisScutcheon ; And has 
nothing of Falfhood and Diffimulation, of — 
Luxury, or Pride to tarnifh his Charatter. — 
But when a Manis once dipt in thefe Vi- — 
ces, the next beft thing is for him to quit, 
rather than live on, and be an Old Sin- — 

ner. 
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ner. 1 fuppofe you vunderftand the 
Plague too well not to run away from it ? 
_ And what’s the Plague ὃ Why if you are 
_ a Knave,or a Libertine,you have the Tok- 
ens upon you. The Infection of the Mind 
is ten times worfe then that of the Air ; 
The Malignity is not near fo fatal in the 
Blood, as inthe Will; For the Brute only 
fuffers in the firft Cafe, but the Mz» inthe 
other. 

III. Don’t Contemn Death , but take 
- it handfomly, and willingly ; ‘Look upon 
 itas part of the Product of Nature , and 
one of thofe things which ‘Providence has 
been pleas’d to Order.’ For as Youth, and 
Age , Growth, and Declenfion, Down, 
and Gray Hairs,Pregnancy,and Birth,@c. 
are all natural Actions, ‘conféquences of 
Time,and Incidents of Life ; fo alfo is Dy- 
ing and Diffolution, every ven as much ac- 
cording to Common Courfe as the reft. 
A wife Man therefore, muft neither run 
Giddily, nor ftaulk Haughtily into his 
᾿ς Grave; He muft look upon Death as Nz-. 

tures BufinefS, and wait her Leifure, as ποιοῖς 
he does for the Progrefs, and Maturity of tems to 
other Things : * For asyoudon’t over- coryauia 
᾿ς drive a Fetus, but let it take its own Opinion 
time, and come into the World when ‘tis of the 
ready ; So you fhould ftay in the other πεῖ, of 
Cafe, tillopportunity prefents, and Things ἜΡΟΝ 


{ΠΕΓ' 


are 


G 


me ΠῚ 

are Ripe ; and your Soul drops rops out of the — 
Husk oF herown accord. But if you ftand — 
in need of a Vulgar Remedy, and want ἃ 
Cordial tomake Dying go down the bet- — 
ter, you fhall have it, Confider then what 
fort of World, and what fort of Hamours, 
you will be Rid of! ‘Tis true you are 
not to fall-fornl.upon Mankind, but to treat 
them with. Kindnefs and Temper : But 
{till you may remember that you dont 
live among People juft of your own Mind, © 


and Fancy: Indeed if your Humours Hit | 


it, and your Underftandings were all fet 
tothe fame.Tune ; Such a Unanimity 4- 
mong{t Mortals , might reafonably Re- 
commend Life, and make usloath to part 
with it: But you perceive the Matter 15 
quite otherways: And that vaft Diftur- — 
bances are bred by different Opinions: In- — 
fomuch that now we ought ratherto Pe+ — 
tition Death to make haft, for fear we — 
fhould be Teaz'd out of our Reafon , and © 
loofe our beft Thoughts in a Crowd,’ 
IV. He that commits a Fault Abread , 

is a Trefpafler at Home; And he that in- — 
jures his Neighbour, hurts himfelf , for to 
make himfelf an ill Man is a fhrew’d ΜΗ- 
chief. ἢ ew ttt) 
V. Omiffionsno [εἰς than Commiffions; — 
are oftentimes Branches of Injuftice. τ᾿ | 
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VI. If your Judgment pronounces right- 
ly, if your Actions are Friendly, and 
well-meant, if your Mind is contented , 
and refign’d to Providence ; If you are 
in poffeffion of thefe Bleflings, you are 
happy enough in all Confcience. 

VII. Don’t be impos’don by Appearan- 
cess check your Fancy , and moderate 
your Heat; and keep your Reafon al- 
ways in her own Power. . 

VII. The Séuls of Brutes are all of 
one kind, and fo are thofe of Rational 
Beings, tho’ of a high Order. And thus 
all Living Creatures that have occafion 
for Air,-and Earth, and Light, are fur- 
nifh’d at the fame Shop; and have the 


fame Elements, and Sun at their Ser- 


vice. * 


IX. Things of the fame common Qua- Settion 


lity have a Tendency to their Kind: 


Earthy Bodies tumble to the Ground , kindare 
One drop of Moifture runs after another 3 3}} equal 


in the 


And thus Air where tis predominant , G,ana Pri- 
preffes after Air: And nothing but Force, vileges of 


Nature. 


and Violence, can keep thefe things afun- 
der. Fire likewife mounts , and reaches 
upwards, to make after its own Element 
Above: This property gives it a Difpo- 
fition to propagate it’s Species, and joyn 
other Fires here Below; And for this 
reafonit catches eafily upon all Fuel a lit- 
7 M tle 
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weak and difabled: Thus all Beingswhich 
partake of the {ame common Thought, and 


Underftanding , have'ia ‘natural Inftin® — 


for Correfpondence with their own Kind: 
only with this differemce, that the higher 
any thing ftands inthe Scale of Being , 
the ftronger it is inclin’d to Communica- 
tion with its own Order, and: Diftinéti- 
on. Toilluftratethe Argument, we find 
the force of Nature , and Blood, very 
Active amongft Brute Animals, As ap- 
pears by their running together in Herds, 
and Swarms according to Kind 5 by their 
providing for their Young Ones, and iby 
that Refemblance of Love, and Affection, 
which iscarried on among them. Thefe 


Animals have a Sou! iathem, by confe- ὁ 


quence their Principle of Union: is more 
vigorous than in Stocks, and Stones. To 

go on to Reafonable Creatures 5» And 
herewe may obferve Mankind united by 
pets Counfels,; and Common-wealths , 

y particular Friendfhips, and Families ; 

And. when War has work’d them to the 
ereateft Mifunderftanding, They have: e- 

"The Em- ven then the benefit of Correfponding by. 
epperg Eruce, and Articles: Farther to Inftance 
the Sars ina higher: /Order 5 the Stars, * though 


Somat not .Neighbours in Situation, move | by 
ty. of: ἐξ Concert. » 


tie more dry than ordinary y\becaué Here 
the Qualities oppofite:toAccenfion ἢ aré — 
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- Concert. Thus where Things are more 
Noble, and Nature rifes, Sympathy rifes 

_ too, andOperates at a diftance. But here 
liesthe Mifery on’t : Mankind are ftrang- 
ly unfortunate with the privilege of their 
Reafon ! They are the only Beings which 
break through the Force of Inftin&, and 
would make the Alliances of Nature fig- 
nifie nothing. But tho’ they run from 
their Kind, they are catched again in 
fome meafure. For you fhall fooner fee 
a piece of Earth refufe to lye by its own 
Element, than find any Man fo perfe&ly 
unfociable , as not to Correfpond with 
{ome body or other. 

X. Every thing afords fome pro- 

duct ; God, andMen, and the Worldall A 
of them bear Fruit in their proper Seafons ; 
Tis true,Ufe has reftrain’d this fignification 
to Vines , and Trees; But this Cuftom 
apart, Reafon may properly enough be 
faid to Bear, when ’tis ferviceable both at 
Home, and tothe Publick : efpecially if 
we confider that the Fruit of the Under- 
ftanding keeps clofe to its Kind, and re- 
fembles the Stock more fully than that 
which grows in the Garden. 

ΧΙ. Give an injurious Perfon good Ad- 
vice, and Reform him if you can. If not, 
remember that your Clemency,and Temper 
was given you for this Tryal; That the 

M 2 God’s 
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aN God’s are fo patient, and Benign, as to 
ὶ pafs by the perverfnefs of Men, απά ίοπιθ Ὁ 
9 times to Affift them. over and above in 
their Health, Fame, and Fortune. Juft 
thus may you doif you pleafe, if not, let 
me know the Impediment. 

XII Don’t drudge like a Galley Slave ; 
nor do bufinefs in fuch a Laborious man- 
ner, as if you had.a mind to be pitied, or 
G wondred at; Let your Motives be more 

Solid 5 And either put on, or makea Halt, 
as publick Reafon, and Convenience fhall 
dire& you. 

XII. To day! rufhed clear out of all 
Misfortune; or rather I threw Misfortune 
from me; for to fpeak truth; it was no 

Out-lyer, nor ever any farther off than my 
own Fancy. } 

XIV. All things are the fame over 4- 
gain, and nothing but what has been 
ferv'd up to our Fore-fathers: They are 
{tale upon Experiment ; Momentary in~ | 
their Laf{ting, and Coarfe in their Matter, ~ 

XV. Things, or Accidents ftand with- 
out Doors, and keep their Diftance, and 
neither know, or Report any things a- 
bout themfelves ; what is it then that 
pronounces upon their Quality, and makes 

* SeeBook them look frightfully >? Nothing but your 

#5639 own Fancy, and Opinion. * 
j XVI. As Virtue, and Vice confit in 
Action, 


EDITATIONS, Or. 


Attion, and not in the Impreflions of the 
Sences ; fo ‘tis not what they Feel, but 
what they Doe, which makes Mankind εἰ- 
ther Happy, or Mifetable. * 


res ee 


XVII. *Tis alloneto a Stone whether ὁ τε Book 


‘tis thrown upwards, or downwards 9 
The mounting, or finking of the Motion, 
does riot make the Thing, one jot the 
better, or the worfe. * 


XVIII. Examine the fize of Peoples * SeeBook 
Senfe and the Condition of their Under- 8 Se& 20. 


{tandings, and you'l never be fond of Po- 
pularity; or afraid of Cenfure. 
XIX. ‘All things are in ἃ perpettial Flux, 
anda fort of Confuinption ; you your 
felf are fo, and thé whole World keeps 
you Company. 
XX. Don’t diftutb your felf about the 
Irregularities of other People, butlet eve- 
ry bodies Fault lye at their own Doors. 
XXI. The intermiffion of Action, and 
aftop in Appetite; and Thought, are a 
kind of Death upon the Faculties for the 
prefent, and yet there iso harm in’t. Go 
on now to the different Periodsof Life : 
And here yow'l find Infancv, Youth, Man- 
hood , and Old-age treading upon the 
Heels of each other, and the Firft as it 
were cut down, and difpatch’d by the lat- 
ter. And where lies the Damage , and 
Terror of all this? Proceed to your 
M 3 Grand- 


Ἑ God. 
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Grandfathers time, and to. that of your 


Father, and Mother, andrun over as much. 


Ground, in Changes,’ Decay, and Death 


as you pleafe; And:when you have done, 
ask your felf what great Grievance there 
is in. the Contemplation: And when you 
find nothing extraordinary, you may con- 
clude that Ending, and Alteration will fit 
no harder upon your Life, than upon thofe 
before you. | ἔ 
XXII., Make a ftand for ‘Thought 
and Enquiry, andfurvey yourown Mind, 
that of the * Uziverfe, and that of the 
Perfon who has Difoblig’d you: Your 
own, that you may keep it Honeft, God- 
Almighty’s, that you may know who you 
are part of, and to whom you belong: 
the Offenders, that you may difcover 
whether, his Fault was Ignorance, or Ma- 
lice: And here you fhould likewife fe- 
member, that you are of Kin to him. 
ΧΧΠΙ. As you are a Member of Society 
your felf, foevery Action of yours fhould 
tend to the Benefit, and Improvement of 
it. Sothat when youdoany thing which 
has neither immediate, or remote Refer- 
rence to general Advantage; you make a 
Breach in the Common fntereft , deftroy 
the (nity of Publick Life, and are as re- 
ally guilty of a Seditious behaviour, as a 
Malecontent that Embroyls ἃ. ΝΆΒΩΝῈ 
an 


“Meprrarrons, Ot. 
and Draws offa Faétion from the Govern- 
_ ment. ae Shido 

- XXIV. The Bufinefs of Mankind is 
ftrangely Trifling ‘and Tranfient ; Things 
are fo Hollow, and fo quickly Hurried off, 


that the World ‘looks fomewhat like a : 
Scene of Necromancy , and feems to be a 
more Apparition than real Life.-*" * See Bcok 


XXV. Penetrate the Quality of Forms, Set 33. 
and'take a View of them, abftracted from 
their Matter; And when you have done 
this, Compute the common Period of 
their Duration. * "See Book 
XXVI.- You have been a great fufferer +?) “7 
for Rambling from a Life of Reafon, and is. 
for not being contented with Doing what 
you were Made for. 
- XXIVH. When People treat you ill, 
blame*your Condutt, or report any thing 
to your Difadvantage ; fhoot your felf 
into the very Soul of them; rummage 
their Underftandings, and fee how their 
Heads are Furnifh’d; A thorough En- 
quiry intothis Matter will fet you at reft: 
You? be fully convine’d that the Opinion 
of fuch Mortals is not worth one troubie- 
fome Thought.However you muft be kind 
to them; for Nature has made them your 
Relations. © Befides, the God’s* give sywin 
them all’ fort of Countenance , Advertife earera 
them by Dreams and Prophecy, and help pst 8 


be fal- 
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them to thofe things they have a Mind. 


to. i 
XXVHI. This uncertain World is al- 


ways Rolling, and turning things Topfy- 


turvy. Now the Soul of the Uxiverfe * 
either purfues the Courfe of Time 5 De- 
{cends to Particulars, and exerts it felf up- 
on every Effect, or elfe Matter, and Mo- 
tion were put into fuch order at firft, that 
Things fhould do of themfelves, and. 
work up the Model by neceffary. Confe- 
quence : Take iteither way, and the Ad- 
miniftration will lye in the fame. Hands; 
And that’s fufficient to make you quiet. 
But if neither of thefe Hypothefes’s will 
fatisfie, you mutt fet Epicurus's Atomes 
at the Helm, and make them juftle out a 
World in the Dark. {πὸ Words If God 
Governs, all’s well : But if Things are 
left to. themfelves, and fet. adrift, don’t 
you Ramble, and Float after them. To 
conclude. We fhall quickly be all Under- 
ground: And e’er Jong the Earth it felf 
muft be chang’d into fomething elfe ; 
And that fomething into another Forx, and 
fo on iz infinitum. Now he that confi- 
ders thefe Everlafting Alterations, this 
conftant Tofling, and Tumbling, and how - 
fait Revolutions fucceed each others; He 
that confiders this I fay, will have but a 
mean Opinion of what the World. can 
afford. XXIX. Nature 
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 <¢KXIX. Nature'runs Rapid like a Tor- 
rent, and fweeps All Things ;* What ‘S«eBook 
wretched States-men are thofe Counterfeits's,7.°7” 
in Virtue, and Philofophy ὃ * Heark yotr, τος, 
Friend, no more Hypocrifie and. Grimace, gion is te- 
no prudential Knavery,no clafhing betweert vel'd a- 
Politicks and Morals! Come! Let Ho- int the 
nefty:be ferv'd firft;Do what God requires: of the sv- 
- of you,and Truft for the Iffue'and Event’: Pi‘ be 
Fail on then, asoccafion offers;-and ne’ré ἴο the 
- look about for Company, and Commen- Politicks. 
_ dation +> However, I would not haveyou 
expect Plato's Common-wealth : That 
Draught is too fines and your Mortals will 
πεῖς rife up to it. As the World goes, a 
moderate Reformation isa great Point, 
and therefore reft contented. If we cay 
but govern Peoples Hands,: we mnuft let 
their Hearts and their Heads go free. To’ 
Cure them all of their Folly and ill Prin- 
ciples, is impracticable. And yet unlefs 
you can Change their Opinions, their 
- Subjection will be all Force, and Diffem- 
bling. But you'l fay, werenot Alexander, 

Philip, and Demetrius Phalereus under the 
| Rules of thefe pretended Philofophers? 
And what a Noble Figure do they make 
in Hiftory ἢ Granting all that, haveaQue- 
{tion, or twotoaskthem. Hadthey a right 
Notion of the Laws of Nature, and were 
_ they Juft, and Generous in good pare 
I 


Marcus Anroninus’s 


View of ‘Mortals) here Below.» What 


If their Virtues were all Shew and Varnifh, — 
I defire to:be excus’d the Imitation.» Phi- — 
lofophy is a Modeft Profeffion, ’tis all res’ 
ality and plain-dealing. ThateSolemmnity, 
and Pretence; with nothing but Pride at . 
ἐδε Βοεεδῃ πε} 0... riovnnsi i soba on 
XXX. Fly your Fancy into the Clouds, 
and from this Imaginary Height , take a’ 


ftrange Medly of Management,’ what con- 
fufion of Profpe& ‘is here ? What infinite — 
Variety in: Religion, Government, -and 
Fortune? :Go on with the Speculation, — 
ftretch yout ‘Thoughts over Time ‘and — 
Nature , and look upon Things in the: — 
different Afpects of the ρα, and the pre+_ 
[Ὡς Confider how the World withers, — 
and wears off’; that the Ages beforeywere _ 
unacquainted with you, and fo''will ma- 
ny of thofe that come After. That? néi-: 
ther your Power , nor your Fame , rea+' 
ches far among the Barbarians; how many — 
are there that never heard of your Name , — 
how many that will quickly Forget you, — 
and how many that Admire you Now, will 
Cenfure you Afterwards > Infhort , Me- 
mory, and Fame, and all thofe Things — 
which are commonly fo much Valued, are — 
no! betterthan Toys, and Amufements. ~ 
~ XXXII. Be always Eafie,'and Upright; — 
Let Fortitude Guard without, and Honefty — 
within, — 
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within; Keep your Mind, and: your Mo- 
_ tions true to the Intereft of Mankind; for 
_ then you know your Faculties are in the 
_ right pofture, that Nature has fetthem.: | 
| XXXII Thegreateft part of your trou- 
ble lies in your Fancy, and therefore-you 
may Difengage your felf when you pleafe. 
Flltell you which way you may Move 
much more Freely, and give Eafe, and EI- 
bow-room to your Mind. Take the whole 
World into your Contemplation, and the 
littlestime you are to Live in’t.:Confider 
how, faft the Scenes are fhifted, and how 
near the End of all thingsliés to their/Be- 
ginning! But then the Extent of Dura- 
tion;in which we are nothing. concern’d ! 
The Ages before our Bitth, and after our 
espe are both Infinite.and Unmeafura- 
με tins 
XXIII. Whatever makes a Figure 
Now, will quickly Decay, and Difppear: 
And thofe that Gaze» upon the Ruins of 
| Time, will be bury’d under them. And 
then the Longeft, and the Shorteft Liver, 
will be both in the fame Condition. 
XXXIV. If you would walk within Peo- 
ple, and difcover their Intentions, and 
look through their Ceremony, and Re- 
 fpect; you muft {train for Obfervation ; 
-and {trip them to the Soul if you can: 
_ Such anarrow Enquiry will, among other 
= Things, 


Things, bring a great deal of Vanity το 
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Light ; yes, Mortals arevery fullofthem- ἢ 
felves ; When they Commend, or Gen- | 
fure, do you a good, or anill Turn , They 
are ftrangely conceited of the perform- — 
ance. be “ateld 

. XXXV. The Diffolution of Forms, is — 
nolofs in the Mafs of Matter. Things — 
ate Chang’d ‘this way ‘tis true, but they 
don’t Perifh.: Providence by which all | 
things are well contrivd , Delights in | 
thefe Alterations, They have always had 
their Range in the World, and always | 
will:have.. What then ? Will you blame | 
the Condu& of the Firft Caufe? Were 81} 
Things Made; and muft they always be 
out of Order? What ! Are there fo many © 
Gods in Being, and none able to Con- 
quer, and Correét this Evil ? Andis Νά: 
ture indeed ‘condemn’d to an Everlafting — 
Misfortune > 2 ἴον! ἢ 
XXXVI. ‘The Materials of Bodies ἔξ 
youexamine them, are ftrangly Coarfe : 
Thofe that are Animated have little in © 
them but Water, and Duft, and Bones; . 
and fomething that’s offenfive. And then | 
if you go to Mettals, Minerals ec. Mar= 
bl¢ is no more than a Callous Excrefeence, 
nor Gold and Silver any better than the 
Dregs and Sediment of theEarth. Fine 
€loths are nothing but Hair twilted toge- — 
eyo | ther; | 
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ther; and {περι ἃ withthe Blood ofa 6ὃὀὌἁὋ)Ὃὸἅο 
- littleFith. * And thus 1 might proceed’ This if 
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farther. And as for Spirits, they are fome- Purple ’ 


_ what of Kinto the reft, and are Chafed Pye. 


_ from one Figure to another. * * TheSto- 
XXXVII. Come ! You have lived long Wks held 


enough, unlefS you could make more on’t: Compog- 
Here’s nothing but Grumbling, and A- Slag 
pifhnefs, to be met with: What makes αἷς in 
you Difturbed ? What can you be fur- by conf. 
| priz'd at >What has happen‘d to you worfe Py #* 
than you had reafon to expect? Does Forze corry,.;- 
or Matter, Body or Spirit, make you un: ble- 
eafie ? Look into them, and you may pro- 
bably be releived. Now for your Comfort, 
Thefe Two are Natures, ΑἸ]. and there's 
no Third thing to Moleft you. | ‘Tis high 
time therefore to Interpret the Gods right- 
ly,and throw off your Chagrin again{t Hea- 
ven. 
XXXVIIL. Three Years time to perufe 
Nature, and look over the World, is as 
_ goods a Hundred. * ag ae ge 
XXXIX. If fuch a Man hasdone amifS, fore.” 
_ the Mifchief isto himfelf ; And it may 5:8. 23. 
beif you enquire, he has not neither. 
XL. Either all Things are Ordered by 
an Intelligent Being, who makes the 
World butone Family, ( And if fo, why 
. fhould a Part, or fingle Member complain 
of that which is defign’d fer the Benefit 
ἐς οἵ 
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of the whole.) Or elfe we are ander 4 

“Mifrule of Atomes, and Confuafion. Now 
take the Cafe which way you pleafe, 
there’s either no Reafon, or πὸ Remedy 5 
for Complaint: And therefore ‘tis to ποὺ 
purpofe to be uneafie. ἢ 
ΧΗ]. IT hope you underftand your Mind 1 
better than to Killand Bury it, and make — 
it little enough for “ig Coarfe Functions, ὦ 
and Fate ofthe Body . 
XLIT. Either the ith have power to ἢ 
affift us, orthey have not, If they have — 
not, what does praying to them fignifie>? If 
they have,why don’t you rather pray that — 
they would Difcharge your Defires, than — 
Satisfie them ; and rather fet you above — 
the Paffion of Fear, than keep away the © 
Thing you are aftaid of ? For if the Gods j 
can help us, no doubt they can helpusto — 
be Wifer. But it may be you'l fay, They © 
have furnifh'd me fufficiently for thefe — 
Matters. Why then don’t you make ufe 
of your Talent, and δᾶ likea Man of Spi- © 
rit, and not run Cringing, and Creeping, © 
after that which is out of your reach > 
But then who told you that the God’s © 
don’t affift us in Things which we might 
poffibly compafs by our felves ? Let me y 
prefcribe the Matter of your Devotions. - 
For Inftance : This Man praysthat he may 
Gain fuch a Woman, it may be to De-- 
bauch © 
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_ bauch Her, but do you rather: pray that 
_ you may have no fuch Inclination. Ano- 
ther invokes the Gods to fet him Free from 
_ troublefome Superiour ; but let it be your 
Petition, that your Mind may never’ put 
_ you upon fuch a With. A Third ismigh- 
ty devout to prevent the lofs of hisSon’>— 
But I would have you pray rather againft 
the Fear of Lofing him. Let this be the 
_ Rule for your Devotions, and*fee if the 
_ Event does not Anfwer. | 
XLII. When I wasSick fays Epicurus , 
I did not Difcourfe the Company about 
my Difeafes, or the Torment I was troub- 
led with. : No, my Syftem of Natural 
Philofophy was part of my Subje&. And 
my main Concern was, that my Mind 
might not give way to my Body, nor 
_ grow umneafie under Pain: I made no 
great bufinefs of a Recovery, nor gave a- 
ny Handle to the Dottor to bragof their 
Profeflion, but held on with Fortitude , 
and Indifferency.' Thus he. And when 
youare Sick, or under'any other Difad- 
vantage, can’t you behave your felf in 
this manner? ‘Tis pratticable to all Per- 
fwafions. in Philofophy , to ftand their 
_ Groundagainft all Accidents, and not to 
 fallinto the Weakneffes, and Folly ofthe 
Ignorant: We muft always be. prepared 
for the prefent, Mind the. Thing before 
aintioM US 5 
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us $ and the Tools too with which we are - 
to Work, hl on tad oa 

XLIV. When you are’ Shock’d by any — 

Man’s Impudence, put this Queftion to 

your felf: Isit poffible for fuch Impu- 

: dent Peoplenot to be in the World ? No 
Abe S- indeed. * Why then do you with for — 
ed Vice an Impofiibility ? For this Lewd, Ill-be- 
necrfliry hav'd Fellow, is one of thofe neceflary 
ing of afcalsthatthe World can't difpence with. © 
Virtue ‘This Reflection will furnifh you with Pa- 
el tience for a Knave, or any other ill Body. 
For when you confider that there’s no liv- — 

ing without this fort of Cattel, youl © 

treat them with more Temper upon occa- 

fion. And to fortifie you farther, youl © 

find that Nature has arm’d you at all © 
Points, fent an Antidote againft every 
Difeafe, and provided you fome Virtue 

or other.againft all fort of Vice, and Im- 
morality. For the purpofe, if you have 

todo with a troublefome Blockhead , you 

have Mecknefs, and Temper for your 
Guard, and fo of the reft. Tis likewifé 

in your power, to inform the Man bet- 

ter, and fet him right: For every one 

that does an ill Aétion, is really out of 

his way, and miffes his Mark, tho’ he 

may not know it. Befides, what harm 

have you receiv'd ? If you examine the 

Cafe, you'l find none of thefe provoking 

τ Mortals 
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Mortals have done your Mind any Da- 
mages: Now that is the only place in 
which you are capable of being hurt. 
Pray wHere’s the Wonder if an Ignorant 
Fellow has done like himfelf? If you ex- 
pected other things from him, you are 
much to blame. His want of Sence , or 
Principles, might make you conclude up- 
on his Misbehaviour, and yet, when that 
which was moft likely has happen’d, you 
feem furpriz'd atit. Farther, when you 
complain of a Notorious Knave, you are 
{till more to blame. For tho’ his Ho- 
nefty might have been a Difappointment, 
Falfhood ought to be none : And what 
could make you believe he would baulk 
his Cuftom, and Fancy for your fake > 
To goon: You have done a kindnefs to 
fuch aPerfon, and becaufe he makes no 
Return you grow Peeyifh, and Satirical up- 
on him: Inearneft , Thisis a fign that 
you had a mercenary View, and that you 
were but a Huckfter in the Mask of a 
Friend ; For otherwife you would have 
been fatisfied with a generous Action, and 
made Virtue her own Reward. To argue 
the Point a little: You have obliged a 
Man, ‘tis very well! What would you 
have more ? Is net the Confcioufnels of 
doing a good Office, a fufficient Confide- 
ration >? You. have humour’d your own 
N Nature, 
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Nature,and aéted upon yout’ Conttitution — 
and muft you ftill have fomething over — 
and above ? This is juft as ifan Eye, or — 
a Foot fhould demand’a Sallery for their 
Service, and not fee a Pin, or move a 
Step, without fomething for their Pains. 
For as thefe Organs are contriv'd for par- 
ticular Functions , which when they per- 
form, they purfue their Nature, and at- 
tain their perfection; So Manis made to ~ 
be Kind, and Oblige , and his Faculties 
are ordered accordingly. And therefore 
when he doesa geod Office, and proves 
ferviceable to the World, he follows the 
Bent, and anf{wers the End of his Being; 
atid when he does fo, he moves fmooth- 
ly, and is always in the beft Condition. 


BOOK x. 


My Soul are you ever to be rightly 

Good,Uncompounded,and Uniform, — 
Unmask’d, and made more Vifibletoyour ~ 
felf than the Body that hangs aboutyou? — 
Are you ever likely to Relifh Good Na- © 
ture, and General Kindnefs,asyouought? — 
‘Will you ever be fully fatisfied, get above — 
Want, and Wifhing, and never defire to © 
fetch your pleafure out of any Thing Fo- — 
reign, either Living, or Inanimate ? Not — 
: defiring ἢ 
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_ joyment, nor Place for Elbow-room, nor 
_ Climate for good Air, nor the Mufick of 
- goodCompany ? Can you abftraé your 
 felf thus from the World, and take your 
leave of all Mortals , and be contented 
with your prefent Condition, let it be i 
what it will >? And be perfuaded that you 
are fully furnifh’d, that all things will do 
well with you ; for the Gods are at the 
_ Head of the Adminiftration; And they 
_ will approve of nothing but what is for 
the beft, and tends to the Security and 
Advantage of that Good, Righteous,Beau- 
tiful, and Perfe& Avimal , * which Ge-* The 
᾿ς World of 
_ nerates, and fupports all Things, and (οὐ. ¢-. 
> Keeps thofe Things which Decay from Book 4. 
_ running out of Compa(s, that other re- ore 
fembling Beings may be made outof them? 5:8. 9, 
In a word, Are you ever likely to be fo 
happily qualified , as to Converfe with 
the Gods, and Men in fuch a manner, as 
neither to complain of them, nor be con- 
demn’d by them? | 
ἢ]. Examine what your Nature requires 
as if you had no other Law to Govern 
you. And when you have loo’d into herin- 
Clinations never bavik them, unlefs. your 
Animal Nature,or the Intereft of your Body 
are likely tobe worfe-for’t. Then you are to 
examine what your Axizal Nature or thie 
N 2 Intereft 
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* God. 


Interreft of your Senfes demands ς And here 
you may indulge your Ap etite as far as 
you pleafe, provided vith, ational Nature 
does not fuffer by the Liberty. Now your 


Rational Nature admits of nothing but 


what is ferviceablé to the reftof Mankind 3 
Keep to thefe Rules and you'l have πὸ need 
of Rambling for farther Inftruction. 

ΠΙ. Whatever happens, you have no 
reafon to take it ill ; For either you have 
{trength to bear it or you have not: Ifyou 
have, exert your Nature, and ne’fe mur- 
mut atthe matter. But if the weight is 
to heavy for you, *twill crufh your Sences, 
and then you wont feelit. And here you 
are to.remember that tothink a Thing to- 
lerable, is the way to make it fo: Now 
to think it neceflary, is the way to think 
it tolerable. PrefS it but ftrongly from 
the Topicks of Intereft, or Duty, and you 
will go Thorough. 

IV. Is any one Miftaken ? Undeceive 
himCivily, and fhow him his Overfight. 
But if you can’t convince him , blame 
your own Management, tho’ its poffible 
you may not always deferve it. 

V. What ever happens [0 you, Was pre- 
ordained your Lot,and that Chain of Cau- 
fes which Conttitutes Fate, tyed your Per- 
fon,and theEwent together, from allEternity ἢ 

VI. Either side? and Chance, ΟΥ̓ Na- Ὑ 


ture * 


ο΄ Μεριτάτιον5, Ὁ 
ture * are Uppermoft : Now Tam for the 


latter part of the Disjanétion ; and lay it 
down for.a ground in the firft place, that 


Jam part of that Whole which. is all un- 


der Natures Goyernment. Secondly , I 
am in fome meafure Related to thofe Be- 
ings which are.of my,own Order and Spe- 
cies. Thefe Points being agreed; I fhall 
apply them: Infonmmch then as Tamapart 
of the Oviverfe, [hall never be difpleas'd 
with the General Appointment : For that 
can never be prejudicial to the ‘parts , 
Whichdas fetviceable 10 τς whole. Nei- 
ther is the ‘Oniverfe clog’d- with) any In- 
cumbrance. For the Nature of no Being 
4s anEnemyto it felf. But the World* 


thas this Advantage above other. particu- 
dar Beings, that.there a¢nothing to.Limic, 


or Over-rule it: No Foreign power to 
force it upon Unfriendly © Productions. 
Since-thereforeI am a, Member of fo Mag- 
nificent 4 Body , and belong to fuch an 
Uncontrolable Soveraignty, I fhall free- 
dy Acquiefs'in what ever happéns to me. 
Farther, inas much as 1 havea particu- 
lar Relation to my own Species, I willne- 
ver do any thing againft Common Right , 
or the Intereft of Society. On the other 
hand, I fhall make it my Bufinefs to O- 


 eblige Mankind , layout my whole Life 
 fortheadvantage of the Publick, and for- 
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bear all fort of Liberty which has a Ten 4 
dency to the contrary. And by holding — 
to this ConduG,I fhall be Happy of Courfes — 
As that Burgher muft needs be who is al- 
ways plodding for the Benefit of his Cor= 
poration, and perfettly fatisfied with that 
Intereft and Stationthe Government thall | 
affign him. | 
VII. Whatever lies within the Conti | 
pafs of the Uxiverfe, muft of neceflityCor- 
rupt and Decay ; By Corruption I mean 
only Alteration. Now if this be an Evil, 
‘tis a neceflary one; by confequence the 
Whole of Nature muft be in a bad Condi- 
tion, by having the parts fo flenderly put 
together, and [Ὁ very much difpos'd to 
Moulder’, and drop in peices. And if 
the Cafe ftands thus, Nature muft: either 
defign unkindnefs to her felf, ‘by making 
the Parts of her own Body fubject ἴο an 
unavoidable Misfortune, or elfé fhe hud- 
Jed up Things in the Dark, without fore- 
feeing what would become of them. But | 
both thet fuppofitions are highly impro- | 
bable.Now ifany Man hasa mind to leave — 
Natuve,or theF irftGaufe,out of theScheme, — 
and affirm thatThings follow theMake, and i 
Tendency of their Gonftitution ; He that 
affirms this, does ‘but expofe himfeif , ‘by ἢ 
granting in the firft place, that the | Parts ) 
of the Univerfe are made for: sags | 
An i 
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"And then falls'a Wondring, and Growl- 
- ing at Decay, and Revolution; as if 
᾿ς fuch Accidents were Unnatural, and. Ex- 
_ traordinary : Efpecially fince Things do 
_ but return whencethey came, and fall, 
back no farther then their firft Principles. 
For upon the Diffolution of particular Bo- 
dies, either the Elements are {catter’d at 
large, orelfe they:march {traight to their 
Head Quarters; And that which is folid 
turns to Earth, andthe particles of Air 
joyn their own Element ; And thus they 
are’ receiy'd into the’'main Body of the 
Oniverfe.s; The Univerfe 1 fay, which will, 
either, be deftroy’d by Fire, after a cer. 
tain Period ; Orvelfe, be renew'd by. per- 
petual Viciffitudes. Τὸ return +I-would 
not παν νοι think that thofe particles of 
Earth;.or Air 5; which you have. now in 
your Conftitution, are the fame with thofe 
you brought into, the World, with you, 
Don't miftake : Your Body has been made 
over and over fince that time. The Matter 
which now belongs to.you isasit were but 
of yefterday’s growth; tho’ youhave lived 
fo long in the World, your Carcafe is but 
ayoung one; For you have taken it all 
in at, your Mouth but fomewhat) Jately : 
And therefore when you perceive it wear 
off you,need not be fo mach. troubled at 
the Lofs : For-the Alterations in your Bo- 
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you had from your Mother 5 but only of 
fome~frefher Recruits of no long ftanding. Ὁ 


But fuppofe you had ftill the fame Body 


ἘΠ᾽ Acier, 


*T8 σύμ- 
eter. 


you was Born with; what would you do 
with it without the benefit of Change? 
without a new fupply of Matter which 
mutt alter the Cafe, Nourifhment, and 
Growth, are perfectly impracticable ; Be- 
fides, Death can’t be far off,and thea both 
New Matter and Old, muft taketheir leave, 
and be {wept to their ref pecttiveLlements* 
VII. When you have given your felf 
the Titles of ἃ Man of Mod lefty, and:Good 
Nature, of Truth, and Prudence, of Rie- 
fignation, and Magnanimity., take care 
that your Prattife anfwers up to your 
Character 5 And if your Diftinétions and 
your Life Do not agree, if any of thefe 
glorious Names are’ loft in your Mifma- 
nagement, recover them as foonas you 
can. Remembring withal, that Prudence 
implies Confideration, Care and Contpre- 
henfive Enquiry: that to be Unanimous 
*or Refign'd, fignifies a Chearful com- 
plyance withthe Allotments of Providence. 
That Magnaninuty imports an Elevation 
of Soul, a Noble contempt of. Pleafure 
and Pain ; of Glory and Death 3 and all 
thofe things which People are either fond 


or atraid οὗ Now # you can earn the 


Honour 
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- Honour of this Stile and neither fly out | 
᾿ of the compafs of the Charadéter, nor yet Ἶ 
| defireit from other Folks, youl be quite | 
| another Man, and fteer a quite different 
| Courfe from what you doatprefent. And 
 indéed ‘tis high time to begin: For to de= 
fire to go on at this rate, to be polluted 
with Appetite, and: Harraffed with Pafhii 
onany longer, 45 ἃ fencelefs anda fcatida- 
louswifh. It refembles the meanefs of 
thofe poor Wretches in the Amphitheater; 
who when they are half devoured, * and (Py Lions 
have nothing but Wounds left them, beg Beals of 
notwithftanding to be refpited till the of Prey. 
Morrow ; tho’ they know themfelves only 
referved for the fame Teeth that tore them 
Defore. Actup then to thefe few Names 
of Credit , and work them anto the Soul 
of you. And if you find your Virtuebig | 
enough for thePractice,ftand your Ground, 
_ andthink your {elf Tranfported to the | 
Fortunate Iftauds. * But if you are overs _).*F= 
matclid, andibegin togive way, and per- the Hea- 
ceive your Station an Impediinent, éen ‘<>. 
knock off, and retire where you'may ma- 
nage better. And if this won't do, you 
may give Life the flip; but then let 
there be nothing of Paffion, sor ‘Hurry in 
the Manner : Walk gravely and handfom- 
ly amto the other World ; And ‘thus the 
daft AGion of your Life wall be the only 
Line one 
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the more effectually, you fhould confider 
that Imitation is the moft:acceptable part 
of Worfhip, and that the Gods had much 


one worth the owning.’ And to. remem+ ; 
ber thofe good Qualities above mention’d — 


rather Mankind fhould Refemble, than — 


Flatter them : That Operation is the right 
Proof of Nature ; That Trees are. diftin- 
ae by their Fruit, Dogs by the Qua- 
i 


ties proper to their Kind; And thusit — 


holds with Men too, who ought to quit 
that Name,unlefs they can anfwer theldea, 
and make out their Claim by theirAGions. 
-» TX. Unlefs you are very careful, this 
Campaining; Tempeftuous Life you are’ 
engaged ἔπι τῆς Liberties of your Court; 
your own Lazynefs, and the Flatteryiof 
your Subjeds, will conftantly be doing 
you Differvice, wear out the noble Im- 
preflions of Philofophy,:and make your 
Study of Nature Infignificant. , How then 
are you to manage upon all Occafions ἢ 
In fucha manner, as to omit neither Bufi- 
nefs nor Thinking. Τὸ be modeft in the 
Conf{cioufnefs of your Improvement,» but 
not fo far as to undervalue your Know- 
ledge, and’keep -it out of ‘Sight... When 


you are thus well-skill’d both in Theory; — 
and Prattice; then your Virtues will Re- — 
gale you, and you! relifh the Advantage — 
of Philofophy.. Thenyou'l beableto ἄπ 
: derftand | 


del 
4 < 


_ derftand the Bottom of every Thing ; To 

_ pronounce upon its Nature, the Ingredi- 
- ents, twas made of,and the Weight it has 
in the World; To calculate its Continu- 
ance, who are likely to be affeéed with 
it, and what’ Powers they are which can 
both give, and take it away. 

X. A Spider when fhe has catched a 
Fly thinks fhe has donefome great Mat- 
ter, and fo does a Sports-man when he 
has run down a Hare, and a Fifherman 
too, when he has overeach’d a Sprat, or 
a Gudgeon : fome others, muft kill a 
‘Boar, or a Bear, before they can grow 
conceited; And a fourth fort value them- 
felves extremely upon their Hunting the 
Sarmatian Mofs Troopers: Tho’ it may be 
in this laft Cafe, if you go to the Defini- 
tion of Robbing, the one, are as much 
Theives as the other. | | 

XI. Sit clofely to the Study of Phyficks, 
that you may obferve the fteps, and learn 
the Hiftory of Nature, and trace the Pro- 
srefs of Bodies from one Form and Spe- 
cies to another: Contemplate often upon 
this Subject, for there’s nothing contri- 
butes fo much to Greatnefs of Mind, as a 
thorough Infight into thefe Matters. *He 
that’s rightly affected with this Speculati- 
‘on, has in a manner laid his Body afide 
and all that belongs to it. He confiders 
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“that this World will quickly’ be ὁ 


on. In Confequence of thefe’ Thoughts, — 


Tht is he is all Juftice and Refignation. » * And 
‘ence a8 for what People think, ortalk of him, 
or practife agein{t. him, he never minds i. 
He has but two Points to fecure, that is, 
to be Honeft in what he does, and con- 
Fate.  tented:with what he Receives: 4 As for 
other Projects and Fancies, He has done 
with them. His BufinefS 15 only to live 
by Reafon, andto follow that Pathwhich 
Nature has chalk'd out for him, for info 
doing he has the Deity for his Guide. ~~ 
ΧΗ, What need-you be Anxious abont 
the Event, when you may examine.the 
Enterprize, and debate the Reafonable- 
nefs of it? If you find it practicablesand 
proper, go on, and let nothing. diveft 
you. But if you can't fee through it, 
make a halt, and take the beft Advice 
upon the Cafe. And if your Meafures 
happen to -be broken by fome new Emer- 
gency, make the moft of-what 1s in your 


Power, and always ftick to the point of — 


Honefty : For after all, that is the beft 
Stake in the Hedge: For, tho’the grand 


Defign may not’ fucceed, yet when ‘tis — 


fairly undertaken, and well managed, it 


-makes,one. eafy under the /Mifcarriage,: ~ 
δῶ | Reafon — 


ver with | 
him, that he muft take his leave of Man- | 
kind, and remove into an otherConditi- | 


5 ee 
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' Reafon and Juftice are pléafant Compa- 
' nions; and thofe that keep to them, are 
| always {atisfied, and in good Humour. — 

_ XIII. When you are firft awake you 
fay put this Queftion 5. whether another 
Man’s Virtue will fignify any thing to the 
᾿ doing your BufinefS ? No, unlefs you help 
_ your felf, another Man’s Mind will no 
mofe improve you, than another Man's 
Mouth will rourifh you: This thoughe 
may do you Service in a Morning, atid 
help to make the Day more fignificant. 
And now I think on't, don’t forget what 
fort of Men thofe are which value them- 
felves fo much upon the Good or Ill Cha- 
racter, they give their Neighbours ; one 
would imagine by their bragging they 
could govern the World with their 
Tongues, and talk People into what Con- 
dition they had a mind to. But then 
thefe mighty Men of Satyr, and Panegy+ 
rick, how fcandaloufly do they live? How 
are they overgrown, with Luxury and 
Lewdnefs? How foolifh are their Fancies, 
and how unreafonable their Fears > How 
much Truth-do they mutther with theit 
ptating s/ and how often do they fteal from 
an hofeft Man, to make a Knavelook the 
better ? But after all, they have the worft 
on’t, by abufing that Reafon which might 
| have {εν ἃ them to fe-many Excellent 
_ Purpofes. XIV. He 
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Marcus Anroninuss) 
ο΄ “ρον XIV. He that confiders that Nature * — 
has the Difpofal of all Things, will δά- 
drefs her in this Language’ of Refpe&, — 
Give me what you pleafe, and take what you — 
pleafe away. I'm contented. This isthe — 
{train of a Man bred to Sobriety, and — 
Good Principles. And tho’ the Exprefli- 
" on may be extraordinary, there’s not the 
leaft tinéture of Vanity in it, butit pro- | 
ceeds wholly from Obedience, and Satif- — 
faction. ) 
᾿ XV. Your time is almoft over, there- 
fore live as if you were retired in the 
Country. Place fignifies nothing ; Virtue 
and Philofophy, will thrive every where, 
provided you mind your Bufinefs. Ne- 
ver run into a Hole, and fhun Company: 
No. Let the World have the Benefit of ~ 
a Good Example, and look upon an ho- 
neft Man ; and if they don’tlike him 5 let 
them knock him on the Head; for ‘tis 
much better he were ferv’d fo, then to 
live at their rate of Diforder. 

XVI. Notion without Practice is Imper- 
tinence; {pend no more time then in fta- — 
ting the Qualifications of aManof Virtue, 
but endeavour to get them. 

XVII. Take the whole Bulk of Matter, 
and all the Extent of Timefrequently into — 
your Thoughts: And then confider that — 
all particular Bodies-are but a Grain νὰ Ἷ 
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turning of a Wimble in refpect of Time. 

- XVIII. Don’t fuffer the Appearances of 
| Things to dazle your Sight, and deceive 
you : Examine them clofely, and you'l 
find them ready to decay, and tumble. 
And that all Things are made as it were 
to be uninade again. 

XIX. Confider what an humble Figure 
the biggeft People make when they are 
eating, {leeping, and doing the other 
coarfe Work of Nature, to which they 
are all condemn’d! But then, when they 
are in their Altitudes, in their Pomp, or 
in their Paflion ; ftrutting, or mauling 
their Inferiours ; you would take them 
for an other fort of Creatures, and that 
— they fancy themfelves more tham Mortal 
Men! And yet how many little Mafters 
did they lately cringe to, how mean was 
their Service and their Salary ; and what 
a forry Condition will they come to in a 
fhort time ? * * Lither 

XX. That’s beft for every Man which © ΜΓ 
God fends him; andthe time of bis fend- Sus.” 
ing too, is always a Circumitance of Ad- 
vantage. 

XXI. The Earth, as the Poet has it, 

* loves the Refrefhment of aShower, and the " Eurip 
Clouds, when they are loaden, love to fend 
#. And the World loves to execute the 
“}: De- 
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* Plato 
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Decrees of Fate; and therefore fay 1 to 
the World, * your Inclinations and mine 
fhall always be the fame. t oe 

XXII. Either you will take the Bene- © 
fit of Cuftom, and keep to your old Courfe — 
of Life, or youl ftep farther into the © 
World, as your Fancy fhall lead you, or © 
elfe Death will give you your Quietas eff, 
one of thefe Cafes muft happen, therefore | 
be not difcouraged. i ee | 

XXIII. Take it fora Rule, that Philo- © 
fophy is every where Pratticable; And | 
that there’s no fuch great Matter in Re- | 
tirement. A Man may be Wife and Se- — 
date in a crowd, as well as in a Defart, © 
and keep the Noife of the World from — 
getting within him: In this Cafe as Pla- © 
to obferves, * the Walls of a Town, and the © 
Inclofure of a Sheep-fold, may be made the — 
fame thing. 

XXIV. How does my Mind ftand affe@- — 
ed > What Condition is my Underftand- — 
ing in, and to what Ufes do I put τ 
Does not Thought and Reafon run low’ — 
with me > Am I not grown felfith, and — 
broken loofe from the General Intereft? — 
Is not my Soul as it were melted intomy 
Senfes, and perfeCHy govern’d by them? © 

XXV. He that runs away from hisMa- © 
{ter is a Fugitive ; now the Law * is © 
every Man's Mafter, and therefore he that — 

| Tran | 
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_ Tranfgrefies itisa Defertor. And un- 
der this Character we may range all thofe 
that are diflatisfied with the Adminiftra- 
tion of the World ; Angry at what is paft, 
‘and Uneafy about the Future: For thefe 
People were it intheir Power would {fet 
afide that Juftice which gives every one 
his Due, and break through the Orders 
of Providence. 

XXVI. The Formation of the Fxtus, is 
a great Subject for Contemplation : The 
firft Principles of Life are extremely flen- 
der, and Myfterious; And yet Nature 
works them up intoa {trange increafe of 
Bulk, Diverfity, and Proportion. And 
after the Birth is over, the Infant is fup- 
ported by throwing a little Nourifhment 
down the Throat ont. And here the 
Force and Conduct of the Operation is 
extraordinary. For what can be more 
{urprizing than to fee fuch wonderful Ef 
fects from fo Unpromifing a Caufe? To 
fee Growth and Motion, and Strength 
and Beauty ; all the Functionsand Force , 
and Ornament of the Creature, {prout out 
ofa little Pap, or Gruel ¢ Thefe things 
tho’ they are wrought inthe Dark , and 
we can’ttrace them with our Senfes, no 
more than we can the Caufes of Grevita- 
tions For all this, our Underftandings 
may reach a great way; and difcoverthe 
O Miracles 
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Miliadles of ΡΣ δὶ tho’ not the Man- . 
ner of their performance. | 

XXVII. You'l do well to reméinbet that q 
the World is juft as it was formerly, and 
will goon at the fame rate, when you 
are Dead and gone. If you either Dip 
into Hiftory , or recollect your own Me- 
mory, you'l perceive the Scenes of Life 
{trangly Uniform, and nothing but the 
Old Plays reviv Δ, Take a view of the 
Courtsof Adrian, Antoninus Pins, of Phi- 
lip of Macedon or Crefus; And youl find 
the Grimace, and Entertainment the fame, 
only the Aéors are different. 

XXVIH. He that ftruggles with his For- 
tune, and makesan AffliGionon’t, is much 
like a Hog that Kicks, and Cries out when 
his Throat is cutting : And he that Mourns 
privately over himfelf when he is Sick, is 
not muchbetter. We fhould confider that 
we are tyed to the Chains of Fate, that 
all Accidents are inevitable , that none 
but Rational Creatures have the privilege 
of Moving Freely , and making Necefli- 
ty aChoice: All other Things are forc’d 
onward, and Drag’d along to their 
Doom. wet ou Ἷ 

XXIX. Confider the fatisfactions of 1 
Life fingly, and examine them as they. | 
come up; And then ask your felf, af 1 


Death is fuch aterrible Bugbear in taking Ι] 


12.50.31 them from you ? * XXX. When | 
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difturbs you, difmifs the Image of the In- 
jury, and bethink your felf whether you 
have not been guilty of the fameFault:For 
Inftance, whether you have not over-valu- 
ed Money, or Pleafure, or Fame, or the 
like. Such Reflexions will quickly make 
you cool, and come to Temper ; e{peci- 
ally if you confider the Offender was not 
altogether his own Man, but under the 
force of {ome untoward Paffion or other : 
You would do well therefore, if you can, 
to ftep in to the Refcue,and free him from 
the Caufe of his Diforder. 

XXXI When you confider Sutyriox the 
Socratift, thinkupon Eutyches, or Hymens 
* And when you remember Euphrates 3 *The δῇ 
think upon Exntychion, or Sylvanus And Foe 
when Alciphrow comes:into your Head , through- 
carry your Thoughts to Tropeophorits 3 atid ot this E- 
when you are mufing upon Xevophon, ΟΥ̓ on, de 
Crito, let Severvs come into the Contem= ποῖος ἃ 
plation’; Andwhen you make your felf hea 
the Subject of your Meditations , bring lived be. 
fome of the Emperours your Predeceffors Pr< the 
into your Company ; And ‘thus fet the rourstiind 
Dead and the Living of the fame Chaz the others 
} racter, andProfeffion, always one againtt were kat 

- another, then ask the Queftion : where Conrem- 
_ arethofe Men that made fucha Figure for- ΝΣ 
᾿ merly? The Anfwer will be, they are no 
O 2 where 


XXX. When any Bodies Misbehaviour 


i 
, 


᾿ς 


* Vid. An- 
not. D’A- 


Clere 
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where, or at leaft no where that I know 

of. Thus you'l be ftrongly convine’d that — 
Men are but Smoak, and Bubbles; They — 
Vanith as they Rife, and break foon after 
the Swelling : And this Impreffion will 
go the deeper, if you confider that what is 
once perifh'd and Sunk, will never come 
up again exactly. * As for your fhare of 
Time : ‘tis but a Moment in Comparifon; 
Why then can’t you manage that little 
Handfomly, and be fatisfied? What α Νο- 
ble opportunity of Improvement do you 
run away from ὃ For what are all the Re- 
volutions of Nature , and the Accidents 
of Life, but Tryals of Skill, and Exerci- 
fes of Reafon > A wife Man that has look’d 
through the Caufes of Things, makes but 
a Diverlion of them. Goon then, with 
the Theory and Praétice of Philofophy , 
till you have digefted the Subject , and 
conquered the Difficulty ; For I would 
have you be like a {trong Stomach , that 
matters ali fort of Diet, and makes Nou: 
rifhment of it; Or if you pleafe , like a 


Fire well kindled, which catches upon. 1 


every thing you throw in,andturnsitinto — 
Flame and Brightnefs. 

XXXII. Put it out of the Power of — 
Truth to give you an ill Character; And — 
if any Body reports you not to be an Ho- 
heft, ora.Good Man, let your. Practice © 


ΝΟ ΨΥ 
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givehim the Lye: This is all very feafi- 

ble: For pray who can hinder you from 

being Juft, Sincere, and Good Natur’d 

ifyouhave a mindto it? To make all 

fure, you fhould refolve to live no longer 

then you can live Honeftly ; For, in ear 

neft, you had much better be Nothing, 

thana Knave. if 
XXXIII. What is it which is ποῦ pro- ; 

nerto be faid, or done, upon the pre- 

fent Occafion > That Queftion I confefs 

is pertinent, but let it be what it will, ’'m 

{ure ‘tis in your power to come up tot; 

and titerefore never pretendit imprattica- 

ble. You'lnever leave Grumbling , and 

Growling till you have brought your 

Fancy to your Philofophy , till you can 

practife Virtue witha Guft, and make 

your Duty your Pleafure : And why you 

fhould not do this I can’t imagine ; For 

the Practife of Virtue is nothing but Hu- 

mane Powers naturally fet onwork ; ‘Tis 

only putting the Wheels in the Motion 

they were contriv’d for, and going juftas 

you were Made. Now Nature’s poftures 

are always eafie,.and which is more, no- 

thing but your own Will, can put you 

out ofthem. The Motion of a Cylinder 

may be ftopt, Fire and Water may be 

check’d in their Tendency, and fo may a- 

ny part of the Elementary, Vegetative, and 

: O 3 Animal 


τ Animal World ; In this Cafe a great many 
Obftruéions may interpofe. But there's — 


hothing can block up a Soul, ftop the 


_ Courfe of Reafon, or hinder a Thought — 


from running in the right Channel. He 
that confiders the irrefiftible Liberty of 
the Mind,that fhe moves as eafily as Fire 
doesupwards, asa Stone downwards, as 
a Cylinder on a fmocth Deftent ; will 
trouble his head about nothing farther. 
For all other Impediments proceed either 
fromthe Body, which he looks upon ra- 
ther as a Carkafs, than a Companion , or 
elfe they are founded in Opinion, and un- 
lefs we betray our felves, and. defert our 
Reafon, can do usno manner of Mifchief: 
Otherwife, ΠῚ Fortune, as ‘tis commonly 
call’d, would make a Body an ill Man: 
For all other Produ&ions of Natare, or 
Art, when any hart happens to them 
they are certainly the worfe fort: But 
here 2 Manis the better for what he fuffers; 
He improves his Value , and: raifes his 
Character, by making a right ufe of ἃ 
Rugged Accident. ἴη fhort I would have 
you remember, that no Burgher can re- 
ceive any Damage by that which doesnot 


. Affe&t his Corporation 5 Neither can the 
Community fuffer, uniefs the Laws, by — | 


which ‘tis Govern’d, are broken, and 
fuffer too: But thefe Misfortunes as’ they 


ἅτε ἢ 


arecall’d, don’t violate τς Contlitution ; 
nor break in upon the Laws,therefore they 
don’t. Damage the Corporation , nor by 
confequence any Member in it. * 
XXXIV. He that’s well Tinétur'd with 7.5 %e 
Philofophy needs but a fhort Receipt : A Corpora. 
common Cordial will keep up fuch aMan’s tics, τὴς 
Spirits, and expel the Cold from his Heart. -™Perott 
A Verfe or two outof Homer willferve for World, ὃς 
a Hint, and doe his.bufinefS. Letthe Ρο- ὧν ὡς | 
et {peak. cra 


Orderand 
Decrees 


ey f Provi- 
Men are like Leaves in Verdure and Decay, dence, See 


As Spring fupplyes what Autiuzn blows away, Book ς. 
So Mortals fade , and flourebh ix their au ἘΠῚ 
Ἑ, 


Turns. * 


You fee how {lenderly Humane Felici- 
ty is put together, your Children are but 


Leaves upon the Matter, a little blaft may 


take therh from you. The frefheft Law- 
rels wither apace, and the Ecchoes of 
Fame are foon filenced ; And which has 
fome Comfort, fo isCenfure and Reproach 
too. All thefe Matters like Leaves 
have their Spring for Growing , then a 
puff of Wind fends them packing, and 
quickly after the Wood is new furnifh’d a- 
gain. Things are ftrangly fhort-livds 
And yet your Appetites, and Fears Grafp, 
and Scamper at thatrate, as if all was Ἐ-- 

Ω.4 ver- 


γέ, -- 
Ἂ ae ks) ἾΣ ; 
νὴ Ais ἊΝ 
Sac’ ae 
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verlafting. But for all your haft, your — 
Head will be laid in a fhort time, and — 
then he that is your chief Mourner, will 
quickly want another for himfelf. q 

XXXV. An Eye that’sftrong andright- 
ly difpos’d, is indifferent to all Colours, — 
therefore if it calls for Greens, *tisa fign 
tis weak and out of order : Thus when 
the Hearing and Smelling are in a good © 
condition, they don’t pick andchufetheir 
Objects, but take in all manner of Scents 
and Sounds, thus a Strong Stomach dif- 
patches all that comes into it , like a 


Mill that Grinds all fort of Grain. And 


thus a Mind that’s Sound , and Healthy 
is prepared to Digeft all forts of Acci- 
dents; And therefore when ’tis clamo- 
rous in fuch wifhes as thefe, O that my 
Children may Live and Flourith, that Imay 
be every Bodies Favourite, and be commend- 
ed for every thing I doe: When the Mind 
1 fay is thusfickly and untoward, “tis juft 
like an Eye that’s all for Green Colours , 
and like a fet of Teeth that would touch 
nothing by their Good will, but Flum- 
mery, and Pudding. 

XXXVI. There’s no Body fo Happy in 
his Family and Friends, but that fome of 
them when they fee him going, will wifh 
for a good Riddance, and almoft.keep a 
tioly Day for bis Death : Let him be a 
| 7 Perfon 


i er as 7 ; a Persd WA Ὁ eee 
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dence, do you think fome Body or other 
won't drop fome of thefe Sentences over 
his Grave. Well! Our Man of Order and 
Gravity is gone, we fhall now beno more trou- 
“ bled with his Difcipline ! I can't fay he was 
ει ενγ ὦ to any of ws: But for all that, 
I'm fenfible he difliked our Management in 
his Heart. This is the beft Treatment ἃ 
Good Man muftexpeé&. Butalafs! as for 
our Conduct, how many Reafons will 
People mufter up to be rid of us? If you 
confider this when you are dying, youl 
quit with the lefs Reluctance. Say then 
to your felf, “Iam leaving an odd fort 
* of World, where the fharers in my For- 
‘tune, and the Objects of my Care and 
“ Kindnefs, thofe People for whom I have 
* drudg’d, and contriv’d, and wifh’d fo 
“ heartily, count my Life no better than 
“4 Grievance, and would fain be fhut of 
me; Now who would be fond of ftay- 
** ing in {uch Company any longer? How- 
ever, this Thought muft not go fo deep 
as to four your Humour. You muft keep 
your Temper, and part friendly with e- 
very Body ; but then yéur Good Nature 
muft not make you hang back: For as 
when a Man has an eafy Death, the Soul 
flides gently out of the Body, and takes 
her leave without Tugging ; fo you a 
wal 
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walk off handfomely, and. bid the World © 
adieu without Regret... "Tis true, Nature _ 
has twifted your Interefts,and tied you to- 
gether, but now fhe looféns the Knot, and — 
makes the fign to Difi ngage. ΕΠῚ ρα 

m 


then with the World as w y Friends 


and Relations, but for all my Κιπάπεϊ. | 


I won't be drage’ d from them : No, Pro- 
vidence would have me move freely, and 
therefore I'll do it. 

 XXKVIL’ Let at be your conftant Me- 
thod to look into the Defigh of Peoples 
Actions, and fee what they ‘would be at, 
as often as ‘tis Pratticable - ; And to make 
this Cuftom the more-fignificant, practife 
it firft upon your felf. 

XXXVIIE Remember that which pulls 
and hales you from one Paffion to another, 
is no External Force, but your Fancy wit b= 
in you. There lies the Rhetorick that 
perfwades you; That's the live Thing, 
and to {peak plainly, that’s the Man, after 
all. But when you talk of aMan, I would 
not have you tack Flefhand Blood to the 
Notion ; nor thofe Limbs neither which 
are made out ont: Thefe are but Toels 
for the Soul to work with, and no more 
a part of a Man, thanan Ax or a Plain, 
is a piece of a Carpenter : "Tis true, Na- 
ture has glewed them together, and they 
grow “as it were tothe Soul, and, —— 

a 


a ΄ 
& - > 
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ΟΠ 4{τπηῸ Difference. But the ufe of them 
_ depends folely upon the Mind: ’Tis the 
Will that either checks, or fets them ἃ 
goihg. They have but the Force of In- 
ftruments, and fignify no more without 
foreign Direttion, than a Shuttle, a Pen, 
or ἃ Whip, which will neither Weave, 


nor Write, nor Lath the Horfes, wirhout 
fome Body to manage them. 


ee ee ee eee 
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ft the E Properties of a Rational Soul! are 
 thefe. She has the Privilege, to 
look into her own Nature, to cut out her 
Qualities,and Form her felf to what Tem: 
per fhe pleafes : She enjoys her Produ&, 
(whereas Trees and Cattle, bring Plenty 
for other Folks.) Whether Life proves 
long or fhort, the gainsthe Ends of Living. 
Her Bufinefs is never maim’d by Intetrup- 
tion, as it happens’ina Dance, or a Play: 
No, fhe is never furpriz’d, her Perform- 
ances are {truck out at a Heat, and always 
finifhed and entire; Sothat the may fay 
with Modefty enough, I have fuftatn’d no 
Damages, but carry off all that belongs to 
me. Farther, She ranges through the whole 
World, views its. Figure ; looks into the 


Vacuum 


“Marcus ANTONINUS’s 


* The Sto- Vacuum on the out-fide on’t, * and ftretches — 
των ch on to an unmeafurable length of Time: — 
onthe out She contemplates the Grand Revolutions 
fide of the of Nature, and» how the Univer/e will be. 
therewas deftroy'd, + and renew’'d at certain Peri- 
sYeid or Ods: She confiders that there will be no- 
that is Ex thing #ew for Pofterity to gaze at; And 
tention, that our Anceftors ftood upon the fame 
uniu Level for Obfervation: That all Ages are 
with Sub- Uniform, and of a Colour, in fo much 
Rance of that in forty Years time, a tolerable Ge- 
+B» Gon Nius for Senfe and Enquiry, may acquaint 
βυρτατίοης himfelf with all that’s pa/t, and all that’s 
to come. Waftly, “Tis the Property of a 
Rational Soul, to love her Neighbours, 
to be remarkable for Truth and Sobriety ; 
To prefer nothing to herown Dignity and 
Authority, which is likewife the Cuftom 
and Prerogative of a Law; And thus far 
the Quality and Meafures of right Reafon, 

and publick Juftice are the fame. ) 
II. The way to defpife the Pleafure of 
a fine Song, a well-performed Dance, or 
the Olympick Exercifes, is asfollows τ: As 
for the Song, take the Mufick in pieces, 
and examine the Notes by themifelves, 
and ask as you goalong, Js zt this, or this 
fingle found, that has fubdued me ὃ You) 
be afham’d to coenfefs the Conqueft, and 
fo get clear of the Charm. Thus, to lef- 
fen the Diverfion of Dancing, -canfider 
every 
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_ every Movement and Gefture, apart. And 
_ this Method will hold with Refpe@ to the 
Olympick Exercifes. * In fhort, All o- “ Boxing, 

ther Entertainments but thofe of Virtue, ΡΝ 
abate by taking them afunder, and there- χει τ ρβν 


j Leaping 
fore apply the Expedient toall other parts and Play- 
. ing at 
of your Life. ρος 


ΠῚ. What a brave Soul is that, that’s 
always prepar'd to walk out of the Body, 
and unconcern’d about her being either 
extinguifh’d, fcatter’d, ~ or remov'd ὃ + Into A- 
Prepared I fay upon Judgment, and not '°™*s 
out of mere Obftinacy like the Chriftians : 
|| To recommend the Example, this For- qThe tru: 
titude muft have nothing of Noife or tveryof 
Oftentation, but be carried on with a Arpbege’s 
Solemn Air of Gravity, and Confiderati- mitrepre 
on. Real 

IV. Have I oblig’d any Body, or done μας 
the World any Service ? If fo, the Action 
has rewarded mes This Anfwer will en- 
courage Good Nature, therefore let it a)- 
ways be at Hand. 

V. What may your Trade or Profeffi- 
on be? “Tis to live like a Man of Virtue 
‘and Probity. And how can this end-be 
better compafs‘d, than by the Conte:npla- 
tion ofthe Nature of the World, and ef 
Mankind in particulars and the Influence 
oe one has upon the Affairs of the o- 
taer. 


VI. As 
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VI. As to Dramatick Performances, Tra- ὁ 
gedy appear'd firft. The Defign of them — 
was to fhow the Misfortanes of Life were 
Cuftomary and Common. That thus the — 
Fiction might reconcile them to the Rea- — 
lity; and that what diverted them upon 
the Stage, might furprize them the lefs 
when they met with it in the World. 
Thus People fee there’s no living without 
Accidents ; Mortifications, and fevere ones 
too, will happen; Kings and Princes can’t 
ftand clear of them. And to give the 
Stage-Poets their due, they have fome 
fententious and ferviceable Paflages ; as 
for Inftance, 


If I, and mine, are by the Gods neglected, 
There's reafon for their Rigour. 


Again, | 
Ne're quarrel Accidents, for Things are 
: Sullen, 
And don't regard your Anger 5 7 
Once more ; | 
Fate Mowes down Life like Corn, this 
' Morte! falls, 
* Eunip. And to ther flands awhile. * ¥ 
See Book 


7. Se&t 35 Lhefe Inftances may fuffice, otherwife I 
442. might go on withthem: Next to Tragedy, 
Old Comedy took a turn upon the Stages 
And here Pride and Ambition was Bie 

an 
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_ and pointed at, with great Freedom and 

_ Authority, and not without fome Succefs. 

And for this Reafon, Diogenes fometimes 

made ufe of the Poet's Difcipline. You 

are now to obferve that Middle Comedy 
fucceeded tothe O/d, and the New to the 
Middle ; This laft kind finking by de- 

grees to the Buffoonry of the Mim. ’Tis 

true, there are fome ufeful Expreffions to 

be met with even here: But then you are + Ὑ 
to confider the Tendency of the whole D’scicr’s 
Poem, and what ἐπεί Dramatick Diver- O°!" 


é tion thar 
fions drive at in General. * the Em- 
VI. Nothing is clearer to me thanthat rom 
the Principles you go upon + are as good ail forts of 
a Foundation for Philofophy, and Im- 7s: ; 
provement, as are to be met with in afy (ἐς 6°. 
other Se# whatfoever. parifon he 
Vill. A Bough by being loppd of a τς 


τς Old Comody 
. from another; muft of Neceffity be lopp’d tothenew; 


from the whole Tree: Thus a Man that Pecule 
breaks with another loofes the Benefit of made fn- 
the whole Community. °Tis true a Bough *rution, 
is lopp'd off by aForeign Hand; Butthis aah chee 
πὰ Anniqeition isall Voluntary 5. “Lis Principat 
the. Man that pulls himfelf afunder by his re 


ς Ὑ1Ὴε Em- 
untoward Averfion te his Neighbour: He perour’s 
little thinks by this unhappy Divifion, ™eFrie- 


ciples are 


how he  Difincorporates himfelf from the tre Love 
_ Body of Mankind! And here the Good-ofGod © 
- nefs of God who founded this Society is Qich 
ἐς « ΟΧ- bgur. 
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*See Back Family. * 
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er to grow to the Limb we left, andcome 
again into the Advantage of the main 


Body, But if this Misfortune is often re- 


peated, ‘twill be a hard Mattertoreftore 
the Part, and clofe the Divifion. Foras 
Gardiners obferve, a Bough cut off and 
Graffed in again, is notin the fame good 
Condition, with another which always 
Flourifn'dupon the Trunk ; For, tho’ the 
firftt does not grow out of its Kind, yet 


it fuffers fomewhat in its Figure and Beau 
See Book ty. 


* | 
ΙΧ, Never grow four upon Peoples Ma- 
lice, or Impertinence : Can they beat you 
off your Reafon, or {top your Progref$ in 
Virtue ; Not at all. Benot then Difcon- 
certed, nor check your Good-nature to- 
wards them. Ifyou meet with Oppofiti- 
on and Ill-will, you muft neither be Di- 
verted, nor Difturb’d, but keep your Point, 
and your Temper too. For as ‘tis a Weak- 
nefs to loofe your Spirits, and be thrown 
off your Conduéd, fo ‘tis likewife to be 
angty with Impertinent People: Upon 
the whole; They are both a fort of De- 
ferters from Providence, who are either 
frighten'’d from their Duty, or fall out 
with thofe of their own Nature, and 


> 


extraordinary. He has putitinour Pow- 
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ΠΧ, Nature falls fhort of Art in no In- 
 ftance; Art being but anImitation of Na- 
ture; Andif fo, the moft perfect and 
beft Furnifht, Naturecan’t be fuppos’d to 
work with lefs Reach than a comimon Ar- 
tificer. Now inall Arts the Le/s in value 
are contriv’d for the fake of the Greater : 
This therefore is the method of General 
Nature, or the Firft Caufe : And upon 
this Ground Juftice is founded, which 
confifts in a Regard, and Preference of 
Things according to their Dignity and 
Worth. The other Virtues are likewife 
Govern'd by this Rule, and are but As 
of Juftice. differently. applyed. But ΤῈ 
we can never be, if we are Eager and 


Anxious about . External Advantages, if 


we. are apt to be impos'd on , and στον 
~ heedlefs, and inconftant in our Motion. 

_ XI. Averfions, and Defires are the ge- 
neral occafions of Difturbance s Now fince 
the Objects of thefe Paflions don’t. prefs 
upon you, but ‘tis you that make up to 


them infome meafure, whereas they {tand _ 


off, and keep their Diftance,: * your Me- 
thod istherefore, to let your Opizzoz about 
them lye ftill ; This fufpenfion of your 
| Judgment, will bring you towards an In- 
difference. And.then you'l neither pur- 
fue, nor avoid them aay longer: - 


ft ὙΠ: The 


*See Book 
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What are you unwilling to fubmit to Pro- 
vidence ? Tocomply with the Intereft of 
the Uxiverfe, when you Know you were 
made on purpofe for’t. 

XIV. Peoplé generally Defpife, where 
they Flatter; And crifge to thofe they 
would gladly overtop, fo that Truth, and 
Ceremony, aretwo Things. 

XV. How fulfome, and hollow does 
that Man look that eryes, I’ refolu’d to 
deal clearly with yon: Heark you Friend , 
what need of all this Flourifh? Let your 
Actions {peak: To go to the right on’t , ie 
your Face ought to vouch for you, and 
your Sincerity be Legible upon your Fore- 
head. I would have Virtue look out of 
the Eye, no lefs apparently than Love 
does : I would have Honefty fo incorpo- 
rated with the Conftitution, fo mixed up 
with the Blood and Spirits, that it fhould 
be difcoverable by the Sences, and as ¢a- 
fily diftinguifh’'das Ranknefs, or a ftrong 
Breath ; fo that a Man mutt be forced 
to find it out whether he would or ne, 
Butontheother fide, an Affecation of 
being Real, isan untoward pretence: Ne- 
thing is more fcandalous than falfe Friend- 
fhip, and therefore of all things avoid it. 
In fhort; A Man of Integrity and Good~ 
Nature can never bé conceal’d, for his 
Character is wrought into his Gountenance. 
| ae α XVI. To 
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XVI. To beftow no moreupon-Objeets _ 
4 than they deferve,/and where Things are — 
ih Indifferent tolet our’ Thoughts. bé fo too, 
- is a noble Expedient for Happinefs ; The 
᾿ way tocome up to this Indifferency, is 
to look Through Matters, and take them 
quite afunder: * Remembring always , 
that Things can’t Charge into the Soul , 
nor fofce us upon any Opinions about 
them: They ftand Aloof, and are quiet; 
‘Tis our Fancy that makes them, Operate 
a and Gall us ; ᾿ΤΙ5 wethat Rate them and 
ime give them their Bulk, and Value; And — 
P yet tis in our Power to Jet it alone; And Ὁ 
if any falfe Colours are laid on by fur- © 
prize, we may rubthemout if Wepleafe: — 
We are likewife to confider that this Trou- 
ble won't laft, that Death will Relieve us 
quickly ; where then 15 the difficulty of 
{tanding upon our Guard a little while? 
If therefore your Circumftances put you 
ina way of Improvement, and there’s any 
thing to be made out of them, bid them 
heartily welcome, and then your Incli- 
nation will make you eafie: Butaf they 
prove unmanageably crofs, ( which by 
the way is a wrong Suppofition, ) Look 
out for fomething that’s more ferviceable 
to the Dignity of your Nature; And ne- 
ver let Infamy, or being Unpopular, * de- 
ter you from the Purfuit. For certainly 
, : 3 every 


w~ Δ. 


β 
| 


every Man may take leave to make him- 


~ felf Happy if he can. 


XVII. Confider the Original of all 
Things, the Matter they are made of; 
the Alterations they muft run through , 
and the Qualities confequent upon’t; And 
that all this Inftability of Nature has no 
manner of harm int. 

XVIII. Concerning thofe that offend , 
and difoblige you, confider in the Firft 
place, the Relation you ftand in towards 
them, andthat you are all made for each 
other. And as for your own part you 
are particlarly fet at the Head of the 
World; And like a Ram ina Flock, de- 
fign’d for Defence and Prote@ion. You 
may go higher in your Reafoning if you 
pleafe, and confider that either Chance, or 
Providence Governs the OUxiverfe 5 if the 
latter, then the Coarfer parts of the Cre- 
ation, were made forthe Service of their 
Betterss And thefe laft for the Intereft and 
Support of each other. 

Secondly ; confider how wretchedly 


They mifmanage their own Bufinefs, and. 


how farthey are gonein Luxury, and Li- 
bertinifm, efpecially you fhould remem- 
ber what {tron g Prejudices they lye under, 
how confident they are in their Miftakes, 
and with what fatistadion they play the 
Fool. 

i PR Thirdly ; 
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Thirdly; Confider that if thofe that — 
difoblige you, are in the Right, you have 
no reafonto be Angry ; But if they arein 
the wrong, ’tis becaufe they know no 
better. They are under the Neceflity of — 
their own Ignorance. For as all Error 
is involuntary ; fo no body would leffen 
themfelve fo much as to mifs either Ho- 
nefty, or Good Manners, if they were 
tightly aware on’t. Andthus we fee Peo- 
ple won't endure the Charge of Avarice, 
Ingratitude, or Knavery , without being 
{tung at the Imputation. 

_ Fourthly ; Don’t forget you are like 
the reft of the World, and Faulty your 
felfina great many Inftances; That tho’ 
you may forbear running Riot in fome 
Cafes, *tis not for want of an Inclination: 
And that nothing but Cowardize, Vanity, 
or fome fuch fcandalous Principle, hinders 
you from breaking out. 

Fifthly , That ‘tis fometimes a hard 
matter to becertain whether you have re- 
ceived ill ufage or not : For Men’s Actions 
oftentimes look worfe than they are: And 
one muft be throughly inform’d of a great 
many things before he can be rightly qua- 
lifyed to give Judgment in the Cafe. 

Sixthly, When you aremoft Angryand | 
Galld, remember that Humane Life lafts 7 


but a Moment, and that we fhall allofas 


very 
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very quickly , be laid in our Graves. 
Benth. Confider that’tis not other 

Peoples Actions, ( for they are lodg’d at 

Home, and are neither Good, nor bad to 

to any but thofe that do them, ) which 

difturb us, but only our own Opinions a- 

bout them. Do but then difmifs thefe 

Notions, and don't fancy the Thing a 

Grievance, and your Paflion will ceafe A 

immediately. But how can this Fancy be 

Difcharg’d ? By confidering that bare {ut- 

fering, has nothing of Infamy or Scandal 

int. Now.unlefs you reftrain the Notion Re 

of Evil to what is Scandalous and Difho- , 

neft, your own Vertue will grow precari- 

ous, and you'l beundera Neceffity of do- 

ing a great many unwarrantable Things.* ... τὰ 
Eighthly, Confider that our Angerand , +. 

Impatience often proves much more Mil- 

chievous , than the Provocation could 

poflibly have done. 

_ Ninthly, That Gentlenefs and Good 

Humour areinvincible, provided they are 

of the right Stamp, without any thing of 

Hypocrify, or Grimace. This isthe way 

to Difarm the moft Barbarous , and Sa- 

gave : Aconftancy in Obliging Behavi- 

our, will make the moft Outragious Per- 

fon afham’dof his Malice : The worlt Bo- ' 


Mepit 


dy imaginable can’t find in his heartto do 
you any Mifchief, if you continue kind 
P4 and 7 
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πὶ and unmov'd under ill Ufage, if you ftrike — 
BS in with the right opportunity for Advice; 
‘ Tf when he ts going to do you anill Turn, 
you endeavour to recover hisUnderftand- 
ing, and retrieve his Temper in fuch ~ 
gentle Language as this. Prethee Child be 
quiet, Men were never nade to worry one a- 
nother 5. In earneft if you go on, my dear 
Friend, you'l havethe worft ont , As for my 
part, I'm proof againft every Thing, but my 
ορ Folly. Then Proceed to Illuftrate 
the Point and let your Arguments be Ge- 
neral and Inoffenfive : Shew him that 
Brutes are upon better Terms than this 
comes to; That ‘tis not the cuftom of 
Bees to fpend their Stings upon their own 
kind, nor of one Heard of Cattle to draw 
up againft another. And let all this be 
done out of {tark Love and Kindnefs,with- 
out any thing of Bantering or Biting: You 
mutt likewife ftand clear of Vanity in your 
‘addrefs ; Don’t feem to fourifh uponthe 
Subject, as if you were declaiming in the 
Schools, and Courting the Audience for 
Commendation: If thereisany Company, 
nere fet your felf off tothem: But Dift 
eourfe him withas little Straining and Af- 


fectation, as if there was no body but ᾿ 


himfelf. 

~ Lav upthefe Nine Heads in your Memo- 
ry with as much Care as if they were ἃ Ὁ 
ποτ᾽ Prefent | 


ees 


MEDITATIONS 
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Prefent from the Nine Mufes : for now 


‘tis high time to begin to be a Man for © 


your Lifetime. And here you muft take 
care to Guard againft Flattery, as well as 
Anger ; For thefe are both unferviceable 
Qualities, and doa great dealof Mifchief 
in the World. And fora farther preferva- 
tive againft the latter, remember that 
Frowardnefs and Rage are Marks of an 
Unmanly Difpofition. Mildnefsand Tem- 
per are not only more Humane, but more 
Mafculinetoo : Onethus Affected appears 
much more brave, and Firm , and better 
fortified , than hethat’s Fuming, andout 
of forts. For impaffibility is an argu- 
ment of Greatnefs ; And he that has the 
leaft Feeling in thefe Cafes, has always 
the moft ftrength: On the other hand, 
as Grief is a fign of Weaknefs, fois An- 
ger too; A Man is wounded in both 
thefe Paflions, andthe fmart is too big for 
him. 

As you have received thefe Nine Pre- 
cepts from the Mufes, take this Tenth if 
you pleafe , from their Prefident and In- 
{tructor ApeYo : That to wifh all People 
may not do ill Things is to wifh an im- 
pofibility, and no better then a peice of 
Diftradion. Butthento give them leave 
to plague other Folks, and defire to be 
priviledged your felf, isa Foolifh anda 
Haughty expectation. XIX. There 
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XIX. Fhere are four ill Qualities we — 
fippofes muft be particularly careful to avoid, * — 
theEmpe- 28d: pullthem up as faft as we find them 
τοῦτ grow inour Heads: and undertake them: — 
Sei 28 theyrife in this fafhion. This fancy 
oufnef, (fay) is Groundlefs and Unneceffary : 
a oo This rough behaviour makes Society, and 
ingandin- Correfpondence. impratticable : This t’o- 
temper ther is buta Copy: of your Countenance 5 
*Sce Book YOu ean’t fay it from your heart, * Now 
2.316. thisis a very bad Character. There’s Three 
of them : And whatever you are conf{ci- 
ous degrades the Diviner part of you, 
makes your Mind Frackleto your Bady , 
and your Reafon to your Pleafures, look 
upon that as the Fourth. 

XX. Thofe Particles of Fire and Air 
which are lodg’d in your Body, notwith- 
ftanding their Tendency to Mount, fub- 
mit to the Laws of the Uniwerfe, ftick 
clofe to. your Conftitution , and keep the 
reft of the Elements Company. Again, 
the Earthly, and Watry Part in you, tho’ 
they naturally prefs downwards, are raif- 
ed above their Level, and ftand poisd in 
a Foreign Region: Thus the Blemezis 
ferve the Intereftof the World. Andtho’ 

_ they feemto ftand bent and uneafie, they 
keep their Poft, till the Signal is givento 
march off, and feparate. And is it not. © 
then afcandalous bufinef$ that your Mind 

| fhould 
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 fhould be the only Deferter,and grow Mu- 

tinous about her Station? Efpecially when 

her Orders agree with her Conftitution , 

and nothing that’s unnatural is enjoyn’d ? 

And yet fhe won't bear the Condué& of 

her own Faculties, but runs perfettly 

Counter to Humanity. For when a Man 

turns ἅπανθ, or Libertine, when hegives 

way to Fears and Fits of the Spleen, he 

doesasit were run away from himfelfand 

Defert his own Nature: And farther , 

when his Mind complains of his Fortune, 

he quits the Station in which Prowidexce 

has placed him. For Acquiefeence , and 

Piety are no lefs his Duty, and his Ta- 

lent too, than Honefty between Man and 

Man : For thefe Virtues carry up ta the 

common Intereft, and are rather of great- 

er Antiquity, and Value, than Fair Deal- 

ing it felf. * *Phety the 
XXI. He that does not always drive at ‘ndatien 

the fame End, will never be Uniform, wii hy 

and of a peice in his Condu&. But this 

Hint is too fhort, unlefs you deftribe the 

Quality of this Defign, and what it is 

that we ought principally to Aim at. Now 

as People an agree in the Preferences of 

Choice, andthe Notion of Advantage ,un- 

lefs in what relatesto the Common Good, fo 

aMan ought to propofe the Benefit of So- 

ciety and the general Intereft of the World, 


as 


pry rr ~~ ee “ 


as his main ΤΩΣ For he that Level 

at this Mark, will keep an even Hand, and 

be always confiftent with himfelf. ma 

XXII. Remember the Story of the 

Country and City Moufe, and how piti- 
fully the former was frightned and f{ur- 

*This hint PF. izd. * 

L os XXIII. Socrates us'd to fay, the Common 


fign de- 


danger of d ἀπ 


and Ap- XXIV. The Lacedemonians at thats 
petite. Publick Shews, {eated Strangers under aCa- 
nopy in the Shade, but made their own 
People Shift, and take their Convenience 
“Twas as they found it. * 
ida XXV. Socrates being invited to Perdie- 
the Lace. C455 Court, * made this Excufe, I dare 
demonians NOt Come fays he for fear of being put un- 
perecd der an incapacity of returning an n Obliga- 
ple hardi- tion ; whichI take to be’'the worft way 
ee ΟΕ deftroying a Man imaginable. . 
reports XXVI. ’Tisa Precept. of the Epicurean 
this invi' Philofophers, that we fhould look back to 
noe a by the Virtue of former Ages ; And always 
/ Archelaws furnifhour Memory with fome Eminent 
Matém, Example. 
| XXVIE. The Pythagoreans would have 
us look upinto the Sky every Morning : 
To put us in mind of the Order, and Con- 
ftancy of the Heavenly Bodies, of the E- 


qua lity , 


᾿ quality and Perpetuity of their Motion, of 
᾿ the Finenef$ and Purity of their Matter,and 


ono 
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how frankly they lye opento Obfervation; 3 
for ἃ Star never wears a Mask; nor : puts 
aay Cloaths on. 

XXVIII. Remember bi unconcern’d- 
ly Socrates wore a Sheep-skin ; when Xaz- 
tippe * had got’ his Coat on, and tun “HisWite. 
out with it. And how ‘handfomly he 
Laugh’d off the Matter to his Friends; 
who were ftrangely out of Countenance by 
feeing him in fuch a Difgnife. 

XXIX. People don’t ‘pretend to teach 
others to Write, and Read; till they have 
been taughtthemfelves : This Rule holds 
{tronger in the Niceties, and Importance 
of Life ; in which no Mah is fit to Gov ern, 


till he has firft Learn’d to Obey. * A Tra- 
XXX. Be Dumb; Slaves ῥα the Pris Raia 

wiledge of: foeaking. * We PhiledeLi- 
XXXI. Lfwiled within my Self. “el 
XXXII. They'l treat t herr: Par ‘ents wild Ody ra 

Rebellious, Language. τ * Hefiod. 


XXXIII. He is aMad-man that expects vee ir 
Figs on thesTrees in’ Winter ; Andhe Thefe 


4s little better that calls for his πλιὰ ron 
again, when they are Dead and Buried... fem tobe 


“XXXIV. Epifetus would have a Man [εἰ down 
by theEm- 


when he is Kiffing , ands Careffing. his perour as | 
Child, fay to himfelf at.the fame time : 5 eo 
Jo sorrow perhaps this Pretty thing may » bee 


D ye Gatek, 
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Dye and leave me.. Thefe aréfower Omi- 
hous Reflections you'l fay. That's your 
miftake : The confequences of Mortality , 
and theCourfe of Nature, arenoOthinous — 
things to think on, otherwife itwouldbe — 
an Ominous bufinefs to cut down 4 little 
Grafs, or Corn 
~ KXXV. Grapés ate fir fower , then — 
tipe, then Raifins, thefé areall no more 
than bare Alterations ; hotinto Nothing, — 
butintofomething which does hot appear, 
and come upat prefent. 

XXXVI. As Epigetus obfervés, No 
body can rob another of his Will, nor by 
confequence make feizure of his Virtue. 

XXXVII. The fame Philofopher has 
Taught us the Art of Mamaging our A/- 
fent and preventing ourReafon from being 
impos’d ons That we fhould Enterptize 
with a referve for Difappointment ; that 
our Inclinations fhould be Generous and 
Benevolent, and proportion’d to the Me- 
rit and Dignity of Things: that we muft 

othe, Keepourt Defires from being Headitrong 
jckevec. and Unruly in allCafes ; And never have — 
οὐδ 8} an Averfion forany Thing, which ‘tisout | 
People | $ 
Madtien Of OUT Power tohinder. τ ἢ 
that did ~ XMXXVIII. Therefore as Epitfetus ob- 
δα ferves, the conteft is no Trifle, but whe- 

Precepts ther we are to live in our Wits, or out Of | 
of wivtue, them. * 


raed ΧΧΧΙΧ, “Tis 


ΠΟ ΧΧΧΙΧ. ‘Tisa faying of Socrates ἴδ 
᾿ fome untoward People; “ what would 
“ vou be at> Would you Have the Soul 
“* ofa Man, or of a Beaft in you? Of ἃ 
“Man without all doubt: Of what fort 
“of Men, of thofe that ufe their Reafor, 
“ or thofethat abufeit ? OF the Firft, you 
ἐς may be fare. Why then ‘contintes the 
ἐς Philofopher,. don't you look'out for this 


“ Priviledge> Becaufe we have it already. .. 


“What makes'youthen Difagfté, aiid fall 
“foul upon each other ? 
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Ἀ LL thofe Things you Dmidgé, and 
Range fo much ‘Ground for, ‘you 
may have at your Eafe, unlefs you are 
afraid of making your felf tooHappy.Your 
Method to do your bufinéfs; is net to 
concern your felfabout the time Paff, for 
that is never to be recover’; Fo reft the 
Future with Providence; Andonly ftick 
to the Prefext, and improve that to ail 
the Noble purpofes of Piety and Juftice. 
The Pious part’will bedifcharg’d by being 
contented with your Fate; And why 
fhould you not, fince Nafire made you for 
each other? * And as’to the Obligations 
of Fuftice, youl acquit ‘your félf ‘here , 
. provided 
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provided you fpeak Truth boldly, and a- — 
bove. board, and make Law, and the - 
Dignity of Things, your Rule to A& by. — 
When you. are not to .be check’d in your — 
Progrefs, by the Misbehaviour, the. Ig- 
norance , : and impertinent Reports of 
other People, nor yet by .the Sence and 
Sufferings of your ownCarcafe. Tho’ by 
the way, *tisa queftion, whether it fuffers 
“See Book OF not. ἡ: To goon 5 If, fince your Life 
7. Se&t.16, 15 almoft up,, you lay afide.all other Mat- 
68. ters, and only Cultivate your Mind, and 
pay a Regard to the Governing , and 
Diviner part of your felf : If you are not 
at all afraid of lofing your Life, but of 
Miffing the Ends on’t, and not Living as 
you fhould do ; Then you'l aé&t{uitably to 
your Extraction , anddeferve to havethe 
Deity for-your Maker : Then youl θα πὸ 
longer a ftranger in your .own Country, 
nor. be furprizd at common Accidents ; 
youl ne’re beanxious. about the Future, 
nor {tand.to the Courtefy of Events. .. 
Il. The Almighty fees through the — 
Soulof every Manas clearly, as if it was | 
not wraptupin Matter, or hadany thing | 
of the Shrow’d and Coarfnefs of Body a- 
bout it. And.God being a Spirit, Acts 
only as fuch,.and concerns himfelf ferno 
other Beings but thofe of his own Nature. 
Now if you. would Jearn: to do thus,.a 
ἌΡΑ ὑΕ great 


om 
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_ great deal of Trouble would be {av’d: ie 
- For he that can overlook his Limbs , and 
make his Carkafs fit loofe about him, will 
hardly difturb himfelf about the Houfe 
he dwells in ; about his Equipage or Re- 
putation; or any part of the Furniture, 
and Magnificence of a Figure. 

III. You confift of three Parts, your 
Body, your Breath, * and your Mind ; *see Boot; 
The two firft are yours to take care of , 5. Se& 2. 
but the latter is properly your Perfon. 
Therefore if you abftra& from the No- 
tionof your fe/f,.that is of your Mind , 
whatever other People either fay, ordo , 
or whatever you may have faid or done 
your felf formerly, together with all that 
which difturbs you under the confiderati- 
on of its coming to pafs hereafter; If you 
throw the neceflary Motions of your Car- 
cafs out of the Definition, _ and thofe_ of 
the Vortex that whirls about you ; And 
by this means preferve your Rational Fa- 
culties in an Independent ftate of Inno- 
cence, free from Force and Infections; 
Holding clofe,and {teady tothe Virtues of 
Juftice ; Truth, and Acquiefcence If I 
fay, you keep your Mind feparate, and 
Diftinguifh’d, from the Objects, of Ap- 
petite, and the Appendages of Time., 
τς both Paft and Future, and make your felf 

like Ezpedocles’s World, 
, Q Round 
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may Move on tif Dex ftops you , 
Credit and Satisfaétion. 
TV. I haveoften‘wonder’d how it tomes 
‘to pafs, that every Body fhould lovetheth- 
felves beft, and ‘yet ‘value their Neigh- 
‘bours Opinion ἃ int themfelves , more 
‘than their own. Therefore if arly ‘God, 


‘or Emitent Ynftruéor ‘in Philofophy , } 


fhould ftand‘at'a Man’s Elbow, and’Ordér 
‘him to turn his ‘infide outwards, and‘pub- 


lifh every Thought and Fancy, as faftas — 


‘as they came into his Head, he'd think‘it 
‘a hard ‘Chapter, ἅτ ποῦ fubmit fo much 


‘as to a Days Difcipline. Thus we ‘ftand ᾿ 


‘more in awe of Fame, than Confcience , 
‘and regard other Peoples Judgmentsabove 
“our own ! 

V. How comes ‘it about that ‘firie ‘the 


*God’s have contriv’d all things fo'well, 


‘and fomuch'to the benefit of Mankind , 

‘they fhould overlook this particular: And 
‘fuffer Men of great Virtue and’ Merit, who 
‘by their Piety and Devotion were’as-it 


swere'the Domefticks of the Powers A~ — 


“bove ; arid kept always a Correfpondence 


with Heaven, that τω fhould fuffer fuch — 
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- Men, Ifay, to be finally extinguifh’d by 
᾿ς Death, and not give them their Being 
again?Now if the Cafeftands thus,you may 
be affur’'d had it been proper, the Gods 
would have ordered it otherwife : For 
had it been Reafonable, it would have 
been poffible: Nature * would certainly ἡ God. 
have brought it forth, if it had been ful- 
table toher Perfections. Therefore from 
its not being Matter of Fatt, if indeed it 
is not, you may undoubtedly conclude, it 
ought not to be fo: For don’t you per- 
ceivethat in Reafoning this point, you 
difpute the Adminiftration of Providence : 
Now if the Juftice and Goodnefs of ithe 
Gods were not extraordinary, this Liberty 
would not be allow’d; Neither would 
you prefumeoifar 1 you thought other- 
wife. But ifthey have thefePerfections, 
they:l never neglect their Affairs, nor 
Blemifh their World with any thing that’s 
| (Unreafonable, or Unjuft. 
| VI. Accuftom your felf to Mafter things 
| of the greateft difficulty, and which you 
feem to defpair of ; For if you obferve, 
the Left-hand, tho’ for want of Praétice , 
‘tis \infignificant to other ‘Bufinefs, yet it 
holds the Bridle better than the Right, be- 
caufe athhas beeniufed to it. 
VII. Confider what Death will make 
of you, both as to Body, and Mind: Re- 
Q 2 collect 
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colle& the fhortnefs of Life, the Unmea- 4 
furable extent of Time both ῥα and Fu- — 
ture 5 and how flenderly all things are put 
together. | ott ἐνὶ 
VIII. Let it be your Method tocontem- 
plate Spirits, apart from their Bodies, for — 
thefe are no better then the Shell they are 
fhut upin; Mind the Aim, and the End 
of Peoples Actions: Examine the value 
of Fame, theForce of Pain, the Afcen- 
See Book Gant of Pleafure, * and fee what. Death 
7-33.Bookamounts to: Confider upon what ac- 
$26. count a Man grows troublefome to him- 
See Book (ΕἸΣ, * that no Body can be hinder’d by A- 
5. 26. nother: And that Opinion 15 the Main 
Thing, which does good or harm in the 
World. 
TX. We muft manage the Precepts of 
Philofophy like thofe that Wraftle, and 
Box in theCzrcus, andnot like a Gladiator: 
For your Feacer if he drops his Sword, 
is Hewn down immediately ; But the other 
that makes Weapons of his Limbs, has 
them always about him, and hasnothing 
to do but to keep his Hands and Feet 
{tirring. | 
X. Be not fatisfied with a fuperficial 
View, but penetrate the Nature and Qua- 
“See Book lityof Things; Andto this purpofe you 
2.Se&.1a. muft divide them into Matter and Form, * 
ote and enquire into the End they were made 
for.. XI. What 
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born to, fince ’tis in his power not to do 
any thing but what God Almighty ap- 
proves, and to be {fatisfied with all the 
Diftributions of Providence. 

XII. When things follow from the 
Courfe, and Conftitution of Nature, we 
ought notto murmur at it : Not againft 
theGods, forthey have neither Ill-will 
nor Impotence, and by confequence can 
do nothing Amifs ; nor yet again{t Men, 
for their Misbehaviour is all involuntary, 
* therefore we muft complain of no Bo- 

XIII. How unacquainted is that Man 
with the World, and how ridiculous does 
he appear, that makes a wonder of any 
thing he meets with here ? 

XIV. Either the Order of Things are 
fixt by irrevocable Fate,or Providence may 
be work’d into Compaffion, or elfe the 
World Flotes at Random without any 
Steerage. Now if Nature lies under an 
immovable Neceflity , to what purpofe 
fhould you ftruggle againft it >? If the fa- 
vour of Providence is tobe gain’d, qualifie 
your (ΕἸ for the Divine Affiftance : But 
if Chance, and Confufioncarry it, andno 
body fits atthe Helm ; be you contented 
and Ride out the Storm patiently , for 
you have a Governour withinyou, * tho’ 

Q 3 the 


XI. What a mighty privilege isa Man 
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the World has none : And if the Waves — 


run too high, let them roll off your Car- — 
kafs, and your Fortune, but there’s no 
Neceflity your Mind fhould be driven with | 
them. z | 
XV. A Lamp unlefS you put it out, 
holds it Light, and fhines without inter- 
ruption : And can you find in your heart 
to fee your Honefty fink in the Socket , 
to out-laft your Sobriety , and let your 
Virtue be extinguifh’d before you? 

XVI. When you fancy any one has 
Tranfgrefs'd, fay this to your felf. How 
do I know ‘tis a Fault? And granting it 
is, it may be his Confcience has correted 
him. And if fo, he has given himfelf a 
fowr Box on the Ear: Befides, you areto | 
remember, that to wifh an ill Man fhould 
notdo Amifs, is juft as wife as it would 
be to defire an unripe Fig fhould not taft 
of the Tree’; that Children fhould not 
fquaul in the Cradle, nor Horfes Neigh, 
nor a great many other Things Ad@ ac- 
cording to the neceflity of their Conditi- 
on. Pray, how would you have a Man 
of fuch an unfortunate Difpofition behave 
himfelf 2 If you believe the Cafe may be 
remedied, and are fuch a Dottor at his 
Difeafe, do fo much as cure him. 

XVII. If ’tis not Decent never do it , 
if ‘tis not true, never {peak it; let this al- 
ways be your Rule. XVIII. Look 
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ever makesan Imprefiton upon your Mind; 
Diftinguith it into Matter and Form, find 
out the purpofe and defign for which it 
was contriv’d, amt, the period of Time 
too, beyond which ‘tis unlikely to con- 
tinue. 

XIX. Confider, for ‘tis high time, that 
you have fomething more Divine in you 
than the Mechanifm of Paflion, than the 
Wires and Tackling ofa Poppet. What 
then is my Soul made of ? Is it Fear , or 
Jealoufie ? or Luft ? Or any thing of this 
Coarfe Nature ? Certainly no. 

XX. Take Carenever to do any thing 
without Thought, and Defign, nor for 
any other End neither but what may be 
ferviceabJe to the Intereft of Socitey. * 


neither have Place, nor Being, that your 
Contemporaries will have the fame Fate, 
and the prefent Scene of Nature be fhut 
up: For all things change of Courfe, and 
Wither, and drop in pieces, that new 
ones may be made out of them. 

XXII. Thoughts are in a great Mea- 
fure Matters of Things, and which is more, 
‘tis in your own Power to think as you 
pleafe: Therefore don’t fuffer Opinion, to 
cheat you any longer. Difingage from 
the Tyranny of Fancy; and then as if 

| Q4 you 
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XVII. Look always nicely into what- 


* Thar i 
XXI. Confider that ina little time you’l of Mia 
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general, 
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you doubled fome dangerous Cape, youl "ἢ 


have nothing but a fteady Courfe,afmooth — 4 


Sea, and a Land-lock’d Bay to receive 
Ou. | . N 
XXII. Every Operation that ceafes in 


due time, fuffers nothing by breaking off: Ὁ 


Neither does the Agent receive any harm 
upon this Score. Thus Life, which 1s no-— 
thing but a Series, and Continuation, of 
Action, comes to no Damages, by having 
a feafonable Period put to it: Neither 
does he that Jays this Motion afleep, fu- 
ftain any Lofs, provided ‘tis done ata 
proper Junéture. Now Nature afflignsthe 
Term, and fets out the Bounds of Life ; 
fometimes this Period 15. χ᾽ ἃ by particu- 
lar Nature, or force of Conftitution, as it 
happens when a Man dies of Old Age ς 
but let it come late, or early, Common Na- 
ture * has certainly a Handin't. Andthus — 
the Parts of Nature changing from one 
Form to anothers preferve the World in 
perpetual Youth, and Vigour. Now that 
is always as it fhould be, both as to Time, 
and Quality, which makes for the Service 
of the Uziverfe. + From hence it follows — 
that bare Dying can be no real Evil, fee- 
ing there’s nothing of Bafenefs or Moral 
Turpitude int: For ‘tis both Involuntary 
with refpeé to our felves, and ferviceable 
to the general Intereft. Therefore there 
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can be nothing of Scandal in it. Nay, ‘tis 
_ certainly a Good Thing, fince ‘tis fuita- 
ble, and feafonable for the Uziverfe. And 
thus a Man that goes off{moothly, is as it 
were carried out of the World by Infpira- 
tion: For he that follows the Deity 
with his Motions, and with his Will 
too, feems actuated by a Divine Impref- 
fion. 

XXIV. Let thefe three Hints lie ready 
for Service. Firft, As to your own Αϑι- 
ons, let nothing be done rafhly, norto no 
Purpofe, nor indeed in any other manner 
than Faftice her felf would have order’d 
it: And as for Cafualties, and the State 
of your Fortune ; confider that they are 
the blind Diftributions of Chance, or elfe 
the Appointment of Providence. Now 
either to murmur againft Chance, or Im- 
peach Providence, isextreamly abfurd. Se- 
condly, confider what a flight thing Man 
is. from his Conception, to his Birth or 
Animation ; * And. from his firft Breath «Τῆς go. 
to his laft ; in the Parts of his Compofi- icks be- 
tion, and in the State of his Diffolution. 77°47. 
Thirdly, Confider, that if you could fhoot fetus not 
your felf at Pleafure into the Sky, and Lagi i 
thence take a View of Humane Affairs, time of 
you would perceive a ftrange medley of Birth. Ter 
Humour, and Condition: And difcover Ania. 
at the (ame time, the Air, and Ether too, 
ier ge sara ae + ig blentis 
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+ “Twas plentifully τος κ᾽ ἃ with Inhabitants, + And — 


the OP ths that if you mounted never fo often, you'd — 

Platmnifs have the old Profpe&; Alafs! Things are — 

and Si, generally of the fame Complexion, and | 

the Air, Of the fame fhort Continuance too, and 

and Sky yet how ftrangely we are Conceited of 
was inha~ them | 

Sie,” '”) SEM. Difilineze | Opinian) : #amd aie 

faire, are (48 : And pray who can hinder you 

Give Re- doing tt Ὁ . | 

gions: | XXXVI. When youare uneafyuponany Ὁ 

aCom- ‘account, you feem to forget that all | 

mon, but Things fall out according to the Good | 

fle Ne’ Pleafure of Providence, and that another | 

Thing. Man’s Fault, isno Concern of yours ; that 

what you reckon Grievances, is nothing | 

but the Old Way of the World, and will | 

come over again, when you are dead, and 

gone, and are μοῖρ to be met withina 

thoufand Places: You have forgotten that 

all Mankind are of Kin; fortho’ they may | 

be unallied in Fleth and Blood,their Uzder- 

ftandings are all of the fame Family; You 

don’t remember that every Man’s Soul 

is a Portion of the Deity, and deriv’d 

from thence ; that we have nothing pro- 

perly our own, but that our Children, 

our Bodies, and our Breath, are all bor- 

τον ἃ from Heaven, that Opinion governs 

all, and things are only as you think 

them; and that ‘tis not poflible for any 

| | Body 


Mepirations, Or. 


Body to live, or lofe, any more thanthe 
 Prefent Moment. All this you feem to 
have forgotten. 
XXVII. Refle& frequently upon thofe 
| that have formerly been mightily di- 
fturb’d with Accidents of any kind, that 
| have carried their Animofities, and Feuds 
_ to the moft flaming Excefs; that have 
made the moft Glorious Figure, or met 
with the greateft Misfortune ; and then 
| ask your felf, where are they all now? 
They are vanifh’d like a little Smoak ; 
they’r fhrunk within the compa{s of an 
mz, and are nothing but Afbes, and Ro- 
mance, * and it may be have not fo much *See Book 
as the laft imaginary Advantage neither, 8: S425. 
Recolleé likewife, all that Humour, and 
Odnefs, that fome People affect, to ap- 
pear as Fabivs Catullinws did at his Coun- 
try Seat, as πο Lupws, and Stertinivs 
did at Baie, to A& the Fancy of Vertius 
Rufus, or the Liberties of Tiberivs at Ca- 
pree ; thus People dote upon Figure, and 
Singularity, tho’ ‘tis fometimes in Lewd- 
nefs : * But granting ‘tis fomewhat better, * That of 
the Prize is Infignificant, and the Play cng 
not worth the Candle: “Tis much more 
becoming a Phibofopher to ftand clear of 
AffeGtation ; to be Honeft, and Regular 
upon all occafions, and to follow chear- 
fully wherever the Gods lead on : 
| As 
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As for Pretence, and Hypocrify, ‘tis all — 
Stuff; For nothing is more Scandalous — 
than a Man that 15 Proud of his Humi- — 
lity. ᾿ : a 
XXVIII. To thofe that ask me the rea- 
fon of my being fo earneft in Religious 
Worfhip; did I ever fee any of theGods? — 
Or which way am I convine'd of thecer= — 
tainty of their Exiftence > In the firft place, 
᾿ I anfwer, that the Gods are not Invifible: — 
go * But granting they were, the Objection 
and the Would fignify nothing ; For I never had 
Starswere a fight of my own Soul, and yet I have 
the Opini- ἃ Breat value for't ; becaufe ‘tis difcovera- — 
onofthe ble by its Operations. And thus by my 
Sick — conftant Experience of the Power of the — 
Gods, I have a Proof of their Being, and 
a reafon for my Veneration. 

XXIX. The beft Provifion for a hap- 
py Life, is to diffe& every Thing, view 
jt on all Sides, and Divide it into 
Matter and Form. ‘To prattife Honefty 
in good earneft, and fpeak Truth from 
the very Soul of you: And when you 
have done this, live eafy and chear- 
ful; And crowd one Good Action fo 
clofe to another, that there may not 
be the leaft Empty, or Infignificant {pace 
between them. 

XXX. The Light of the Sun is but one 
andthe fame, tho’ tis divided by the In- 
| | terpofition 


x terpofition of Walls, and Mountaints, and 
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daftly, the Rational Soul tho’ it feems to 
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Abundanee of other Opace Bodies. There's 
but one common Matter for Corporiety, tho’ 
tis parcell’d out among Bodies of diffe- 


rent Qualities: There is but one fex/étive 


Soul neither, notwithftanding it has pecu- 
liar Conveyances, runs in innumerable 
Chanels, and fupplies a vaft number of 


Animals diftin&t from each other. And ‘The St 
ze 

“ὦ a8 ων ᾿ the Ratio- 
be {plit into Diftinétion, is but one and the 1a! Soul a 


e ᾿ - . part of the 
{ame. Now excepting this laft, \ the κεν, 


‘Parts of the other Species of Forze and By Form, 


Matter, tho’ without Apprehenfion, or iP eeneall 
any common Affection to tie them to each tures, the 


other, are yet upheld by an Ivtel/igent Be- Emperour 
ing, and by that Faculty which pufhes <<". 


mean the 


things of the fame Nature, to the fame Mind, in 


Place : But Humane Underftandings have ἀπ παῖς 
Ὁ the Senfi- 


a peculiar Difpofition to Correfpondence’; tive Sou’, 
they ftick together by Inclination, and i" Vee 


ὦ i ‘ ‘4 cables, and 
nothing can extinguifh fuch Sociable faaninate 


. Thoughts in them. Things 


XXXI. Whatisit you hanker after. Is it τς Πα, 


ν : ; ciple of 
bare Exiftence ? Or Senfation ? Or Motion ? Union 
Or Strength, that you may lofe it again in *'5 


: ἐς fupports 
Decay? What ? Is it the Privilege of Speech, hema: i 


or the Power of Thinking in general ? mes Dé 
Is any of this Furniture big enough fot ing tacks 


Defire > Ifall thefe Things are Trifles up- their Be- 
on the Matter, proceed to fomething that’s 8 ΡΟ 
worth cher. 


peril your while 5 and that is to be rt 
νει ἃ by Reafon and the Daity. 
yet’ you can’t be faid comehaltalanall | 
mention’d Privileges rightly neither, if 
you are difturb’d becanfe Death mutt take 
*See Book them from you. * | 
9, δεῖν τ᾿ ΧΧΧΙ͂Ι, What a fmall part of unmea- — 
sea. 28, turable Time, falls to the {hare of a fingle 
Mortal, and how foon is every one fwval- 
low'd up in Eternity >? what.a handful of 
the ‘Oxiverfal Matter goes tothe making — 
a Humane Body, and what a very little — 
“The Em-of the Univerfal Soul too, * to raife it 
ans the ΠΟ an Animal? And on what a narrow | 
Senfiive ‘Clod with refpect to the whole Earth, do 


or Vital 


‘Soalasthe YOU ‘crawl upon > Confider allthis, ‘and 


sroicks Teckon nothing Great, unlefs at beto AX © 
calli. in Conformity to your own Reafon, and | 
to fier as the Almighty ‘hall appoint — 


you 

XXKIM. The great Bufinefs of a Man, © 
isto improve his Mind, and govern his — 
Manners ; this is minding the main'Chance. 
As for all other Projects, and Purfuits, 
whether in our Power ‘to compafs or not, — 
they are no better than Trifling, and A- 
mufement. 

XXXIV. Wecan't have amore lively 
and promifing Notion, ‘to fetus above the 
fear of Death ; than to confider that fit 


The Fehas ‘been difpisd even by that Sect, * who — 
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made Pleafure, and Pain, the Standard of 
Good, and Ἐν}. ἸΟῈ OG 88 8 
- XKXV. He that likes no Timnt fo well 
as that fist by ‘Providence, Ke that’s indif- 
| ferent whether he has room fora Jone 
Progrefs in Reafon, and Regularity or 
not, + or whether he has a few or a great ssce Book 
many Years to view the World ins; a Per-«1-Se&.1. 
fon thus qualified will never be afraid of 


ing. | 

XXXVI. Heark ye Friend ; you have . 
been a Burgher of this Great City; Ὁ “Τῆς 
what's matter tho’ you have lived in’t World. 
but a few Years; if you have obferv’d 
the Laws of the Corporation, the length 
or fhortnefS of the Time, makes'no diffe- 
rence. Where’s the Hardthip then, if 
Providence that planted you here, or- 
ders your Removal? You can’t fay you 
are fent off by a Tyrannical, and Un- 
righteous Sentence ; No, you quit the | 
Stage as fairly as a Player does that has 
his Difcharge from the Mater of the 3 
Revels : But I have only gone through 
three A#s, and not held out to the 
End of the Fifth. You fay well; but in 
Life three Ads make the Play entire. 
He that appoints the Entertainment is 
the beft Judge of tht length on’t; and 
as hesorder’'d the opening of the firft 
δρόμο, fo now he gives the fign for 
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fore retire in good’ Humour ,' for He 
by whom ;you are pega: d means you 
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GATAKER’ 
Preliminary 


DISCOURSE. 


In which 


The Principles of the Stoicks are compared 
with the Peripateticks, with the Old A- 
cademicks, and more efpecially with the 
Epicurean Se& : The remaining Writings 
likewife of the Stoick Philofophers, Sene- 
ca, Epictetus , «γα particularly thofe of 
our Emperour Marcus Antoninus, are | 
briefly examined. 4 


ἴα ᾿ς 5 the Opinion of feveral Chriftian 

~~ =-Writers thatthe Principles of the 
Stoicks come nearer the Doétrines of the 

_ Gofpel, than any other Se& of the Axtient 

_ Philofophers. ‘Fofephus likewife who was 

_ aPharifee by Perfwafion, (which St. Paul 

calls the ftraiteft Se& of the Jewith Religi- 

On *) affirms that the Seé of the Pharifees re- « 42, 46, 

fembled that of the Stoicks among the Greeks: 5s. 

‘And to come within the pale’ of the ///#ia 
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Church, St. Hieromis pofitive that ἐδεδίο- Ὁ 


‘ - cat. $ 
~ Aicks agree with the Tenents of Chriftianity in — 


10 Efay. #0f? Points. ? And that they agree with 
oe us in many. Things is.paft all Difpute, as 
i. Will appear to any Perfon that will be at 

the pains to compare the Moral Precepts 

of the one Perfwafion with thofe of the o- 

ther. Indeed I think there’s no Divifion 

of tlie Paga# Philofophy which reaches up 
to the Stoicks. To {peak modeftly, there's 
no Seé that I know of, that fets a greater 
value upon Virtue and’ Religion, drives 
the Notion higher, difcovers more of 
good, Earneft., and Bravery, preffes. the 
Pracife with more Spirit and Argument, 
‘and promotes it with more warmth of 

Inclination. 

To. make this Truth more. Evident, 
+See p,. {Will not be improper to compare the 
shagoras’s Philofophy ofthe Stocks, with the moft 
Life writ- confiderable pretenfions of thofe of ano- 
i... ther Way- ; And here I {hall wave the men- 
Lib. 8.and tion of Pythagoras’s myflick,or rather magi- 
ele cal Syftem, + of which there are only fome 
intheLife broken Remains come toour Hands: For 
ol Jemtl- the Golden Verfes which go under Pythage- 
nap ¥as'S Name, are of the fame ftamp with 
‘See Dio Phocylides's Monitory, both of them Forg’d 
πα and Counterfeit. Andas for the flovenly- 
een: δὲ nefs Smutand lewd Prattice of the Gynicks, 
Lacrt ἴδιος they don’t deferve the honour of a Com- 
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petition; And here by the way, Fuvenal 

was much miftaken in faying that the Cy- 

nicks differ’d from the Stoicks in nothing 

but in wearing fewer Cloaths 5 “ Whereas _ 

the Stoicks hated the Cynical Uncleanlinefs ΩΝ : 

both in Habit and Behaviour, as highly” Ὁ | 

Scandalous and Difhonourable to Humane 

Nature. 7 Toreturn, neither do 1 think | °°" 

the Scepticifm of the New Academy worth Ἐρίϑει. 

the bringing into the Lifts: For whatDifle. 

regard is to be had to thofe People ταν sence. 

that diftruft their Sezces, and deftroy the Epift. 92. 

Grounds of all Sciexce? that Degrade a 

Man from the privilege of his Reafon, 

make his Body and Soul Infignificant, and 

neither allow him. Eyes, or Underftand- ἡ 

ing to any purpofe. | 

I fhall therefore proceed to thofe Sages 

who have been more_happy in their pur- 

{uits of Wifdom , who have Cultivated 

Philofophy better, been better Follow’d, 

and gain'd more Credit in the World. 

And here I fhall begin with theOld Aca- 

demicks, and Peripateticks, who were Pla- 

to's Difciples: And fince thefe two Secs 

are the fame in their Zevexts, and differ ° The _ 

only intheir Names, and the Places where leper 

they {τ fet up; ‘I thall for Brevity fake: Academia, 

joyn them both together. Under. this ΡΟΝ 

Diftinkion Ariftotle was the moft Eminent the zyce- 
Perfon ; He was indeed a very extraordi- ea 

| erm nary libs 
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"Aver- nary Genias, * run through Logicks, Rhe- 
πος, eorick, Poetry, Politicks, Ovconomicks, 
Phyfic.  Hehicks;and Phyfrcks, and perform’d Won- — 
__ ders upon almoft all the parts of Learning — 
Caney, and Philofophy; »~infomuch that as far 
~~ “aswecan guefs by what is extant, the — 
World is more oblig'd to his Per, than to — 

all the Old Authors put together. “Tis — 

true, fome give him this Character with — 

an Exception of Preference for Plato his 

* Cicer. Mafter. 3 But thefe Criticks feem to mi- 
gefnib. ftake the Drift of Plato's Writings : 
It beirig not fo much the Defign of this 
great Man to treat the Principles of Sci- 

ence, and leave us a Body of Learning, as 

to Combat the Sophifts of his own Time: 
‘*Cicer.de "4. For this purpofe he difputes under the — 
a. Lib. Perfon of Socrates, and makesit his main — 
bufinefs, to refute the Fallacies, to — 
pull of the Mask, and expofe the Trifling, — 
of thefe pretenders in PhiJofophy. And © 
working upon this View, he was oblig’d — 
totake a compafs in his Reafoning, to 
run out into feeming Digreffions; and | 
carry the Difpute to a vaft length; And — 
tho’ the Connexion is true and Artificial, 
yet ‘tis wrought In fo fine, that the Rea~ — 
der has fometimes much ado to keep fight — 
ofthe main Argument. “Tis granted a 
Man is not apt to Tire upon the Journey; | 


There’s great variety of Invention ; the 
tile 


\ 


re 


Ἶ 


_ handfomly told, but then the Caufe is fo 
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ftile is entertaining, and the Tale very . 


banded from one hand to another,.. “ and Hers: 
cad. 


_ pleaded with fomuch Colour, and Con- (35°" 


tradiction, that ‘tis fomewhat difficult, to 
come at the Truth, and know on. which 
fide the Verdi& ought to be given. - 

And fince Ariffotle is more clear and 
intelligible, we fhall apply to him for his 
Opinion concerning the Precepts of Life ; 

This Philofopher therefore fhall Repre+ 
fent his Claw, and deliver the Sence of the 
Old Academicks, and Peripateticks. Now 
Ariftotle, as Plato did before him, ranges 
the Notion of Advantage under three 
Heads, and throwsit into the Divifions of 
Mind, Body, and Fortune. ᾿ΤΊΙ5 true, He 
gives the Preferrence to the Firft, but then * arit, 
he lays great ftrefs upon the two Latter , hic 
and makes them contribute very confide- Hemi ες 
rably to the fatisfaction of Life : "ὁ Info- !dem. Ε- 
much that he won't allow the δεῖς. Man {i<: 5 
Living to be Happy if either his Health, 6. cap. 13. 
or his Pocket, are out of Order, '7 efpe- τ, O°. 
cially if he falls into any Remarkable Ca- -. Aided 
Jamity ; This weight of Adverfity is too Eis 
much for the Mind , and forces a Man's Sag | 
Virtue to grow uneafie - It makes a breach © Ariftor. 
in his Enjoyment, and crufhes his Happi- ©" γώ 
ne{s to peices, 3 c 10. 1- 
ὲ Maga. fib 
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This is Ariftole’s Opinion; But the Sto- 
icks would not fo much as grant Wealth, 
or Conftitution any Confideration in this — 
Cafe, nor vouchfafe to admit any thing © 
without the Mind, into the Diftinétions of © 
Good, or Evil: With this Sed the Cir- — 
cumftances of Flefh and Blood, and the © 
Condition of Extervals, were but a fort of 
Indifferent Matters, and fignified little e1- 
ther one way, or to'ther. Forintheir © 
‘9Laert. Philofophy nothing was Good, " but what — 
Na Zeno. was Piows, Fuft, Honourable, and Humane. — 
enec. E- x 
pift.71. Nor any thing Bad excepting what was 
Wicked, Onjuft, Inhumane, and Scandalous: 
And for this reafon, they look’d upon 
Senec. Fools, and Kuaves, Atheifts, and Liber- 
atte tines, no better than Miferable Wretches, 
85. Am-tho’ they were never fo well accommo- 
bros. Of- dated in their Purfe, their Carkafs, or their 
c 3.  Quglity. And onthe contrary, * thata 
3 Senec. Man of Virtue aud Piety is always in a State 
Epitt. 9° oF Happinefs, let his Circumftances be what 
they will, and himfelf never fo wuch har- 
vafsd with the pretended Evils of Life. 
4 Epid. And laftly, 2: that none but a Perfon of 


"Differ. L. this Character can with any Propriety be 


δι ΤΡ aid to be Wife,to berightly Free. aud Mafter 
of himfelf: And being always the Favourite 

of Heaven, and the particular care of Provi- 

dence; he is the only Body that lives umdi- 
Sturt’, aud is out of she Reach of Fear, and 
Anxiety. 
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᾿ 5 Ὁ ΤᾺΝ ΤΕ , : ἊΝ τ "ἢ ἢ ν΄. i ye Σ 5 
᾿ς Anxiety. For let him live, or dye, *° the» Pla. A 


. So- 


uneafy, or δ΄ υῇ with any thing big enough 3 ς. 26. 


to throw hive out of his Satisfaction. Thefe. ἔραν 
are the Generous Principles of the Stoicks, ;:. pit 
in which as they overfhot the Peripatetick,  \. 3. 
and Old Academick Se#, fo they mutt be τεῖος 


modation is I think prov'd Impracticable ᾿ ἐν μι 
by Tul) himfelf in the Perfon of Cato ; 

»2 However, Iam fo far of this great Ora-.” Cicer. 
tors Opinion that the Conteft between f° ὅπ). 
the Stocks and Peripatetichks, was very ~ 
_ Honourable: * The Dignity, and Supre- 3 Cicer. 
macy of Virive was granted on both fides : 4e finib. 
The only Difpute was whether ‘twas fuffi- ~ * 
cient to do a Man’s Bufinefs alone ; and 
make him happy in {pite of every Thing 
befide. But then to make no Difference 
between Zeno's Cloyfter, and the Gardens 

of Epicurws ; to compare the Men of Li- 
berty, with the great Champions for Vir- 

tue aud Self-denial, and to bring Pleafure 


La4] and 


Ἢ BS iis μι 


and Difcipline into a Competition, this — 
looks like avery unhandfome, and unrea- 
*'Me-  fonable Fancy. 3 For all that, fome have 
nand. ; 
apud Cy. been fo hardy as to endeavour the Recon- 
a ad- ciling thefe Contradictions ; and to make 
lian τ. the Matter the more Extraordinary, it has 
7. been attempted by fome of the Stoicks. 
Let's fee alittle how one of them pretends 
to manage the Paradox. 
If you fancy there's any great matter be- 
tween ws, yor are miftaken, {ays Seneca: 
ὰ ae. 3: A little difference indeed, when Virtue 
ἐν τας iS all in all with one Sed, and Pleafure 
the Idol of the other ! 
δ Ibid. Seneca goeson : 3 Epicurus, fays he, puts 
Pleafure under the fame Rules which we do 
Virtue. But firft, under Favour, the Sto- 
icks prefcrib'd no Laws to Virtue, but took 
their Meafures from her. Farther, grant- 
ing their DoGrines the fame in fome Cafes, 
this little ftep would never bring them to- 
gether. All the World allows a great 
Difference between the Profeflions of Me- 
dicine and Philofophy ; and yet their 
Prefcriptions concerning Diet, and Ma- 
nagement are often the fame. Let’s hear 
the Advice of that Eminent Phyfician 
* Hip. Hippocrates ; Let *+ Labour, and Meat and 
am Drink, and Sleep aud Pleafure be all taken 
L. 6. set. w2th Moderation. And would nota Stoick, 
6. Epicurean, or any other Philofopher have 
| ᾿ ΟΡ ΔΕ 4 
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 order’d juft the fame Thing ? But tho’ the 

_ Prefcription would be the fame, the rea- 

-. fon of prefcribing would be different, 
Now in * Morality tis the Enad which * Ariftot, 

gives the Form and Diftinction toan AGi- ἐν μῆς. 

on: And here we fhall find the Stoick and 

Epicurean Philofophers differ as much from 

_ eachother inthe mainDrift,as they do from 

3° the Profeflion of Phyfick. The Phyfi- “Pir de 

cian’s BufinefS isto guard againft Difeafes, “e" | 

the Epicureans again{t Pain : and the Sto- . 

icks again{t Vice and Immorality: The 

firft aims at the fecuring of Health, the fe- ; 

cond of Pleafure, and the third of Hozefty. ae 

Nothing can be more remote than thefe τὰ 

two Claws of Philofophy. The one place 

Virtue upon the Throne, make her Abfo- 

lute, and Independent; and fcarcely ad- 

mit Pleafure to wait upon her tho’ at an 

humble Diftance. Whereas the other make 

probity truckle to Appetite, and afford 

Reafon no better Office than to cater for 

their Sexfes. Here Pleafure is the Queen | 

of the Country, 7 and Virtue allow’d no ;» cj. 

better Bufinefs than to whifper a little de fnik, 

Caution to her Mifris; that fhe may not &* 

live too faft, wear up her Conftitution ; 

and deftroy the Capacities of Enjoyment. 

But there's «ἡ great deal of Religion and 3 Senec. 
Probity in the Precepts of Epicurus, yes a Epitt. 33. 
great deal of Difcipline and Bravery too, if * ἮΝ 
they ave clofely exantin'd, Wee'l 


- 


Ὶ Wg ότι ἐς ee ee ae χρή OU ti ane Wen 
~ on ey , 

1 FOep 

-Wee'l come nearer then if you pleale, — 

and look nicely into the Merits of the 

Caufe : And thisTI fhal! do the rather, 


᾿ 8Cicer. Dbecaufe this Se#, as Tully 3 obferves, by ᾿ 


defiaib. counterfeiting the Air of Virtue, and 
“dropping a few fhining Sentences, had 
drawn off a great many Profelytes. 
And now ingood earneft, can that Man 
fet up for Religion who difclaims the Be- 
Lucret lief of Providence? *°Who teaches that God 
lib. 1. 4 unconcern'd with the World, and neither 
*Epicur. gives himfelf, ** nor any body elfe any man- 
spud wer of Trouble ὃ That ** the Bufinefs of Re- 
το, Cicer. wards and Punifhments are foreign to his 
shag Nature, and that he can neither be angry 
- δον pleas'd with poor Mortals? He muft 
* Cicer. needs be a pious Philofopher, who as his 
in pifon. Tifciples are pleas'd to brag, was the firft 
43 Lucret. bold Man * who durft attempt the {caling of 
Bet a, BE Skyes, and make an open Attack upon the 
Nat.Deor. Deity ἕξ 7 
Μὴ, ἡ. And as for Honeft Principles,how can we 
“Tor. expect them from thofe People who declare 
and Cic they value zeither 44 Friendfhip, Good 
fin. lib. 1. Laith, ‘Fuftice, nor any other Virtue any far- 
aa ther than their 45 Intereft or their Fancy are 
6 Cicer, fervd by them : With thefe Philofophers 
Ibid. Epi- 46 Virtue has no Intrinfick Goodnefs, no Na- 
Bi ened tive Beauty, nothing that’s charming in the 
το, Senec. bare Praitice: No, Honefty and Truth «7 do 
Epit. 97. bit glifter in the Name, and make a hand- 


4 Torq. . 
ubi fupr. Some 


CPF 
Some Noife, but there's nothing in them. And 
farther, they are fo frank as to confefs, 
that 2 Man ought not to balk himfelf in any 
Lewdunefs, ** Crime or Scandal, that has ei~+5 Cicer 
ther Profit or Pleafure in’t : Not to balk defin. lib. 
himfelf, I fay, upon the Score of any Mo- Sen Seeal 
ral Deformity of the Actions For to fay # + Epicut. 
an Aion is evil in it felf, w a Feft : "T7274 


F τι Laert. 
true, one fhould be cautious when there's 


likely to be Damage, °° or Danger in the ° Torq. 
Cafe. But as for any Apprehenfions about mts 
the Difpleafure, and Vengeance of Heaven, spud ὦ 
that’s all Superftition and ἐμ, with thefe nt Se. 
Gentlemen ; Confcience is a Cypher in their me 
Philofophy ; their Reafon to forbear doing 
Mifchief is only to fave their Carkafs , "tis 
not the Law, but the Gallows which frichts 
them; and befedes, they are afraid a Pro- 
wocation way be return'd by private Re- 
wenge 5 for let them be never fo cunning, 5: μι Ἐρ; 
shores Enfuring of Falthood, and foul Pein 
play. nee tid, 

Let us proceed, and examine the Stri@- 6. 
ne{s and Sobriety of their Philofophy ; 
Alafs! They fuffer, * if you will take their ss Τοτη. 
Word for’t, uzder a wrong Imputation : apud Οἷς, 
They are reprefented to breed their Difciples mn 
to Nicenefs, and Luxury, whereas the Cafe ἡ 
ἧς quite otherwife 5 For their Lethures de- 
clare firongly for Regularity and Temperance, 
ead are full of Gravity, and Difcipline. Is 

not 


[1.1 


τ Ἢ Τοια, not their Chief, Epicurws, 53 very fatyrical Ἵ 


Ibid. upon the Libertines ὁ Does he not repri- 


mand the Folly of thofe People who are over- 
Jet with Pleafure, blinded with Appetite, 
and carried off with the Blasdifhments of 
Senfe ὁ And while they lye thus at the 
Mercy of Luxury, and Lust, they never con- 
fider what Difeafes they bring upon them- 
Selves,how much pain they are likely to feel,and 
how dear the Frolick will coft them ? 

But now by the laft Sentence of his 
Correction we may difcover the Ground 
of his falling out with thefe Sparks. The 
good Man does not Jafh their Vice out of 
any ill willtot ; he isno Enemy to De- 


Cicer. bauchery ; For all Pleafure, s+ let it come - 


. which way ’twill, % 2 good thing : There 


picur. a- fore fays he, If thofe 5° Satisfacions which 
pud La- gratify a Libertine, could deliver him from 


ΕΣ ' 
oe the Rebukes of Confcience and the fear of τ 


de fin. lib. Death, and Apprehenfions of Pain, if they 
fst could do this, and fet Bounds of Conveni- 
~ ence to his Fancy, I fhould have nothing to 
objeE against his Method ; I fhould rather 
applaud his Choice, and. encourage his Free- 

dow: For when a Man is brim full of De- 

light, aud has nothing to trouble him; he 

can't bein an Ill ways for nothing but Pain 

and uneafy thinking, are Evil. Here we 

fee plainly this Philofopher has no quar- 

rel with a Debauchee for his sa 3 

Ὁ 


oy i el rei 
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he tather commends him for humouring 
His Palate; and making much of himfelf, 
He does fo, provided he ftands clear of 
Inconvenience ; and in order to this, ef- 
pecial care muft be taken to get the better 


they run themfelves out of breath, and de- ἊΜ cat 
ftray the Pleafnre with their Eagernefs. Their 
unmanagablene{s ruins their Health, and 
their Fortune, and their Reputation, and 
more than that, it often brings them under 
the lah of the Law. Thefeéare the πᾷ 
Morals, the hard Leflons of Epicurw’s 
School, and the rugged Penance he puts 
his Profelytes upon! He gives them their 
full Freedom in Debauchery: But then 
they muft be lewd like Men of Senfe, and 
OUnderftanding ; for to over-drive théir 
Conftitution, and lofe their Credit, and 
bring themfelves to Beggary, and Trou- 
ble, thefe are bad things indéed! 
But notwithftanding the Liberty of their 
Principles, and their Idolizing of Pleafute, 
there were feveral of them Men of great 
Temperance, and Frugality : 51 Epicuris «τ genec. : 
will tell you, that he could fatisfy his Sto- Ep. 18. 4 
mach for a half Penny 3 And Metrodorus, | 
tho’ Mee 


{π] 


tho’ a lower Proficient could do it for three 


Farthings.. Yes, Epicurus had put fo much 
Philofophy in bis Palate, that Bread and 


2 are Water °° would Regale hin, and make him 
tom.2. alizoft wild with Satisfattion : As for Luccu- 


tit.17- ry, awd Expence he defpis'd the Relifh, and 


abominated the Thoughts ont: Give hin 


but a Glafs. of pure Element, and alittle 


ibid. Hafty-puddinz, and he would hardly have "Ὁ 
own'd that ‘Fupiter had eaten better: This 


age 
25. Γ᾿ δ Diet if you. are but rightly fharp has as 
Ibe ce, #2#Ch tafte int as you would wifh: For *' very 
de finib. ordinary Meat.and Drink will oblige the 
he Senfe, and lay Hunger afleep as effectually, 
ib, 10. % that which is counted the moft Delicious. 
Eudoxus liv’'d before Epicurus, and was 

a Perfon of the fame Perfuafion : Now 

@ait. “5 Ariftotle gives this Man an extraordi- 
ae... nary Character for Sobriety, and makes him 
of hinfelf made his Opinion go much the 

Ibid. farther: % For People would not believe that 
any Byafs of Tntereft, or Senfuality could 

govern him, but that ‘twas pure Convittion 

Ibid. and + Force of Truth, which brought him 
to declare for the Prehemiuence of Plea- 

fure. But as for Epicurws’s Temperance, 

there’s fome Reafon to queftion it, For 

6Laert. Timochares affures us, © that he was fo far 
ib τον from being fatisfied with a Meal of three 
Farthings, that “twas his Method to eat up 

" 7 three 


agreat Mafter of his Palate : This Command 


᾿, 
A 


 shree Pounds Sterling every Day: And this 
Story he does “not ftick to confirm him-“gp) 2a 
 felf. So that his common Cuftom, and Lecntium 
his Fits of Mortification, feem to be very Mitt" 4 
different. Sometimes ’tis granted he ws'd to Ge. ὁ 
| accomodate his Stomach © very indifferently 56 Senec. 
This he did to, try whether his Pheafier Ep. 18. 

abated with his Retrenching, or to what ae bee 
Degree: And that he wight be convinc'd Polya- 
whether Good Eating was worth the Drudg-™™ Fe 

ing for or not; And it may be He made the 

Experiment © to arm himfelf againft Cafual- s Idem, 

ty, and Misfortune, and that © Poverty otha. 

might never catch him unprovided. In 

fhort, He feems to have done that by 

Fits, which it may be was Exdoxws’s con- 

ftant, Practice. Let us now enquire into 

the. Reafons of his Difcipline: Let us 

examine why he refufes to be always in 

a,Courfe of Luxury; what puts him ‘ 
upon ftarts of Aufterity, and makes him 
prefer a homely Diet to a plentiful Ta- 
ble. Now in the firft place Hee'l tell you, He 
does not take up upon the fcare of Con- 
{cience, as if 7 Temperance were worth ,_. 
the minding, or there was any harm iM, dh bh 
Gluttony : Not at ali. ᾿ΤΙ5 the ill ef-tom. 2. 

fects, and not the Exceffes of Gourmandi- Tite ε 
zing: which makes him ἃ little Cautious. apud Cic. 

For to keep the Kitchin always hot, ἰ5 ἐς fin. 


the way to fet the Houfeon fire. Tobe 
always ᾿ 


7 Athen. 
lib. 4. 


7? Cicer. 
e finib. 


lib, 2. 


Ἐν eR ἈΝ Δ, ge 
ἀμ [6 Ἕ 
always inate the Table, and eating of 
tid-Bits, mutt fi 


Deel, et 
κα > 
e? 


Beggarys the Glutton lays” allupon the — 
tip of his Tongue, and fwallows his Eftate 
like a poached Egg. And which is more, — 
thefe Excefles make the Carkafs fmart, as 
well as the Pocket. And here ” the Epi- 
curean is attack’d in the Seat of his Plea- 


fure, and touch’din the moft fenfible Part. 


73 Cicer. 
de finib. 
lib. 3. 


74 Senec. 
Epift. 95. 


75 Senec. 
Ibid. 


76 Athen. 
lib. 1. an 
lib. 15. 


Thus Epicurws obferves, that thofe Peo- 
ple who have no Brains to their Palate, 
commonly pay fort in their 79 Health. 
For that which would be Nourifhment to 
a hungry Stomach, is but a Burthen tous 
when we are full. Thus 4 great many 
Difhes 7* breed a great many Difeafes, we 
eat our felves into a Confumption and grow 
leaner by being over fiuffed, than we fhould 
do by fafting. And to conclude,Drunkennefs 
and Gluttony, are punifh'd with fuch De- 
fluxions 15 of Rhenm, with fo much Qualm, 
and Headach, with fuch Pains and Weak- 
nefs in their whole Body ; infomuch that 
if Men 76 would think a little before-hand, 
and compute upon the Confequences of a 
Debauch ; they would not run themfelves 
a ground fooften, nor carry the Frolick fo 
far as they do.. Befides, Epicurus and his 
Followers, hada farther aim in their Ex- 
periments of Sobriety : They did not ΜΟῚ 

ife 


id nk a Man’s Pocket cruelly. || 
Stich Extravagance commonly ends in | 


: oS ee 
ctife it as a Virtue, but as an Exercife : 717 Senec. 
They made Profperity do Pennance fometimes, Beit 18. 
that they might bear Adverfity the better - apud. 
That they might have nothing New to fur- ‘ct. 115. 
prize them sand that the Hardjhips of Choice’ 
might reconcile them to thofe of Neceffity. 
They had likewife a mind to try how 78 5" fpicur. 
little would fatisfy Nature, and how 19 rel- 'ρυὰ Se- 
lifhing Hunger could make it. And latt- ae 
ly, they pinch’d now and then, that Ibid. 
they might feat » with the better Guft : For Ὁ Epica 
ν J é apud ftob. 
t fenfual Satisfactions are the more welcome, fup. 
by making their Vifits feldom: Frequency in“, ie: 

: de finib. 
this cafe does but clog the Senfes, and tis, τ. 
make the Appetite grow dull. And there- *Juven. 
fore feeding conftantly upon Delicacies is“ ** 
{aid to have more of Expence than Plea- 
fure * in’t. Diftance, and Intermiffion, .: ,.1 
give a Keennefsto Defire : Hunger {treng- ΠΡ. ‘ea 
thens * the Tafte, and doubles the Satif= εἰ 5.2 
faction ; as Liberty is much {weeter when de benef. 
it rifes out of Servitude, and Oppreffion, 1:11. 
This made Socrates pronounce * Hunger ,, _. 
an admirable Sauce : And as that Philofo- bors 
pher ufe to fay, that by walking himfelf lib. 2. 
fharp, ** he had no occafion to gotothe 
Butcher ; for his Loaf would afford him το τσ 
Bread and Meat too, when he was through- lib, ᾿ 
ly hungry. Juft thus Eprcurws ufed to Lett 1.3. 
balk himfelf fometimes and keep his Sto- 

_ macheraving ; that he might fall too with 
01 more 


: 


86 Senec, 


Ep. 33. 


87 Epicur, 
apud La. 
ert. J. 10, 


88 Evicur. 
apud La- 
ἐστ δ. 50. 


77 bt _ 


[ 18 J Ἷ 
more Eagernefs afterwards, and be better — 
prepared for a Luxurious Entertainment. ὦ 
But when the Defign is thus mean, what 
Virtue or Credit can you exepect in the — 
Practife? Heisa poor Man of Morals that — 
can rife no higher then Pleafure, and 
Cramming! A Man may find asmuch Phi- 
lofophy in a Hez-coop, as this comes too. 

Thus we have taken a View of the Rz- 
gour, Severity, and Mortification of Epicu- 
russ Doctrine! Let us how proceed to his 
Flights of Fortitude. Yes, fays Seneca, 
Epicurus had Mettal both in his Books, 
and his Practife: He ** was a fixical Spark 
‘tis true, but a brave Fellow for all that. 
How do you prove it? Becaufe there’s 
Refolution ; as well as Prudence in his 
Condré. For notwithftanding he * pro- 
nounces all Pleafure to be Good, and Paiz 
to be Evil init felf, yet fometimes, when 
Intereft and Convenience require it, he © 
33 manages as if he belicud the quite con- | 
trary. Upon this Account, he checks his 
Fancy, and denies himfelf in his Pleafure, 
when he forefees there will be Pain at the 
end on’t ; Andon the other Hand, makes 
no difficulty to fubmit to Fatiguing, and 
Trouble when he has a fair Profpect of 
an over-ballance of Pleafure by the Bar- 


gain. And is not all this an Argument 


of Fortitude, as well as Underftanding? | 
But | 


t _ ; Ἢ ὶ νἀ ων bela Mk ον δὰ ΤΥ ἌΡ. a ae 70 bret =" ae Ais 
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] 19 ] | } Ε ΕἾ 
ο΄ But under favour, the fubmitting to Ἐν 
_ fome Inftances of Hardthip is no fufficient 

- Proof of Fortitude. If this Pretence would , 
do, ® Lovers,and Madmen 5 would bethe * ΘΝ 
braveft People in the World : For won't ; pig. 9. 
the firlt drudge and mortify {trangely to Γ᾽ Senec. 
gain their Point ? And as for the latter, "Ὁ *” 
they’l charge up to the Cannons Mouth, 3 
and no Confideration of danger-can ftop 
their Frenfy. At this rate a hardy Ma- ee 
lefactor might challenge the Virtue of a 
Philofopher. Thofe Libertines likewife 

may come in for afhare of this Character, 

who murther themfelves, becaufe they 

han’t patience to out-live their Pocket, 

nor bear up again{t the Confequences of 

their Folly. And yet Epicurus ™ himfelf* Senee. 
gives the Caufe againft thefe People. To ἔτ 
goon; By thisreafoning, thofe wretches 

s may be faid to be brave, who out of ” Senec. 
an over-fondnefs of Life are contented to ©? *°" 
put an incurable Carkafs upon the Rack, 

and fubmit to extremity of Torture ; tho’ 

all they get by it, is rather to prolong 

their Mifery, than their Bezzg. And thus 

that {candalous Carpet-Knight Maecenas, 
would pafs for a Man of Fortitude ; for 

if thofe Verfes of his cited by Seneca, were 


{poken in earneft, nothing can be more 
mean : 


ME i Oe) eee! ote Oe Oe αν 


93 Apud 


Senec Ep. 


ΟἿ, 


94 ὌΝ 


Augnft, 


in Pfil. 
34: 


9 Aviftor. 
Ethic. lib. 


2. Cap. 7. 


[20]. 
ie 


93 Tet Gout my Hands pid Feet ἀπῆρε! Ὁ 
Or Palfy make me Motionlefs 5 

Let my whole Body ftart in Timon 

And all my Blood be turn'd to Humours 3 
Grant me but Life, and I'm contented, 
Aid on the Rack fhall ne're repent it. 


1 am willing (fays he) to be impaled 
* or crucified if you pleafe, fo you will but let 
me live through it. Without doubt ‘t# 
worth his while to refton his Wounds, and 
be ftrain'd on aGibbet, only to keep his Pu- 
nifhment alive 5 which ’tis the heft of his 
Cafe to difpatch as foon as may be! And laft- 
ly by this Notion; whofoever denies 
himfelf for his Pleafure, and fuffers to gra- 
tify a Vitious Paflion may be called a 
Man of Fortitude. But we fay, ‘tis the 
ss Caufe and not the Punifhment, that 
makes the Mart;r. And thus ’tis not the 
What, but the Why of a Mans fuffering 5 
which gives rte the Credit on’t: The 
Virtue turns chiefly upon the Reafow, not 
upon the Paix: He only is the brave 
Man, that mortifies upon Principle; 96 
that chufes rather to fuffer than misbe- 
have himfelf ; and.runs through all Dif- 
couragements pon the {core of Confcience 
and Honour. But how can that Man fuf- 


fer upon thefe Grounds, who lays it down 
for 


A tae | 
for a Maxim, that Howefty unattended with 
_ Pleafure, is good for nothing: A meer 
_ Shadow 57 without any thing Subffantial to ” Tore, 
fill the Grafp: And who looks upon 95 ῬῬῈ εἰς. 
Fortitude without reference to Ivteresf, tis i. 
to be no better than Whimfey, and Κο- " Epter. 
2,726. “δὲ ᾿ 
However, it muft be granted, Epicurus 
has a great deal of Covrage in fome of his 
Sentences: Tho’ after all, the Vanity of 
them feems more remarkable than the 
Greatnefs. His J¥7{c-wav, if you'l take 
his Werd for’t, muft be Happy with the 
Scottifh Boot. Yes, if be was roafting in” Cicer 
5. Phalariss Bull, he wold below with Sa- ine 10. 
tisfakion ; and cry ot what a delicious Tor- i: Σ 
ture is this? And how handfomely do I con- 65. Ἐρὶ. 
temn it 2 Nay, he tells you of himfelf, τὰ ἐρυὰ 
"°° that the laft Agonizing Day of his Life Poalavis’s 
was the happieft inthe World ; ’Tis true the Boll as 


ὃ. 


made of | 


Cholick and the Stone, " raged to Extrempi- profs, hol. 
ty, and did their mer upon hin. But then a and 
the Pleafure * he had in the RefleGion upon is Hts 


4 ee ; > f0° Epicur, 
his own Writings, overtop’d the Pains; and Eyilt. ad 


made his Imagination too ftrong for his tom be 


ert. Jib. 
Sen fes, TO. Cicer. 


But we muft not be too forward in be- Teas 
ΐ . Φ 3 2. ὥὡθηξς 
lieving ἃ Rhodomontade, againtt evow'd fyit ὅς. 
Principles. Tis true, if thefe Flourithes and o2, 
had been fpoken by a Philofopher ταῦ. τας 


Paul bid. 
confines the Notion + of Advantage tO? 8enec. 
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vit, beat. 
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6 Ibid. 
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5 Tid. 


9 Cicer. 
Tufe. lib. 
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de benef. 
lib. 6.¢ 4. 
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Homefly, and reckons nothing” but + Vice 
a Misfortune. That makes Good an 
Evil, ὁ lye only in the ufe of the WZ, 
and the Temper of the Mivzd: who de- 
clares Virtue felf-/ufficient *for a happy Life, 
and that fhe ftands in need of no Foreign 
7 Alfiftance. - He that tells you that a per- 
fe& Philofopher is impregnable in his 
Happinefs, and proof againft the Impref- 
fions of Pam: * That Virtue is never to 
be beaten off, *twill keepa » Man Compa- 
ny under all Tryals, mount the Scaffold, 
and the Wheel, and fhine * through his 
Limbs, while he’s burning at the Stake. 
A Man that has{uch hardy Principles may 
talk at this rate ; for here his Heart, and 
his Tongue go together, and there’s con- 


fifteney in the Cafe. But can any one be 
fo void of common Senfe, as to believe _ 


™ Epicur. 
anud La 

€7teh 50 

Micer. de 
finth, Jib. 
1&2 

ἡ {cer, 

de. παῖδ. 

ibs an. ἃ 
a. 


Fpicurms in earneftin fuch Flightsasthefe 2 
Ppicurus, Ἐ fay, who makes Pleafnre the 
Supreme Good, “ Pain and Torment, the 
moft formidable Evil.’ Atid whew he has 
done, ftates his Notions of thefe things in 
the moft fcandalous manner imaginable. 
For heaffirms the Body '* the main Seat of 
Satisfaction s'dénies the Mind any inde- 
pendent Entértainment of her own: And 
maintains that all the Pleafure of Thought, 
either beeims from the Body or Ends in it. 
‘And Jaftly, He is fo frank as to Sis 
4 a “ : : tl af’ 


SS} oe 


| [ 23 ] 
that as for the Notion of Good, as fome 

- People underftood it, he neither knew 

where twas, nor what. Nothing was Good 
to him; that was not Good to his "" Senfes, © Epicur, 
that did not pleafe him in his Eyes, or in adhe 


‘ 3 . : 5 .« ετἴ 1.10. 
his Ears, in his Touch, his Tafte, or’ his Cicer. de 
; finib. I. 2e 
Smelling. Taf ἢ 


No Man, fays the Poet in Seneca, 15 "ἢ 500. 
Happy who does not think himfelf fo: Yes, Ep. 9. 
fays Epicurws; he mutt + fancy himfelf fu- * Epicur. 
perlatively Happy, or elfe it won't do : ἸΡησ τα 
Now how canthat Man have fucha plea- ~ 
fant Fancy, that lies Agonizing in Pazu ¢ 
And owns himfelf afflicted with the great- 
eft Evil, and in the higheft Degree ima- 
ginable ? 

But Epicurvs’s Lodgings are too Rawk to 
ftay in; a little better Air won't do amifs, - 
and therefore wee'l take a turn in Zeno’s 
Piaeza. 

Now the Stoicks are of a quite different 
Complexion, and direétly oppofite to the 
Epicurean Tenents above-mention d. 

Thefe Philofophers have admirable No- 
tions 5 “ They '* hold that God Almighty « gpia. 
““ governs the Oxiverfe - that his Provi- difer. 1. 
“dence is not only General, but Particn- ¢ τὰς 

ΐα Ἰ 1h 

“lar, and reaches to Perfous, and Things: & 16. 

“That "7 he prefides over Humane ΑΕ ιν μι 1. 

“fairs; that he affifts Men not only in :.S-&17 

“the greateft Concerns, in the Exercifes © *! - 
Lb 4] “ of 


3 Epic. 
lib. 4.¢.7. 
Marc. lib, 
12. & a- 


lib. 


24 Senec. 
Ep, 107. 


*5 Epict. |. 
gf. 24. 
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“ of Virtue, but alfo fupplies them with — 
“ the Conveniencies of Life. And '* there- — 


‘© fore that God ought to be Worfhip'd 


“ above all Things, and applied to upon 
“* all Occafions ; that we "" fhould have 


‘“ him always in our Thoughts, acknow- 
“edge his Power, refign to his Wifdom, 


“and adore his Goodzefs for all the **Sa- 


"“ tisfactions of our Beimg. To fubmit 
- to his Providence without Referve. To 


“be pleafed with his Adminiftration ; » 
“and fully perfuaded that the Scheme of 
** the World could not have been mended, 
“ nor the Subordination of Things more 
“ {uitably adjufted, nor all Events have 
“been better timed for the common Ad- 
“ vantage ; 33. And therefore that ‘tis the 
“ Duty of all Mankind, to obey the Sig- 
“zal, and follow the Intimations of Hea- 
‘ven, with all the Alacrity imaginable : 
“That the 7+ Po affign’d us by Provi- 
“* dence muft be maintain’d with Refoluti- 
“on; and that we ought to die a * thou- 
“‘ fand times over, ratherthan defert it. 

Thefe are the Stoicks Principles concern- 
ing the Deity, and the Regard dueto him: 
Let us now examine how they ftand af- 
fected towards Mankind. | 

And here: their Precepts are no lefs ex-: 
traordinary than in the former Cafe. For 
“They declare * plainly, ‘that we muft 

ἘΝ ae love 
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© Jove all Mankind heartily, and without 

κε aCompliment ; that we muft folicit their 

“ Intereft, bear with their Infirmities, and 

“ do no manner of Injury to any Mortal : 

“That a Man fhould not think himfelf 

“born only for his private Satisfaction ; 

“ but\exert his. Strength for the publick 

‘ Advantage, and make hisLife as figni- 

‘* ficant tothe'World as ἘΠ poflible : That 

““:6 the Confcience of a good Action * Cic 

“< fhould content him; without the pro- ἜΝ 

“fpe& of Fame or Reward: That he ὁ ὃ 

“ {gould never be tired with the Exer- 

“ cife of Good Nature, but purfue one 

“ Kindnefs fo clofely with another, that 

“there may be no room for any in- 

“ fignificant Spaces of Life to come be- 

“tween. Thata Man ought to look up- 

“ ona Generous Action as a Reward to it 

“* felf, and that we oblige our felves, by 

“ doing a good turn to another. And 

“‘ therefore that ‘tis a piece of Meannefs 

““to ramble. Abroad, and grafp at Inte- 

“ reft, or Applaufe. *7 Farther ; ‘ That +7 Marc. 

“ the polifhing our Reafon; and the go-'™P- 

“ verning our WX, is the moft noble Im- 

‘ployment; and that nothing ought to 

““ be preferr’d to the Practife of Honefty. 

“ And laftly, * ‘“* That a Man fhould ftand .s 

“ammovably by his Reafon, that no cla- 

““mour of Appetite fhould call him off, 
a ‘« that 


5» Cic. de 
finib. ]. 2. 
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“ that no Lofs of Fortune, πὸ Menaces of — 
“ Death, no Extremities of Torture, fhould) 4 
“make him give way, or frighten him — 


“ from a known Duty. + 


Thefe are fome of the Noble Sentences — 


we meet within the Writings of the Sio- 
icks ; what {trains of Pzety, what Inftances 
of Humanity, what flights of Greatiefs are 
here? And to give them their due, they 
don’t run out into Inconfiftency, nor talk 
above their Principles. Whereas the Epi- 
curean DoGrines if you take them rightly, 
have neither Subftance nor Show in them. 

But ‘tis objected againft the Stoicks, 
that they wete but /ittle follow'd, that 


tliey weré not conftant to their Party, 


and fail’d in the point of Practife. T thall 


touch upon all thefe. 


‘And firft of the SmallnefS of their Num- 


Bers; it feems this Se had always fewer 


Difciples than any of the τε, The Bpz- 
cureans had it clearly by the Pod: They 
ufed to Flourifh mightily uponthe crowd 
of Profelytes which follow’d their Mafter. 
And Torquatus in Tully does not {tick to 
affirm ; that the Bulk of the People 5 run 
after Epicurus, and that the Strength, thr 


not the Reafon, of Mankind, was undoub- 


tedly on his fede. . 
Neither is there any great wonder in 
all this. Strata the Natural Philofopher 


was “ἭΙ, 


ah 


4. “aie 
Re ee 
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᾿ ang ay.” 
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was much in the right when ‘he obferv’d, 
| That the Bath, and the Wells were winch 
more fancied, than the making a Campaign. 
People don’t care for ftraining up an Af 
cent; nor ttavelling in a rugged Paths A 
Road that’s open and unfatiguing has al- 
ways moft Company. But then the Mul- 
titudé are little more than fo many Nofes - 
TPhey ‘have Mambers but no great weight 
in them. Pebbles aré muchmore common 
than Diamonds. And ‘tis an old Saying, 
that the bad *° fort are always the Majority. ,. Bias 
To aeree with the’ Multitude, is aw Ar-*Senec de 
aiinenk of a wrong Choice. ** Things extra- ἀῶ κα: 
ordinaty in Value, are not thick fown: Nei- νὴ yj, Ep. 
ther was the World ever in fo happy a Con- 4:: 
dition, as that the Bes? 33 Practifés, fhould s y.. ge 
be follow’d by the Moff. >) vit. beat. 

aly. As the Stoicks made the leaft Bo-“ * 
dy in the Field, fo feveral of them chang- 
ed their fide, and went over to other Par- 
ties, particularly to the Epicureans,where- 
ason the contrary very few Deferted to 
them. 

This Objection fuppofing the Ff true, 
| has as little weight in’t as the former. 
- When an Argument proves too much ’tis 
like a Gun over-charg’d, and recoils up- 
on him that fhoots in’t. 

““T remember Califfo 3+ an Athenianuzy tie 
“ Strumpet had the Impudence to tell So- var. 1. 3." 
γι “ crates® 3552. 


%tnc.in fe and Pretevtiov. they are handfomely — 
᾿ 3 . ? q 
a " lafh'd by Lucian and feveral others. . 


vif. au 
one, & 


, 


[287 ei 


“ crates, that her Profeffion was better than 
“ his ; there was more Force and Perfua-— 


“¢ fion in’t fhefaid, for *twas more than he 


“ could doto draw off any of her Guefts : 
“ But ‘twas in her Power to thin his — 
“ School, and Jeave him little more than - 


“the Walls to talk to when fhe hada 
* mind ἕο. Socrates replied, al that might 
very well be: For Philofophy was like tugging 
up the Hill, and went fomewhat pbc ὁ the 


downwards, and the Motion micht feemeafy 
at prefent,tho’ a Man broke his Bones at the 


Bottom. Pleafure lies upon a Defcent, — 
but the way to Virtue has a contrary Si- — 
tuation : And fince the Biafs of Mankind — 
Jeans towards Vice; “Tis no wonder to — 


find Peoplerevolt from Difcipline, and go 
over to the loofeft DoGrizes. 


But. farther ‘tis alledged, that a great — 


many who. ftood firm to the Stoical Phi- 
lofophy, and. difputed f{trongly for their 
Notions 5 yet lived quite counter to what 
they profefled. They had the Name 
and the Habit, but nothing of the Regu- 


larity of their Dijtindion: Their Tongues. 


were not all ofa piece. They (ΑἸ Κ᾿ ἃ like 
People of their own. Se, but tafted like 
Epicureans. For this Inconfiftency of Pra- 


Now 


“- 


Grain : Whereas Lewdnefs, was rolling — 
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- Now this Charge has nothing new in’t, 

- meither does it bear particularly againft — 

the Stoicks. For among all forts of Per- 

fuafions, we may meet with enough that _ 

are meer Inftruments and τ Organs in their ; ΚΣ oe 

BufinefS, like Viol and Trumpet they enter- 

tain the Company, but not themfelves 5 they 

make Mufeck, but they don't hear it. The 

Stoicks were not the only People in the 

World, that had their Tongues tipt with 

Philofophy, and not one jot of Good in 

them befide. Even in the firft Fervours 

of Chriftianity, the Apoftles complained 

there were fome who faid one thing, and 

did another. Who’ profeffed to know God,» Tip ;. 

but in Works they denied him, * who had a +6. 

Form of Godlinefs, but denied the Power "ἧς ΣΡ 
poi Who turned the * the Grace of God » Jude. v. 

into Lafcivioufuefs : Who made *° ufe of their % , i 

Liberty for a Cloak of Malicioufnefs 5 who ,. cae 

_ * promifed others Liberty, and were them-° 
Selves the Servants of Corruption : Now eat 

‘twould be very unreafonable to make a is. 

Judgment of the Chriftian Religion from 

the Misbehaviour of fuch Men. Such Men 

I fay, as would have been a f{candal to 

a much lower Inftitution ; And, as our 

Emperour * fpeaks, were rather Ulcers, # Mare 1 

than Members of a Society. Crates # the >S*% 1 

Philofopher ufed to fay, that a Good Pom- < “*" 

granate, was feldom without a rotten Ker- 

μοὶ: 


᾿ μεῖς And ὕζανγο 8 much to the fame Pur- — 

4+ Var.a- pofe, where he fays, that zt mudd bei a 

pud Non vane Field of Care that has not a blafted: Ear 

45Mat.13- af, Nay, even in our 4 Lord's Huf- 

35.37.. bandry the Τάγον grow up. with the reft of 

the Crop, and yet'to judge ofallthe Graiz 

by the Quality of the Weeds, would bea 

very undiftinguthing Conclufion, =. 

And laftly, Whereas ‘tis objected, that 

the greateft part even of the moft Eminent 

of this Seé have not exa@ly come up to 

theirown Precepts ; Butin fome Inftances 

at. leaft, have fallen fhort of that Rule 

they took the Liberty to make themfelves. 

In anfwer to this, I defire to know — 

whether thofe who are Chriftians in earn- — 

e{t don’t fometimes warp in their Prattife, — 

and {tart now and then from the Inftitu- 

tion ὁ Thofe who in St. Paul's Language 

οι ἐς, were Pillars of the *° Church, and in the 

~ moft fignificant Senfe too, have without ἢ 

” Jam 3. Exception declard, that “7 in many things ἢ 

εἶ we offend all. And St. 7οδη aflures us, that 

#° Joh. Ep. 4 we “ὃ fay we have πὸ fin, we deceive our 

r.c.1.v. felues, and the Truth is not inws. Eventhe | 
4 Apofiles themfelves who had the Benefit of 

our Saviour’s Inftruction and Example, 

és Ga). 2, Were not: without their +» Failings. “And | 

τι. At. therefore “tis the lefs wonder to find the © 

ts: 39 higheft Pretenders among the Heathens, © 

to forget themfelves a little, and fleep | 

over | 
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over their Philofophy. The Θαφοῖς never 

- deliver’d a greater Truth than that of 
Fifehylus, where he tells us that | 


ἀξ 
᾿ 
ἢ 


“9 The wifeft living an't without their Errors. το scot, 
tom. 2. 
As for the Stoicks, they 5" ne’er preten- εἰς ἦς, 
ded themfelves big enough for their Spe- de vit.” 
culations, or that their Lives were an ex- bet-« 18. 
a& Counterpart of what they taught. Tis 
true, they made a Beautiful Scheme, and 
fet the Rule high; But this was chiefly 
to put People upon doing their Beft, to 
awaken Induftry and encourage Imitation. 
And yet-after all, the Stoical Philofophy 
has produced great Examples of Virtue in 
feveral Ages. Some of this Perfuafion have 
been remarkably confiftent with their De- 
Grines, and held out to the length of 
_ their Principles: And that not only by 
Fits, and broken Intervals, but by a con- 
ftant and uninterrupted Regularity. A- 
mongft thefe we fhall mention Zeno firft, 
-in Honour of whofe Memory there 
was an Extraordinary Vote paft by the 
Senate of Athens, viz. Refolv'd, 
_ “ That in s* Confideration of the great,.,._., 
_ © Merit of Zeno’s Virtue, the Confiftency tib. 7. 
_ “of his Precept and Prattife, and the 
“ noble Example he fet the World, This 
“ Hoxfe has thought fit to order hima 
** Statue 


53 Cicer. 
de Nat. 
Deor. J, 3. 
$*Strab. 
Geogr. lib. 
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55 Galen. 
de Dog- 
mar. Hip- 
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“ὁ mented with two Pillars, with the Jz- — 
“ feription of this Vote upon each of them. 

Zeno the Chief of this Clan, had feveral 
eminent Difciples who in their refpective 
Times, were remarkable Inftances of Vir- 
tue, in all the parts of a Good Life; and 
here waving thofe who were Philo- 
fophers by Profeflion ; I fhall mention 
fome of great Quality, and Figure; As 
Cato Uticenfis , Thrafeas Patus, Helvidi- 
ws Prifews, and more efpecially our Em- 
perour Marcus Antoninus, who is the oc- 
cafion of the prefent Difcourfe. 

From the Philofophy of the Stoicks, 
let us proceed to thofe Authors that deli- 
verd it, and by whom the Subje# is 
treated at large. Amongft thefe Zeno, 
and Chry/éppws were the moft confiderable. _ 
The firfk was Founder of the Se#, and — 
is {tiled the Prince and Father of the Sto- 
icks, by 13 Tully, "4. Strabo, and 5s Galen. 
The other was a very fuccefsful Champt- 
on, and added a great deal of Strength, 
and Defence to the firft Plax > Infomuch 


fers, 


ἀμ δον eae 

ters, Chryftppws is {aid to have left no lef, 

then 57 feven hundred and five Traé#s be- τ ἴδει, 

hind him ; But neither of them have had 4 
the good luck to ftand the fhock of Time ; 

nor indeed have we fo much as any one 

Volume of the frrji fet of thefe Sages, come 

to our Hands. There are only {ome Frag- 

ments of them remaining in Plutarch, 

Galen, Laertivs, and Tully. The firft 58 “ Pict In 

is always, and the fecond » for the moft 77 


a little better Fortune afterwards: The * S'o 
Works of fome later Phiiofophers of this Dogue 
Perfwafion have reaclh’dus; And thofe are, Uippocrar 
Seneca, Epictetus, and our Ezperour. pis ein 

Of thefe three, Sezeca is the firft in Time, jib. .7. ” 
but in my Opinion, the leaft in Value, and; Si 4 
Merit : "Tis granted, he has a great many Twicol “Je 
6) fhining Sentences, his Precepts are’ad- TY, 


mirable, his Manner Noble, and his way οἰς 


ΦΌΤΏΓΙς 
_of Arguing very Acutein many Places: In- laa. tis 
deed he deferves to be read by the moft '® “τ: 
ferious Profeflions as well as others ; but 
then this ought to be done with fome- 
what of Care and Caution. For to be free 
with him, he isnot Uniform, and all ofa 
Piece.[ don’t mean his Life,tho’ Diox Caffz- 
ws taxes him upon this Score, as if he wrote ® Dir. 
5 oxe way, and lived another. No, ’tishis 7°. '> 
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Polyb.  Elattery the better, makes hisCompliment a 
to that {candalous Tool ofa Courtier Poly- 
bivs¢ But thefe good Words,were all given 


while Claucdivs was living ; for when the 
Emperour was once dead, he palts his Me- 
ΤΟ 'Δ πος wory “5 to fome purpofe; and falls upon 


κολοκίυν- 


ϑώσει. 
nable. To go on: How does he con- 
tradi& himfelf about the State of the 
alps Soul after Death >? One while he makes 
Ad. Lu- 


ci. Ep her, fhoot the Gulph, and ** mount the 
Ἂς ἐδ another time fhe is little better with him 
Copfol. , 
ceap.2g. than a Wax “1 Candle: For when the 
ae Matter’ is once fpent, the Vital Flame 
cap.2¢, finks in the Socket, and all the pretended 
* Ad. Ἐπ- Immortality is over. Sometimes he bears 
1 EP54 hard upon Epicurws, cenfures his Wri- 
tings, and Jafhes him for his Liberty 


“8 Ad. Lu feverely : Calls σ᾽ him a Man of an Ab- 


eo jek, and Scandalous Temper, perfedly rid- 


rad den by his Appetite, fitter for a Cook, than 
vs ἢ 18:94 Philofopher, and that his School 75 taught 
|" nothing but Luxury and Pleafure. But his 

angry Humour does not Jaft always: For 


upon another occafion, (it may be to cur- — 


ry Favour with his Friend Lucilivs, who 
was an admirer of this δεῶξ 5. ) he comes 


round © 


him with all the Violence of Satyr imagi- — 


Books that I {peak to; And here, how 
fulfomely does he flourifh upon that hea- — 
“InCon- vy Emperour Clavdian : * Andto pafshis — 


roz.ad Skies, without the leaft Damage: “At 7 


a ea 


ja [1354:}} 
round again, and not only excufes Ερζει-, 

rvs, wipes out his Infamy, Τ' and Blanches ς ἘΡ' 73: 
his 7 Reputation ;. but likewife-gives .. °° 
him a great Character, fays his Prizer-"* Ὅς γα, 
ples are Remarkable for 73 Fuftice and Pi- °°" 
δέγ, and if you examine them nicely, for 53 tbid. 
Mortification too. And laftly, he is fome- 

tities gnilty of the fame Trifling, which 

he finds fault with in Zeno and Chry- 

fppws. He is 11. Gay fometimes when τε Qaintit. 
he fhould be Solemn, and Flourithes !s‘it. lib. 
when he fhould {trike home. He makes ποὺ 
a Pafs with a Pia, and rather pricks a No&. Ac 
Subje& than pierces it. He gives you ὑπ ἢ ἀν: 
fometimes a turn of Fancy, inftead of mi. prefar 
Solid Proof; His Notions are now and 2¢ S<acc. 
then fo {uperfine, that the leaft Refiftance 

turns the Edge of them. They have 
generally a Pot, but no Weight of 

Body for Execution. This may belook- 

ed on as an Excefs. of clear Dealing; 

but I am not the firft that have taken 

this Freedom with Seneca ; feveral Great 

Men have pafsd the fame Judgement 

upon him long fince. However I defire 

not to be underftood as if [T had a 

mind to detraé& from the Worth, or 
difcourage the Reading of this Philo- 
fopher, who was really a Perfon ofan 
extraordinary Genius; and has always 

had Men of Senfe and Learning to ad- 

mire him. My meaning is only to fhew, 
Ba: ἡ ὰν that 
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that this Roman failed alittlein the Points — 
of Gravity and Fortitude, fo peculiar to. © 
the Stoicks : And that Epi&etus, and Mar- — 
cws Antoninus out-did him, both in their — 
Pensand their Pragife. T hefe two Perfons, — 
tho’in contrary Stations, and in the Remo- 
teft Diftance of Circumftances imaginable ὃ 
The one being a poor Slave, and the other 
the greateft Moxarch in the Unxiver/e. Thefe 
two Perfons, I fay, have fhew'd the Force | 
of the Stoical Philofophy; and how ftrong- 
ly it Operates under all Diverfities of Con- 
dition ; And that not only by a Compre- 
henfive Body of Refined Morality in their | 
Writings, but alfo by anIlluftrious Exam- Ὁ 
ple every way agreeable to the Noblenefs — 
of the Precepts delivered. : 

Thus far I have Tranflated the Learned 
Gataker, who proceeds in ῥὶς Prolegomena, ~ 
to draw a Parablel between the Doctrines of — 
our Bleffed Saviour, and thofe of Marcus An- 
toninus iz wany confiderable Inflances, in- 
Somuch that one woud imagine the Emperour 
bad Tran{cribed part of his Philofophy fron 
the four Evangelifts : But this I fhall rather 
leave to the Reader's Collection, than prefent 
him with that before-hand, which ‘tis likely 
Le may with more Satisfaction difcover for 
bimfelf. The reft of Gataker’s Ivtrodudive 
Difcourfe is foreign to our Purpofe,and there- 
fore I fhall go on with it no farther. 
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THEBAN. 


Being a ferviceable Emblem for the 


acquiring of Prudence, and the 
Direétion of Human Life. 


S we were taking a Turn in Saturn's 

4 \ Temple, we faw a great many con- 
fecrated Prefents, remarkable enough for 
their Curiofity ; among{t the reft we took 
particular Notice of a Picture hung over 
the Door; the Piece we perceiv’d was all 
Emblem, and Mythology ; But then the 
Reprefentation was fo fingular and ontof 
Cuftom, that we were perfectly at a Lofs 
whence it fhould come, and what was the 
meaning ont. Upon a ftrict View, we 
found *twas neither. a City, nor a Camp, 
but a fort of Court, with two Partitions 
of the fame Figure within it, tho’ one of 
bl SR them 

x oe. 
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them waslargerthantheother. The firft 
Court had a crowd of Péople at the Gate, 

and within we fawa’great Company of 
Women. Juft at the entrance of the firf 
Gate, there ftood an Old Man, who by 
his Gefture and Countenance feem’d to be 
bufy in giving Advice to the Crowd as 
they came in. 

And being a longtime at a ftand spade 
the Defign of the Fable, a grave Man 
fomewhat in Years, making up, begins to 
difcourfe us in this Manner. Gentlemen, 
fays he, Tunderftand you are Strangers, 
and therefore ‘tis no wonder the Hiftory 
of this Picture fhould puzzle you: For 
there are not many of our own Country- 
men that can explain it. For you are to 
obferve, this is none of our Town Manu- 
facture. But a long while ago, a certain 
out-landifh Man of ¢ sreat Senfe and Learn- 
ing, and who by his Difcourfe and Beha- 
viour feem’d to be a Difciple of Pythago- 
ras, and Parmenides ; This Genteleman I 

y ‘happening to Travel hither, built this 
Structure, and Dedicated both the Tem- 

ple and this Piece of Painting to Saturn. 
Sir, faid I, had you any Acquaintance 
with this Gentleman? Yes , fays be, 1 had 
che Benefit of his Converfation ; and was 
one of his Admirers a long time. For, to 
‘my thinking, tho’ he was but young, he 
7 talk'd 
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talk'd at a ftrange fignificant rate; And 
as for this Piéfure, 1 have heard him ex- 
pound the Emblem, and read upon the 
Argument very frequently. Sir, faid Γ 
unlefs you are very bufy, I bee of you to 
inftruct us alittle in this Matter, for we 
are {trangely defirous to know the meaning 
of this Fable in Colowrs. Gentlemen, ays 
be, I'm very ready to ferve you, but then 
I muft tell you, there is fome Danger in 
hearing the Story.. Danger ! As how > 
Why, fas he, if you mind what you are 
about, and underftand what's deliver’d, 
youl grow unexpectedly Wifeand Happy 
upon the Difcourfe, but otherwife to be 
free with you, youl turn Ignorant, and 
i Wl-natur’d, and be the moft Unfortunate 
Blockheads imaginable. For the Explain- 
ing this Mythology is as touchy a Bufinefs 
to the Audience, as the Sphimx’s Riddle 
was formerly : Ifa Man wads an Ocdipys at 
it, he found his Account in the Under- 
taking, but ifthe Myftery prov'd teo hard 
for him, he was loft, and murther’d by 
the Montter upon the fpot. The Confe- 
quence of the prefent Cafe is much the 
fame: For Folly is a fort of Sphine to 
Mankind in general , and gives an ob- 
{cure Intimation of what’s good and bad, 
or indifferent forus : Ifa Man can’t look 
through her, and untie her Riddle, tho’ 
wae ae {he 
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fhe does not chop him up at a Mouthful | ~ 
like the Sphinx, yet fhe will be fure τὸ * 
difpatch him by Degrees, fitasclofeto — 
᾿ς him as a Confumption; and ride him as — 
the Spleen does a Malefa&ior under Ser 
tence. But on theother hand, when Fol- 
ly isunderftood, then fhe goes to Pot her 
felf, and the Man is made fafe, and hap- 
py for his Life-time. Therefore pray take 
care, and be attentive, and let nothing 
flip your Obfervation. In earneft if the 
~ Matter ftands thus, you make us almoft 
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina- 
ry Subje&. “Tis juftas{ tell you. Well, 
faid I, if we are likely to fmart atthis © ~ 
rate for being carelefs, you'l be fure to - 
find us upon our Guard, and therefore 
begin as foon as you pleafe. | a 
Upon this, pointing to the Picture with 
his Cane, do you fee this Inclofure, or 
Court, {ays hee Yes. This then you are 
to underftand is Life, andthe Place for 
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at the 
Gate, are the People that are juft com- 
ing into the World: And the Old Man 
that ftands by on raisd Ground, with a 
Paper in one Hand, and the otherin a 
Pofture of Direétion, 1s the common Ge- 
niws. This fuperintending Spirit inftruéts 
thofethat enter, how they are to manage. 
themfelves in Life, and which Road they 
ΓΕ 8] are 
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are to take, if they expect to come fafe to 
the end of their Journey, And pray, fad 
1, which way. does. he dire them; and 
how are they to, govern themfelves > 
Don’t you fee, fays be, there by the Gate 
where the Crowd goes in, a Woman fit- 
ting in an Arm’‘d-chair handfomly drefs‘d, 
and with a Mien of Quality ? I {ee her 
with a Glafs in her Hand, pray who is 
fhe ἢ That’s Inpofture, fays he, that bub- 
bles the whole World in fome meafure 
out of their Underftandings. Say you fo? 
Which way does fhe go to Work? She 
Opens a Vein, and gives them a.GlafS of 
her Conflitution : What fort of Drink is 
that > ‘Tis Ignorance.and Miftake. What 
is to be done then? Why, when they 
have taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel 
into Life : What? Does every body take 
their Mornings Draught of this Liquor ? 
Every body, but not all Brimmers, fome 
drink more, and fome lefs. To inform 
you farther, don’t you fee a parcel of 
Wenches within the Gate, different enough 
in their Perfons, butall of them with the 
bold Air of their Profeffion ? I fee them. 
Very well: If you would know their Names 
then, they are Opixion, Palfion,and Plea- 
fare. _ As the Crowd enters, thefe Laffes 
frisk about them, and falute them with a 

ΤῊ great dealof welcome, andthen lug them 

ie a R 3 off, 
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off. And whither do they catry them ἃ 


Carry them! Some to good Fortune, and 
fome, by miftaking their way, to Ruin, 
and the Gallows. In earneft, Sir, Seid T, 
if the Cafe ftands thus, ‘tis dangerous 
Drinking! You fay well: And yet all 
thefe Women promife to dire& them right, 
and to make them as Confiderable and 
Happy as they wouldwifh. But the poor 
Wretches having taken a GlafS too much 
with Impofture, are fo muddy-headed, that 
they over-look their Advantage, and mi- 
{take their Ground, and ramble about at 
that fenfelefs giddy rate as youfee. And 
look you, continues he, how thofe Gyp- 
fies manage the People that came in firft, 
and lead them whither they have a mind 
to. I perceive it, fad I, but pray what 
blind diftra&ed Woman is that which 
{tands there upon a round Stone like a 
Globe ? That’s Fortune, replies my Inftru- 
cter, who is not only Blind, but Mad, and 
Deaf into the bargain. And what may 
her Bufinefs be I befeech you 2 She ranges 
every where, fays he, {natches away this 
Man's Circumftances, and gives them to 
another ; and in a little while recalling 
her Liberalities, beftows them upon new 
Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari- 
nefs, andInconftancy. And therefore her 


.Pedeftal, and her Pofture, is a good Em- 


blem 
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blem of her Nature. How fo? Becaufe 
fays he, her ftanding upon a Globe fhews 
her Feet not well fix’d, and that there’s 
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed 
thofe that reckon upon her are generally 
ruffled with Difappointment, and migh- 
tily fhock'd in their Expectation. HereI 
defir'd to know, what was the Bufinefs of 
all that Crowd about her, and who they 
were ? I was anfwerd, they were a Clan 
of unthinking People ; and all of them 
making their Application to Fortune for 
thofe things the threw away. Very well : 
Bunt how comes it to pafsthat they ap- 
pear fodifferently Affected in their Coun- 
tenances, that fome of them are all in an 
Extafy, and others as much out of forts, 
and ringing their Hands in Defpair? 
Thofe, fays be, who feem fo merry and 
well pleasd, have receiv'd a Spill, and 
{ped in their Addreffes to this Lady ; and 
therefore they call her Good Fortune : But 
the others who weep and wring their 
Hands are Difleizd by her of what fhe 
had granted them before, and here her 
Title is Bad-fortuwe. What fort of Fa- 
νου does fhe beftow then, that makes 
her command the Temper, and difpofe 
of the Paffions of her Admirers, in fo 
Soveraign a manner ἡ Toanfwer you, fas 
he, her Bounty confifts of fuch Things as 
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are generally efteem'd great Advantages © 


What are thofe ? They are Wealth, Fame, 
Birth, Children, Pofts of Command , 


Crowns, @c. “Tis very well! And ate 


not all thefe good Things with a Wit- 


nefs? As to that, fays he, we'll debate it) 


afterwards, but at prefent let’s goon with 
our Stery. With all my heart. Do you 
fee then, continues the Gentleman, how 
the Paflage through this Gate, leads you 
into another Court upon an Afcent, and 
that there are feveral Women drefsd like 
Wenches, ftanding at the Portal? I fee 
them. I muft tell ycu then, their Qua- 
lity is very Coarfe, two ofthem are Lewd- 
nefs and Luxury, and the other Flat- 
tery, and Covetoufnefs. And what do 
they ftand ftaring here for ? To Spy out 
thofe to whom Fortune has been any 
thingkind. And what then ? Thenthey 
appear mightily tranfported, make up to 
them with great Endearingnefs, and ply 
them ftrongly with Compliment and Flat- 
tery : They invite them to their \Apart- 
ments, promife to fettle them in Satisfa- 
ion; and that without the leaft Inter- 
miffion.or Incumbrance whatfoever. Now 


‘thofe who are gain ἃ to Libertinifm with 


this Courtfhip; think themfelves in ἃ de- 
licate way, and are Strangely pleafed with 
cheir Choice at firft. Butafter fome time 

whe 
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when: they. begin.to recollect, they per- 


ceive: the Entertainment: was nothing but 
a Vifionary Cheat : and inftead of a Re- 
gale, they have been prey’d upon, and 
ill ufed. - Now when Men.come to this 
pafs, and have fpent.all that Fortune had 
furnifh’d, them: with, .they are forced to 
go to Service to thefe Women ; and here 
all manner of. Affronts,. and {candalous 
 -Pradifes mutt be digefted : They mutt 
bear with every thing, and boggle at 
nothing : They muft Cheat, or betray 
their Truft; pick, a Pocket, or rob a 
Church, as occafion ferves. And when 
all. thefe Tricks fail them, they are fent 
to the Houfe of Correction. And how 
are they handled ? Don’t .you fee, /ays he, 
a little Door opening into a narrow, 
dark place 9. Ido; and feveral ugly, flut- 
tifh Women in Rags, are the Inhabi- 
tants. You are right. And to defcribe 
them to you 5 fhe with the Whip in her 
Hand, is call’d Difcipline, the with her 
Head bending down to her Knees is 
Grief, fhe that tears her Hair is Pain - 
But pray, faid [, what ill-look’d Skeleton 
ofa Fellow is that, with ne’er a Tatter to 
his Limbs, and that Woman too by him, _ 
that’s Beauty. enough to be his Sifter ? 
You have guefs'd the Relation exadly, 
and to fatisfy your Queftion, the Man 
ι : 1S 
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is complaining Sorrow, and tha Sifter of 
his is De/pair. To this Company the Rakes — 
above-mention’d are fent, where they are 
maul'd and mortified fufficiently, and af- 
ter they have gone through their Exer- 
cife in this Bridewell, they are committed 
to Goal, where :Uzhappinefs is. their 
Keeper : And here they are faft for their 
Life-time,unlefs they happen to light up- 
on Repentance : If Fortune fends this La- 
dy to any one ofthem, fhe difengages 
~ him from his Confinement, and gives him 
a new fet of Notions, and Defres, which 
puts him in the Road to True Kuow- 
ledge; However, the Direttion is not fo 
Infallible, but that ᾿εἰ5 poflible for him 
to mifs the way, and make a Vifit to 
pretended Learning. And what follows? 
Why, fas he, if he Travels right, and 
comes to the Seat of True Kyowledge, fhe 
does his Bufinefs effectually : fhe purges 
his Head, and cures his Spleen, and makes 
him Eafy, and Profperous as long as he 
lives: But if he miftakes the Road, pre- 
tended Learning picks him up, and leads 
him a new Dance. O ftrange! fad I, 
here’s another great Rifgue to be run: 
But I beg of you what fort of Mortal 1s this 
pretended Learning 9 Don'tyou fee, replies 
my Inftructer, that farther Court ? Yes ve- 
ry plainly. And don’t you perceave a Wo- 
man in thePorch genteelly drefs'd,and with 
ay} 


an Air of Sobriety > That Ido: Τὸ in- 
form you then, the Generality are fo ig- 
norant as to miftake this Gentlewoman 
for Learning ; whereas fhe is really but 
a Counterfeit of that Quality. Nowthofe 
who are uponthe Raad to Recovery and 
True Kuowledge, commonly bait with her 
firft. And is there no other way to True 
Kuowledge but this > Yes, there is. Here 
I put in again, and ask’d him, who are 
thofe Men that walk within the Court 
there > Thefe, fays be, are the Admirers 
of pretended Learning, only they miftake 
the Perfon of their Miftrefs, and fancy 
themfelves in the Converfation of True 
Kuowledge. Pray who are they? Here's 
a great many forts of them, fas he, here 
are Poets, Orators, and Logicians, Mufick- 
Mafters, Accomptants, Mathematicians, 
and Aftrologers, Epicureans, Peripate- 
ticks, Philologers, ¢c. But under favour, 
methinks I fee fome Women like De- 
bauchery, and the reft of her Companions 
which you fhew'd me before, pray who 
are they> The very fame: what ? Do 
they walk in this Inner Court ? Asfure 
as you live fometimes, tho’ not fo often 
as in the firft. And does Fancy, and un- 
cettain Opinion take a Turn here too? 
Moft undoubtedly, /ays he : And whichis 
more, thefe Sparks being not recover’d 

of 
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oF the Dofe, which laa δ Ἢ them, — 
they are troubled with the Conan te 
fenorance, and Folly. Neither wil ve 
ever berid of Opinion and the reft o 
Gang, tillthey part with pretended ra 
img, enter into a Courfe of Phyfick, and 
Purge off all their Conceit, Tenors: : 
and Tll-Humours. Then their Condition, ~ 
will be fecure. But as long as pretended 
Learning has the Afcendant over them, 
they’ ne’re be difentangled ; neither will 
all their Notions, and. Proficiency, ever 
cure them of any of the Diftempers above- 
mention’d. Say you fo? Which is the way 
then, that leads to the feat of True Kuow- 
ledge ? If you mind, fas he, youl per- 
ceive an Eminence at a diftance, which 
looks as if twas perfectly uninhabited. 1 
have it. And don't you fee a little Gate, 
and the Avenues to it very much unfre- 
quented ; for indeed the Afcent to it is 
troublefome, and the way rough, and 
rocky ὃ I perceive it faidT. Does it not 
then appear a lofty Hill, with a ve- 
ry narrow way tot, and Precipices on. ἢ 
each fide ? Yes, the Profpect is juft as | | 
youfay. ThisistheRoad to True Kuzow- 
ledge, fays he, and on my Word, a very 
rugged onetolook on. But let’s proceed. 
Don’t you obferve two hail [ΠΥ Women 
ftand on the Top of the Afcent, and 
ftretch- 


of Ceves the Theban, 253 
ftretching out their Hands with a great 
deal of Inclination >? I fee them, who are 
they > they are Sifters, fays he, one of 
them is Temperance, and t other Patience. 
Good Women both, but what makes them 
{prawl their Hands out with fo much 
Fancy > “Tis to encourage Travellers, fays 
he, and keep them from Cowardize and 
Defpair : Letting them know at the fame 
time ; that if they will but hold out, and 
{trive a little, they'l quickly be eafy, and 
come into a good Road. Well! But when 
they come to the fteep Afcent, how do 
they get up ? For I can't perceive any way 
made for them ? Thefe Women, fays he, 
{tep down a little, ftoop for them, and 
fo hale them up. Then their Guides or- 
der them to reft a little, and foon after 
furnifh them with Strength, and Spirits, 
promife to convey them to True Kuow- 
ledge, give them a Profpect of their Jour- 
ney, and fhew them how {mooth, and 
pleafant, and free from all manner of In- 
convenience, the Road is. Really, faid I, 
it appears fo to me. Don’t you {ee con- 
tinues my Inftruétor, on this fide that 
Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which 
looks fo firprizingly bright, as if it had 
a whole Sun of its own to make it Beau- 
tiful. Youneed not queftion my Eye-fighe, 
faid I, where fuch an Object. as that is, 
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liesbefore it. And don’t you fee another 
Pile of Building in the middié of this 
Field? I do, what do you call it, and 
who does it belong to >? This is theSeat 
of the Fortunate, faid he, here all the Mo- — 
ral Virtues keep their Court, and) Hap- 
pine{s, is always in their Train. | Say you” 
fo ? Fhis muft needs be a delicate Place — 
then. Right. But tocarry you farther: 
Don’t you perceive a handfome, middle — 
aged, Matronly Woman by the Gateina — 
plain Drefs? Andif you obferve her, fhe — 
ftands upon a fquare Stone, and not tot- — 
tering upon a Globe; there are likewife ~ 
two young Women on each fide of her — 
which look as if they were her Daugh- — 
ters, yes, faid I, by their Features and Com- 
plexion; one would think fo. To ex- 
pound them to you then, the Matron in 
the middle, is Knowledge, or Learning, — 
the two others are one of them Truth, — 
and the other Perfwafion > But what 
makes the Elder Lady ftand upon a Stone 
like a Die ἢ To fhew the fteadinefs-of her 
Pofture,; that People may know where to 
have her, and that her Favours are fafe 
᾿ and fignificant. Wellexplain’d, but pray 
what does fhe prefent People with? 
Why, fays he, the gives them Aflurance, 
and the Faculty of fearing nothing. And 
how do thefe Qualities operate? They 
give 
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_ give the owners the the Satisfaction to 
know they are out of Danger as long as_ 
they live. In earneft, faid I, this Lady 
_ tas an excellent Hand at making Pre- 
fents! But what makes het ftand without 
the Gate > Τὸ cure thofe that come hi- 
᾿ς ther, and give them her Cephalick Pre- 
{cription ; and when the Potion has 
cleans'd their Conftitution, fhe brings them 
in, and prefents them to the Virtues. How 
is this? I don’t rightly underftand you. 
ΓῚ clear it to you, fays he, ‘tis juft as 
when a Patient dangeroufly ill, is under- 
taken by a Phyfician : In the place firft the 
Doctor endeavours to remove the Caufe 
and difcharge the Morbifick Matter; and 
when this is done, ftrength returns of 
Courfe, and the Man is fet up. But if he 
wont take his Phyfick, and be govern’d, 
“tisno wonder if he dies of the Diftem- 
per. I apprehend you, Sir, (414 I; Thus, 
fays he, when any one is brought to 
Learning, and Philofophy, fhe falls to 
Dottring of him prefently, gives hima 
purging Dofe out of her own Di/penfato- 
ry, that all the ill Humours may be car- 
ry d off in the firft place. And what are 
thofe ἢ They are Ignorance and Error, 
which Ivspofture drench'd him with ; they 
are Pride, Appetite, and Intemperance, 
Anger, and Avarice; and the reft of Εν 
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Unfortunate Entertainment which he — 
{wallow’d in the firft Court. And when 
he’s well waft’d within, whither does 
fhe fend him? Then he is permitted to — 
enter this laft Court, and introduced t 
Science, and the other Virtues. And what 
may they be? Don’t you fee within the — 
Gate, fayshe, a Company of handfome, — 
modeft Women, without any thing of 
Drefling, Wajbes, or Expence about them? 
I fee them, faid 1, who are they ? The 
firtt, fays he, is Knowledge, the other, 
who are her Sifters, are Fortitude, . and 
Juftice, and Probity, Sobriety, Modefty, 
Liberality, and Good-Nature. In earneft, 
{aid I, fine Ladies all! Now methinks, 
my Expectations begin to rife confidera- 
bly. If you mind what you hear, fays 
he, and digeft it into Practife, your hopes 
are not ill founded. Yl do my beft, take’ 
my Word for’t. Do fo, and then you’} 
fucceed, and be fafe. But pray, faid I, 
whither do thefe Ladies lead the Man? 
To their Mother, fays he ; And, who is 
fhe > They call her Felicity. » Felicity ! 
And what is her Bufinefs and Quality ? 
Do you fee, fays he, the Path that leads. 
us to the Mount there, where the Stru- 
cture looks like a Fort for the Security of — 
all the Courts? Yes. And is there not 
in. the Porch a handfome young Lady 
i fitting 


fitting in a Chair of State, drefs'd like 


Quality, but not to any degree of Magot, 
or Curiofity. But, if you mind her, the 

᾿ς ἄποσενε μι ‘her Head, 15. particularly 
fine, both in the Matter, ‘and the Making. 
-Truly,. it feems to be. juft 45 yow™fay. 
This Lady, fays he, is Felicity. And when 
any body comes: hither, «what's her Bafi- 
nefs > She Crowns himj'fays ‘he, from 
her own Gabinet, and: fo do all the Vrr- 
tues too, infomuch that by his Recepti- 


on, you would take him for fome great. 


Conquerour; and that he had gone 
through ‘Hercules’s twelve Labours at leatt. 
And has he done any thing like it ? Yes 
indeed, he has got the: better of feveral 
Wild Beafts' of an extraordinary Bulk ; 
Thefe. were formerly his Matters, made 
him their Drudge; fnaped a Collop fome- 
times out of his Carkafs, and ufed him at 
a miferable rate. But now he has fought 
 himfelf: into Liberty, and Conqueft, has 
them-all at Command, and chains them 
up for Sight and Service. You awaken 
my Curiofity extreamly, pray what fort 
of Wild Beafts are they ? In the firft 
_ place, fays he, Ignorance and Miftake; 
_ now whether you know it or not,thefeare 
great Beafts, and dangerous ones too, tho’ 
they don’t go it may be upon all four. 
Truly, faid I, [think they are, The o- 
. | S ther 
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ther parts of his Conqueft, continues he, — 
are Grief and Pain; Covetoufnefs, and — 
Intemperance, ‘and all the whole Force of — 
Vice befides.. Thefe are noble Exploits, — 
faid I, the Olympick Games can {how no- 4 
thing like it; But I fuppofe this Cham- 
pion’s Crown is not altogether for Orna- — 
ment, therefore pray tell me the Advan- — 
tage in wearing it: You are to know 
then, young Gentlemen, fays he, that it 
hhasia mighty fatisfying Quality: Hethat — 
has this Crown upon his Heady is..poffeft — 
of Happinefs; And whichismore, ‘tis of — 
his own Growth too, without:any:De- — 
pendance upon his Neighbours. »Inearn- — 
eft, ‘tis glorious conquering at this rate. — 
But how does the Man {pend his time, | 
and. whither does he go, after he is thus — 
Crown'd> The Virtues, fays he, tecetve ~ 
him, and condu& him back to the Place 
where he was before, and here they fhew — 
him at what arate of Scandaland Mifery — 
People live. How often they run their 
 Heads-againft a Poft, ramble from their ἢ 
_ Intereft, and are led-as it werein Tri- | 
-umplh by their Enemies. Some’are made — 
_. Prize of by Debauchery, fome by Arro- — 
<.gance and Ambition, and fome by Co- © 
-vetoufnefs, ec. Neither is at in their — 
- Power, todifengage themfelvesand make — 
» their Efcape hither...But they ‘contmue — 
79} ς Rol- 4 
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Rolling and Reftlefstill they tumble into 
_ their Graves 5° And all this happens. be- 
\.caufe they can’t pick-out the right way, 
_ for alafs ! They have forgotten the» Ad- 
vice the Genims gave them. — What you 
- fay isnot unlikely ; But ftill ’'m δἵ ἃ lofs 
why the Virtues fhould lead this happy 
Man to the Place from whence he came ? 
.°Tis to inform his: Judgment, fays he, 
and make ‘him underftand the World bet- 
ter.’ For to deal clearly, Errar and Ie- 
norance had abufed him before.And thus 
his Underftanding, being mifty and mi 
led, he was willdred in the Qualities of 
Things, and miftook the Nature of Good 
and Evil. So that in fhort, he was in a 
great meafure, as irregular, and unhappy 
as the reft. But now having gain’da 
right Notion of Intereft and Advantage, 
he fees farther into the Follies and Mife- 
ry of other Men. Right, and when he 
has feen all this, how does he difpofe of 
himfelf > Juft as he pleafes. For let him 
go wherehe will, heis asfafeasaShipin + 
a Harbour : and 41} Peoplewill be as glad 
of his Company as\a Patient is of the Vi- 
fit of an able Doctor... What won't he be 
afraid of thofe {curvy Women any more, 
which you faid were like Bears ina Bear- 
+. garden: Νοῖ δὲ all. He'll) never be di- 
© ftarb’d with Pain nor Poverty, with In- | 
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The Mytholog 
temperance, or Avarice, nor any of that 
hoftile Clan which made him uneafy be- 
fore. For he'll be perfectly impresuanis 
againft all manner of Attacks. And a 
no other Serpent dares venture upon thofe 
who are bitten by a Viper, becaufe they 
are fortified by a fuperiour Poyfon which 
isnow turn'd to an Antidote: So this 
Man has always his Prefervative about 
him. What you fay, feems very reafo- 
nable. But pray tell. me who thofe are 
that come down the Hill; fome of them 
with Crowns ontheir Heads, and Satisfa- 
ction intheir Face : Others are the Pidture 
of Defpair, look fomewhat maim’d and 
batter’d, and. feem under the Guard. of a 
parcel of Women? Thofe.crown'd, fays 
he, are fafe arrived. at the feat of PAzlo- 
fophy, and appear pleas'd with the Con- 
verfation of that Lady. But thofe who 
have no fign of Succefs upon their Heads, 
are fome of them turn’d back by PAzlofo- 
ply for being unqualified : Others mif- 
carry for want of Induftry and Spirit. 
And when they have ftrain’d up to Pa- 
tience quit the Advantage ofthe Progrefs, 
and Ramble without Path, or Direction. 
Tunderftand you. But, what Woménare 
thofe at the Heels of them ἢ. They repre- 
fent, fays he, Grief and Pain, Defpair, 
Ignominy, and) Ignorance. Say you fo. 
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Tien ti the Men are in very bad Company. 

You'r right. Now when thefe People 
come back to the firft Court and return to 
Luxury and Lewdnefs, they make an odd 
Report of the Adventure, and blame P4;- 
lofophy, and not themfelves for their Mif- 
catriage 9 They tell you that all who 
went “pon thefe Difcoveries, are wretch- 
edly harrafS'd, and difappointed. And 
never enjoy any of the Satisfactions which 

are to be met with at home. What Ad- 
vantages are thefe? Why, ina Word, 

debauching and regaling their Palaces : 

For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of 
a Brute are in their E{teem the Supream 
Satisfactions. They muft take their Fan- 
cy; but under favour, who are thofe 
pleafant {miling Women that come from 
yonder place ? “They call them Opinions, 
fays he, their Bufinefs is to introduce 
thofe to Infirudion,who are upon theRoad 
to the Virtues, and when they have con- 
vey'd them hither, they return to fetch 
more : And to encourage new Comers, 
they Jet them underftand how happy thofe 
People are that took the Journey before 
them. Have thefe Women admittance to 
the Virtues ὃ By no means ; Oprwien is ne- 
ver allow’d to appear in the Prefence‘of 
Science s However, they deliver up their 
Charge to Learning or Inftruchiow. And 
9 3 when 
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be Mythological Pittare : 
when they have done; ‘go'back for frefh 
Company : Juft like your MerchantMen, — 
which ‘when they ate unladen, fet fail — 
again, and are freighted with an other — 
Cargo. Without Flattery, faid Τὶ youfeem 
to explain’ thefe. Matters very well: Bat 
you have not told me what Direétions 
the Gewiws, or fuperintending Spirit, gives 
thofe who are juft marching into Life. 
He bids them be bold, fays he, and keep 
up their Spirits, and pray do you fo, for 
J fhall let you into the whole Bufinefs, 
and make no Omiffions in theRelation. 
And here holding out his Cane again, do 
you fee that blind Woman, fays he, ftand- 
ing upon a Globe, who I told you was 
Fortune: Yes, we fee her. The Geni, 
continues he, wartis every body never to 
truft this Woman, nor to reckon any 
thing their own, or of any long‘con- 
tinuance, that comes from her. For the 
Grants of Forte are always made with 
a Power of Revocation ; Anda Man that 
holds of her is a meer Tenant at Will, 
and may beturn’d out the next Day for 
ought he knows to the contrary. Re- 
fumptions are very commion with this La- 
dy, and there’s no’ depending upon her _ 
Favour: And therefore the Gewrws'ad- - 

“wifés Peopie to ᾿ loofe atid indifferent 
‘with her, and neither betranfported when 
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fhe: gives, nor dejected when. fhe takes 


away. For fhe never atts upon Reafon, 


but throwsout every thing at Peradven- 
ture. Therefore the Rule is never to be 
furpriz'd at any of her Proceedings ; Nor 
behave our felves like {ome unreafonable 
Bankers, who when there’s Mony lodg’d 
intheir Hands, are pleasd with receiving 
it, and Jook upon it as theirown: But 
when ‘tis drawn out again, they areas 
much out of humour, asif they had fome 
real injury done them: Never remem- 
bring they are but Cafheers ; and that 
they were trufted with the Sum, upon 
condition of repaying it upon demand. 
Thefe things the Directing Spirit orders 
People to obferve., with reference to 
Fortune, whofe Cuftom it is to take away 
what fhe has beftow’d, and foon after, to 
reftore thrice as much; And it may be 
in a little time fhe will turn fhort again, 


carry. off her Jaft Bounty, and a great 


deal more into the bargain. _ Upon thefe 
Confiderations, the Gexiws enjoyns them 
to receive what they can of her, and make 
off with it forthwith in queft of amore 
lafting Liberality ; And where is this to 
be had? Learning, replies the Gentleman, 
will prefent them, provided they can 


get. fafe to her.. Prefent them with 


what?..With the Knowledge of what 


> 4 is 
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is as ufeful, and fignificant 3 now thisy — 
is a Favour that will flick by them,.and: — 
there’s no fear of its being recall’d And: 
therefore the Genius bids them prefs ἔθου 
ward for this, Advantage as faft. astheys 
can: And when they comeup to-thofes 
Women, which. told. you. were cal¥dj 
Pleafure ‘and Tutempcrance, they. ate-or-: 
der’d to pafs on, without making they 
leaft ftop, or acquaintance, till they “reach: 
Pretended- -Learning ; ; and»here;-they are 
to ftay fome time till fhe bas furnifh'd 
them with Conveniences fer their Jour- 
ney 5 Andthen to fet forward to true Leara. 
zing ΟΥ Philofophy,. with all Expedition: © 
Thefe are the Directions of the Genin, 
which whofoever. cither neglects, or mi- 
ftakes, is loft and undone to allintents and. 
purpotes. Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho~ 
logy of the Pidure is explain’d | to you. 
And if you have any thing to ask far- 
ther about the Argument, you are hear- 
{ΠΥ welcome. _ Sir, faid I, fince you give 
us this freedom, pray what is 1t the Ge- 
niws orders People to receive of Pretended, 
Learning 2 Some things that may be of. . 
Service to them 11 they pleafe.., What are, 
thofe >? Letters, fays he, and Scholarthip,, 
which being a ‘hand{ome Amufement, are: 
as Plato obferves, ἃ fort of Reftraint, up= | 
on young People, and keep. them fome> 
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 thries front “flying out “into Extrava- 
 gance. Is'there then a Neceffity of touch- 
ing’ upon this Coaft in order to the arri- 
ving attrue Learning ? Not at all: They 
are: ufeful ‘indeed τῇ fome Refpects, but 
asto: the Point of Probity, they fignify 
little: » Do you fay then they fignify no- 
thing towards Virtue, and Moral Improve- 
ment >I fay a Man may be good with- 
outthem, and yet they are not altoge- 
ther Ufelefs. To illuftrate the Matter. 
Tho’ we may underftand a Foreigner well 
enough by an Ivterpreter, yet it may not 
beamifs to learn the Language our felves. 
Thus you fee we may go on without the 
Advantages of Education. What then 
don’t Mathematicians and other Scholars, 
{tand fairer for degrees in Honefty, than 
other People? Ican’t fee which way, fays 
he, fince they miftake the Nature of 
Good and Evil, and are as much govern'd 
by their Vices as the reft of the World: 
For, to {peak freely, a Man may have 
abundance of fine Notions in his Head, 
and run through all the Sciewces as they 
call them, and yet love Wine and Wo- 
men, and Mony, a great deal too'much. |. 
In fhort; he may be admirably farnifh’d . 
this way, and yet be ἃ Fop,a Knave,ora 
Traitor, if he has not a care: I’m forry _ 
to fay there aré'not a few Men of Letters Ὁ 
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lyable to this imputation. And fince the Ὁ 
Cafe ftands thus, what Advantage have _ 
they in reference to Virtue above others ? — 
Truly not much, as you have. reprefent- 
ed the Matter. But under favour, what's 
the Reafon then thefe Gentlemen: are 
lodg’d in the Second Court, for by their 
Apartments they feem to be next Neigh 
bours to true Knowledge? And what of 
allthat, fays he ?. Don’t you.fee. feveral 
pafs immediately from Debauchery.to true 
Kzowledge, from the firft Court, tothe 
third, without making a Vifit. to thefe 
Gentlemen of Education >. And in what, 
then, does their Privilege confift? In 
earneft, I think they are either more lazy 
or more untoward than the reft,in Learn- 
ing the Leffen they fhould do, . How: fo, 
{aid I> Becaufe, fays he, thofe in ‘the 
Second Court pretend to know more than — 
they really do: Now their being thus - 
conceited in their Ignorance, makes them 
more fluggifh in their Advances to true 
Kxuowledge than otherwife they would be, 
Befides, don’t you obferve. that Opiwzan, 
and Oxcertainty are perpetually trudging 
to them out of the firft Court ¢ 80. that 
in fine they are not a jot betterthan other — 
᾿ Mortals, unlefs Repewtance calls in at their — 
Lodgings and they grow. fully; convine'd 
that ’tis only Shem-Learning which they 
: . havea 
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have been all this while amus‘d with ; 
And that unlefs they mend their Man- 


ners, and their Company, *tis impoffible _ 


for them not to Mifcarry. And therefore 
Gentlemen, fayshe, I hope you’l remem- 
ber this Difcourfe, comply with the Di- 
rections, and Practife them up to a Ha- 
δῖε: Indeed all other BufinefS is but tri- 
fling to this ; But you mutt frequently 
recolle& your Memory, and take Pains 
with your felves, otherwife what you 
have heard will do you no Service. We 
fhall endeavour to take your Advice. But 
I defire you would explain your felf a 
little upon the Notion of Advantage, and 
how the Common Liberalities of For- 
tune can be faid not to be Good s fuch as 
Life, Health, Riches, Fame, Pofterity, 
Victory, &c. And how the contrary to 
thefe can be maintain’d not to be Eail 2 
To affert this I muft needs fay, is-all Rid- 
die and Paradox tome. To fatisfy you, 
fays he, I (hall ask you a few Queftions, 
and pray {peak your Mind freely in your 
Anfwer. I fhall do it. What do you 
think then in cafe a Man lives ill, is Life 
any Advantage to him? No truly, {aid 
I, ‘tis rathera Difadvantage. Very well, 
fays he, then bare living, without other 
Confiderations, is no Privilege: ’Tis a 
Good Thing to thofe that live well, but 
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ἃ Misfortune to others. ‘Under favour — 
do you, affirm that Life is Ta πὲ ἢ 
_and Difadvantage too ? Ido. Pray, faid 
i, havea care of an Abfarditys For ’tis — 
impoflible the {ame Thing fhould be both — 
Good and Bad; At this rate it would be — 
Profitable, and ‘Prejudicial, and the Ob- | 
ject of Choice and Averfi ion, at the fame — 
time. That is Abfurdity enough, fays — 
he, in. all Confcience : But pray, if living : 
IIL is a mifchief to him that’s guilty on’t, 
does it follow from hence, that Life. pre- 
cifely taken has any harm. in’t ? Indeed, 
1 can’t. fay both, thefe Cafes are ‘the 
fame. Why then Life is no bad Bufi- | 
nefS, if it were, thofe who live well, — 


would, lie. under the Misfortune, for they — 


live πο lefs than other People. Truly, © 
you. feem, to. argue reafonably enough. 
Therefore,. fays he, fince Life is common _ 
both to Good and Bad People, it muft — 
be Indifferent of it felf, and the Ufe muft — 
determine, the Quality. “Tis much like © 
Lancing and Burning, the Seafon and the 
Application ; makes the Diftinéion ; If — 
a Man be well, it does him a Mifchief, 
but.an Ulcer, or an Impofture,. is much | 
the better for a skilful Hand., To put an 
other Queftion to you, had you rather live 
canary y,,0r,Die bravely? 1 had fas 
ther, Die upon thofe, terms. You an- — 
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{wer like a Man; From hence it.follows 


that Death is no Evil, becaufe ‘tis fome- 
times more Eligible than Living. You 


are right. The fame Reafoning, conti- 
nues my Inftruéter, will hold with refe- 
rence to Health and Difeafes;. For the 
former is fometimes a Misfortune to a 
Man, and as Circumftances may. happen, 
he had much better have been fick in his 


_ Bed... Ecan’t deny what you fay. Let 
᾿ us goon then, fays he, and examine the 


Cafe of Riches ; And here a very little 
Reafoning will ferve the Turn: For 
Matter of Fact when ‘tis frequent. and 
vifible, needs no Proof : Now, nothing 
is more common than to fee Wealthy 


- People live Scandaloufly and Miferably. 
_ Ay, that’s but too true. Then Riches 


does them no fervice in order to Virtue, 
and Happinefs. It feems fo, otherwife 
they would manage better. Well then, 
‘tisPrecept, and Principles, not an Eftate, 


_ which makes Men good for fomething. 


Indeed I think fo. Which way then, 
fays he, can Wealth be a real Advantage, 
if it can’t improve the Owners, nor con- 
tribute to the making them better Men? 
I can’t tell. By your Conceflion, an Eftate 
muft be a Difadvantage to thofe who 
know not how tonfe it. Yes, without 


all doubt. How then can that be abfo- 
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lutely ἃ good. Thing, when ἃς ol 

fometimes the better for being without 
it. From hence it follows that. a 


Fortune, may make fomething ont ; ? 
unlefs he is thus qualified, he is only fur- 4 
nifh'd with Edge-Tools to cut hisFin- — 
gers. To conclude, the overrating thefe 
Things is that which diforders Humane 
Life, and ruins the World ; For when 
People fancy they can't be ‘happy with- 
out fuch Circumftances, they’l boggle at 
no Wickednefs to come at them ; And 
all this Mifchief is occafion’d, for want © 
of a right Notion of what is really Good. 
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